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CHAP, t 

SIR JOHN DE CHATEL-MORANT BRINbS FROM 
ENGLAND THE TRUCES FOR THREE YEARS, 
SEALED BY KING RICHARD AND HIS ALLIES. 

, *— LEWIS OF ANJOV, KING OF SICILY, IS BE- 
TROTHED AND MARRIED TO A DAUGHTER 
OF THE KING OF ARRAGON. 

A FTER this grand feftival, and when the lords 
^ and ladies, who had afliftcd at it, were re* 
turned to their caftles, the lord de Chatel-morant* 
Whom the lord de Saint-Pol had left in England, 
irrived at Paris with the truces, figned by the 
Jting of England and his allies. He delivered to 
the king and his minifters the charter of the truce 
that wis to laft for three years, and read aloud its 
ton tents in the prefence of the lord de Coucy, 
Who was lieutenant for the king, to guard and de- 
fend all the country, from the Dordogne to the 
fca, including Auvergne and Limoufin. All who 
Vol. X- B fliould 



ihould infringe, or any way break this treaty, or 
caufc it to be broken/ whatever were his rank, 
would be conlidered as a traitor, and incur punifh- 
ment of death. *?he lord- de Coucy had alfo a 
copy delivered to him, to (hew, if neceffary, to 
thofc garrifons in Ventadour, Chalu?et, Orbefi% 
Donxachtt wha were, carrying, oiv war* under na^ne 
of die Engtifli, that they might not have any caiifc 
of excufe, and incur the penalty, ihould they con- 
tinue their warfare. ,# 

The lord Lewis de Sancerre, marfhal of France, 
had it in like manner- read to him, and a copy 
given to him. This was very neceffary * for he 
was lieutenant over all the country of Larigiiedoc, 
from die river Rhone and Avignon, within which 
are many valuable eftates and lord (hips,' as far as 
the* Dordogne. His government fcontained the 
fenefchalfhips of Beaucaire, Carcaflbne, Tooloufey 
Rouergue, Agen, Qgercy, Bigorre, Perigord and 
Limoges, where were many, forts and caftjes tfcat 
minded not the truce, but continued to xarrj^ 0& 
the war, fuch as Chatel-cuillier, and the ftrong 
caftle of Lourd^s, on the frontiers of Bj£arn, whicj> 
kept the neighbourhood under continy^l alapns, 
' About this lime, there wa$ a treaty of r njarriaj* 
On foot, between the lord Lewis d'Anjqti* fon t# 
thfe late duke, who ftiled himfelf :king of "N^pl^ 
Sicily, Jerufalem, an$ count of Provence,, and tfap 
daughter of the King of Arragon. Thp. queea 

~ : : ■ ■ ■ i - \.~.\ 

• Orbcfi, — Orbcflan, a village in Armagnac. 
*• f Donaach,— a village in Annagnae. 
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w Naples ttent to tffit the pope at Avtgnoii, 

carrying with her the young lord Lewis, arid there 
met the lord de Coucy, Who was much- rejoiced 
at her arrival. The queen was handfoiriely re- 
tched by the pope and cardinals -, of which (he 
was indeed deferring, for flie was ah aftive buttling 
lady, ancf one who did not fleep over her interefts. 
She entreated the lord de Coucy to efcoft her fori 
to Arragon, and to remain with him until he were 
teamed. He replied,— k Certainly, madam, there 
h ddt £ voyage that* for feven years paft, I would 
tttbfe willingly* have ilndertaken than to Sicily 
tod" Naples] rtiore particularly in company with 
tikf lord your ton, iff liave the confent of our 
lord arid' king.' c Mahy thanks, lord de Coiicy/ 
6id die qiieeii : * you fhew us your good inclina- 
tions; but, for the prefentj it Will be fufficient if 
jfoii will accompany our jfon to Arragon; The 
Queen of Arragon will be very happy td fee you, 
for your daughter is married to her brother, fir 
Henry de Bar.' 

The lord de Coucy cheerfully agreed to under- 
take this joiirney; and the king of Sicily, having 
lhade his preparations, took leave of pope Cle- 
tteat* and' of hh mother* with many tears. Their 
bearts were wrung, not indeed without caufe, at 
this feparation, for he was going to a far country, 
and it was uncertain when they fhould meet again. 
It had been fettled, that inftaritly after the mar- 
tiage had taken place, the young king and queen 
*erc to embark at Barcelona, and fail as expedi- 

B 2 tioufly 



tioufiy as they could for Naples or any other part 
of chat country. 

The young king of Sicily was handfomely at- 
tended, and, having paHed through Monfpellier 
and Beziers, came to Narbonrte, where he and his 
company were honourably received by the vifcount. 
Having refrefhed their horfes for one day, they 
continued their route towards Perpignan, the firflt 
town of Arragon. News of his arrival had reached 
the court of Arragon, dhd the queen had fent 
proper pcrfons to receive him and his attendants* 
and fhew" them all reipeft, fo that, wherever they 
palled, they were well entertained, and all their 
expenfes j^aid. The vifcount de Roquebertin and 
fir Raymond de Baighes were their, condu&ors. 

They continued their journey until they arrived 
at Barcelona, where the king, queen and princefs 
were expelling them. The young king Lewis 
was very kindly received ; and the queen was 
particularly pleafed on feeing, the lord de Coucy^ 
and thanked her future' Fori-ihrlaw for having 
brought him with him, adding, that every thing 
would fare the better for it. 

The marriage was performed and confummatcd 
between thefe two perfons ; but, as winter was 
approaching, the fea- voyage was deferred, becaufc 
at fuch a time the fea is'ftormy and dangerous. 
They faid th^y would colled all the purveyances 
during the Winter, and embark in the beginning 
pf the enfuing month of March. The lord dc 
Coucy was perfectly well received by the king 
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and' queen of Arrkgon ; but, having bad letter* 
from the king of France, ordering him to return* 
he took his leave of them, and of the young king 
and the queen of Sicily* as well as df the lords, of 
Arragon, and fet out for France. If tie had ha<J 
tirrib, he would have returned by Avignon ; but 
he fcnt his excufes to the pope and queen of Na- 
ples, and went ftraight to Auvergne, 

At the time of this * marriage of the king of 
Sicily whh the princefs of Arragon, many treaties 
♦ere concluded between him and the Arragonians* 
who were to aflift him with men and galleys in 
the recovery of his kingdom. They were to con- 
vey- him to Naples, with-two hundred fpears, one 
thoufand crofs-bows, and the fame number of 
Infantry armed with brigandincs, who were to 
lferve hijn at their own charges, during the war, 
until he fhould have full pofleflion of Naples, Sicily 
and its dependancies, la Puglia, Calabria and the 
city of Gaieta, the refidence of Margaret de Du- 
razzo, who claimed all thefe territories as her 
own* 

When the fweet month of March was arrived, , 
and the wincb were become calm, the waters 
fmooth, and the trees once more clothed in green, 
and all purveyances ready and embarked, as well 
as the men at arms who were to be of this expe- 
dition, the young couple took leave of the king 
and queen of Arragon. The queen, with, teats few 
fheiri depart, and recommended them to the p ar- 
tJcuUr C*re of the count de Koddqs, a very valiant 
knight, and fir Raymond der Baighes A They 
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pjropiiie4 flpccial obedience jto the queen's toIHc^ 
although the count d'Qrghel ?nd the cqxwt dc 1% 
t*une were their fupqiors and had the fpmpfiafld 
of thecojiypy. 

There yerc on bo^rd thefe galleys fifteen IuiAt 
<jrcd fpears, two thoufend crofi-bows^ and twq 
tbouf^pd lufty yarlct? armed with pikes and fhi(dd«$ 
They were in fuch force the better tp rpfift their 
f nenjies> and any adventurers they might encounter 
|t fea * for the voyage from Barcelopf to Naples 
as long, and Nl^rgaret de Durazzo, their adve^ 
jary, xpigjht ^ave had intelligence of tjicir mptions^ 
ancj Rationed a fleet accordingly : ^hey therefore 
yere defirous of bavijig ftrength enough to oppofb 
qay flic could bring agajnft them. 

V{c will now kaye the affairs of Sicily^ and te* 
torn to thofe of France, ^hich is our principal Ob? 
je# ? and to fevera^ o^her events. 
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TJJ| ^Iljq Of FRANCS IS DESI^OVS Of VJ*|T!«0 
THE PISTANT PARTS OF HI$ *ISGDQM.-r 
4T .T#E REQUEST OF TH£ L0R9 PS COUCY* 
JJE p^PE^S T*f* Dy** OF IMLANi). OUT Of 
FRANCS., 

tlTIJEN the Iqng of France fay? that hjs $ngr 

* * dom was nqW gt peace, in cohfeq\^encc of 

$e true? witfi England he h$4 a great defire to 



fifit the mm diftant parts of it, and particularly 
Laagucdoc, The lord de la Riviere and fir John 
|e Mercier, at that time his moll intimate ad* 
Filers* urged him to vifit the pope and cardinals 
at Avignon, who were defirous of that honour* 
aqri thence to go to Touloufe, faying that a king, 
when young, fhould vifit his realm, to acquaint 
frimfelf if ith its inhabitants ana inquire how {bey 
jba>np been governed, as it would redound to his 
profit and glory, and eaufe himfelf to be more 
.(cloyed by his fubjedfcs. 

• The king was (q inclined, and willingly at- 
tended to all matters of government* The lord 
de la Riviere* who was but lately returned from 
thofe parts, told him that his fubje&s in the 
{aqefchallhips of Touloufe, Carcaflbne and Beau* 
cai?e, were impatient to fee him* for that the 
duke pf Berry, during his government of that 
country, had forely opprcfled them with taxes and 
other impositions, through the means of one of 
his familiars^ called Bethifac * 4 vhQ had pity on 

none, 
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• ' Jojin Bethi&c wsp one <rf the chief advUpw of the duke 
of Berry* a&4 Wfi *SC»jfed with Tietac juid de Bar, two other 
domeftics of this prince^ of haying *aifed enormous levies from 
(he Langucdocians^ qver whom the duke was governor, and 
under his name of haying committed great plunder and much, 
violence f and of having put large fums into their own pockg$* 
*phis report gave rife to {he following pafquinMe, that k^W* 
Current in our times : 

< Tietac, de Bar, et Bethifac, 

Qn% mis, Jfargent da. roi au fak* 

B 4 « Bethifac 
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aone, and tkat they were quite ruined. On tH» 
account, therefore, it would be proper for him 
to go thither, and he could then fummon the 
count de Foix, whom he was fo anxious to fee, to 
meet him at Touloufe. 

. The king, having afftjited to this propofal, 
Ordered immenfe purveyances to be provided for 
him on the road he was to travel. He figni* 
fi«d to his unci? and aunt, the duke and duchefs 
©f Burgundy, that, as he pafled through their 
lands, he fhould be glad to fee their children, hit 
coufins i and that he would bring with him his 
brother of Touraine, and his uncle of Bourbon. 

This news of the king's .intended vifit to Bur- 
gundy was highly pleating to the duke and duchefs. 
They had proclaimed a feftiva} and tournament to 
be holden at Dijon, and ftnt invitations to the 
knights and fquires of Savoy and the adjoining 
countries, who made their preparations accord- 
ingly. During the time all thefe different amnge* 
menu #erc making for the king's journey to Avig- 
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* Bpthifac differed the punifliment of his crimes ; but the 
fluke pf Berry haying claimed him as his dproeftic, thofe who 
(worn his ruin perfuade4 him to own he had erred in feveral 
articles of faith, which would caufe him to-be transferred to 
the bifhop, and the duke could the eafier favp hits. Crime 
often ftupilies. Bethifac was fimple enough to 611 qnto their 
trap. The bifhop of Beziers had him tried, and given over to 
the fecular arm, as an heretic and fodomite. This wretch was 
burnt alive, which was, fays Mfeeray, a feu de joie for the 
people whom he had horrityy tormented. Hiftory does not 
fay whence he fprung, but probably he was' of low origin* 
Who wanted to rife too rapidly. '—Ptfiicttruurt Hi/lm^ut. 
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nan and Languedoc, other events happened ift 
Prance. 

You have heard how the duke of Ireland, for* 
merly earl of Oxford, had been driven out and 
banifhed England, for his demerits, by the power 
of the uncles of king Richard, but eipecially by 
the duke of Gloceftcr, who had been more bitter 
againft him than all the reft; and how he had 
fled to Holland, and had remained a fhort time at 
Dordrecht, when he was forced thence by duke 
Albert, the lord of Dordrecht and Holland, who 
refufed him a refidence on his lands, from a wilh 
not to aft contrary to the will of his coufins in 
Englandy notwithftandingking Richard had written 
to him in his favour. 

The duke of Ireland, being forced to depart, 
went to Utrecht, where he refided fome time, and 
might have ftaid there as long as he pleafed ; for 
Utrecht U a frpe town to receive whoever lifts, . 
Jf they pay for what they want, and this duke had 
a Sufficiency of money j for he had received, of 
the conftablc, fiyty thoufand francs, as die balance 
pf the ranfom of John of Brittany. You have 
alfo hcArd i)ow the king of France had fent him 
paflbort} to come to France, having invited him 
thither, and where he had remained for more than 
a year, the king (hewing him very great attention* 
becaufc he was a foreigner. 

There is nothing but what one is tired of. True 
)t is, that, notwithstanding this duke was (o well 
j-eceived by the king! the lord de Coucy mortally 
hafed him, and not without reafon ; for although, 
ip Qther affairs, he fhewed great good fenfe, ho. 

nour 
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nour and liberality, he had behaved in&moufly to 
fee daughter of the lord de Coucy, *whom he 1)jkI 
married, arid without any rcafons, except tcmpta-> 
(ion and deceit, he had divorced and taken another 
wife, who was from Bohemia, and ojie of the 
ladies attached to the queen of England. Tie 
king and queen had improperly and finfully con-» 
fented to this -, and pope Urban had, at their eiv* 
treaties, fent from Rome a dUpenfatpn for th? 
marriage. This new marriage t\Ot only woupdecj 
the reputation of the duke of Ireland, but; was 
the principal caufe of his ruin. 

The lord de Coucy was one of th^ king of 
France's council, and very deferyedly iri favour* 
from the fervices he had done, and was willing to 
do his country : he therefore, with the afliftance 
of his friends, fir OJiyer de Cliflbn, * the lord de 
la Riviere and fir J ohn le Merely prevailed on 
the king to difmifs the duke of Ireland* Orders 
• were, in confequence, fent him from the king, to 
fchoofe any other refidence but Fffcrice, and that 
he Ihould be fafely conduded out of that kingdom. 
The duke of Ireland perceived they were tired 
of him, and that he ran daily rifks, from the lord 
de Coucy and from his relations. He therefore 
thought it would be bed for him to le^ye trance a? 
foon as poffible, and retire to Brabant ; and begged 
of the king to write to the duchefs of Brabant, that 
he might tyve peaceably in her country. The king 
/Cheerfully complied with his requcft, and wrote to 
his aunt, the duchefs, who at his defire aflented 
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The duke of Ireland was cfeorted by the king 
pf Prance's officers as far 3$ JLouvain, where be 
fixed his f efidence : he went, indeed, at times, to 
a caftlc near Louyain, which he had borrowed 
from a knight of Brabant, The archbifhop of 
York ? who was of the houfc of Neville, lived wit|i 
the duke, as he had been banifhed England for 
jhe fame caufe as himfelf. The archbifhop's 
family were v<ery powerful in Northumberland* 
jfrom their property and connections. Thcfe two 
lords, as I have heard, remained at Louvain as 
long as they lived, for they could never obtain 
favour with the uncles of the king of England, and 
fherc died. J n?ver heard moyc of them. 
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chap. nr. 

JUNO CHARLES OF FRANCE VISITS HIS UNCLf 
THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, AND POPE CLE* 
MENT AT AVIONOK. 

A BOUT Michaelmas 1399, &$ king of Franee 
*** fet out fpm the caftle of Beaute, near Paris» 
where he left the queen, and took the road to 
X royes in Champagne in liis way to Burgundy. 
He was accompanied by his uncle the duke of 
Bourbon, the duke of Touraine, the lord de 
Coucy and many other knights, and continued 
h\s journey until he arrive^ at Dijot*. 

The 
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The duke of Burgundy, and his fon the count 
<Jc Nevers, had gone as far as Chatillon fur Seine 
to meet the king. On his arrival at Dijon, he 
was received with every refpeft and affe&ion bf 
the, duchefs of Burgundy, the countefs of Nevers, 
and all who had come thither to do him honour. 
From love to the king, many ladies and damfekf 
whofe company he preferred, were come to Dijon, 
foch as the lady of Sully, the ladies of Vergy and 
Pagny, and feveral others, handfome and gay, and 
richly drefled. 

The dancings and carroffings inftantly began: 
the ladies exerted their talents in tinging and 
dancing to amufe the king, the duke of Bourbon, 
the duke of Touraine and the lord dc Coucy, 
On the Monday, Tuefday and \\jfednelday, were 
tilts gallandy performed, and prizes given to the 
moft deferving. The king remained eight whole 
days at Dijon, this amufing himfelf : on the 
tenth, I believe he took leave of the duke and 
duchefs of Burgundy and their family. It was thfc 
intention of the duke of Burgundy inftantly to 
follow the king, and remain with him % and, on 
this being fettled, he departed from Dijon* havijig 
l>]ddeh adieu to the ladies and damfejs, 
9 The king continued his journey until he came 
to Villeneuve, near Avignon, where his palace 
.had been prepared. The cardinals of Amiens ♦j 



** 





* John de la Grange was minilter of ftate under Charles V, 
who procured him the purple. He w*s covetous and anv 
bittou*. J 

Aifgrenel, 
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Aiigpnelt, 9mm Marctl VNenftfcafcAfc an* 
upwards of thirteen others, went out to meet die 
king, as they were rejoiced at his arrival. The 
duke of Berry was already at Avignon, and 
lodged in the palace of the pope * but he came 
tp Villeneuve to meet his nephew, and fixed hi$ 
quarters at the hotel of Arras, called Amontais, 
pn the road tp Montpellier. 
ti The. duke of Burgundy arrived the day after 
the king, at Villeneuve, down the Rhone, for at 
L^yons he had embarked on board a large barge, 
f Theie three dukes, being afiembled, determined 
-tp accompany the kipg in his vifit to the pope in 
his palace. Having had every thing prepared ac- 
cordingly, the king of France, attended by his 
brother, his three uncles, and twelve cardinals, 
eroded the Rhone at nine o'clock, and went to 
the palace, where pope Clement was waiting for 
him in* full oonfiftory, feated in his robes, on his 
papal chair. 

- When the king came into his prefence, he 
bowed; and, when near to him, the pope rofe 
Up, and the king kifled his hands and mouth. 
The pope then feated himfelf, and made the king 
fit by him on a handfome feat that had been pre- 
pared for the occafion. The four dukes, after 
having killed the pope's hands and mouth, feated 
■■■i n ■ i» i ' « ' ■ 

♦ Not in the lift of cardinals. 

f Q^if not Marcellin. 

I John de Neufchaftel* — created cardinal by pope Clement. 

For jiirther particulars, fee Moreri, &c. 

themfelves 
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tontitiifc- *ftfc amtfng t§i* H*W*. TtfkS 
thcfe ccrertUftues were over, it was dlrinewSme^ 
they therefore utent into th* dfhef JtpfSrtriiente of 
the pope and &e hall, where the tables w*#S 
fpfead; When the^ had Wa(he3* the pfcpe tbdk 
his place at a tabk alone, in mtifcfr (fete. I'M 
king was placed at ariother vMt below that « 
the pope, and alone alfo: The cardinals ahi 
dukes feated thlemfelves according- to' tbeif 
rank. 

The dinner **s fplendid; tiferitffuP afic^toiigfc 
Whenever, wine and fp ice s werr brougHr ; and 
the king then retired to an apartment! fRarhitf 
been prepared for him in the pakce* as didl th€ 
duk<S to theirs, for alt of theirf Had AaSfflterSJ 
properly dfaamentfcd, provided for* thftrtti &18 
Which they inhabited as long as they ftiid : ai 
Avignon; 

On the fifth day after the arrlvd' of thfc King 
of France at Avignon, the young count de Savoyej t 
coufln to the king, and nephetf to the dtikt of 
Bourbon* came thither. The king was pleaftd c a£ 
his doming, for he had feen him as he* paflccf 
through Lyonsy and had invited him to Avlghbrf; 
The king 6f France, the duke of Tourainfe arid 
the count de Savoye, being yoting and giddy) 
neither could nor would refrain from dancing; 
carolling and amufing themfelyes with the i adiei 
and damfels of Avignon, though they were in the 
pope's palace and among the cardinals $ and th£ 
count of Geneva, brother to the popfc, was thtfir 
mafter of the revels. The king made fuch mag- 
nificent 



nificmt preffents to the ladies, that they aH praifSI 
fiu'ttbenuhy. ' * 

The pope and cardinals were much rejoiced at 
this vifit of the king of France, as indeed they 
had good rea&a tt> &*;- iw without his fupport 
they would have been in little cftimation. There 
were no kings in Christendom who paid him 
obedience but fuch as were allied to France* The 
king* of Caftillc and Scotland acknowledged. fain 
for pope,, as; did the king of Arcagon, tturough 
&* intctoeffioft of the queen Jolande; defer,, who 
Vis ooufij* german to the king of Franco,, other* 
wife he would have remained neuter like his father. 
You may therefore fuppofe the pope and his car- 
dinal* were happy in receiving the king of Frande ; 
for all they had to depend on was obtained through 
Ins nrour* 

Thekmgf of France remained^ I know- not hot* 
many days, with the pope and cardinals, revelling 
and amufing himfel£ The pope, on this joyful 
occafioit, gave pardon* to the clergy who were iri 
Ms courts j *nd plenary indulgences to all for ont 
month torxtomc. Kb likewifc prefented the king 
with the nominations to alt his cathedrals and 
other churches, and* in each Ghurch the reverfkm 
of two prebfcnds, deferring alt his fofmer-promifes, 
that thefe now made to the king might hare the 
pi%cecfcricy, which was fortunate for many of' the 
French clergy, who- were thus provided. He 
gave alfb reverfions to the dukefe of Tourainc; 
lfcrry and l Burgundy, and the lord de Coucy, 
which, threw back all thofe he had ♦ formerly pro* 

mifed i 
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mifcd i and the pope was fo courteous and liberal 
6n this occafion, that none went away difcon* 
tented. 
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CftAP IV. 



THE KINO Of FRANCE SENDS THE bUKES Of 

• BERRY AND BURGUNDY TO THEIR HOMBSj 

TO THEIR GREAT DISSATISFACTION, AND 

CONTINUES -HIS JOURNEY FROM AVIGNON TOT 

LANGUEDOC. 

^TpHE king of France refided with, the pope 
* about eight days, during which time his ho* 
linefs had fully difcufied with him his fituation* 
and what trouble the other pope at Rome gave 
him, in depriving him of his right, in the fchifta 
he caufed in the church* The king was willing 
to do every thing in his power to relieve him, 
and faid that, on his return to France, he would 
endeavour to provide a remedy, and exert him-' 
felf to unite the church. Upon this he took 
leave of the pope, and went to Villeneuye, as 
did his brother and his uncles of forty and Bur* 
gundy. 

The king entertained at dinner all the cardinals 
and the count of Geneva, after which he took 
leave of them, returning them his thanks for their 
attentions, faying, he ftiould, on the morrow, be* 

gjq his journey to Montpellier. 

The 
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The cardinals having letc the king, it was de- 
termined in council, that he fhould fet out very 
early, in company with his brother and the duke 
of Bourbon. He took leave, therefore, of his 
uncles of Berry and Burgundy, bidding them re- 
turn to their own eftates, as he had not then any 
further occafion for them, intending to go as far 
Touloufe, and fummon thither the count de Foix 
to meet him. His uncles were much difcontented 
* at this order ; but the king's council was at that 
time fa formed, that the dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy had no voice in it, nor weight, but in 
trifles. The government of Languedoc had been 
taken from the duke of Berry, and divided into 
fenefchalfhips, which was not only more profitable 
to the king, but more agreeable to the country ; 
for die duke of Berry, during his government, 
had grievoufly opprefled the inhabitants, by heavy 
taxes, as I (hall more fully relate, for it is de- 
ferring to be detailed. 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy, were very 
melancholy, when they found the king was de- 
termined they fhould not accompany him in his 
journey ; but they diffembled their thoughts from 
all but each other, and thus converfed : c The 
king is going to Languedoc to hold inquifitions on 
thofe who have governed it, and to treat with the 
count dc Foix, (who is the proudeft perfon exift- 
ing, and never loved nor efteemed, though neigh- 
bours, the kings of France, England, Caftille, 
Arragon or Navarre,) and only takes with him 
la Riviere, le Mercier, Montaigu and the beguc 

Vol. X, C de 
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de Villaines, What do you fay to this, brother V 
added the duke of Berry. € Our nephew is young r 
and if he follow young council he will be deceived, 
and the end will not be profperous, as you will 
fee* For the prefent, we muft diflcmble this 
affront i but the time will come, when thofe who 
have advifed it lhall repent of it, as well as the 
king. Let them go whither they pleafe, in 
God's name : we will return to our own home j 
and, fo long as we are united, they cannot do us 
any injury, for we are the greateft perfonages in 
France/ Such was the language of thefe two 
dukes* 

The king of France left Villeneuve early in the 
morning, for Nimes, where he arrived to dinner 5 
but his uncles and the lord de Coucy ftaid with 
the pope, at Avignon, four days longer, when 
they all feparatcd, and each went different ways. 
The day the king dined at Nimes, he lay at Lunel, 
and the next day dined at Montpellier, which was 
bftt three fhort leagues diftant. He was joyfully 
received by the citizens, ladies and damfels, who 
were defirous to fee him, and offered him mag- 
nificent and rich prefents ; for Montpellier is a 
powerful and wealthy town, full of merchandife, 
and was much valued by the king, when he had 
qonfidered its importance. The citizens told him, 
it had been infinitely, richer than he now found it, 
before the dukes of Anjou and Berry had plun- 
dered it, as they had feverally done in their turn. 
The king compaflionated them much for the lofles 
they had fuftained, and promifed that he woulc.1 

have 
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have e\terjf grievance reformed, and the govern* 
ment placed on a different footing. 

The citizens likewife addreffed the king during 
his ftay at Mohtpellier, faying, — € Sire, the po- 
verty of this town is nothing to what you will fee 
the farther you advance ; for this place has many 
refburces in its commerce, which the inhabitants 
carry on by fea and land. In the fenefchalfhips of 
Toukwfe and Carcaflbhe, and in that part of the 
country* where thefe dukes have laid their hands, 
ther£ is abfolutely nothing ; for they have carried 
off every thing" portable ; and you will find the in- 
habitants fo poor that thofe who were in good 
circumftances have* not wherewithal to cultivate 
their fields or vineyards. It is melancholy to fee 
them, their wives and children j for they had 
every year five or fix taxes on their backs, and 
they compounded for a third, a half, and fome- 
times all their property was taken from them ; 
and no fooner was one tax paid than another was 
demanded. Thefe two lords, your uncles, firice 
they have had the government of Languedoc, 
have collected, as the accounts will prove, up- 
wards of phirty thoiifand francs, from the country, 
beginning with Villeneuve, near Avignon, to the 
Touloufain, as far as the river Garonne, and 
turning back by the river Dordogne. Since the 
departurfe ef the duke of Anjou to Naples, this 
governmWit has been given back to the duke of 
Befry, and he has more feverely opprefled the 
country* which he found rich and plentiful : the 
duke ef Anjou made only the rich pay, who were 
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well enabled to do fo; but the duke of Berry 
fpares neither poor nor rich : he fwallows up every 
thing by means of one Bethifac, his counfellor and 
treafurer, who is a native of Beziers, as you will 
hear from the complaints the poor will make to 
you, in crying out for vengeance againft him.* 

The king replied, — c May God forfake my 
foul, if I will not cheerfully liften to their com- 
plaints, and, before I return, provide a remedy for 
them. I will punifh the wicked, and have an vt~ 
quifition holden on the officers and fervants of my 
uncles, who formerly have had this government ; 
and thofe who have behaved ill fhall be treated 
accordingly.' • 
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CHAP. V. 

• URING THE TIME KING CHARLES OF FRANCE 
IS AT MONTPELLIER, THREE OF HIS CHAM- 
BERLAINS UNDERTAKE TO HOLD A TOURNA- 
MENT NEAR TO CALAIS, AGAINST ALL COMERS. 

/ HT V HE king of France reiided at Montpellier 
A upwards of twelve days, becaufe the re- 
fpefl: and amufements he enjoyed there from the 
citizens, ladies and damfels, pleafed him greatly* 
Indeed, the king was at this time young and 
giddy: he therefore ^Janced and carolled with 
thefe frifky ladies of Montpellier all night. He 

entertained 
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entertained them with handfome /uppers and ban- 
quets, and prefented to thofe mod in his favour 
rings and clafps of gold. He acquired fo greatly 
the love of the Montpellier ladies that fome 
wifhecf he had made a longer flay; for it was one 
continued revel and paftime the whole time he* 
was there. 

You know, or muft have heard it noticed, that 
the intercourfe of young gendemen with the fair 
fex encourages fentiments of honour and a love of 
fame. I mention this, becaufc there were with 
the king of France three gendemen of great en* 
terprife and valour, which they were probably in- 
duced to difplay from that intercourfe, as I fhal] 
relate. 

The names of thefe three knights were, fir 
Boucicaut the younger, fir Reginal de Roye and 
the lord de Saimpi. Thefe knights were cham- 
berlains to the king, and were much efteemed by 
him for their worth, for accoutring him fo ably 
with his arms, and in other fervices, fuch as good 
knights owe to their lord. s 

While they were at Montpellier amufing them- 
Ifelvcs with the ladies and damfels, they were 
called upon to anfwer a challenge in the courfe of 
the enfuing fummer : the principal caufe of this, 
a$ I was informed, was as follows. 

During the reign of king Charles V. of happy 
memory, an Englifh knight of high birth ami 
great renown, called fir Piers Courteney, came 
from England to Paris to challenge fir Guy de la 
Trimouille, in a combat before the king and lords 
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of France* and whoever elfe might wifh tq bet 
fjx&ators of it. 

£ir Guy de la Trimouille accepted the chal- 
lenge ; and the king, with the duke of Burgundy: 
and many of the great barpns, were preftat at 
this combat. I believe they only ran one courfe • 
with the lance j for the king would not fuffer 
more to be done, t# the great difcontent of the 
Englife knight, who fe^med defirous of pufhing 
the combat to extremities He. was, however*} 
^ppeafed by fair fpecches, faying, he ought to be; 
fatisfied, fo? he had done enough i • and he v&& 
prefented with very rich gifts by the king and ih* 
duke of Burgundy*. .•> 

Perceiving he could do nothing more, fir Hera 
Courtesy fet oyt on his return to Calais; *nd 
die lord de Clary, who at that time was a gay an& 
lively knight, was ordered to efcort him. Thej* 
pode on ymij $hey came to Lucenf> where the? 
csountefs de St. Pol, fifter to king Richard of Eng~ 
l^nd, refided, The c:ountefs was rejoiced to fee, 
fir Piers Courteney ; for before her marriage with 
the count de St. Pol, fhe had been united to his 



* Sir Piers Courteney is mentioned by Dugdale, yoLi. 
p. 639. to have obtained licence, in the 7th Ric. II. to ftnd 
various prefects to the king and lords of France, in return 
for the honours they had paid him in. his combat with a 
l^ught of that country. This knight was probably fir Guy de 
la Trimouille. The licence is in the Foedcra. 

f Lucea. Q^Luzeuz, a town in the comte de St. Pol. 

coufiu 
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coufin the lord Courtcncy *, but he had died 
young, and the Englifh called her lady Courteney 
rather than countefs of St. Pol. While there, the 
countefs, in the courfe of converfation, aflced fir 
Piers what he thought of the kingdom of France : 
he replied,— c Certainly, madam, France is very 1 
extenfive, rich and plentiful, and well guarded: 
In our country we do not form a true eftimate of 
it/ * And are you pleafed with the reception 
die lords of France have given you ? have they 
not entertained you handfomely ? f c To be fure, 
madam, I am perfeftly contented as to the recep- 
tion I have had j but, in regard to the caufe of my 
having croffed the fea, they have but (habbily ac- 
quitted themfelves : and I muft fay, that if the 
lord de Clary, who is a French knight, had come 
to England, and challenged any one, however 
high his rank, it would have been accepted, and 
the terms faithfully fulfilled to his utmoft pleafure ; 
but this has been refufed me. True it is, that fir 
Guy de la Trimouille and myfelf were brought 
into the lifts ; but, when we had run one courfe 
with the lance, I was flopped, and ordered from 
the king to attempt nothing more, for that we had 
done enough. I therefore fay, madam, and fliall 
fey and maintain it wherever I go, that I have 
not met any one able to oppofe me in arms ; and 



• This perfon was Hugh Courtney, /on of the earl of De- 
vonthire; bat he died before his father, and of courfe did sot 
inherit the earldom. His widow Maude, daughter of fir Thomas 
HoHand, married Waleran count de St. Pol.— Dug dale. 
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that it has not been my fault, but refts folely with 
the knights of France/ 

The lord de Clary, who was prefent, marked 
this fpeech in his memory, and with great difficulty 
held his tongue, on account of having the englifh 
knight under his care. The countefs of St. Pol 
replied, — c My lord, you will leave France with 
much honour, having complied with the requeft of 
the king of France, not to proceed further in your 
combat ; for you would have been unable to 4a 
more contrary to his will. You cannot incur any 
biame in this matter ; and all thofe on each fide of 
the fea that fhall hear it told, will give you more 
praife than blame : I therefore beg of you to reft 
Satisfied/ c Lady/ faid the knight, c that I will 
do i and not give myfelf any further care or trouble 
about it/ 

. Here the converfation on, this matter ended j 
and other fubje&s were difcourfed on, during the 
day and night they remained. On the morrow* 
fir Piers Courtney took leave of the countefs 'de 
St. Pol, who prefented him with a handfomc clafp 
of gold, and another to the lord de Clary, as being 
his companion, and becaufe the englifh knight was 
under his care and efcort. They left Lucen $arly 
in the morning, and took the road to Boulogne! 
where they lay that night, and the next day rode 
through. Marquife to Calais. 

Between Boulogne and Calais there are but 
feven fhdrt leagues, and a good road 5 and at the 
diftance of two leagues from Calais you enter on 
the territory of Melle, Oye and Guines, which 

then 



then belonged to the king of England. When 
they were near to Calais, fir Piers Courteney faid ; 
€ Lord of Clary, we arc now on the territories of 
the king of England : you have handfomely ac- 
quitted yourfelf, in efcorting me j and I give you 
many thanks for your company.' 

The lord de Clary had not forgotten the fpeech 
of fir Piers to the countefs St. Pol, in theprefence 
of many perfons ; for it had made him fulky and 
full of anger, which although at the time he had 
not noticed as he thought it deferved, he was un- 
willing it fhould pafs off unanfwered ; for he con- 
fidered it as prefumptuous and diihonourable to 
the chivalry of France. Sir Piers had publicly 
declared, that he had purpofely left England to 
feek deeds of arms in France, and had not found 
any one in that country willing to oppofe him. 
The lord de Clary had therefore determined, iq 
his own mind, that fuch expreflions fhould not 
remain unnoticed. He therefore, on taking leave, 
faid,— c Sir Piers, you are now on the lands of the 
king of England, whither I have efcorted you, 
by orders of my king and my lord of Burgundy. 
You may recoiled that, the day before yefterday, 
when we were in the apartment of the countefi 
de St. Pol, who entertained us handfomely, you 
fpoke with too great latitude, as it feemed to me, 
and too much to the blame and prejudice of the 
french chivalry ; for you faid, you had come to 
the court of the king of France, and had found 
none willing to oppofe you in arms: and you 
feemed to have it underftood, that there was not 
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t knight in France who dared to tilt with yon 
three courfes with a lance. I wifh you therefore* 
to know, that I (who am one of the fmalleft 
knights of the realm) offer myfelf, to maintain 
that France is not fo devoid of knights, but that 
you may find many willing to accept your chal- 
lenge 5 and if you will accept of me to this intent, 
either this day or to-morrow, I will meet yon 
without hatred or any ill-will. It is folely with a view 
to defend our honour, and that you may not return 
to Calais or England, and boaft you have defeated 
the chivalry of France without ftriking a blow : 
now, fay whether you will accept my challenge 
or not/ 

€ Sir Piers Courteney was ready with his anfwer> 
fed faid,— c Lord de Clary, you fpeak well* 
I accept your challenge, and propofe that you be 
fee this place to-morrow, armed as you pleafe* 
I will be fo likewife ; and we will tilt three courfes 
with the lance, by which you will recover the 
honour of France, and give me much fatisfaftiom* 
* Agreed,' replied the lord de Clary : € I will be 
here at the hour you fhall appoint/ The two 
knights then pledged their faith to each other for 
this tournament, and fepa:rated : the lord de Clary 
went to Marquife, which was not far diftant, where 
he provided himfelf with armour, a fhield and 
fence. He was not long in doing this ; for the 
knights on the frontier of Boulogne and Calais 
take care to have ample fupplies. He did it all, 
however, as fecretly as he could $ for he was 

unwilling 
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of it. 

Jo like manner, fir Piers Courtcneyy on his 
arrival at Calais, was not unmindful of the cn- 
gigement he had made* He had no occafion to 
feek cither* for armour or arms, for he had 
brought with him from England his own proper 
araub which were good and ftrong. 

•At ikistime, fir John Warnes * was governor of 
Calais, to whom he told the engagement he had 
Blade with the lordde Clary. Sir John replied, 
that lie would accompany him, with fome other 
knights of Calais. On the enfuing morning, the 
two .knights met at the appointed place ; but the 
englifh knight was better accompanied than the 
]$fdide Clary, for he had with him the governor of 
Palaisv On their meeting, there was not much 
eonverfation, fbi* each knew what he was to do. 

Both of them were ftrongly and completely 
armed, to abide the event, fuch as the fortune of 
arms, fhould decide, and they were well mounted. 
They had their targets fail buckled on, and their lances 
given them, which were of lharp, welktempered 
bourdcaux fteel. Having taken their diftance, 
they fpurred their horfes full gallop, againft each 
other, but miffed their ftrokes, which feemed 
to vex them gready. On the fecond courfe, they 
met full j and the lord de Clary gave fir Piers fo 

^^— ^— — ■ I ' I I. ! ■ ■■ I I - I ■ I ■ I 

* I cannot difcover fir John Warnes, and mud fuppofe it a 
mifUke ; for fir William Beauchamp was governor of Calais 
when the truce was figned. 

Lord Beroers calk him fir John Bernes, 

fevere 
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ftvere a blow with his ftiff and Wtefl-tempeted 
lance, chat it pierced the target, and, entering 
deeply into the fhoulder, ftruck him off his horfe. 
The lord de Clary, having fo ably tilted, paficd on, 
and finifhed his career as an accompliihed knight 
fhould, and remained quiet, but feeing the englifb 
knight was unhorfed, furrounded by his friends as he 
lay on the ground, and thinking that he might hare 
wounded him, for his lance with the blow was fhi~ 
yered in pieces, rode towards him. The Englifh 
advanced to meet him, faying he was not a courteous 
©Iter. « Why fo ?' replied the lord de Clary. 
c Becaufe you have thruft your lance into fir Piers* 
flioulder : you ought and could have tilted more 
liberally.' c It was not my part to be over cour- 
teous ; for I was ready prepared to meet with fuels 
an accident, or perhaps a worfe, if it had fo happened* 
but fince he had fuch pleafure in jutting, afk him, or 
I will for you, if he be fatisfied, or with for more.* 

Sir John Bcrnes, upon this, feid, c No, fir knight: 
you may depart, for you have done enough.* 
The lord de Clary went away with his company* 
and the EngHfh carried fir Piers Courteney to 
Calais, that his wound might be attended to and 
cured. The lord de Clary returned to France, 
expecting to receive great praife for the goodly 
act he thought he had done ; but I will tell yon 
how it turned out. 

When it was made known to the king of France, 
the duke of Burgundy, and their council, that the 
lord de Clary, in accompanying fir Piers Courteney, 
had fought with, and fo dangeroufly pounded him, 

that 
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that he wis in danger of his life! die y were highly 
enraged againft him, and in particular fir Guy de 
la Trimouille. They declared his conduit de- 
ferred at leaft confifcation of his lands, and per- 
petual banifhment from the kingdom of France. 
Others, who were his enemies, faid he had a&ed? 
Eke an infamous traitor, in challenging and fight- 
ing a knight that had been placed under his 
guard, by the king and the duke of Burgundy ; 
that he was guilty of an unpardonable crime, and 
#oght to fuffcr death. 

The lord de Clary was fummoned to appear, 
which fummons he obeyed, and when brought 
before the king, the duke of Burgundy and the 
council, was fharply reprimanded, for having 
dared to injure a knight who had come from 
foreign countries to the court of France to per- 
form a deed of arms and gain renown, and had 
left that court with perfeft fatisfa&ion to all, and 
under his fafeguard : notwithftanding which, he 
had on his return, at die boundary of the two 
kingdoms, challenged him to mortal combat, 
without having demanded permiffion of his fove- 
reign, on whofe territories he was : that this was 
a crime deferving the fevereft punifhment, by 
which others might take example. 

The lord de Clary, on hearing this bitter re- 
proof, was thunderftruck, for he thought what he 
had -done defervect a contrary treatment. Having 
paufed awhile, he faid,— c My lords, it is indeed 
true that you intruded to my care fir Piers Cour- 
tcney, with orders to efcort him as far as Calais, 
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Of to the bordera of the kingdom. Of this I have 
acquitted myfelf loyally and faithfully, which if 
neceffary to prove, I can readily do fo from him-* 
felf. It is alfo true, that on our, road we yiGted 
the countefs de St. Pol at Luzieuz, who received 
lis very kindly. While there, the following coir- 
verfation pafled : The lady alked fir Piers, if toe 
were contented with the lords of France, . and 
what he thought of the country ? The knight 
courteoufly replied, c Madam, the ftate of France 
is rich, extenfive and plentiful. With refpeft to 
its lords, I am perfectly fatisfied with the recep- 
tion and entertainments I have had from them, ex- 
cepting one thing. I have put myfelf to very* 
great expenfe in my preparations and journey to, 
Paris, to perform a deed of arms, but,, when ar- 
rived there, found none willing to acdept of tnf 
challenge.' My lords, when I heard this fpeecft 
Ijefore fuch a lady as the countefs of- St. Pol,; 
fifter to the king of England, my blood boiled, 
within n\p$ but, wjith much difficulty I kept- 
filence, becaufe you had entrufted him to my care 
and prote&iorvj and I never gave him the leaft 
caufe to fufpeft I was any way huft by what he : 
fold faid, fo long as we continued together iiv 
France. But true it is, that when we we're about 
to feparate on the borders of thd country of 
Gfuines, I reminded him of his ^expreffiona to the* 
Cpuntefs de St. Pol, which, I faki/ were neither 
civil nor honourable, as he feemed to wifh it to 
be underftood, that the chivalry of France Was fo 
xnuch debafed that,. he k co\ild.nQ^^t meet with 
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any one who darpd to fight with him ; that I> -4*4 
knight of France, if fuch wcr$, his meaning, of- 
fered to prove the contrary, teing unwilling chafe 
on his return to England, he fhould have the 
power of renewing his hoaftings : that 1 was ready, 
and defirous to afford him the pleafure of tilting 
three courfes with a lance, cither that or any fu* 
ture day. Certainly, my lords, I made this offet 
for the honour of the kingdom of France and ix& 
chivalry, who are here prefent ; and it feemed to 
me, that he accepted my challenge with much jQj t 
and fixed the meeting for the morrow, on the fpos 
where we were fpeaking. He then went to Calais* 
and I returned to Marquife, where I provide4 
myfelf with the neceflary arms, as he was to 4a 
at Calais, On the morrow, according to our ap- 
pointment, we met. He came well attended by 
ibme of the garrifon of Calais, and fome of the 4 
knights and fquires of the borders came with me* 
fuch as the lord de Montkarel and fir John d^ 
Longvilliers. When we met, we had but a (horfc 
converfation, and then tilted with fpears of war, 
for we were both completely armed, to the beffc 
q{ our abilities* The fortune of the combat felt 
to me, for at the fecond courfe I drove my lanofe 
into him, and threw him on the ground. I thfjfc 
went to fee what fituation he was in, and if h& 
wifhed to continue the combat. The governor 0T 
Calais told me that what had been done was ftffe? 
ficient, and that I might depart* This. I di$Ji; 
You have ordered me hither, and here I am* db 
thought I had a&$d properly in fupport of tiwt 
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honour of the kingdom and its chivalry, and have 
related to you the exaft truth. If I am to be 
punifhed for what F'have done, I (hall fubmit my- 
felf to the judgment of my lord the conftable, and 
the marfhais of France, and alfo to the evidence 
of fir Piers Courteney himfelf, with whofe con- 
fcnt I have fought this duel, and to the difcretion 
of all knights and fquires of honour in France qr 
England, who may wifti to attend to it. ' 

The lord de Clary, having thus clearly excul- 
pated himfelf, gready foftened the anger of thofe 
who had fent for him : but this did not prevent 
him from being committed to prifon, where he 
remained a confiderable time in much danger. 
His lands were feized, and himfelf on the point 
of banifhment from France, when the lord de 
Coucy and the duke of Bourbon, who loved him, 
interfered, and with great difficulty made his 
peace, by means of the countefs de St. Pol, who 
tcftified to the truth of what he had faid, of the 
Converfation that faffed at her houfe. 

On obtaining his liberty, he was addrefled,— 
f Lord de Clary, when you challenged fir Piers 
Courteney to fight, inftead of a&ing, as you 
thought, very gallantly, you behaved infamoufly j 
for he was under the prote&ion of the king, and 
you had orders to condudt him in fafety to Calais, 
You committed a great outrage, when you no- 
ticed, in the manner you have yourfelf declared, 
the converfation he held in joke at the countefs 
de St. Pol's. Before you had propofed this com- 
bit* you ought to have returned hither to my 
lords, 
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lords, and have told them, that fir Piers Cour- 
teney had held fuch and fuch infolent language 
againft the honour of the knights of France in 
your prefence. They would then have ordered 
you how to aft. Becaufc, therefore, you have 
not done this, you have been thus punifhed. Be 
another time more difcreet * and return thanks for 
your deliverance to my lord of Bourbon and thp 
lord de Coucy : they have exerted themfelves 
much to ferve you, as has the couritefs de St. Pol ; 
for that good lady took great pains that you (hould 
be acquitted.' The lord de Clary repliedy-*- 
c Many thanks, my lords -,' adding, € I certainly 
thought I was deferring more praife tjian blame, 
when I a&ed as I did.' 

During the ftay of the king of France at Mont- 
pellier, he gave a grand banquet to many ladies 
and damfels of that town ; during which, all I 
have juft . related was talked over, and the caufe 
was, that the three knights, who were defirous of 
holding the lifts againft all comers, wiihed to 
avoid falling under like blame to the lord de 
Clary. 

Sir Boucicaut the younger, fir Reginald de Roye 
and the lord de Saimpi, offered to hold a field of 
arms on the frontier of Calais, in the courfe of 
the enfuing fummer, againft all foreign knights 
and fquires, for the fpace .of thirty days, and to 
tilt with blunt lances or others. The king of 
France, as well as thofe prefent, thinking this 
proppfal wa§ rather prefuniptuous, t remonftratcd 
with them, and defired they would put down their 
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challenge on paper, that if any improper language 
were made ufe of, it might be corredted j for the 
king and his minifters wifhed tt> examine it, being 
unwilling that any improper or unufual term§ 
Ihould be ufed. 

The three knights agreed that this would be 
right, and, in reply to the king, faid they would 
inftantly obey his commands. They ordered a 
clerk, with pens, paper and ink, into another apart- 
ment, and diftated to him as follows : 

€ From the great defirewe have to become ac- 
quainted with the nobles, gentlemen, knights and 
fquires bordering on the kingdom of France, as 
welf as with thofe in the more diftant countries, 
we propofe being at St. Ingelvere * the twentieth 
day of May next enfuing, and to remain there 
for thirty days complete ; and on each of thefe 
thirty days, excepting the Fridays, we will de- 
liver from their vows all knights, fquires and gen- 
tlemen, from whatever countries they may come, 
with five courfes with a Iharp or blunt lance, ac- 
cording to their pleafure, or with both lances if 
more agreeable. On the outfide of our tents will 
be hung our lhields, blazoned with our arms ; 
that is to fay, with our targets of war and our 
fliields of peace. Whoever may chooie to tilt 
with us has only to Come, or fend any one, the 
preceding day, to touch with a rod either of thefe 
lhields, according to his courage. If he touch the 
target, he (hall find an opponent ready on the 



* St. Ingelvere, — a village in Picardy, near Calais. 
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morrow to engage him in a mortal combat with* 
khrfce courfes with a lance : if the fhicld, he fhall 
be tilted with a blifnted lance ; and if both fhiclds 
are touched, he fhall be accommodated with both 
forts of combat* 

* Every one who may come, or fend to touch 
our fhields, muft give in his name to the perfons 
who fliall be appointed to the care of them. And 
all fuch foreign knights and fquires as fhall be 
defirous of tilting with us, fhall bring with diem 
fome noble friend, and we will do the fame on 
our parts, who will order what may be proper to 
be done on either fide. We particularly entreat, 
fuch noble knights or fquires as may accept our 
challenge, to believe that we do not make it 
through prefumption, pride, or any ill will, but 
fofely with a view of having their honourable 
company, and making acquaintance with them, 
which we defire from the bottom of our hearts* 
None of our targets fhall be covered with fteel or 
iron, any more than thofe who may tilt with us ; 
'-nor fhall there be any fraud, deceit or trick made 
ufe of, but what fhall be deemed honourable by 
the judges of the tournament. And that all gen- 
tlemen, knights and fquires, to whom thefe pre- 
fents fhall come, may depend on their authen- 
ticity, we have fet to them our feals, with our 
arms, this twentieth day of November, at Mont- 
pellier, in the year of grace 1389/ Underneath 
was figned/ Reginald de Roye, Boucicaut, Saimpiy 

The king of France was well pleafed with this 
courageous challenge of his three knights, and de* 
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elated it fhould have his confent, if, on examina- 
tion by his minifters, there was no fault found 
with the terms it was couched in. It was obje&ed 
to by fome, that it was wrong to fix the place for 
this tournament fo near to Calais, as the Englifh 
might think it was arrogantly and particularly 
aimed at them ; and that all occafions of quarrel 
fhould be avoided, for a truce had been agreed to 
for three years between France and England. The 
king's minifters were one whole day confidering 
the matter, without coming to any conclufion. 
Some of the mod prudent faid, it ought not to be 
allowed, nor the whims of wild young knights to 
be acceded to, for more evil than good might 
enfue from them. 

The king, however, wljo was young himfelf, 
greatly inclined towards them, and faid, — c Let 
them perform their enterprife: they are young 
and courageous, and, befides, have vowed to do 
fo before the ladies of Montpellier. We are de- 
firous they fhould undertake it, and bring it to the 
happieft end they can/ 

When the king had thus declared his mind to 
the council, no one made further oppofition, to 
the great joy of the knights. The challenge 
having been agreed to in the manner the knights 
had drawn it out, the king called them into his 
clofet, and faid, — c Boucicaut, Reginald, and 
Saimpr, be attentive in this your enterprife, to 
guard well your own honour and that of our king- 
dom : let nothing be fpared , in the ftate you 
you keep $ for I will not fail to affift you as far as 

ten 
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ten thoufand francs/ The three knights caft 
thcmfelves on theii; knees, and returned the king 
their warmeft thanks. 
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CHAP. VI. % 

0URINO THE KING OF FRANCE'S RESIDENCE AT 
BEZISRS, ACCUSATIONS ARE MADE AGAINST 
BETHISAC, TREASURER TO THE DUKE OF 

BERRY. THINKING TO BE SENT TO THE 

POPE AND ESCAPE PUNISHMENT, HE CON- 
FESSES HIMSELF A HERETIC AND SODOMITE, 
SUT IS TRANSFERRED OVER, BY THE OFFICIAL 
AT BEZIERS, TO THE SECULAR POWER, ANI> 
BURNT. 

• 

"IX7HEN the king of France had, for fifteen days 
- or itiore, taken his amufements with the 
ladies and damfels of Montpellier, and his mini- 
fters, during that time, had attended to the ftate 
of the town, for that had been the caufe of his 
coming, and had made many reforms and taken 
off feveral heavy (axes of which the inhabitants 
had complained, he gracioufly took his leave of 
the ladies, and one morning very early departed, 
.following the road to Alipiam *, where he dined, 
and lay that night at St. Thibery f. 
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, * Alipiam. It is Olipiam ix* the MSS. and Alpiam in Ve- 
rard. Q^ if not intended for Ville Airac,' w;hich is on the line 
from, Montpellier to St. Thibery. 

f St. Thibery, a town in the diocefe of Adge, near Pezenas. 
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On the marrow, after his morning-draught, h* 
fet off and came toBeziers 4 where he was received 
moft joyfully ; for the good people of that towv* 
and the adjoining ones of Pezenas, Cab eft an and 
Narbonne *, were anxious to fee hipi* in order to 
make their complaints againft an officer of the 
duke of Berry, called Bethifac, who had im- 
poverished the country all around, by feizi^g 
whatever he could lay his hands on. This Bethifac 
had attended the king's company ever fince he 
had left Avignon ; but the king's minifters, who* 
fought his ruin, never told him, € Bethifac, look 
toyourfelf, for very drift inquiries will be made 
into your management : there have alreacjy been* 
made very heavy accufations againft you to the 
king.' But, on the contrary, they made him good 
cheer, joked and laughed with him, and promifed 
him increafed honours, in which he was difap* 
pointed, as I fhall ihortly relate. 

The king of France left St. Thibery at one 
o'clock in the afternoon, and between three and 
four entered the town of Beziers. He was met 
by the bifhop and ^11 the clergy in their robes, 
and the citizens, ladies anddamfels in proceffion : 
they formed a lane, through which he rode a 
foot's pace $ and, as he paffed, they all fell on 
their knees. In this manner was he conduced to 
the cathedral, and difmounted at the portico, where 
had been ere&ed a rich altar, adorned with holy 



* Pezenas, Cabeftan and Narbonne, towns in Lower Langue- 
doc. 
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rtlics from the church. The. king, having on his 
knees very devoutly made his prayers at this altar, 
was conducted into the church by the bifhop q£ 
Beziers and the duke of Bourbon, followed by all. 
the great lords. He remained in the church about 
half an hour, and then went to the palace that was 
adjoining, where he, his brother the duke of 
Topraine* and his uncle the duke of Bourbon were 
lodged. The other lords were lodged in the 
{own, which was of a fufficient fize, for Beziers is 
3 Urge city. 

The king was for thrp e days revelling with the 
ladies and damfels in fteziers* before any notice 
was takfji pf Bethifac; but the inquifitors who 
had been appointed to make inquiries concerning 
&m were not idle, but did their office fecretly, 
fnd difcovered many atrocious ads deferring the 
feyereft punifhment. On the fourth day, Bethifac 
Was fummoned before the council, and fhut up in 
9 chamber for his examination. He was ordered 
(o make ajifwer to the following accufation$, and 
was fhewn *t the fame' time a number of com. 
plaints and petitions that had been prefent^d to the 
king, at Beziers, accufijog him of weak manage- 
ment and fuch great extortions as made the whole 
country cry out againfl: him. All thefe were read 
in his prefence. To fome he gave fatisfadtory an- 
fwers, to others not, faying he had no knowledge 
pf them, apd referring them to the fenefchals of 
Beaucaire and Carc^ffone, and to the chancellor of 
Berry. They concluded this] examination by tel- 
ling him, it was neceflary to commit him to prifon 
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until he fliould clear himfclf from thefe heavjr 
charges. This he obeyed, for he could not help 
it j and, as foon as he was gbfce, the inquifitors 
Went to hb houfe, and feized all his papers and 
atcounts of whatever things he had been concerned 
iA, carrying them away to fearch into them more 
at leifurt. They difcovered a variety of tranfac- 
tions, and accounts of large fums that he had ex- 
torted from thefe countries. 

♦He was aflced, if thefe accounts Were juft, and 
what had become of the large fums he had re«* 
ceived j he anfwered x € thjt the accounts were juft * 
that the whole amount had been paid to his lord 
df Berry, and had pafled through his ' hands, of 
thofe of other treafurers, for which he had re- 
ceived legal acquittances!, that were iii fuch a plac^ 
of his houfe.* Perfons were fent thither, who 
laid them before the council : and they were fouiid^ 
6h comparing them, to tally tolerably well with 
thie accounts of receipt. 

The inquifitors and the council were fatisfied* 
and Bethifac was no longer clofely confined, The 
council conferred together, and faid, — c Bethifac 
is dear from this accufation ; for it is apparent^ 
that all the fum? the people complain of having 
beeh exafted from them have beeri paid to the 
duke of Berry. H[ow can we help it if thefe Turn* 
have been extravagantly fpent ?' 

Bethifac's defence was nothing but the truth; 
for this d\ike of Berry was the moil covetous man 
alive, and if he could only get money, eared not 
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by what means ; and when he had it, he miferably 
expended it, like many of the pfefent and paft times. 
The king's minifters found nothing in the con- 
duct of Bethifac that Was deferving. death. All, 
however, were not of this opinion j for fomc of them 
faid, — c Bethifac has made fuch cruel levies, and lb 
impoverished the people, to gratify the paflions of 
my lord of Berry, that the blood of thefe poor crea- 
tures cries out loudly again ft him ; for that he being 
the only one from thefe parts of the duke's council, 
and knowing the poverty of the country, fhould have 
remonfixated with the duke, and if he refufed to 
liften to him, he fhould have come and informed 
the king and council of die fituation of the country, 
and. of the duke's intentions: proper meafiires 
would then have been taken, and himfelf excul- 
pated for the large lums he was now accufed of 
having amaHed.' 

In confequence, Bethifac was remanded before 
the council, and again more clofely examined, 
touching the expenditure of the great fums that 
had been raifed and paid to the duke of Berry $ 
for they had found the amount to be three millions 
of francs. He replied, — c My lords, I cannot 
make out any clearer account of this : the duke 
has laid out large fums in the reparations of hi$ 
caftles and houfes, in the, purchafe of lands in the 
county d'Eftampes, from the count de Boulonge, 
and in jewels $ and you know he is very carelefs 
in fuch purchafes. His eftablifhments, which 
were very great before, have been much increafedj 
and he has rilade fuch prefents to Thibaut and 
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Morinot, and the valets about his perfon,. t/iafc. 
they are become very rich.* 

c And you Bethifac/ afked the council, c have 
you been well paid for the pains and fervices you, 
have done him ? one hundred thoufand francs is, 
a pretty tolerable rccoinpenfc' c My lords/ faid 
Bethifac, c I am **ery well fatisfied with what my 
lord of Berry has given me ; for he. wifhes all his 
people to be rich/ c Ha, Bethifac/ replied the 
council, c you now talk like a fool: riches, ilj. 
acquired, are neither honourable nor profitable., 
You muft return to prifon, and we will confider 
what you have now told us, and wait there the 
king's pleafure, to whom we will report every? 
thing you have faid in your defence/ € My\ 
lords/ replied Bethifac, c God affift me V 

He remained in prifon four days without being 
noticed by the council. When it was known in, 
the country that Bethifac had been arretted and; 
thrown into prifon, and that an inquifition was^ 
holding on his condudt -, and that whoever had, 
any complaints to make fhould coine forward $, 
numbers haftened to Beziers, and prefented peti- 
tions and accufations of heavy charges againft 
Bethifac at the king's palace. 

Some complained that he had robbed them of 
their lands without caufe j others of the violences 
he had committed on their wives and daughters.. 
In fhort, the complaints were fo numerous, that 
the king's council were tired of hearing them : 
they plainly fhewed how much he was hated by 
the people, which arofe 'from the great exertions 

he 
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he had nwde to fill the purfe of the duke of 
Berry. 

The council were embarraffed to know how to 
aft ; for the duke of Berry had fent to Beziers 
two knights, the lord de Nantouillet and fir Peter 
Mefpih, with credential letters to the king. Thefe 
knights avowed, in the name of the duke, all the 
ZjEts Bethifac had committed, as done by his 
command, and claimed, at (he fame* time, the 
perfon of Bethifac, that they might conduit him 
to his lord, the duke of Berry. 

The king, from the many infamous ftories he 
had heard of Bethifac, hated him, and he and his 
brother were inclined to have him put to death; 
but' the council dared not condemn him, as they 
^oo much feared the duke of Berry. They faid 
to the king, — € In cafe my lord of Berry takes 
on himfelf all the alts of Bethifac, whatever they 
may deferve, we do not fee that, with any plea of 
juftice, we can put him to death. For at the 
time when he raifed all thefe vaft fums, by har- 
raffing the people with taxes, levies and fubfidies, 
the duke of Berry a&ed as if he were king, with 
the fame royal power you have at this moment. 
We can, however, do one thing, as a punifh- 
ment for his crimes : we may take pofTeffion of all 
his goods, moveable and immoveable, and re- 
duce him to the ftate in which the duke of Berry 
found him, and diftribute thefe among fuch as 
have fuffered the moft from his wickednefs.' 

Why (hould I make a longer ftory of it ? Be- 
thifac was on the point of efcaping, with the lofs 

indeed 
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indeed of his fortune, when other events hap* 
pened that I will relate, I know not, nor have 
ever been able to learn but from his own confcf- 
fion, whether he was or was not guilty of the 
, crimes he accufed himfelf of. He declared he had 
been for a long time a heretic, and had done many 
horrid and wicked deeds. According to the in- 
formation I had, fome perfons vifited him by night 
in his prifon, and, to frighten him, faid ; f Be- 

t thifac, you are in an unfortunate fituation ; for the 
king of France, his brother and the duke of 
Bourbon are determined on your death : and they 
have had fo many accufations agajnft your condudt, 
when you formerly governed Languedoc, that they 
judge you deferring the gallows, and you will not 
efcape with the confifcation of your wealth. This 
has been offered to the king ; but he hates you 
mortally, and refufed it, faying, that both your 
property and your body too was forfeited to him* 
and you fhould not long remain confined. We tell 
you this, that you may confider and make the bcft 
ufe of your time ; for to-morrow you will be 
brought from prifon, and, from the appearances 
we have obferved, we fuppofe you will be cof\- 

' demned to death.* 

This fpeech greatly terrified Bethifac, who ex- 
claimed, c Ah, holy Mary ! are there no means, 
to avoid this ?' c Yes/ replied they : € fay kh 
morrow that you wifh to fpeak to dxe council : 
they will either come or fend for you. When in 

* their prefence, fay, € My lords, I fear I have 
greatly offended God, and for this offence am I 

flow 
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now fui&rmg under thefe flanderous report}/ 
They will afk what you mean. Reply, that you 
have for a long time erred from the faith* and 
that you are a heretic. Keep fteady to this de- 
claration. The bifhop of Beziers, when he hears 
this, will claim you to be given up to him. This 
will be inftantly complied with, for fuch cafes de- 
volve to the ccclefiaftical jurifdi&ion. You will 
be fent to Avignon, where no one will venture to 
accufe you in oppofition to the duke of Berry, 
whom the pope dare not anger. By this means 
you will efcape, without lofs of life or fortune * 
but, if you hefitate in taking advantage of the 
earlieft opportunity, to-morrow you will be hanged i 
for the king hates you from the clamour of the 
people, with whom you know how unpopular you 



Bethifac unfortunately believed all this falfe in- 
formation that had been given to him, for thofe 
who are in peril of their lives are much confufed 
ia mind : he faid, — c You are my good friends 
who thus kindly advife me, and may God reward 
you for it 1 The time may perhaps come when I 
fliall be enabled to thank you otherwife than by 
words.' Upon this, his vifitors departed. 

When morning came, Bethifac called the gaoler, 
and faid, * My friend, I beg of you to go, or 
fend, to fuch and fuch perfons,' whom he named, 
in the number of his inquifuors. He replied, he 
would do fo ; and they were informed, that Bethifac 
wanted to fpeak with them in his prifon. They 
haftened thither, in the hope t'.iat they were al- 
ready 
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ready acquainted with the purport of his fending tot 
them* When arrived, they afked what he wanted: 
he anfwered,— ( My fair firs, I have had time to 
examine the ftate of my confeience -, and I fear 
I have greatly offended God, by having for a long 
time erred in my faith ; for I do not believe one 
word of the Trinity, nor that the Son of God 
has ever deigned. to debafe himfelf by defcending 
from Heaven, and putting on the human form by 
being born of woman. I believe likewife, that 
when we die, our foul dies with us/ c By holy 
Mary, Bethifac,' replied the informers, c you do 
indeed err greatly againft the church: confider 
well what you have faid, for your fpeech de- 
ferves the flames/ c I know not,' anfwered Be- 
thifac, c whether my fpeech deferves fire or water, 
but fuch have been my opinions ever fince I came 
to underftanding, and fuch will they continue as 
Jong as I live/ 

The inquifitors were fo rejoiced at what he had 
faid, that they weuld not for the prefent liften to 
more, but, on their departure, ftriftly charged 
the gaoler not to admit to him man or woman left. 
he fhould retraft his opinions, and haftened to Jay 
before the council what they had heard. They 
went to the king, in his chamber, and reported 
what Bethifac had declared. He was gready af- 
tonifhed, and faid ; f We order him to be put to 
death : he is a wicked wretch, an heretic and thief. 
We will, that he be burnt and hanged, that he 
ifiay have the reward he deferves j nor for any 

<thing 



liung rtiy tincle of Berry fliall fay, will I pardon 
2um.' 

News was foon fpread through Beziers and other 

places, that Bethifac had of his own free will, 

without the leaft conftraint, confeffed himfelf an 

heretic and fodomite, which pra&ice he had long 

followed, and that the king had condemned him to 

"be burnt and hanged. The inhabitants of Beziers 

were pleafed at this, for he was much hated by them. 

The two knights from the duke of Berry were 

thiinderftruck, and knew not how to a&: at 

length fir Peter Mefpin, addreffing himfelf to the 

lord de Nantouillet, faid, — c I fufpedt that Bethifac 

has' been betrayed, and that fome one, who has 

been to fee him in prifon, has frightened him, and 

advifed him to accufe himfelf; and that, if he 

perfift in owning himfelf guilty of thcfe horrible 

and infamous crimes, the church will claim him 

to be tried according to its canons, and he will 

be delivered up to the pope at Avignon. Ah, 

the blockhead will be deceived ! for I have already 

heafd the king has declared he fhall be burnt and 

hanged. Come, let us haften to his prifon, an4 

, remonflrate with him on his folly, and make him 

retraft all he has faid, for he has been betrayed by 

falfc friends.' 

The two knights immediately went from their 
lodgings to the prifon, and demanded from the 
gaoler to fpeak with Bethifac. The gaoler ex- 
cufed himfelf, faying, — € Mylords, I am particu- 
larly ordered, as well as thefe four ferjeants at 
arms, who have been fent hither by the king, not 

to 
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to fuffcr any ot\e to converfe with the prifoner, 
under pain of our lives $ and this command of die 
king we dare not difobey.' The knights perceived 
$11 further attempt would be vain, for it yras over 
with Pethifac, and that he muft die for the crimes 
of which he had been wickedly induced to ac-* 
cule himfelf. They then returned to their inn, 
paid their expenfes, mounted their i horfes, and 
fet QUt on their return to the duke of Berry. 

The end of Bethifac was, that about ten o'clock 
in the morning of the next day he was carried 
from prifon to the palace of the bifliop, where 
were aflembled his judges s^nd the official pf the 
bHhop's court. The bailiff of Beziers, under 
whofe care he had been committed prifoner, laid 
to the officers of the bilhop ; c Here is Bethifcc, 
y?hom we deliver to you as a fodomite, an heretic, 
and one erring greatly againft the faith, who, had 
he not been a clerk, fhould have been punilhed 
by us according to his deferts.' 

The official demanded if he Tfrere fuch a perfon 
as he had been reprefented, and that he would, in 
the hearing of the people, avow or dejiy it. Be- 
thifac, who expedfced to efcape, by confeffing 
himfelf guilty, replied, that the charges were true. 
He was thrice afked this queftion, and thrice ac- 
knowledged it aloud. You may fuppoft how 
grofsly he. muft have been deceived : had he 
kept firm to the defence he had made to the accu- 
fations brought againft him, he would have been 
acquitted ;. for the duke of Perry had taken ypon 
N himfelf all the charges of extortion, in ntifinjg the 

taxes 



toes m Langiiedoc. Fortune, dtte may conclude, 
played him this trick ; and when he was feated, as 
he thought, on the top of her wheel* fhe fuddenly 
turned it round and whirled him in the dirt, as 
fiie has done to thoufands fince the world began. 

Bethifac was> by the official, given over to the 
bailiff of Beziers, who, in temporal matters, go- 
verns for the king : without delay, he led him to 
the fquare before the palace, and made fuch hade, 
that Bethifac had rib time to make any defence, 
nor retraft what he hid faid ; for when he faw 
the fire, and that he was put into the hands of the 
executioner, he was affrighted, and perceived that 
he had been betrayed* He called aloud to be 
heard, but no attention whatever was paid to him : 
he was told, — c Bethifac, the order is given, and 
you muft die : your evil deeds have brought 
you to a difgradeful end/ Much hafte was made, 
for the fire was lighted ; and they had efe&ed a 
gallows and a poll, with a large collar and chain : 
they opened the collar by a hinge, and clofed it 
again, when round his neck, and dragged him to 
the poft, fattening him thereto with the chain. 
He cried aloud, faying,— c Duke of Berry, they 
Wrongfully and treachefoufly are putting me to 
death/ The moment he was fattened to the ftake, 
they covered him with dry faggots, to which they 
fet fire ; and thus was Bethifac burnt, and his 
bones hanged : the fquare being in front of the 
palace, thq king of France, if he pleafed, might 
have witnefled it from the windows of his apart- 
ments. Such was the miferable end of Bethifac ; 
Vol. X. E and 
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and the people revenged on him the ifcinjr 
vexations and violences he had committed during 
the time he governed Languedoc** 

CHAJ>. Vlt. 

1 

WHfcN *fHE RlftG OF FRANCE IS AT TOUJLOVSE> 
HE SUAiMONS THE COUNT DE FOIX> <W80> Otf 
HIS ARRIVAL, PAYS HIM HOMAGE FOR HIS 

# 

COUNTY OF FOIX. 

*TpHE king 6f FrJtnce did not retoain long in 
'■*" Bezters after this fevere afi: of juftice, but 
fet titit with his array, taking the road towards 
Cattaflbne* Since he had left AvignGn, he had 
fceeh always attended by his marfhal, fir Lewis ds 
Sancerre, The king did not follow the ftraight 
road, but vifited different towns, fiich as Gabeftan f A 
Narbonne £, Lymoux §, Morft-royal tt and Fou- 
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* I>on Vaiflette, in his hiflory of Languedoc, gives very 
fatisfadtory reafons, to (hew that FroifTart was miftaken as to the 
time of Be thifac's execution, which took place the a 2d De- 
cember, 1389, at Touloufe, fome months after the king had 
left Beziers. For further particulars, I refer to that hiflory. 

f Gabeftan, — a town in lower Languedoc, "dioeefe of 
Nimes. 

t Narbonne,— a large city in lower Languedoc. 

$ Lymoux, — a city in upper Languedoc, five leagues from 
Carcaffone. 

J| Mont-royal Q± 

gaux> 



gauk t, fcherice h& tfctutned to CArca0one 9 -Whpif 
he rrfided four days. On his departure, hepaflc^ 
through Ville-franche f> Avignonet % apd Mont? 
gifcard §, in his way jx> Touioufe. The inhabi- 
tants of thjs city* being anxious to fee him, wenf 
out in grand pro&ffion, handfomely <Jre0ed, an^L 
efcorted him with much pomp to jthc caftle of 
Touioufe The citizens of the town, which ip 
rich apd important, made the kiqg Aich prefects, 
toi his arrival, as well pleafed him* 

When the king had rcfreftied himfelf, for three 
days, in Touioufe, he yras advifc4 tp fur^mon 
the count de Foix, who had left Beam, and fixed 
Jiis refidence at a town in Foix, called Mazgres* 
fourteen leagues from Touioufe ; for he had jrc- 
reived information of the king's arrival at Tou- 
ioufe, and of his intention to iumjnon higi. 

The madhal of France and the lord de la fti- 
▼iere, were ordered to wait on the count, whp, 
letting out on a Wednefday after dinner, arrived 
at a tolerably good town in the Touloufoin, called 
Ifle Jourdain g, and on the morrow, by dinner* 
time; came to Mazeres. The count de Foix, pn 



# Fougaux. Q^ Fougans, a village in upper Languedoc. 

f Ville-franche,— -a cbwn in upper Languedoc, fliocefe of 
Alby. 

X Avignonet,— a town in tipper Languedoc, diocefe of 
St. Papoui 

§ Montg^*card,--a town in upper Languedoc, three leagues 
from Touioufe. ' 

|| Ifle Jourdain,— a town in Annagnac, fix leagues from 
Touioufe. 
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learning their arrival, received them ^ klrMly^^roflt 
Kis affe&ion to the king, and from his former ac* 
quaintance with them* 

The marfhal, addfefling him, faid/-*-* My lord 
of Folx, our Vety dear lord, the king of Francr, 
fends us to invite yoti to come to Touloufe * 
otherwife, fo great is his defire to fee you, that 
he will do his utniof! to vifit you in your own 
country/ The count replied,-** Sir Lewis, I will 
not give the king the trouble of coming- to me* 
for it is more becoming that I Wait' on him* You 
will tell him therefore, if you pleafe, from me^ 
that I will be in Touloufe within four days/ c It is 
well faid/ replied the knight : c we will return* 
and carry him this your anfwer/ • That you 
may boldly do/ faid the count f € but not to-day ; 
for you (hall now ftay with me, as I am heartily 
glad to fee you both; and in the morning you 
(hall fet out on your return/ 

The two knights remained with the count, Who 
was in the higheft good humour, that day and 
night, and they converfed on various fubje&s. 
The count was a wife and prudent man, and* had 
a talent of drawing from any perfon with whom 
he converfed, be is ftation what it might, his 

• moft private thoughts. At bed-time, they took 
leave of the count, intending to fet out very early 
in the morning for Touloufe, which they did, 
and I believe performed the journey in one day. 
On their return, they found the king playing at 
chefe with the duke of Bourbon, who, on feeing 
them, called out, c Well, what newsf Will the 

* count 
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<ouftt cte Foix come or not?' ' Yes, fire/ re- 
jpfiedk Riviere : * he has a very earned defire to 
come to you, and will be here within four days** 
* Weft* find the king* * we fhall be very happy 
to fee him/ 

The two knights then left the king to continue 
his game, and went to fop and refrefh themfelves, 
lor they had rode a long day's journey. The 
count de Foix, who refided at Mazeres, was not 
forgetful of the journey he was to make; and his 
preparations wene foon ready, for he had given 
orders cm that head when he had firft heard of die 
king^s coming to Touloufc. He lent forward to 
Xouloufe purveyances in abundance, fuitable to 
his ranki and had ordered two hundred knights 
and iquires from Beam to attend him. On the 
day the count had fixed for his arrival at Touloufc, 
be entered the city with upwards of fix hundred 
horfe, and well accompanied by knights and fquires 
of his vafialage. Among them were, fir Roger 
d J Efpaign his coufin, the lord de Corafle, the lord 
de Valentin, the lord de Quer, the lord de Baruge, 
fir Efpaign du Lyon, the lord de Roquepaire, the 
lord de Lane, the lord de Befach, the lord de 
Perle, fir Peter de Cabeilain, fir Menaut de 
Noaillos, fir Richard de la Mothe, fir Arnold de 
Saint Baffle, with many others. He was alfo at* 
tended by 1t$ two brothers, fir Peter and fir Ar- 
nold de Beam, and his two baftard- fons, whom 
he affe&ionately loved, fir Evan and fir Gracien 
de Foix. 

Th* cowt had intentions of fettling on thefe 

£ 3 two 
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two fen* the greater part of Beam, ^Htcfa^ Icing 
free lftnd ind dependant add no one bifcGqd, M 
fco^ld difpbfe of as he pleifed, 

T^htQount de Poix difmounted fit the convent 
of the Friar Preachers, where he and hts hpufe* 
kold were lodgf d j land his people quartered them- 
fdvds as near him as they £ould t . ,_•- 

. The. citizens of Touloflfe ftewecj iiiuch jpy afc 
die arrival of the count de Foi*, for they IpvedJ 
huh from his being fo kin4' a neighbour, aftd never 
jufftring 3lny of his jfcople, to make war or, cocn*? 
mit fenjr violence oi* their country^ Ttopy pfrtn 
fented him with the fined wines and fo m.^ny other 
things, that he Was well contented ^itfe <jthestt. 
He made his entry into Touioufe rafcherlatfcin the 
evening, and remained all that night in hi* lodging*. 
Oh. the ftiorrow, aboilt tert o'clock,: he mounted 
his horfe, as did thofe who were to gttdjid him ttk 
the kit%, corififting of more than two hundred 
knights, all men of diftin&ton ; and in this ftatt 
he paraded through the ftrdcts <3f ToOjoufe to the 
paftle, where the king fefidecL He difmounted 
in the court within die firft fquare df the caftle* 
where fervants took and held their horfes. 

The count and his company afcended the fteps 
of the great hall, whither the king had 'gone from 
his chamber to wait his arrival ; for he 'Was very 
anxious to fee him for the gallant a$ibns he had 
performed, and on account of his fair reputation. 
The count de Foix, who Was very handfome in 
perfon and in countenance, entered the hall bare 
headed (for he never wore a cap), with his hair 

' ' fcattered 
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(battered about: when he perceived the king. Jits 
brother* uncle, and die huds of France,, in (he 
*£tof doing the king honour* and riot till then, he 
bended very low on one knee : he afterwards itrib 
up, advanced, and kaek .a fccond tune dofc to 
die king, who raifcd hm <up with his hand and 
embraced him, (ayiag, ^ Fair coufio of Foix, you 
#rc welcome* for your vifit has greatly wj^ced us/ 
f My iqsd» 9 replied the count, € .I thanfc'yott .much 
for what you are pleafcd to lay/ They had a 
Jong conversation together, until dinner time 
fmved* but I neither heard the words nor the 
(ubjeft. 

Water being brought, they wafted, and fcated 
themfclves at table. The archbifhop of Toukmfc 
was fcated at the head of the king's table, next 
fo him the king, then his .uncle die duke of 2kx*> 
ban, then the count de Foix, die counts de la 
ft^archc and.de Vendome, and none others. At 
the Jecond were featsed, the k>r4 Charles d'Albret, 
the count de -Harcourt, -the -lord -P&lip 4c Jiar> 
f^cl /our other knights attached, to the count 4e 
Foix. j\t another table wer^ placed, the xnarftud 
de Sancerre, fir Roger d'Efpaign, and eight off 
the count's knights. This dinner was magnificent 
and lplendid in $U refpe&s. When they had dined, 
the tabjfs were removed j a^d^ grace being faid, 
they amufed themfclves in various ways. The 
king k and the lords were on their feet nearly two 
hours, in the prefence-qhwiher, liftening to the 
minftrels^ for die count de FoU took delight in 
them, . . 

E 4 After 
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After this, wine and fpices were brought, and 
the comfit box was prefented folely to the king by 
the count de Harcourt. Sir Gerard de la Pierre 
did the fame to the duke of Bourbon, and fi* 
Menaut de Noailles to the count de Foix*. 

When this was done, it was about four o'clock 
in die afternoon : the count de Foix took leave of 
the king, the duke of Bourbon and the other lords, 
and, leaving the hall, went into the courts, where 
he found his horfes and attendants waiting for 
him. The count and his company having mount- 
ed, returned to his lodgings, much pleafed with 
the reception and entertainment the king of Franco 
had given him, and prajfed him exceedingly when 
converting wifJi his knights. During the time the % 
king of France and' count Gafton de Foix were at 
Touloufe, many tokens of affedtion paffed between 
them, which was encouraged to the utmoft of 
their power by the marshal de Sancerre and the 
lord de la Riviere, becaufe they faw the king, as 
. ■ ■ ii i i i i i . ■ . i ■ ' i ' ■' 

• * There was another cuftom at the tables of the king and 
great barons, which .was not ufual at the cntertainmentt of 
private perfons. Betide the fpices which compofed the defers 
and were intended for the guefts in common, there were other 
snore tare fpices, that were ferved in a box divided into com- 
partments, which was of gold; filver, or filver gilt, and called 
a * dragebir* (comfit box.) It was commonly a tifRre or 
feme perfon of diftinftion who had the honour to prefent it to 
his lord alone, unlefs he wifte4 to have particular refpeft paid 
to any of his guefts, to whom )ie fent it.' FrpiiTart is then 
quoted as in the text, by M.le Grand d'AufTy, to whom I 
refer for further particulars refpefting this and other ancient 
cuftoms, in his < Vie privc des Fran;ois.* 

( well 



well as the duke of Bourbon, had conceived 4 
friend/hip for the count de Foix. 

The count de Foix one day entertained at din- 
ner the duke of Touraine, the duke of Bourbon, 
the count de la Marche, and the other French 
lords. The dinner was beyond meafure grand and 
plentiful, with numerous diihes and devices. Up- 
wards of two hundred knights were feated at table, 
ferved by thofe of the count de Foix ; and, juft 
as the tables were on the point of removal, the 
king of France, who had dined at the caftlc, made 
his appearance, attended by the lord Charles d'Al~ 
bret and the lord Philip de Bar, his coufin-ger- 
raans. % He could not refift the pleafure of feeing 
this company, and had come to the lodgings of 
the count attended by only eleven others. 

The count de - Foix and the whole company 
were highly pleafed at this condefcenflon of the 
king in coming to vific him. Various were the 
diveFfions on this occafion ; and the Gafcons and 
French tried their flail and ftrength in wreftling, 
throwing the bar or javelin for the fartheft of 
higheft ; and it was night before the king ancl the 
company feparated. The count prefented that 
day to the duke of Touraine, the duke of Bour- 
bon, and to the knights ancf fquires attached to 
the king, more than fixty courfers, palfreys and 
ambling mules, all faddled and caparifened be- 
coming their different ranks. He gave alfo to 
the minftrels of the king, the duke of Touraine 
and the duke of Bourbon, two hundred golden 
crowns, and to the heralds the like fum. All, 
therefore, were loud in the praife of his generofity. 

On 
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! ©ii the fourth day after this entertainment* . the 
count de Foix, well attended by the barons and 
knights of Beam and Foix, waited on the king* at 
the caftle, to perform what had been required *f 
him s that is to fay, his homage for the county of 
Foix and its dependancics, reserving to himfelf, 
as free land, Bearo. There had been, before thb* 
many treaties negotiated between the king and 
count de Foix, through the king'* minifterg, the 
lord de la Riviere^ fir John le Meroier and the 
bifhop of Noyon* who had lately arrived from 
Avignon $ but thefe treaties were kept very fecte*. 
It was faid, that the count de Foix required of 
the king that his fon Evan de Foi^ ihoyld; after 
his deceafe, inherit that country* in vo*>ftderatia* 
of which the king Ihould receive, on the 4a>y »o£ 
the count's death, one hundred (houfand francs * 
that his other fon, fir Gracien* ihould h$d *h* 
lands of Aire, in Bears** with the good towns of 
Aire and Mont-marfen ; and thai: all the book 
the count then held in Beam, /ihould rqvert to hi| 
heir, the vifcount de ChiUeaubon. This diftri-? 
bution had cauftd a difference between the county 
Jms barons and knights ; fe veral of whom faid* 
that this could not be legally done without the 
public confent of the vaffals of Beam and .Foix. 
As an intermediate ftep, homage was made of the 
county of Foix to the king of France, who, by 
the advice of his council, faid to the count ancj 
fcarons of Foix,— c I now hold in my hand the 
homage for my county of Foix ; and if the fuc- 
cjeffion ihould happen to be vacated, by the death 
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of our coufm, the count de Foix, in our lifetime, 
wc will come to fuch rcfolutions concerning it, 
through the advice of our council, that Evan de 
Foix, and all the vaffals of that county, fhall be 
pcrfe&ly fatisfted therewith V 

This tfpeech was fuificient for the count *nd 
Jits bqrons th?n prefent. When the regulations 
fcadJbc^n property written oiit and fealed* the count 
de Foix took leave of the king, his brother, uncle, 
and the French lords ; but that day he dined with 
fktt -klngv and to the evening returned to hi$ 
lodgings, On the morrow> after drinking a cup, 
jto departed from Touloufe, leaving his purveyors 
Wiiriel to pay his expenfes, and, having Wolfed 
the Gardnne, at the bridge of Touloufe, returned 
|»*ius own countty, by way K of Mont-marfen> and 
In-toed at Oithes, where he diftpiffed all who had 
accompanied him, retaining only thofe neceiTary 
for hi* tervfee. It was told me, *nd I beJieve*it, 
tkatthis vifit of the king of France to Languedoc 
ghd ToUfoufe, coft the count de Foix , iporc than 
htpf thouftnd francs : great, however, as this futo 
was, the count was fo courteous ^nd liberal, that 
he very cheerfully paid it, 

mUmmm ■>— ^—— **m ^— i I ki i ■■ i ■ ■ ■ n ' -■ m < m ■ a n n | , ■■ i ■ i >' 

- • Theft precautions were vain. Matthieu de Foix, a de- 
scendant of Roger Bernard, vifcount de Caftel-bon, lord of 
Moncade, and youngeit ion of Gallon J. count de Foix, having 
Jus pretenfiona fupported by the nobility, feized the govern- 
flient, and had his right acknowledged by the court of France, 
through feme arrangements he made with it.— Villaret t tome vL 
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THE RING OF FRANCE AND HIS BROTHER, tttK 
DUKE OF TOURAINE, WAGER WHICH SHALL 
ARRIVE THE SOONEST AT PARIS> FROM MONT- 
PELLIER, EACH ATTENDED BY ONLY ON* 
KNIGHT, i* 

T BELIEVE that the king of France, during hi* 
*■ refidence at Touloufe, attended much v& thd 
ftate of that part of his realm. He removed 
fenefchals and other officers, and made fuch re* 
forms that he was popular with all ranks of people J 
One day, in the presence of his brother, his imthfj 
the duke of Bourbon, and numbers of lords of 
France and Gafcony, that it might be had in p*w 
pctual remembrance, he gave permifflon to hii 
coufin-german, the lord Charles d* Albret, to qua** 
ter the fleurf de lis of France, alternately wick 
his own ; for the arms of Albret were fimply gtilei 
without any diftin&ion, but at prcfent they art 
quartered with thofe of France, 
* The lord -d'Albret confidered this as a moft 
diftinguifhed gift ; and the day the king had thus 
enriched the arms of Albret, the lord Charles gav<$ 
a dinner that coft him one thopfand francs i ahej 
prefented the heralds and minftrels who had at-r 
tended it with two hundred francs* which cir^um* 
ftance caufed them to proclaim his liberality. 
Shortly afterward, it was announced that the 

king 
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king would leave Touloufc, on his return to Paris, 
and his attendants made preparations accordingly. 
As foon as it was known, the archbilhop and 
finefchal of Touloufe, with the citizens and ladies, 
came to take their leave of the king, who re* 
ceived them all very kindly. He fet out from 
Touloufe after breakfaft, and lay the firft night 
at Chateau-neuf d 9 Aulroy, and then continued his 
journey to Montpellier, where he was joyfully re- 
reived. He there remained for three days to 
amufe himfelf ; for the town and the ladies a£» 
folded him much pleafure. He was, however, 
very impatient to return to Paris, to fee his queen* 
One day, while at Montpellier, he faid, jokingly, 
lo the duke of Touraine,— c Fair brother, I wiih 
we were at Paris, and our attendants where they 
now are ; for I have as great a defire to fee the 
queen, as I fuppofe you muft have to fee my 
fifter-in-law.' c My lord,' replied the duke, c we 
Hull never get there by wifhing it : the diftance 
is too great.' c That is true, 9 anfwered the king; 
* but I think, if I pleafed, I could very foon be 
there.' c Then it muft be by dint of hard riding/ 
laid the duke of Touraine, c and not otherwife, 
and I alfo can do that ; but it would be throygh 
means of my horfe. 9 c Come, 9 faid the king, 
' who will be there firft ? you or I : let us wager 
on this. 9 c With all my heart/ anfwered the duke, 
who would at all times exert himfelf to get money. 
A wager was, in confequence, made between them, 
for five hundred francs, who fhould the firft arrive 

at 
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at Paris; fctting outi on the morrow, kt' the fiuM 
hour, taking with therti only one fervanfr, or bne 
knight* as they pleafed. No one attempted to prfe* 
vent th6 face from taking place* and they fet out 
as' they had fettled it i the lord de Garfencieres ao* 
compariied the king, and the lord de ViefViHe the 
duke of Toiiraine. Thus thefe four, who weiti 
Jrouiig £nd adtive, rode on night and day* fre- 
quently changing "hpffes, Or had themfelves con* 
veyed: in eajts, when they wiftied to take znf 
repofe. 

The duke of Bourbon returned by Ptfy in An* 
Vfcrgne to his own dountry, and, on his road) 
vifited his father-m-Jaw, the daupfhin of Auvergnej 
the dauphinefs and their chtldf en, who were eight 
in number, brothers and filters, to the ' dtichefs dt 
Bourbon by a fecond^m^riage. 

The king of France and his brother continued 
their journey with much exertion, to gain the 
Wager; Confider what pains thde two ytrong 
princes mtjft have taken, Tor all their eftablifhmenti 
Were left behind* The king took four days and a 
half to perform thejpiirney to Paris, and the duke 
of Touraine only four days and one third t, fo 
near were they to each other; but the duke won 
the wager, by the king fleeping eight hours at, 
Troyes in Champagne. The duke embarked on 
the Seine, and went as far as Melun by water : 

* The diftance from Montpcliier to Paris is 191 leagues.-— • 
Gazetteer. 

there 
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thfefe he remounted and rode on to Paris, ftraiglrt 
to the hdtel de Saint Pol, where the queen and 
the duchefs refideef^and inquired after the king 
{for he was ignorant whether he was arrived 
b* ndt), Aid' was rcjoicfed fo leafn that he was 
hot come. He faid t6 d* qilefen, c Madam, 
you wStt very fliortly hear of him/ This was 
true ; fcfr, hot tang after the duke's arrival, the 
king fnade his appearance, and the duke ran to 
him and faid^ c My lord, I have won the wager : 
order me to be paid.' c That is but juffc,' re- 
adied the king* « and it (hall be done. 1 They 7 
then related to the ladies their adventures on 
the road, and how they had come in four days 
and a half from Montpellief, which was dif- 
taut from Paris one hundred and fifty leagues* 
The ladies turhed the j|h°? e into a j°kc> and 
laughed at it ; btk they were fenfible how greatly 
they mud have been fatigued, and nothing but 
their yduth and courage could have borne them 
through it. You muft know, the duke of Tou- 
raine infilled on the wager being paicj in ready 
money. 
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CHAP. tit 

The death oi fopk urban at romb, cavlb* 
the anti pop^.— popx clement writes to 
the king of france, his uncles, and the 
university of paris on the occasion.— 
the election of pope boniface 3y the 
roman cardinals* 

A BOUT this period, pope tJrban Vl. died at 
■* Rome, to the forrow of the Romans, who 
loved him much. He. was buried, with great fo* 
lemnity, in the church of Saint Peter ; and, when 
this ceremony was ended, the cardinals formed a 
conclave tp eledt another pope, and haftencd die 
matter that it might be done before any intelli-* 
gence of the death of Urban could be carried to 
Avignon. 

Pope Clement and his cardinals did not hear of 
the deceafe of Urban until the tenth day after.it 
had happened. They immediately afiembled at 
the palace, where many propofals were difcufled ; 
and they had ftrong hope that the fchifm of the 
church would be concluded, and an union formed 
of the two parties ; for this error had lafted too 
long. They imagined, that the cardinals at Rome 
would not be in any hurry to form a conclave, but 
would agree to acknowledge the pope of Avignon, 
and were indulging in thefe flattering hopes, wfepft 
other accounts forced them to think differently. 

They 
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They fignified to the king of France the death of 
Urban, whom they called the anti-pope, and en- 
treated him to fupport the pretenfions of Clement, 
by writing in his favour to his cousins the emperor 
*f Germany, the king of Hungary, the count de 
Verttis, and to the duke of Auftria, who had ac- 
knowledged the late pope Urban, and to requeft 
they would agree to reftore peace to the church j 
for that there ought not to be any variation in the 
faith, and, as there is but one God in Heaven, 
there cannot, nor ought there to be, more than 
one vicegerent on earth. 

When this information arrived at Paris, the 
duke of Burgundy, to whom the pope and cardi- 
nals had likewife written to the fame purport, was 
with his nephew. The king appeared very much 
pleafed on hearing it, and faid to the duke,— 
* Good uncle, we had a great defire to march a 
large army to Rome, and deftroy thefe unbelievers; 
but this is checked by the death of the anti-pope, 
for pope Clement and his cardinals have affured 
us that Urban is dead. They fuppofe that there 
will not be any conclave held at Rome to eleft 
another, but that the cardinals will fubmit them- 
felves to the obedience of pope Clement. He has 
likewife requefted, that we would write to our 
coufins the emperor of Germany, his brother the 
king of Hungary, to the count de Vertus and 
to the duke of Auftria, to fecure their favour in 
his fupport: What would you advife us to 
do?' 

Vol. X. F * My 
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**' € My lord/ replied th$ duke of Burgundy,. * it 
is very true that Urban is dead ; but we know tie* 
thing of the ftate of the cardinals at Rome, nor of 
the Romans; nor whether thefc cardinals mean to 
perfift in their opinion. It will be difficult for 
them to change* as the Romans are their matters, 
and as they formerly forced thefti to eleft the arch- 
biftiop of Bari pope, whom they obeyed as long 
as he lived : they may again force them to- ek& 
another according to their pleafure. You have 
therefore no occasion to be in any hafle refpe&kig 
this matter, nor to write to thofe who will not do 
much for you in the bufinefs, as they have already 
(hewn. Remain quiet, therefore, until you ihali 
hear further on the fubjeft j. for it may happen that 
the cardinals at Rome may be of one mind, and* 
though differing with each other, may diflemhle 
with the Romans, and acknowledge no other pope 
but Clement ; and, in order to keep the Roman* 
in good humour, promife them that Clement fhali 
fix his refidence at Rome, which he will very 
readily confent to, if the matter could be brought to 
depend on that. Should rhis appear probable, it will 
then be time foryou to write to thofe Chriftian kings 
and lords who hold contrary opinions in religion to 
you, to entreat they would unite to put an end to 
the fchifm, and to promote the re-eftabliflunent 
of union in the church. This is what you ought 
to do ; for we are not as yet affured what turn the 
bufinefs may take, and it will not be long before 
we have further intelligence.' 

When 



Wfcfcft the duke had ended this Tpeech* to the 
«fcg asnd council no one made any reply j for 
they thought the duke's reafoning Unanswerable. 
The king fecnYed convinced by it*, and faid j f Good 
uncle, we believe your reafons* for you fee farther 
into chufch-aflairs than we do; and we will not 
take -any fteps in the rAatter without your adviee 
•ad approbation/ The bfcfinefe Was here ended, 
tod Other matters difeutfed* 

The intelligence of the death of Urbart c&ufed 
great tfifputes among the ftudents at the Univcrfity. 
They fceafed following their ufual ftudtes, ind were 
employed in difputing hoto the cardinals would 
a& i whether they would eleft a pope in the room 
of Urban, or acknowledge the pope of Avignon, 
Th*y ftiade it the fiibjeft of argument, and it was 
carried on with much heat and animofity. They 
knew that Clement had written to the king, to the 
duke of Tourainc> to the duke of Burgundy, and 
to the itiinifters', on the ftate of his affairs ; and he 
had alfo Written, in general terms^ to the univer- 
fity, that that body might do as much as was pos- 
sible* and with all diligence, for his affiftance. 
The ftiidents propofed feveral fubje&s of argu- 
ment* which were warmly difcufTed among them- 
felves* Thofe interefted for Clement (aid,— c It is 
time foi* the king and our lot-ds in France to write to 
the chiefs in Chriftendom, fuch as the emperor of 
Germany, the king of Hungary, the lord of Milan, 
the duke of Auftria, and all who hold contrary opi- 
nions refpe&ing the pope, and prefs them to return 
to the true faith > for it would do them infinite ho- 
nour* ' 

F a Three 



Three times; in three fcveral days, the prin- 
cipal ftudents of the univerfity aflembkd, ami 
went in a body to the hotel dc St. Pol, to entreat 
the king and his council to put an end to the 
fchifm, and to comply with the recitation of thf 
pope, who had written to them in fuch hyn&fc 
terms. They, however, were not admitted, nor 
had any anfwer given to them, which made the*& 
very difcontented : however, the following news, 
which arrived a few days after, appeafed them. 

The Roman cardinals had afTembled in con- 
clave, and clefted the cardinal of Naples, a pru- 
dent and courageous clerk, to the papacy, who 
took the name of Boniface*. The king of France 
and his lords, on hearing this, were very mejan-? 
choly, and thought the fchifm in the church 
likely to continue for a long time. c Now fe$/ 
faid the duke of Burgundy to the ljing, c of how 
little avail your letters would have been, which 
they were urging you to write : it has happened 
juft as I forefaw.' c My good uncle/ replied thp 
king, € you have indeed judged truly/ 

Pardons were offered in abundance by Boniface, 
and notified to all the clergy in the different king- 
doms under his obedience. Thofe who wifhed to 
gain them fet out on their journey to Rome $ but 
when they approached near Ancona and Romagna, 
they ran great rifks , for fir Bernard de la Salle, 
who guarded this frontier, and made war on the 



* Pietro, or Perrin dc Tomacelli, cardinal of Naples, pope 
Boniface IX. 

Romans 
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Romans in the nariie of Clement, had thefe pit* 
grims watched oh all the roads, and did 4 * them 
ifrach evil, fcveral of whom were flain or loft. 
We will for the prefent leave flaking of theft 
popes, and introduce other events. 



*p 



" CHAP. X. 

THE SURRENDER OF THE STRONG CASTLE 0* 
VENTADOUR IN LIMOUSIN, THAT HAD BEEN 
¥HE CHIEP RESIDENCE OF GEOFFRY TETE- 
NOIR. 

X7° u ^ avc before heard how Geoflry TSte-rtoir 
- was matter of the cattle of Ventadour, which 
he had held againft all the force fent againft him 
as long as he lived $ that he had laid the country 
under contributions upwards of thirty leagues 
round; and that when he died, he had on his 
death-bed named his two nephews, Alleyne and 
Peter Roux, to fucceed him in the command, to 
whom all the leaders of that garrilbn had in his 
prefence fworn obedience and fidelity. 

After the deceafe of Geoffry Tete-noir, thefe 
$wo brothers governed fuccefsfully for forrie time, 
keeping the whole country under fubjedtion. This 
cattle belonged to the duke of Berry by purchafe 
from the count de Montpenfier, and his fon, John 
of Berry, bore its title ; but, though the garrifon 
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gave him much vexation, he could nert the* 
amend it He had befieged it fever al time* with 
block-houfes, and preffed it as much as he could, 
but in vain : the garrifon held his attempts cheap, 
and failied out, whenever they pleafed, to. overrun 
the country. The two brothers would not pay 
any attention to the truce that had been agreed ta 
between France and England, laying they were 
not bound to abide by it* but would make war 
when and where they pleafed. The two countries 
of Auvergne and Limoufin fuffered greatly ; and 
to remedy it, a gallant knight of Auvergne, fir 
William le Bouteiller, with fir John Bonne-lance> 
fir Lewis d'Ambiere* and other knights and fquirei 
from Limoufin and Auvergne, erefted block-houfea 
before Ventadour, and had there remained the 
whole of the feafbn, at the charge of the oowtt^* 
It was about this time, as I was told, that die 
governors laid a plot to entrap fir William If 
Bouteiller* and fir John Bonne-lance, who ha4 
done them much mifchief. They determined tp 
have it told thefe two knights in a Jecret way, 
that they were defirous of furrendering the fort for 
a certain fum of florins ; for they were tired of 
remaining there longer, and wifhed to return tp 
their own country or elfewhere. They imagined 
the knights would readily comply, for the duke of 
Berry was eager to gain it on any terms ; and they 
refolved not to afk a larger fum than what might 
be inftantly procured. One brother afked the 
other, c What fum (hall we fix on ?' * Ten tftou* 
fand francs, for that will be enough, as we (hattf 

have 
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litroc befide the bodies of the two knights by an 
arabufh we will place in one of the towers.* 

Confider how foolifh thefe • two Bretons muft 
hare been to imagine they could deceive two fuch 
knights and keep their money. If evil befel 
them/ they are unworthy of regret or pity. Fol- 
lowing their plan, they fent one of their varlets 
out of the caftlc, faying,— c Go as far as the 
French biock-houfes : allow thyfelf to be taken, 
but demand to be carried to fir William le Bou* 
teiller or fir John Bonne-lance, which of them 
thou pleafeft, give them thefe letters, and require 
an anfwer, as their contents are of confequence to 
them and to us.' The fervant, who thought no- 
thing evil, faid he would obey their commands, 
and advanced to the ncareft block-houfe of the 
French. On perceiving him, thofe within came 
out to meet him and demanded his bufinefs : he 
faid, he wanted to fpeak with fir William le Bou- 
teiller or fir John Bonne-lance. He was con- 
ducted to them, for the two knights happened to 
be then together. When in their prefence, he 
bowed and took them afide to deliver his letters, 
faying that fir Alleyne and fir Peter Roux had fent 
him to them. They were much furprifed on 
hearing this, and that the governors of Ventadour 
fhould write to them. They took, the letters, and 
read them ; but their contents were merely to fay, 
that Alleyne and Peter Roux would willingly have 
a parley with them on fomething to their advan- 
tage. When they had perufed the letters, they 
were more aftonifhed than before, and fufpe&ed 
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fomt treachery. They, however, confirfted toge- 
ther on what could be wanted with them, and re- 
turned a verbal meffage, that, if the governors 
wilhcd to meet them without the caftle, they would 
promife them, and thofe who fliould accompany 
them, perfect fecurity for their perfons until they 
had re-entered the place. 

Such was the anfwer the varlet brought back to 
his mailers. Sir Peter faid to fir Alley ne, c May 
vc confide in iuch promifes?' ' Oh yes/ replied 
bis brother $ ' forconfider their word is given, and 
tfrey are % loyal knights incapable of breaking it. 
We will inform them of our intended fiu-rcnder* 
which they will eagerly accept/ 
. On the morrow, ahout eight o*clock, they or- 
dered the wicket adjoining the gate to be opened* 
and the bridge to be lowered down, and they leant 
on the chains until fir William le Bouteilkr and fir 
John Bonne-lance arrived, who difmounted be- 
fore the bridge, and ordered their attendants 
to retire. When the two Breton governors, on, 
the bridge, faw them, they aflced, ' May we 
come and converfe with you in fafety ?' c Ye§,' 
replied the knights - 9 { but is there no treachery on 
your fide?' c Oh no,' anfwered the Bretons : € it 
is now truce between us.' ' Well then, come with 
all fecurity, and tell us what you have to fay/ 
Peter and Alleyne Roux then pafled the bridge* ^pd 
went to the place where they were waiting for them. 
. The two knights faid, c What is the fubjeft of 
the treaty or parley you wifh to have with us ? 
Are you inclined to furrender Ventadour ?' € Yes,' 
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faid they, c but on conditions. Wc only afk ten 
thoufand francs for the (lores ; for we are tired of 
carrying on the war longer, and wifh to retire to 
Brittany or to whatever other country we may 
cliufe/ The two knights were rejoiced at this 
propofal, and replied, — c You offer terms we fhall 
not refufe ; but at this moment we have not fuch 
a fum. We will, however, inftandy fet about 
providing it/ c Well/ anfwered the governors* 
€ when you have got it, let us know, and we wiB 
keep to our offer : but let the matter be mod fo 
cret,. for if the garrifon fhould hear of it, they 
would inftandy murder us, and you would be dif* 
appointed in your expectations of gaining die 
place/ Sir William le Bouteiller replied, c Never 
fear us : we will manage the bufinefs in fueh a 
manner that you fhall not incur any danger/ Oft 
this, they feparated : the brothers re-entered Ven- 
tadour, and the knights returned to their quarters* 
Sir William le Bouteiller and fir John Bonne- 
lance believing this tranfadtion was honourable, no 
way fufpefting the Bretons meant to deceive them 
and gain pofTeffion of their perfons as well as mo- 
ney, inftandy wrote as fair-languaged letters as 
they could to the duke of Berry, who at that 
time wa$ at Riom in Auvergne. They defired 
one of their gendemen, who had been well edu- 
cated, called Guyonnel de Saint- Vydel, to carry 
the letter, and, having informed him of the faft, 
defired he would forget nothing, in his converfa- 
tion with the duke of Berry, that might induce 
him to agree to the terms of furrender; for they 
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thought he would be well pleafed, as he had been 
for a long time very anxious to get pofleffion of 
Ventadour. The fquire having received the let- 
ter, and his inftruftions, what to fay and how to 
aft, left the block-houfe, and, traverfing Limoufin 
and Auvergne, rode on until he came to Riom, 
where I believe he found the duke of Berry. 

On entering his pretence, he knelt and gave the 
duke the letters, recommending to him the two 
knights, as he knew well how to do. The duke 
took the letter and read it : when he had a fhoit 
time confidered its contents, he was fo well pleafed, 
that he ordered his attendants to take particular 
care of the fquire, which was done. The duke 
called to him fuch of his council and treafurers as 
were with him, and faid,— < Here is great news. 
Our knights, who are blockading Ventadour, write 
us word they have opened a treaty with Alleyne 
and Peter Roux, who arc willing to furrender that 
place for ten thoufand francs. That is no large 
fum : it has coft Limoufin and Auvergne, yearly, 
fixty thoufand francs, as compofition-money, to be 
unmolefted by the garrifon. We wilh to accept 
their offer, and as fpeedily as may be, left they 
ihould repent of having made it. Now, trca-* 
furers, find me inftantly ten thoufand francs.* We 
will make a loan of them, as is but juft ; and 
when we are in pofleffion of this caftle, will levy 
a tax on all the lands which have paid contribution, 
that will doubly repay us.' 

c My lord,' replied the treafurers, c we are pre- 
pared : only give us five or fix days to collect it** 

' You 
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* You (hall have them/ &id the duke. Thus 
the matter fettled. The treafurers produced the 
fum in golden crowns, and in francs of France, 
which were packed up in four fmall boxes. 

The fame day on which thofe who were to carrjr 
the money to the two knights were on their depar- 
ture, every thing being ready for their fetting out, 
the dauphin of Auvergne and the lord Reneil ar- 
rived at Riom, on bufincfs with the duke of Berry, 
filch as was commdn between great lords. They 
were made welcome by the duke, who was fo 
pleafed at the thought of gaining Ventadour fo 
cheaply, that he could not refrain from making 
them acquainted with it, and fhewing them the 
letters from fir William lc Bouteiller and fir John 
Bonne-lance, When they had perufed them, they 
were filent, and the duke, noticing it, faid,— * What 
are you confidering ? Have you any fufpicions of 
deceit ? Tell me, before the money be fent oft* 

* My lord/ replied the dauphin, ( you know for 
how long a time the count d'Armagnac and my* 
felf have been employed by the countries of Lt* 
tnoufin, Cahorfin, Rouergue and Auvergne, tt^ 
gain poffeffion, by force or otherwife, of ail the 
enemy's forts in thefe fenefchalfhips. We hare 
entered info feveral treaties with many of them, 
but we never could any way make the leaft im* 
preffion on the garrifon of Ventadour, to induce 
them to furrender ; and fcarcely would they deign 
jo return us an anfwer when we fent to them. I£ 
therefore, they have agreed to the treaty you have 
Jfetfwn us, it cannot be from want of provifion; for, 

fliould 
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ftouki rio purvey ances • enter the fort for eight 
years, I know fhey have enough ; and it is this 
which aft onifhes us, and makes us fufpetf treachery; 
for fuch men at arms, when Ihut up in fortreflcsi 
have a lively imagyiation, and, when it turns ta 
wickednefs, they know too well how to fucceed ; 
therefore, my lord, be cautious how you aft/ 

c In God's name/ anfwered the duke off Berry* 
€ you do not tell us any thing extraordinary, but 
have well fpoken, when you thus advife us ; and 
I will take more precautions than I at firft in- 
tended/ 

He then called to him a knight, whofe name 
was fir Peter Mefpin, and faid, — c You will g^ 
..-with the ranfom-money for Ventadour to the 
block-houfes before that place,' and tell fir Wil- 
liam le Bouteiller and fir John Bonne-lance, from 
to,- to be very cautious how they aft,- refpeftii^g 
their treaty, and not to put too much confidence 
W thefe Bretons of Ventadour 5 for that we have 
had fuch intelligence concerning them, of which 
thiy we ignorant, they muft be very prudent $nd 
efofewing.' 

v»>Tfoe knight undertook the journey, and, being 
imri reftdy, departed with the money from Riom; 
jmdf(rode on until he arrived at the block-houfes; 
vterVhe was kindly received by his companions. 
*Ehb money was unpacked, and placed in fecurity". 
Sir Peter Mefpin, after fome general converfation, 
t61d his mefiage as follows : c My lord of Berry 
orders me to inform you, fir William and fir John, 
jchat you muft aft with the greateft "precaution in 
*:• • .: this 
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this treaty with the governors of Ventadour, that 
you may not lof? your own perfons and the money 
he fends you by me, for that he has had accounts 
gives htm of the chara&ers of thefe people that 
difpkafe him much, which is the rcafon he is anxi- 
ous for you to a& with prudence to be a match for 
them, as he fufpe&s this offer is only made to be- 
tray . you. The countries of Auvergnc and Li- 
moyfin would many times have given fixty thou- 
(and francs for the evacuation of Ventadour, which 
the governors well knew, and now they offer it to 
you for ten thoufand : it is this which makes my 
lord fufpeft treachery/ 

The two knights were for a moment penfiyc, 
and then faid,— c Two heads are better than one. 
You have well fpoken, and we thank you for the 
advice you have given- You will remain here to 
aflift us, which will be but right, for within two 
days we fliall know how the matter will turn, out/ 
Sir Peter Mefpin replied, he would cheerfully ftay 
with them. 

Shortly after this, the two knights fent one of 
their fervants to the caftle, for there was now a 
truce between them, to let the governors* know the 
ten thoufand francs were come, and that they were 
ready to complete the bargain. They replied, they 
would keep to their agreement, that they mighr 
come when they pleafed, or inform them when they 
were to bring the money. ..'...». ^ 

Alleyne and Peter Roux, who had no good ok 
clinarions, as was proved againft them, had already 
made their preparations for the capture oft the two. 

knights. 
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knights. They had thus planned it. At di* eri* 
trahce of the caftle of Ventadour, and withinficfe, 
is a large tower, that commands the gate; audi 
without having firft gained this tower* the caftle 
cannot be won. It was for this reafon, it was d-» 
ways kept well ftored with artillery, provificm and 
men, that in cafe the caftle fhould be furprifed> 
the garrifon might retire thither in fafety* 

The two Bretons, whofe heads were full of hmM 
lice, pofted in this tower thirty determined men* 
armed at all points; who, when tHe French fhould 
think themfelves in fecure pofleffion of the caftlej 
towards late in the evening, were to fally forth and 
flay all without mercy. Every thing being now 
ready, they fent to fir William le Bouteiller and fir 
John Bonne-lance that they might bring the monejr 
in all fecurity to the caftle, the gates of which 

» 

would be thrown open to them* 

The French knights were all alive -at this me& 
fage, and faid to the fervant who had brought ky 
* Return to thy mailers, and tell them from us* 
that we will be with them to-morrow morning.' 

When the fervant was gone, the two knights a£ 
fcmbled a larger council than ever they had before 
done, on account of the orders fir Peter Mefpinf 
had brought from the duke of Berry. 
1 It was refolved in this council to place an ambuP 
cack near the caftle, and that the two knights fhould 
go thither accompanied by thirty men armed fe-* 
ccctly like themfelves. On their entrance into 
Veptadour, they were cautioufly to examine every 
part of it : if they fhould perceive any thing that 

could 
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could induce them to fufpeft treachery, they were 
ta found a horn and feize the draw-bridge. On 
hearing this horn, the ambufcade was to advance 
foil gallop, difmount at the bridge, and gain the 
caftle. 

In the manner in which they had planned it the pro* 
jeft was executed $ and on the morrow morning, aU 
being prepared, they rode forward, and placed a 
large ambufh of fix fcore lances, and then, with 
thirty companions, fecretly armed, went to Venta- 
dour, carrying fir Peter Mefpin to afiift them with 
his advice. 

They did not forget the ranfom-money, which 
was neatly packed up in three bafkets on the backs 
of two ftrong; horfes. They found Alleyne and 
Peter Roux at the barriers, which were thrown 
quite back on their approach : having pafifed them, 
and entered the gate, the brothers would have 
clofed the barriers again; but the French knights 
{aid,— c Let them remain : is it a fair bargain or 
not ? You know you have engaged to furrender the 
caftle for ten thoufand francs in hard money : they 
are ready, and on the {wo fumpter horfes you fee. 
If you aft loyally to us, we will do the fame 
XP you/ 

They knew not what anfwer to make to this 
fpeech; but, to prevent them having any fufpi- 
cions, they faid, c You fay well; and we are wil- 
ling to aft as fairly as yourfclves.' 

The French party paired on, and the barriers re- 
mained open. Had they been clofed, the ambuf- 
cade would never have been able to arrive in time 

to 
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to counteract the trick the Bretons intended play* 
ing them, and their fcheme would have fucceeded* 
All having entered the gate, Alley ne and Peter 
Roux went to fhut it; but the French faid to Al* 
leyne, — c Let it be open : we wiih it, for we arc 
ready to pay you down the money as agreed upon 
between us.' * Be it fo, f replied the Bretons : 
c let us fee the cafh/ € That you (hall/ faid die 
French, and inftantly fpread on the ground a fhcet, 
on which they emptied the florins. While the 
two Bretons were examining the money, which 
made a handfome heap, the knights were doing the 
fame to the caftle ; and, in confequence, fir Peter 
Mefpin faid to fir William le Bouteilleri c Have 
that tower opened before you count the money, fop 
there may perchance be in it an ambufh to furprife 
us, and we may lofe our lives as well as our 
money/ 

On this, fir William faid to Alleyne Roux, 
c Let that tower be opened; for we will have that 
done before we proceed any farther/ Alleyne re- 
plied, c that he would do no fuch thing, for the 
keys were loft/ The moment he had uttered this, 
the knights were more fufpicious than before, and 
faid; c Alleyne, it is impofiible that the keys of 
the principal tower fhould be loft. Open it by 
fair means, or -we will have it forced; for you have 
promifed to furrender to us the caftle, as it is, with- 
out fraud or treachery, for the fum of ten thou- 
fand francs, which you now fee lying before you. 
AUeyne anfwered, — c I will neither open it myfelf, 
nor fufFer.it to be done, until I fhall have received 

and 
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and placed in fecurity the whole money: when 
that is done, I will feek for the keys.* The 
knights replied, — c We will not wait fo long ; and 
we tell you plainly, that we expert no favour from 
your laft fpeeches, which clearly indicate that yoii 
mean to deceive us. Wetherefore arreft you, Peter 
and Alleyne Roux, in the names of the king, our 
lord, and the duke of Berry. The tower ftiall be 
opened by force, though the doors of it be broken * 
and every part of it, as well as of the caftle, (hall 
be minutely fearched, to fee if you have not placed 
an ambufh to furprife us, and regain the caftle. 
Should any fuch be found, you are loft, paft 
redemption, asinjuftice due to treafon; but if, 
on the contrary, the caftle be in the fituation it 
ought loyally to be, from -an honourable bar- 
gain, we will punftually keep every article of 
our treaty, and you fhall be fafely conduced 
whitherfoever you may pleafe ; even as far as the 
gates of Avignon,' ihould you defire it/ 

The two brothers were thunderftruck, and half 
dead, on being thus arretted -, and, hearing this 
declaration of the knights, their courage failed 
them, and they repented having gone fo far, for 
they found their intentions muft now be difcovered. 
The French knights faw plainly they were guilty 
of what they had fufpefted, and that the caftle 
was not meant to be furrendered. They made a 
fign for him who bore the horn to found for their 
ambufcade to advance : which having done, thofe 
in ambufh ftuck fpurs to their horfes, faying, 
€ Let us haften to Ventadour, for we are wanted : 

Vol. X. G our 
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our people have not found things as they expefled, 
and have been deceived by Alleyne And Peter 
Roux/ 

They were foon at the caftle, for it was not far 
diftant, and the barriers and gate being open> 
though well guarded by the French, for the Bretons 
were no longer mafters, they entered the place* 
and found their captains in the court talking to the 
garrifon. The governors were more aftonifhed 
than before* on feeing themfelvcs thus furroundcd 
by' their enemies, for they knew they had a£ted 
dishonourably. 

Thofe within the great tower were ignorant of 
what was going forward ; for the openings in the 
walls were too high for therti to fee what pafled. 
Some faid, c We hear in the court a great noife : 
our people may perhaps be tricked, for the French 
. are a cunning race. We thought to deceive, but 
we may be deceived, and Alleyne, as well as our- 
. felves, may be entrapped and taken ; for we cannot 
get out without his permiffidn.' They would 
willingly have been any where elfej for their 
governors had brought them into a melancholy 
fituation. 

Sir William le Bouteiller and fir* John Bonne- 
lance, finding themfelves fo fuperior in force, 
fpoke out more boldly their fentimen ts, and ordered 
the ca(h, which was fcattered over the fheet, to 
be colle&ed and replaced in the baflcets, before 
the face of the two brothers, who were furrounded 
by the French. They faid ; € Alleyne and Peter, 
give us the keys of the tower $ for it muft and 

fliall 
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fliall be. examined, to fee if any one be within it ;* 
but they anfwered, in the hope of prolonging the 
time,— c Begin your fearch elfewhere, and come 
here at the laft.' But the knights replied; c Al- 
leyne, you trifle too much with us, for we will 
examine this tower firft j and, if you make any 
further rcfiftance, we will put you to death with our 
daggers/ On hearing this, they feared they would 
put their threat into execution ; for all avoid death 
as long as they can, though, in good truth, it 
would have been more honourable for them had 
they been (lain, than carried away, and afterwards 
punifhed for this aft, by a difgraceful death, as 
you will fpeedily hear in this hiftory. 

During the difpute, Peter Roux thought of an 
expedient to excufc their dondud:, but this was of 
no* avail, and faid ; c My lord William, and you 
fir John, it is indeed true that there are in this 
tower thirty armed men, whither my brother and 
felf have with much difficulty forced them j for 
we well knew they would not aflent to our treaty 
with you. It is for this rcafon that we have con- 
fined them in that tower until you fhould be matters 
of the caftle * and we will, with your permifiions, 
leave them there, to be your prifoners. Give us 
the money, the whole, or part of it, as you are 
bounden to do, and let us go away. ' 

The knights were tolerably fatisfied on hearing 
this ; but fir William le Bouteillcr, having con- 
fidered a little, faid ; c Whatever truth may be in 
what you have told us, before we unpack the money 
again, we muft have all the keys of the caftle 
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delivered to us, and the different parts pointed out 
to which they lead/ Alleyne, feeing he could 
not longer delay, fent for them to the room wherein 
they were depofited. On their being brought to 
the court, the knights faid, c Now, explain to us 
what gates they unlock, and whitheV they lead.' 
Very much againft their will, they pointed out the • 
keys of the great tower, for their deftru&ion lay 
in it. When they had poffeffion of them, they 
opened its gates, and found the thirty companions 
completely armed, who had been therein hid. 

Alleyne was much caft down, when he faw the 
French knights draw themfelves up in array before 
the gate, and heard fir William le Bouteiller fay,— 
c You are hidden within this tower, come forth 
inftandy and without fear, under pain of being all* 
put to death. We fhall make you our prifoners, 
and you need not fear any punifhment if you tell us 
the truth/ When they faw and heard the French 
offer them pardon, taking them as prifoners only, 
they flung down their ftaves and arms, and fur- 
rendered, for defence would not have been of any 
avail. 

Thefe men were then feparated, and examined 
one by one in the prefence of Alleyne and Peter 
Roux, and acknowledged the intended treafon, 
which they now could no longer deny. The French 
knights addreffed them, — c It is very difplcafing 
to us, that you fhould have been guilty of to dis- 
graceful a crime. We fhall not punifh you for it : 
as it feems to us fo heinous, we fhall leave it to 
my lord of Berry ; and, if he will fhew you 
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fliercy, we lhall not objeft. We rather hope he 
nay be fo inclined, from the great plcafure the 1 
pofleflion of this caftle will give him, which was 
the thing in the world he was mod anxious to 
gain. 

This fpeech gave fome hopes to the two bro- 
thers, who found themfelves fallen into a fimilar 
trap to what they had laid for others. They were 
confined in rooms well guarded, and the garrifbn 
in the towers and in other parts of the caftle. It 
was then thoroughly vifited, and found full of 
florts and provifion ; all of which they left un- 
touched, contenting themfelves with the money and 
arms they difcovered, and which, as fair plunder, 
was divided among them ; but the prifoners were 
given to the knights. 

Thus, as I have related, was the ftrong caftle 
ef Ventadour regained by the French. Sir Wil- 
Jiam le Bouteiller appointed a valiant and prudent 
Iquire of Limoulin, called Peter Madich, governor, 
with thirty good lances for its defence. He ran 7 
fomed foch as were deferving of it ; but having 
difcovered among the prifoners feveral renagade 
Frenchmen, who had been cruel plunderers, he. 
had their heads cut off, or hung them on a new 
gallows that had been erefted in front of the caftle. 
When all things had been fettled, the two knights 
refolved to ride to Riom, to wait on the duke of 
Kerry, and carry Alleyne and Peter Roux with 
them. 

News was foon fpread abroad that Ventadour 
was retaken, to the great joy of the inhabitants of 
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Auvergne and Limoufin ; for the enemies of the 
rcalrrt had kept poffeffion of it fifteen years, and^ 
during that time, had done much mifchief to the 
country, and had gready impoverifhed it. 

Sir William le Bouteiller had found in the caftlo 
of Ventadour a young and handfome fquire from 
Brittany, called Monadich, a coufin to GeofFry 
Tete-noir^who had,lately left a convent in Brittany* 
and come thither <to learn the art of war} for he 

» * , # * * 

would, fiot be a monk. The French knighta 
yantea to have him beheaded, or hanged like #he 
others ; but fir William took companion on btffrx 

d faved^ his life, for which he fwore he : ?&)uk| 
aitjifully ferve him, and remain for the tj#fi$nfQi 
dome a loyal Frenchman. ovib o.r.»r 

They made no long (lay after this, b>tf, >ha*$wijg| 
gulled down the block houfes, went to-tljs diike 
of Berry. The men at arms. fep^atecJi^qaqU 
going to his own home. The knight* arrived #& 
Riom, with the two brothers prifoaers. They 
were much caft down, and on the road entreated 
fir William and fir John to intereft themfelves in 
their behalf, that the duke might not be too fevere 
on them. The (Juke was with his duchefs at Riom, 
and moft kindly received the two knights: he 
confidered the gain of the caftle of Ventadour as 
a very gallant exploit, for which he made them 
handfome and rich gifts. 

The knights aflced him, what was his pleafurc 
refpefting the two prifoners. He faid, he would 
confider of it ; which haying done, it was thought, 
by his council, moft adyifeable to fend them to. 

the 
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tfcc king at Paris, The (enefchal of Auvcrgne 
was fcnt for, and to him were delivered the Bretons. 
He carried them to Paris, where they were 
confined in the caftle of Saint Anthony*, under 
the guard of the vifcounc d'Afer, who was at 
ehe time governor of it. They were not kept 
long in prifon, but delivered over to the provoft 
of Paris, who carried them to the Chatelet, 
where they were tried and judged guilty of death, 
as traitors and robbers. They were then given 
up to the hangman, who placed them bound in 
4 cart, and carried them through the ftrects, 
vnth found of trumpet, to a place called Les 
Halles, and put on the pillory, Which was turned 
four times round that the populace might view 
them. Their actions were then read aloud j after 
which they were beheaded and quartered, a&4 
Aeir quarters fixed to the four principal gatpa 
of the town. Thus did Alkyne and Peter Roux 
lofe their caftle of Ventadour, and forfeit their 
Own lives by a difgraceful death. 



Mfa 



• Probably the Baftllle, which was at the gate of St. Anthony 
before |he Revolution in 1 789. 
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CHAP. XL / 

THREE FRENCH KNIGHTS HOLD A TOURNA- 
MENT AT SAINT INGLEVERE, NEAR CALAIS, 
AND DEFEND THE LISTS, FOR THIRTY DAYS, 
AGAINST ALL COMERS, FROM ENGLAND AND 
ELSEWHERE. 

A T this feafon, the truce hetween England 
*^ and France was punctually obferved on fca 
and land by both parties, excepting a few pillagers 
in Auvergne, who continued a war againft the 
peafants, on each fide the river Dordogne. Their 
principal leaders, who had furrendered on ca-r 
pitulation, were not openly guilty of any breach 
of the truce, but fecretly encouraged the mif- 
chiefs that were daily committed in Auvergne. 
Such complaints were made of this to the king 
of France, that he determined, with the advice of 
his council, to remonftrate with the king of • Eng- 
land on the conduit of thefe pillagers, who, not- 
withftanding the truce, (till carried on a war in 
Auvergne and the adjoining country, which coujtf 
not be fuffered, neither ought it to be, I believe 
the king of England excufed himfelf, by laying 
that thofe who had committed the adts complained 
of were lawlcfs people, over whom he had no 
controul. 

Durirjg the time in which thefe things were 
paffing, the three knights before mentioned, who 
had undertaken to maintain the lifts againft all 
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comers, at Saint Inglcvcre, near Calais, namely, 
fir Boucicaut the younger! the lord Reginald do 
Roye and die lord de Saimpi, were making pre- 
parations to fulfil their engagement. This tourna* 
ment had been proclaimed in many countries, but 
efpecially in England, where it had caufed much 
furprife, and excited fevcraj knights and fquircs, 
who were fond of adventures and deeds of arms, 
to confer on the fubjeft. Some faid they would 
be blame worthy, if they did not croft the fea» 
when the diftance was fo fhort to Calais, pay a 
vifit to thefe knights and tilt with them, I will 
name thofe were the moil eager in thefe conven- 
tions. The firft was fir John Holland, earl of 
Huntingdon, fir John Courtenay*, fir John 
TraiAon f , fir John Gouloufire, fir John Roufiel J, 
fir Thomas Scorabonne §, fir William Clifeton § f 
fir William Clinton, fir William Taillebourg f * 
fir Godfrey jde Seta, f\r William de Haqucnay **> 
fir JoJw Vobeaa, fir John d'Ambreticourt, fir John 
Beaumont and many more, to the amount of up- 
wards of one hundred knights and fquires, who 
faid,—' Let us prepare ourfelves to attend this 
tournament near Calais ; for thefe French knights 
only hold it that they may have our company : 

• My MSS. have fir Peter Courtenay. » 
+ Sir John Traiaon. Q^ Drayton. The MSS. Peter. 
% Sir John RoofTeL Q^Ruflel. 
$ Sir Thomas Scorabonne. Q_ Sherborne. 
H Sir William Clifeton. Q^ Clifton. 
% Sir William Taillebourg. Q^ Tallboys. 
Sir William de Haquenay • Q^ Hackney, 
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it fe well done/ ahd 'fliews they do not want cot*- 
rage : let its nor dtfeppoirit' them. 

This challenge wks made fo public in England 
that niany who had no intention of taking part 
themfdves, faid, they- woiild go thither to witnefs 
the performances of othfers. Such knights ahd 
fquires' as propofed being there, when the ap- 
pointed term was approaching, fent beforehand 
their purveyances, and arms for tilting and for 
war, to Calais. Sir John Holland, half brother 
to the king of England, was the firft to crofs 
the Tea: mote than fixty knights and fquires 
iaccompanied him, and took up their quarters iti 
Calais. 

At the beginning of the charming month of 
May, the three before mentioned young French 
knights were fully prepared to maintain their chal- 
lenge in the lifts at Saint Inglevere. They firft 
came to Boulogne, where I know not how trianjr 
days they tarried, and then Went to the monaftcty 
of Saint Inglevere. On their arrival, they learrtt 
that numbers of Englifh knights and fqulres were 
come to Calais. This gave them much pleafufe $ 
and to haften the bufihefs, and that news fhould 
be carried to the Englifh, they ordered three rich 
vermilion-coloured pavilions to be pitched near 
the appointed place for the lifts, and before each 
were fufpended two targets, for peace or war, em^ 
blazoned with the arms of each lord. It was 
ordered, that fuch as were defirous of performing 
any deed of arms fhould touch, or fend to have 
touched, one or both of thefe targets according 
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to their pleaflire, and they would be tilted with 
agreeably to their requcft. 

On the a i ft of the month of May, as it had 
been proclaimed, the three knights were properly 
armed and their horfes ready faddled, according 
to the laws of the tournament. On the fame day, 
thofc knights who were in Calais (allied forth, 
either as fpe&ators or tilters, and, being arrived 
*t the fpot, drew up on one fide. The place 
of the tournament was fmooth, and green with ' 
grafs. 

Sir John Holland was the firft who fent his fquire ^ 
to touch the war-target of fir Boucicaut, who in- ^ 

fbmttyTflued from his pavilion completely armed. r i 

Having mounted his horfe, and grafped his fpear, 
* Which wafc ftiff and well fteeled, they took their v 
diftances. When the two knights had for a fhort 
time eyed each other, they fpurred their horfes 
and met full gallop with fuch force that fir Bouci- 
caut pierced the fhield of the earl of Huntingdon, 
and the point of his lance flipped along his arm, 
but without wounding him. The two knights, 
having paffed, continued their gallop to the end of 
the lift. This courfe was much praifed. At the 
fecond courfe, they hit each other (lightly, but 
no harm was done; and their horfes refufed to 
complete the third. 

The earl of Huntingdon, who wiflied to con- 
tinue the tilt, and was heited, returned to his 
place, expe&ing that fir Boucicaut would call for 
his lance ; but he did not, and (hewed plainly he 
would not that day tilt more with the earl. Sir 
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John Holland, feeing this, fent his fquire to toudt 
the war-target of the lord de Saimpi. This knight, 
who was- waiting for the combat, fallied out from 
his pavilion, and took his lance and Shield. When 
the earl faw he was ready, he violendy {purred his 
horfe, as did the lord de Saimpi. They couched 
their lances, and pointed them at each other. 
At the onfet, their horfes croffed ; notwithftand- 
ing which, they met -, but by this croffing, which 
was blamed, the earl was unhelmed. He rcturnc4 
to his people, who foon re-helmed him ; . and* 
having refumed their lances, they met full gallop, 
and hit each other with fuch force in the middle 
of their fliields, that they would have been un- 
horfed had they not kept tight feats by the prefiure 
of their legs againft the horfes' fides. They weiUs 
to the proper places, where thf y refreihqd them* 
felves and took breath. 

Sir John Holland, who had a great d^fire .tQ 
fhine at this tournament, had his helmet braced 
and grafped his fpear again; when the lord do 
Saimpi, feeing him advance on a gallop, did not 
decline meeting, but, fpurring his horfe on in- 
Handy, they gave blows on their helmets, that 
were luckily of well-tempered fteel, which made 
Iparks of fire fly from them. At this courfe, 
the lord de Saimpi loft his helmet $ but the two 
knights continued their career, and returned to 
their places. • , 

This tilt was much praifed* and the EnglUh 
and French faid, that the earl of Huntingdon, 
fir Boucicaut and the lord de Saimpi, had escel* 

lendy 
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iclves any damage. The earl wilhed to break 
another lance in honour of his lady, but it was 
refilled him. He then quitted the lifts, to make 
loom for others, for he had run his fix lances with 
foch ability and courage as gained him praife 
from all fides. 

A young and gallant knight of England next 
came forth, called the earl-marfhal 4 *, who fcnt, 
according to the regulations) to touch the war- 
target of fir Reginald de Roye. This being done, 
fir Reginald came from his pavilion completely 
armed, and mounted his horfe that was ready for 
him : having had his fhield and helmet buckled 
on, he feized his lance and took his diftance. 
The two knights fpurred their horfes, but, at this 
firft courfe, failed in their ftrokes, from their horfes 
iwerving out of the line, to their great vexation. 
Sir Reginald was hit with the fecond lance, and 
had his- own broken. At the third courfe, they 
met with fuch force that the fire fparkled from 
their helmets, and the earl was unhelmed. He 
continued his career to his own place, but jufted 
no more that day, as he had done fufficiently. 

The lord Clifford f, a valiant knight, and coufin- 
german to the late fir John Chandos, of famed 



• I fuppofe this mull be Thomas Mowbray, earl of Not- 
tmgham and earl-marfhal : he was afterwards created duke of 
Norfolk. See Dugdale. 

f Froiflart calls him fir Louis de Clifford, but he was 
Thomas lord Clifford of Cumberland. See Dugdale. 
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fettown, then advanced, and fent to have the tWrtf 
fhield of fir Boucicaut touched with a rod. Sir 
Boucicaut inftantly appeared, and, having his ar- 
mour laced, mounted his horfe : placing his lance 
in its reft, they met full gallop, and made, by 
their blows, the fire fly from their helmets, but 
they neither broke their lances nor loft their ftir- 
rups : having paffed, they returned to their places, 
making ready for the fecond courfe. This was 
done without any way fparing themfelves: fir 
Boucicaut broke his lance and was unhelmed, but 
did not for this fall to the ground. Lord Clifford 
returned to his place, to prepare himfelf for 
another courfe, but fir Boucicaut did not again 
put on his helmet, Lord Clifford, noticing this, , 
refolved to perform a tilt with another knight, 
and fent his fquire to touch the fhield of the lord 
de Saimpi. 

The lord de Saimpi being ready, fallied forth 
from his pavilion: they ran at each other with 
great force, met full, and lord Clifford broke his 
lance into three pieces againft the target of his 
adverfary. In return, the lord de Saimpi ftruck 
off his helmet, and both continued their career to 
their places. The lord Clifford tilted no more 
that day, for the fpeftators faid he had honourably 
and valoroudy borne himfelf. 

Sir Henry Beaumont* then came forward,, and 
fent to have the target of fir Boucicaut touched, 
who was inftantly ready to reply to the call, 

■ ■ ■ ' ■ , i ...... 1. 1 1 1 ,11 i— ^— — » 

* Lord Beaumont. See Dugdale. 
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Having not demounted from the tilts with lord 
Clifford. The lord Beaumont did not manage his 
lance well, and hit Boucicaut on the fide* but 
fir Boucicaut (truck him fo full on the middle of 
his fhield, that he drove him to the ground, and 
continued his courfe. Lord Beaumont was raifed 
up by his attendants and remounted. The lord dc 
Saimpt then prefented himfelf, and they tilted two 
courfes very handfomely without hurt to either. 

Sir Peter Courteney, who was anxious to en* . 
gage and to run fix lances, fent a fquire to touck 
with a rod the three fhields of war. This caufed 
a good deal of furprife, and he was afked what 
were his intentions by fo doing. He replied, 
that he wtthed to tilt with each of the Fremh 
knights two lances, if no misfortune befel hin, 
and he entreated they would comply with his rc- 
queft. They were ready to confent to it, and fir 
Reginald de Roye firft offered himfelf. Havirg 
made themfelves ready, they fpurred their horfe, 
and took good aim not to mifs their ftrokc; 
but, from the reftivenefs of their horfes, thy 
foiled. They were much vexed, and returned & 
their places. On the fecond courfe, they mt 
full gallop y and fir Reginald de Roye, having u> 
helmed his adverfary, returned gendy towaiis 
his pavilion, his two courfes being completd* 
Sir Peter Courteney being armed once more, *e 
lord de Saimpi advanced, and their lances wre 
broken at the firft fhock: they continued thir 
courfe, when new lances were given them. Tfcy 
advanced towards each other furioufly, and he 
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lord dc Saimpi hit fir Peter, whole horfe fwerved 
a little ; but fir Peter ftruck off his helmet, and 
rode on at a gentle pace to his pofL 

Sir Boucicaut now came to complete the two 
other courfes 5 and, at their onfet they ftruck 
each on the Ihield lb rudely that the two horfes 
were fiiddenly checked in their career : no other 
damage enfued. At the fecond courfe, they were 
both unhelmed* When, thefc fix tilts were done, 
Sr Peter requefted, as a faVbur, to run one more, 
vith any qf- the three knights tfho pleafed, but it 
vas refilled j and he wis told, that he had done 
ctough that day. 

An Englifh knight, called Sir John Gouloufre, 
cane forth, armed from head to foot, and fent his 
tuire to touch the war-lhield of fir Reginald de 
loye. The knight obeyed the fummons, and 
foth advanced foil gallop. They hit each other's 
blmets, but were neither unhelmed nor had their 
kices broken. Their horfes refufed to run the 
fcond courfc, to their great vexation. At the 
tfird tilt they ftruck their ihields and broke their 
laces. They were fupplied with others, and, 
fnm the fwerving of their horfes, palled their 
forth career without ftriking a blow. The fifth 
lace was too well employed, for they were both 
uhelmed, and then each rode to his own party. 

Sir John Rouffeau *, an expert and valiant knight 
frm England, but well known for his prowefs in 

— — ■■■ II I ■ 111 —————— — ^— — — — — —— — ■» 

"He is called before Rouffel. In the MS. in the BritUh 
Mttum, Rouflel. 
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various countries, ordered his fquire to touch the 

fhield of the lord de Saimpi, who was already 

armed and mounted. On receiving his lance, he 

ipurred his horfe againft the Englifh knight, and 

the (hock of their fpears againft the targets in- 

ftantly forced them to flop. Each returned to his 

poft, and it was not long before they commenced 

their fccond courfe with equal vigour : but when 

near, • the horfes fwerved, which prevented their 

ftroke. To their forrow, they were thus obliged 

to return again to the end of the lifts. They 

were more fuccefsful the third courfe; for they 

ftruck each other with fuch force, that the vizors 

of their helmets were broken off: the knights 

continued their career, and the Engliftiman tilted 

no more that day. 

Sir Peter Shirborne, a young knight, but of 
good courage, fcnt his fquire to touch the war- ' 
fliicld of fir Bouoicajat. The knight was ready to 
anfiver him, for he was armed and on horfeback 
leaning on his fpea* to wait for an adventure. Per- 
ceiving himf^lf called upon, he raifed his fpear, 
and looked to fee what his adverfary was about, 
and, obferying that he was handling his horfe, did 
the fame. When they began their courfe, they 
couthed tneir fpears, thinking to make fure blows ; 
but they were difappointed, to their great vexa- 
tion, by the fwerving of their horfes, which forced 
them to return to their pofts. They determined 
to manage them better at their fecond tilt, and 
fpurred them both fo vigoroufly, they each ftruck 
Vol. X. H the 
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the other on the vizor. Sir Boucicaut brok$ his 
knee, but not fo the Engliffr knight j for he em- 
ployed it with fuch force that he not only un- 
helmed, but made the blood fpout from his noic 
as he bore off the helmet of fir Boucicaut, who 
then retired to his pavilion : he tilted no more 
that day, for it was now nearly vefpers. Sir Peter 
Shirborne, however, woyld not dqfift, ujitil he had 
completed his mjmber of lances : he, in confe? 
quence, fent his fquire to touch the war-target of 
the lord de Sajmpi, who was prepared to meet 
him. The two knights (purred on yiplently 
^gainft each other, and hit on the top of their 
Jielmets j but the lances flipt over, % and they paffed 
each other without hurt. The fpeftators faid, 
had their (pears been pointed lower, and the (hield* 
received the blows, one or both muft have fuf- 
fered feverely from the (hock. The next courfc 
(hey (truck full on the targets, and broke their 
lances into three parts ; but the blow of {he lord 
de Sairppi was fo flrong that the Englifli knight 
Joft his feat and fell on the ground, from whence^ 
however, he inftantly arofe, and was led by his 
attendants from the lifts. 

The lord de Saimpi returned toTiis ppft, view-? 
Jng the ftate of his adverfary, and (hpwing his wiU 
jingnefs to renew the tilt wjth him he hacj over* 
thrown of with any other j, but none came forward, 
as it was now time to leave ofF for this day, and 
f etqrn to their hotels, * The Englifli and fuch as 
had accompanied them, fet off full gallop for 
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Calais, where they remained that night enjoying 
themfelveS, and talking over the feats of arms 
that had been performed. 

The French retired to Saint Inglevere i and, if 
the Englifh talked much of what had' been done, 
you may readily fuppofe the French were not 
fiknt, 

On Tuefday, after mafs and drinking a cup, alj 
thofc who intended to tilt, and thofe who wiflie4 tQ 
fee them, left Calais, and rode in an orderly man- 
ner to where the life had* been held the preceding 
day. The French were already there, as was right, 
and prepared to receive them. The day was 
bright, clear, and fufficiently warm. The Engltfh 
drew up on one fide, and armed thofe who were 
to tilt. 

Sir William Clifton, a very valiant and expert 
Knight, was the firft who fent his fquire to touch 
the lhield of fir JJoucicaut : the knight inftantly 
came forth, armed completely for the tournament, 
mounted his horfc, and grafped his lance. The 
two knights met full gallop, hitting each on the 
target, but pafled on without any thing more. 
The fecond courfe was very handfome : they met, 
ajid hit each on the helmet, the lances eroding. 
The third courfe they ftmck again their fliields, 
ajid with fuch violence that the horfes were {topped. 
The fourth courfe with lances was gallantly per- 
formed, for they hit each other fo ftrongly on the 
vizors of their helmets, they were driven off by 
the blow to different fides.. The Englilh knight 
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tilted no more that day, for he was told he had 
done enough. 

After this, fir Nicholas Clinton, ayoungEng- 
lifh knight, fent to touch the target of the lord 
de Saimpi, who immediately appeared ready 
^rmed and mounted. The two knights fpurred 
their horfes, bearing the.ir fpears in good array : 
when near, they ftruck their opponent's target 
with fuch violence that the fteel remained fixed $ 
and it is wonderful no other harm enfued, for they 
were both young, of good courage, and did not 
ipare themfclves. They neither fell nor were 
wounded, but their lances were fhivcred to pieces. 
They then pafled on, each to his poft. The fe- 
cond courfe was well tilted : they ftruck each on 
the helmets, but, as it was on the top, they did 
no damage, and pafled on. At the third courfe 
with lances, the horfes fwerved, to their forrow ; 
and, at the fourth, the lord de Saimpi unhelmed 
the Englilh knight, who returned to his country- 
men, and tilted no more, for they aflured him he 
tad behaved moft valiantly, and that he muft allpw 
others to have their (hare. 

When fir Nicholas Clinton was returned from 
the lifts, a gallant knight of England, nearly re- 
lated to the earl of Huntingdon, called William 
Stamart, left his tent, and fent to touch the target 
of fir Reginald de Roye, who appeared to meet 
him, Each having taken his poft, they vigorously 
fpurred their' horfes, and gave fuch blows on their 
ihields, that it was furprifing they were not un- 
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borfed -, but both kept their feats, as they rode 
'well. They pafled on to their places; but the 
Englifh knight let fall his lance, and fir Reginald 
bore his in handfome array. 

The Englifh knight having had his lance given 
to him, he placed it in its reft, and, fpurring his 
horfe, intended to have done wonders. Indeed 
the blow would have been good if it had been 
ftraight, but, by the fwerving of his horfe, it was 
very weak ; and I doubt if it were not, in fome 
meafure, the fault of the knight. Sir Reginald 
ftruck him fuch a blow on the Ihield as made him 
bend backward, but they pafled on without fur* 
ther hurt. Being prepared for the third courfe, 
they again fpurred their horfes and couched their 
lances, and hit each other fo rudely on the helmets 
that the fire fparkled from them. They pafled on, 
but from this blow their lances fell to the ground : 
perfons were at hand to pick them up and give 
them to the knights. Having replaced the 
lances in their refts, they renewed the tilt, and* 
aiming well, ftruck each other on the vizors of 
their helmets fo feverely, that fir William Stamart 
was unhelmed and nearly thrown to the ground, 
kit, though he ftaggered, he kept his feat. The 
Englifh knight then went to his countrymen, and 
did nothing more that day. 

A fquire called Lancafter now ftepped forth, 
and fent to touch the fhield of fir Boucicaut. He 
was ready mounted to anfwer the call, and, having 
grafped his fpear, they met molt courageoufly: 
they ftruck their helmets, fo as to make the fire 
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fly from them, and it was aftoniihing they kept 
them on their heads. No harm being done, each 
returned to his poft, where they made no long 
flay before they began their fecond courfe with 
great vigour, each hitting on his opponent's tar- 
get: the horfes fwerved, which prevented this 
from being "a handfome or effe&ual tilt, but this 
they could not help. At the third lance they met, 
and the blow was fo well placed, that the 
Englifhman was unhelmed, and pafled on to his 
poft bare-headed all but the fcull-cap, and would 
not that day tilt more. 

A young knight, whofe name was fir John 
Tallboys, next made his appearance, completely 
armed, and fent to touch the war- target of the lord 
de Saimpi. That knight was ready for the tilt, 
and, having grafped his fpear, ftuck fpurs into his 
horfe : their firft onfet was fo rough, theic lances 
were fliivered. The two knights pafled each other 
without other damage, and were not long before 
they began their fecond courfe, having received 
new lances, of which there was a provifion ready, 
all of the fame length. From the fault of their 
horfes, though they aimed well, they mifled hitting ; 
but the third courfe was well performed, for they 
" unhelmed each other, and then each retired to his 
own party, and the Englifh knight did nothing 
more that day. 

Sir Godfrey de Seca next prefented himfelf : he 
was a gallant knight, and fhewed, by his manner 
of riding and bearing his lance, that he was an 
able tiker, and defirous of renown. He fent his 
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fquire to touch the war-target of fir Reginald de 
Roy e. That knight came forward inftandy, as he 
was ready mounted, and, placing himfelf properly 
for the tilt, they both fet off full gallop, and gave 
fuch blows on their targets, that though their 
fpears, from their ftrength, did not break, they 
remained fattened to the fhiclds, and, by dint of 
hard pufhing, the horfes were checked : each 
knight returned to his poft without lofing his lance, 
btft bearing it handfomely before him. Havirig 
placed them in their refts they again fpurred their 
horfes, which were ftrong and aftive, but by 
their fwerving they miffed their ftroke and dropped 
their fpears. Thofe near picked them up and re- 
turned them, and again they renewed the tilt; 
Fot they were heated, and feemed unwilling to 
{pare each other* 

The Englifh knight hit fir Reginald a very fe- 
irtrt blow on the top of his helmet, without other- 
Wife damaging him $ but fir Reginald gave him 
fo ftrong a thurft on the target, (for at that 
time he was counted one of the ftouteft filters in 
France, and was fmitten with love for a young 
lady* that made all his affairs profper) it pierced 
throtfght it as well as his left arm : the fpear 
broke as it entered, the butt end falling to the 
ground, the other flicking in the fhield, and the 
fteel in the arm. The knight, however, did not 
for this fail to finilh his courfe gallantly ; but his 
companions came to him, and the broken fpear 
and fteel were extra&cd, the blood ftaunched> and 
the arm tied up. Sir Reginald returned to his 
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friends, and there remained, leaning on another 
lance that had been given him. Sir Reginald 
was much praifed by the French and Englilh for 
this tilt j and no one laid any thing improper 
againft him, on account of the Englifhman being 
wounded, for fuch are the events of arms : to one 
they are fortunate, to another the reverfe s and, 
to fay the truth, they did not fpaj-e each other. 

An Englifh fquire, called Blaquet*, then fent 
to fixike the war-fhield of the lord de Saimpi. 
When they were both ready, they fpun;ed thpir 
horfes, and hit on the helmets hard blows, though 
the points of their fpears flipped off: on finifhing^ 
their career they loft their lances. When they 
were reftored to them, they began their fecond 
courfe, but, by the fault of their horfes, nothing 
was done. At the third onfet, Blaquet gave the 
lord de Saimpi a hard blow on the helmet, but 
was ftruck by him much harder on the vizor, and 
unhelmed, with a force that broke the buckle 
which fattened it behind, and it fell on the ground. 
They finilhed their courfe, and the Englifh fquire 
went among his countrymen, not intending to tilt 
more that day. The lord de Saimpi remained 
gallantly on horfeback, leaning on his fpear, to 
wait until he lhould be again called upon. 

Sir John Bolcas, a gallant knight from England, 
Ihortly after this tilt was over, fent his fquire to 
touch the ftiiekl of the lord de Saimpi, who, being 
preptred, entered the lifts, his target on his neck 
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and fpear in hand. Each hit his adverfary's fhield, 
and irwas furprifing they were not pierced, for 
their lances were ftrong, and their heads well tem- 
pered ; but they paffed without further lofs than 
of their fpears, which fell to the ground. When 
they were picked up and given them, they again 
fpurred their horfes, and ftruck the helmets, 
but without effeft, and continued their career. 
At the third courfe, their horfes eroded. The 
lord de Saimpi, at the fourth, unhelmed fir John 
Bolcas, by a hard blow, and then the two knights 
returned to their friends. 

Thomelin Meflidon*, a young Englifli knight, 
well and richly armed, with a great defire to gain 
honour, fent to touch the (hield of fir Boucicaut. 
The- knight inftantly came forth, and, hairing 
grafped his lance, both fpurred their horfes ; and 
each made his ftroke by crofling under the helmet: 
they paHed on without hurt or blame, but were 
not long before they fpurred on again. In this 
courfe, they hit very roughly on the targets; 
Thomelin Meflidon fhivered his lance; but fir 
Boncicaat's blow was fo fevtrc, it drove his 
opponent over the crupper of his horfc to the 
ground. Thofc of his party ran to raife him up, 
and carried him off, for he tilted no more that 
day. 

Another fquire of England called Navarton, in- 
ftantly ftepped forth, and fent to touch the war- 
fliield of fir Boucicaut, faying he would revenge 

* ThomcUa Melidon. It is Mefliden in the MSS. 
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his companion, whom he had ftruck to the ground 
- in his prefence. Boucicaut was ready to anfwer 
him, being armed and mounted, and leaning on 
his fpear. They met full gallop, and hit each 
other on the vizors of their helmets, but pafled 
on without other damage* Having had their 
helmets re-adjufted, and their lances given them, 
they again met with great violence, and from 
the fliock of the blows on their targets! the horfes 
were flopped, and the lances broken into three 
pieces, but they completed their courfe without 
any hurt. They had new fpears given them j and 
at the third courfe fir Boucicaut was hit hard on 
the target, but he gave Navarton a blow that tin* 
helmed him : * he then withdrew to his country- 
men, and titled no more that day ; for they faid 
he had done fufficient, and had gained great ap* 
plaufe. 

After this, another fquire advanced, called St* 
quaqueton *, an able man at arms and expert dlten 
He fent to touch the fhield of fir Reginald de Roye* 
who replied, fhat he was prepared and mounted* 
They fpurred their horfes, and gave violent ftrokes 
on their targets, without iparing each other. Se- 
quaqucton bore himfelf handfomely without fid- 
ling, to the furprife of the fpe&ators, for fir Re- 
ginald's blow made him bend backward almoft on 
the crupper of his horfe ; but he raifed himfelf, 
and gallantly finifhed his career with the lofs only 
of his lance. Having received another, they ran 
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the fecond tilt with great courage, and (truck 
fuch blows on their helmets as made the fire fly 
from them. It was a handfome cdurfe, and nd 
damage done. They repaired to their pofts, and 
lpurred again for the third time. In this tilt, 
Sequaqueton was feverely unhelmed, and on the 
point of falling, both himferf and horfe, for he 
ftaggered confiderably. The fquirc, when on his 
feet, returned to his companions and tilted no 
more : ihdeed, there was an end to the whole for 
the day, as it was now late. The Englilh collefted 
together, and returned to Calais, as did the French 
to Saint Inglevere. 

You muft know, though I have not before made 
mention of it, that king Charles of France was 
prefent at thefe jufts. Being young, and defirous 
of witnefling extraordinary fights, he would hare 
been much vexed if he had not {ten thefe tourna- 
ments. He was therefore prefent at the early 
part and latter end of them, attended only by the 
'lord de Garencieresj but both fo difguifed 
that nobody knew of it ; and they returned every 
eveniftg to Marquife*. 

The enfuing day, Wednefday, was as fine as 
the foregoing ; and the Kngliih, who had crofled 
the fea to take part in or view this tournamenf, 
mounted their horfes, at the fame hour as on the 
preceding day, and rode to the place iappointed 
for the lifts, to the delight of the French, who 
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were rejoiced to fee them. It was not long after 
their arrival when an Englifb fquire, a good tilter, 
called John Savage, fquire of honour and of the 
body to the earl of Huntingdon, fent to touch the 
fhield of fir Reginald dc Roye. The knight an- 
fwered, he was ready and willing to fatisfy him. 

When he had mounted his horfe, and had his hel- 
met buckled and lance given to him, they fet off full 
gallop, and gave fuch blows on the targets, that 
hsd the fpears not broken, one or both muft hav* 
fallen to the ground* This courfe was handfome 
and dangerous •, but the knights received no hurt, 
though the points of the lances pafled through 
the targets, and flipped off their fide-armour. The 
lpears were broken about a foot from the fhaft, 
the points remaining in the fhields ; and they gal- 
lantly bore the (hafts before them, as they finished 
their career. The fpe&ators thought they muft 
have been ferioufly wounded ; and the French and 
Englifh haftened each to their companion, whom, 
to their joy, they found unhurt. They were told 
they had done enough for that day ; but John Sa- 
vage was not fatisfied, and faid he had not crofled 
the fea for only one tilt with a lance. This was 
reported to fir Reginald, who replied,—* He is 
in the right ; and it is but juft that he fhould be 
gratified, cither by me or by one of my com- 
panions.' 

When they had refted themfelves a while, and 
received new lances, they began their fecond 
courfe, each aiming well at the other \ but they 
failed, from the fwerving of their horfes, to their 

great 
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great vexation, and returned to their polls. Their 
lances, which they had accidentally dropped, were 
given to them, and they fet off on their third 
courfe. This time they hit on the vizors of their 
helmets * and, by the force and crofting of their 
lances, both were un helmed as they pafled. The 
tilt was much applauded for its corrcftnefs and 
vigour. When they were returned to their pofts s 
the Englilh told John Savage, that he had very 
honourably performed, and that it was now time 
for him to make way for others to tilt as well as him- 
felf. He complied with this, and, laying afide his 
lance and target, difmounted, and rode on a hack- 
ney to witnefs the performances of others. 

An Englilh fquire, named William Bafquenay, 
cbufin to the earl-marfhal, came forth fully armed 
for the occafion, and fent to have the war-fhield 
©f fir Boucicaut ftricken. The knight inftandy 
made his appearance at the end of the lifts, and 
each galloped towards the other as ftraight as they 
could/ They ftfuck their helmets gallantly s and 
the blow was fo effe&ual on the vizors that they 
were both unhelmed, and continued their courfe 
without further hurt. Their friends who were 
near re-adjufted their armours ; and, giving them. 
their fpears, they commenced their fecond courfe 
by defperate ftrokes on their targets ; but, the 
lances breaking, no harm was done, and they con- 
tinued their career. They were fupplied with 
new lances, that were flout and good j but, from 
the fault of their horfes, they miffed their ftrokes. 
At the fourth lance, they hits and William Bafque- 
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nay was unhelmed a fecond time, and then tc^ 
turned to his companions, not tilting more that 
day. 

A fquire from England, whofe name was Jqhtj 
Scot, fent to have the war-fhield of the lord de 
Saimpi touched. He immediately appeared, and 
at their onfet they gave fuch blows on their t^r-? 
gets as ftoppqd their horfesj bur, their lmc&f 
being ftrong, they neither broke nor k\\ out ^ 
their hands. The fecond courfe was well $£Xt 
formed: the lord de Saimpi hit his adverfarj^ 
but Scot had tfiore fuccefs in unhelmip.g him, fy 
which he was much applauded by his CQuntrya^rUj 

The lord de'Saimpi was foon re-helmed ; an^ 
grafping his fpear, they fpurred againft eaqh cj^her 
with great violence. They placed their blows Qq 
their targets, but with a force that drove Joha Scof 
out of his faddle to the ground, and thus did th$ 
lord de Saimpi revenge himfelf. The fquire yf^ 
raifed, and carried off by his companions. 

Bernard Stapleton, an Englifh fquire, fent tQ 
ftrike the lord de Saimpi's fhield, who was not 
difmounted from his laft tilt. They met, and 
hit each other on the helmets fo forcibly as to 
make the fparks fly from them -, but they paffed 
on without hurt and returned to their pofts. Still 
grafping their fpears, they couched them, and at 
this fecond courfe ftruck very fevere blows on 
their targets, but kept their feats well, without 
falling or daggering, to the end of their career, 
The third lance ftruck the helmets, and both 
were unhelmed. The Englifh fquire returned 

from 
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from the lifts, as his friends told him he had a$ - 
quitted himfelf with honour* 

The next that prefented himfelf was * young 
gay knight from England, who ftvonc in tourn^ 
inents, in dancing and in finging, called Sir Johii 
Arundel. He fent his fquire to touch the w^ 
Jhicld of fir Reginald de Roye, The knight re- 
plied, that he wifhed for nothing more agreeable 
fhan to tilt with him. Haying received their 
{pears, they galloped off at the fame moment, 
$n& gave and received hard blows on their fhields j 
but they kept their feats handfomely, and con* 
tinned their . career. Their lances having fallen 
from* their hands, were reftored to them by thole 
appointed for that purpofe ; and they began (heir 
fccond cpurfe with blows on the helmets that made 
die fire fly, but they pafiec} on without further 
hurt. At the third onfet, the horfes fwerved; 
and the kn%hts, in their attempt to ftrike, loft 
the^r Jances, and with difficulty recovered them- 
fclves. *At the fourth, they (truck the helmets, 
but without harm or unhelming. At the fifth 
courfe, they hit each other on the targets, and 
broke their lances, without any other damage' 
Sir John Arundel completed his career, and re- 
turned to his friends. 

After this, Nicholas Stone, an Englifh fquire, 
fcnt to touch the war-lhield of fir Boucicaut. The 

« 

knight feizing his lance, they fpurred againft each 
pther and hit on the helmets ; but the fpears 
(lipped off, and they paffed unhurt. Holding ftill 

their 
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their lances in the refts, they fe-t off again, . and 
tit fo hard on the targets, that the horfes ftag- 
gercd with the (hock, and the knights dropped 
their fpears. When they had received their lances, 
they again galloped off full ipeed, and their blows 
on the helmets were effe&ual : at leaft the Englifli 
fquire loft his helmet and retired^ for his friends 
faid he had done enough. 

Another fquire from England, called John Mar* 
fhal, advanced to the lifts, completely armed, 
and fent to touch the war-target of fir Boucicauty 
who replied, he was ready, and waiting to .be 
called upon. At their firft courfe they hit each 
other on the targets, but the lances fell to the 
ground, and they returned to their ftatioas without 
other damage. On their being reftored, they 
continued their tilt, and ftruck hard blows on the 
helmets without any thing more, andpurfued theic 
career, bearing their lances handfomely before 
them. When they had refted a little, they conw 
fidered how they could beft annoy each other, 
andj having aimed well, fpurred on their horfes. 
John Marfhal gave fuch a thruft on Boucicaut's 
fhield, that his lance was broken to the ftump, and 
Boucicaut's blow unhelmed his opponent, and 
drove him on the crupper of his horfe. The 
fquire, notwithftanding, completed his courfe with* 
out falling, and then went to his companions, who 
faid he ought now to be fatisfied, for that he had 
well performed. 

When the fquire had withdrawn, a young and 
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frifky English knight advanced, who was eager to 
gaiA renown. His name was fir John Clifcton ^ 
and he bore for arms a field argent, fretted azure, 
with a mullet argent in chief. He fent his fquire 
Co touch the war-fhield of fir Reginald de Roye, 
who was much pleafed at the fummons. Having 
taken their ftations and received their lances, they 
(purred their horfes and hit each other full on the 
helmets, but palled and completed their career. 
They kept their lances in the refts, and were not 
long before they commenced the fecond courfe, 
in which they gave heavy thrufts on their fhiehis, 
but without any lofs, except of their fpcars, 
which fell to the ground. Having received their 
lances, they hit each other, on the third courfe, 
fuch blows on the tops of the helmets as made 
the fire fly. At the fourth courfe their horfes 
Iwerved, to their great difappointment. The fifth 
was well performed, for each broke his lance. The 
two Jcnights grew warm, and plainly ihewed they 
were defirous of trying each other's valour to the 
utmoft. When at their ftations they had frefh 
Jances given them, that were ftiff enough ; and, 
after a fhort delay, they again fpurred their horfes, 
and hud in fuch blows on the helmets that both were 
tmhclmed. This courfe was greatly praifed by all 
prefent, and when they had completed their career, 
they returned to their countrymen j for the Englifh 
knight tilted* no more that day. 
When this was finifhed, a fquire from England, 
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called Roger Leau *, Vhofc arms were a croft 
gules, on a field argent and &bk' quartered* came 
forward, handfomely equipped, and gaily fent tp 
touch the war-target of the lord de SaimpL The 
knight inftantly obeyed the call, and by his 
alacrity fhewed he preferred tilting to remaining 
idle. On the firft onfet, they checked their horfes, 
by the force of their blows on their fhields % bst 
the lances* being ftrong, did not break, and they 
continued their courfe* On the fecond tik> they 
hit the helmets hard enough j but, as the points 
of their lances grazed off, no harm was done. 
Roger Leau was unhelmed at the third courfe, 
and returned to his countrymen without doing 
more that day. 

After this a gallant knight, from that pan of 
Hainault called Oftrevant, a good man at arms! 
and able tilter, offered himfelf. He had been 
educated in England at the court of king Edward* 
and his name was fir John d'Ambreticourt* *&d 
brother to that excellent knight, fir Euftace d'Am- 
breticourt. He bore for his afrms ermine two bars 
humetty gules, each charged with three efcaHop 
fcells argent. 

The knight was well equipped for the tourna- 
ment, and fent one of his fquires to touch the 
war-target of fir Reginald de Roye. Having taken 
their ftations, they eyed each other well, and, 
ipurring their horfes, gave fuch blows on the 
fhields as made fparks of fire fly from them, and 
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the hbrfes to bend under them. The tilt was 
handfomc, for no harm was done* and they con* 
tinued tfce career. 'fhey were not long before 
they ran their fecond courfe, and again hit on the 
flurftis. It was Wonderful that this was not attended 
with mifchief, for they were both ftrong and 
Courageous tiltert, fearlefs of death or danger. 
*Thc fhock of this attack was fo great that their 
Iborfes Were forced on their haunches, and the two 
knights daggered. Ncverthelefs they continued 
Iheir career, but with the lofs of their lances. 

having received theii: lances, they ran their 
third courfe, and fir John d* Ambreticourt unhelmed 
fir Reginald de koye fo as to injure him very 
tonJiderably, and to terminate his careeh Sir Regi- 
nald went to his party, and plainly fhewed he would 
riot dlt more that day. When fir John d' Ambre- 
ticourt perceived this, as he had a great delight in 
filling, lie lent to touch die war-fhield of fir 
Boucicaut, tf ho inftandy advanced to the lifts. 
Having had his target buckled on, and placed 
Ids fpiar in the reft, they fpurred againft each 
other, and gave fuch blows on the fhield that it 
was furprifing they were not pierced through; 
but this might be owing to the fwerving of the 
holies. 

When returned to their (lations, they did not 
remain long before they commenced their fecon- 
courfe with vigour, and hit each other hard on the 
helmets ; bile the ipears flipped off, and they con- 
tinued their career. The knights having loft their 
Ipears, they were brought to them by their fquires, 
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and they renewed the tilt. This time they were 
both very feverely unhelmed, and gallantly finilhefl 
their courfc, 

i 

The Englifh now colle&cd together, , as evening 
was approaching, and returned to Calais, where 
they palTed the night in talking over the different 
feats of arms that had been that day performed. 
The French amufed themfelvcs in like manner j£ 
Saint Inglevere. On Thurfday morning, the 
fourth day of the tournament, die Englilh found 
that there were yet many knights and fquires wha 
had not entered the lifts, and who had purpofely 
come from England: they therefore laid, that all 
who. had any intentions to tilt fhould do fo, other- 
wife they Would not be hahdfomely treated. .The 
lords of England had agreed to return to Saint 
Inglevere on the Thurfday, for thofe who pleafed 
to perform their jufts : in confequence, they left 
Calais after mafs, and, on arriving at the lifts, 
found the three French knights ready in their 
pavilions to anfwer all who might call on them* 
attended by thofe that were to ferve them, and 
fuch as came to witnefs the deeds of arms. 

An Englilh knight, called fir Godfrey d'Eftas \ 
was the firft who entered the lifts : he bore for 
arms a lion fable on a field or, with three bars 
gules, and charged with a mullet or, on the dexter 
paw of a lion, and was completely and gaily armed. 
He fent a fquire to touch the war-ihield of 
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fir Boucicaut, who inftantly advanced from his 
pavilion prepared to obey the fummons. 

Haying received their (pears and bucklers, and 
eyed each other for a fliort time, they fpurred on 
their horfes, and both ftruck violent blows on the 
helmets ; but, as the points of the lances flipped 
ofij they continued their courfe to their ftatiens. 
Keying the lances in the refts, they recommenced 
die hit, and met with fuch force on their bucklers, 
that had not their fpears broken, much mifchief 
might have eafucd. When they had reded a while 
and had jiew lances, they ran a third courfe with 
great violence, and hit the vizors fo fairly and 
well that, both were unhelmed : they continued 
their career, and then retired to their own people. 
The Englilh knight did nothing more this day, 
for he was told that he had performed well, and 
muu give way to others. 

Alain Bourch*, an able and expert Englilh 
fquire, fent to touch the war-target of the lord de 
Saimpi, who came from his pavilion in obedience 
to the call. They gave blows on their helmets, 
at the. firit onfet, that made the fire fparklc, but no 
9ther harm was done. At the fecpnd tilt, their 
lances met on their bucklers with fuch force as 
fWered them in pieces, but they continued their 
career unhurt* They were quickly fupplied with 
new lances ; and, fpurring on the third time, they 
placed their thrufts fo well and drone that thev 
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were both unhshtied^ and completed their cotirfc ? 
the Ene#ftunan retired to. his. countrymen, tfr 
allow others to fliew their flcill ahdyatour. 

An Engliih future, called John, Storp */ Kent a* 
touch tfte target of fir Boucicau(> who fflbed forth, 
out of his pavilion, and, his horfe being* tgufy* 
mounted hrm, and entered the lifts. They filled 
in their ftrft courfe, from the fault of their holies. 
When returned to their ftatiqns, tjiey w?re not' 
long before they ran. the fecond; and,' akh6ugfv 
they gave each other ft vere blows on the heJ&efy 
no mifchicf enfued. Af. the third courfe, JoHh. 
Scropc was forcibly ftruck to the ground j whente- 
he was raifed by his friends^ and did no more that 

day. 
A Bohemian knight now advanced, who was of 

the household of the queen of England, called 

fir Herchauce. He was efteemed a fti;oog and 

expert tilter, and bore for hh arms three griffin's 

#et fable on a fhield argent ongle with azure.. 

When he entered the lifts, he was afkerf which 

of the three knights he wifhed to tilt with : he 

replied, ( With Boucicaut/ On this, an Engliih 

fquire was fent, according to the regulations, to. 

touch fir Boucicaut's war-target. "The knight, 

having kept himfelf prepared for any fummons* 

left his pavilion, and, having fattened his buckler 

and grafped his lance, entejec^ the lifts. His op* 

ponent was then ready to meet him ; and, fpurring 

their horfes, they thought to give full ftrokes ; 
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but it was not fo, from the ill conduit of the -Bo- 
hemian knight, for which he was greatly blamed. 
He had, out of the line of tilting, hit fir Boucfcaut 
on die helmet, and continued his career: for this 
impropriety, of which the Englilb faw him guilty, 
he had forfeited his arms and horfe, fhould the 
French infift upon them. The French and Englifti 
held a long conversation on this ill-placed ftroke; 
but at laft, the French knights pardoned it, the 
better to pleafe the Englilh. 

Herchauce begged as a favour that he might be 
permitted to run only one courfe more. On being 
aflced, c With which of the three knights V he fcnt 
to touch die target of fir Reginald de Roye. That 
knight was waidng in his pavilion, not having tilted 
that day, and declared his willingneft to accom- 
modate fir Herchauce, fince hi? recjucft had been 
granted* 

Sir Reginald mounted his horfe, find having 
had his buckler fcftened, and his lance given him, 
be eyed his opponent, that he might well point 
his ftrokc. Both fpurred their horfes at the fame 
moment, and hit on the fhields* but fir Regi- 
nald (who was one of the fimicft and beft tilters 
in France) thrqft with fuch force as made the Bo- 
hemian fly out of his faddle, and fall fo ftverely on 
the ground that the fpc&ators imagined be was 
lulled. Sir Reginald continued his courfe to his 
own ftation* 

Sir Herchauce was raifed with much difficulty 
by his attendants, and carried to the Englilh, who 
were well pleafed at what had happened to him, 
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for the uncoijrteous manner in which he had run 
his firft cdurfe. He had not any defirc to tilt 
more that day. 

The next who came forward was Robin Scornc- 
Borne*, an able and gay fquire from England. 
He fent to touch the war-target of the lord dc 
Salinpi, who was ready mounted and prepared to 
arifwer him. At their firft courle they hit their 
Helmets, and continued their career. At the next, 
they ftruck their bucklers, but unfuccefsfuily, as 
before, excepting the lofs of their lances. Having 
received them again, they, on the third oniet, 
placed their thrufts fa ably and forcibly on the 
vizors, that both were unhelmed, and finiihed 
their courfc. The Englifh fquire returned to his 
companions, and was idle during the rest of the 
day. 

Another Eftgtiih fquire, called John Merlaft, 
now advanced. He bore for arms a bend fable on 
a field argent, charged with three lion-heads fable, 
and fent to touch the war-target of fir Reginald de 
ftoye. The knight anfwered, he was at his fer* 
▼ice. Having entered the lifts, they at the firft 
onfet gave violent blows on the helmets, but with- 
out any efic&, and, by firmly holding their lances, 
returned to their ftations without lofs of any kind* 
The fecond courfe, their fpears met on their buck- 
lers, and the.horfes were checked ; having thrown 
down their lances, they continued their career, 
each to his ftation, and made ready to tilt well the 
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third lance. When their fpears had been given 
them, they fct off full gallop, and fir Reginald hit 
John Merlan a blow on his buckkr, which forced 
}pm out of the (addle to the ground. He con- 
tinued his courfe to his ftation, and the Englifh- 
man was raifed and carried to his countrymen. 

John Mouton, another fquilt from England* 
next offered himfclf, He bore for arms a chevron* 
fable on a field gules, three pierced mullets or^ 
with an indented bordure fable, and lent to ftrikt 
the war-lhield of fir Boucicaut, who replied, he 
was always ready to tilt. Their firft ftrokes met; 
on their bucklers, but without damage. It was not* 
their fault, for the blows were well placed, and 
they gallantly paffed, bearing their lances before 
them, to their ftations. They were not long be* 
fore they commenced their fecond tilt, and hit very 
fcyerely on the helmets, but without lofs, except* 
ing. their lances, and returned to their pofts*: 
Thofe who were appointed to gather the lances, 
that fell, inftandy prefented them to the knights;, 
who renewed the tilt; but at this third courfe fir 
Boucicaut unhehned John Mouton, who retired » 
his companions. 

L JL very handfome knight from England now 
came forth : he was well armed at all points, and- 
fcept an excellent pofition on his horfc, and was* 
called fir Jaquemin Strop *• He font to touch the 
wv-target of the lord de Saimpi, who, being 
mounted and armed before his pavilion, advanced 

i 
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» the lifts. At! their firft couife, they miffed their 
ftroke, from their horfes running- out of the line, 

■ 

which: vexed them much. They were not ibng 
before they again fet off, full -gallop, and, wheif 
they met, gave fuch blows on die helmets as made 
them ftrikp fire : they paffed on without toft but 
of their fpears. As foon as they were returned to 
their ftations, their lances were brought them, 4nd»* 
after a fhort delay, they began their third courfe. 
They both hit with great force on the bucklers * 
but fir James Scrope's lance broke, while fir Res 
ginald unhorfed his opponent and continued hi* 
career. Sir James was raifed from the grouncf by 
his attendants, and did no more that day* 
, Another Englifh knight, called fir William Ma£» 
quelee, was ready to enter the lifts, and to engage 
with whoever pleafed* for he had eroded the lea 
with the earl of Huntingdon in this view. He 
fent to touch the war-target of fir Boucicaut, who 
had his buckler fattened, and ipftandy advanced to 
meet his *dverfary» They both at the fame mo- 
ment fpurred their horfes, which were frefb and 
eager to begin the courfe; for, the vtrj inftant 
they felt the points, they bounded forward, The 
two knights took good aim, and mutually give 
ibch ftrokes on their helmets that fire fparkled from 
them i and, though the points of the lances flipped 
off* the tilt was much praifed by all preient. They 
continued their career to their different fetfam, 
but did apt make any long ftay before they again 
fpurred their horfes and couched their ip£*r?> for 
they did not drop diem, and met with fuch vio~ 
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lenct, thit thfcif lances imtift feto pierced the 
bucklers, if the horfcs hid not fwerved. They 
finifecd their courfe, throwing down their laoces* 
md Completed their career like good tilters, mu»* 
celtent array to their pofts. Having received their 
$>tafs> they fet off as faft as their horfes could carry 
them, and, on their meeting, hit the vizors of the 
helmets fevcrely. The tilt was loudly applauded;* 
far they were both unhelmed, and bare-iieaded all 
hut the fcull-caps : they finished their career, and. 
tft*n returned to their friends, for they had excel- 
lently performed. :-.r 
'* An Englirti fquire, called Nicholai Leau*; well 
and elegantly armed, advanced, having a great 
defire to try his (kill in arms. He fent to ftrike 
the' war- target of the lord de Saimpi, who was* aU* 
ready mounted ahd armed, in: front of his pavilion,; 
with his buckler ofrvhis bfcaft, blazoned with his. 
arms. He grafped hiS fpear, and flew to the lifts 
with the eagernefs of a hawk to feize his prey. 
The Englifh fquire did the fame, and, fetting off 
at full fpeed, they gave fuch blows on their buck- 
lers, that their lances were (hivered : it was fortu- 
pate they broke, or die knights ijntift have been 
gready hurt, or unhorfedj but they kept their feats 
firmly. When returned to their fbuioai, they 
were ftipplied wkh new lances, and with them, 
at the fecond courfe, made the (ire fly ftom their ' 
helmets : no other damage was done, for die fpears 

J*ad crofled, and they continued their xarecr to their 
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ptiftsJ ■: Aflci^a flrtrf icft, thcy*eonM*enced their 
tlpri tilt> and had well jcatmiAed where? they coukS- 
beft place their tteuftsv This, was gallantly pcr-> 
formed; for they hit>.juftly, the upper parts o£ 
the helmets, and the points of the lances entered: 
bath were fo neatly unhelmcd, that the lacings* 
burft, and the helmets flew, over the cruppers- of 
their horfes on the field. The knights kept their 
feats and completed their courfe in handfomc array, 
and then returned to their countrymen. 

The tournament was now at an end*, for a* 
more tilters appeared on the part of the Engliflj* 
The earl of Huntingdon, the carl-marftal, the 
lord Clifford, the lord Beaumont*, fir John Cfi£»? 
ton, fir John d'Ambreticourt, fir Peter Sher- 
burne, and all thofe knights who had tilted, the> 
preceding days, then waited in a body on the 
French knights, and thanked them* warmly for 
the amufements they had given thenu They 
faid— c All the knights if ho have accompanied u* 
having now jilted, we take our leave of you* and 
return to Calais on our way to England*. We 
knowweU that whoever may wiih to try their 
IkiU in arms wiU find yo9 Here for thirty days, ac«* 
cording Jl^ your v pMotamation. On our return to 
Ei^land* we 0mU loudly % ca ^ of your gallantry, 
^nd ttll *tt*hofe who may inquire of thefe deed* 
<*f >anw t& fume and wift$& them in perfon/ 

' Many thanks,' wpUed the three knights ; 
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* Lord Beaumont. Dugdalc (ays hit nan* was John, in* 
ftead of Henry, a^En>i%t c^ls+im. 
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* ttey (hall be made welcome, and deHtered »fcjr 
(feeds of arms as you hare been ; and we d e fat 
you wiH accept our beft acknowledgments for tfefe 
tourtefy you have fhewn us/ 

In fuch friendly manner did the Englifh and 
Piench knights feparate, in the plain of St. Ingte- 
me : the firft took die road to Calais, but made 
no long ftay ; for on the Saturday-morning they 
ttobarked on board paflage-boats, and landed at 
Dover about mid -day, when each retired to hh 
ion; They ftaid the whole of Saturday, and Sun- 
day until after mat, at Dover ; where having re- 
freshed themfelves and their horfes, they continued 
$eir journey to Rochefter, and there lay that night : 
on the morrow, they arrived at London, when they 
feparated, and each returned to his home. 

The three French knights before named kept 
(heir engagements valiantly at St. Inglevere. When 
the Englifh knights were gone, the king of France 
and the lord de Garencieres, who had witnefled 
the tournament in difguifc, returned to their inn at 
&Jarqirifc ; and on the morrow, at break of day, 
thej fet out for Paris, and never ceafed riding until 
they came to Crcil* on the river Oifc, where at 
that time the queen of France refided. Scarcely 
%ny one knew that the king was prefent at thefe 
tilts but his confidential valets de chambre. 

From the time the Englifh left Calais, I never 
%eard that any others came from England to St. 
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• Crcil,— iiocefc of Senlis, ten leagues and a half from 
Jaris. ^ 

Inglevere 
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Ingkvere to try their (kill in arms, the ttatf 
knights, however, remained there until the thirty* 
days were fully accomplifhed, and then kifurcly 
returned each to his home. When they waited oil 
the king of France, the duke of Touraine mud 
other lords at Paris, they were 010ft handfonxely 
received. Indeed, they were intided to fuch re* 
ccption, for they had gallandy behaved themiclvcs* 
and well fupported the honour of the king and tf 
the realm of Ffance* 
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THE DUKE OF BOURBON IS APPOINTED tttttf 
OF AN EXPEDITION f O AFRICA, THAT IS UN" 
DERTAKEN BY SEVERAL KNlGHTS OF FRANCE 
AND ENGLAND At THE SOLICITATION OF 
THE GENOESE, 

T HAVE delayed for a long time fpeaking of a 
A grand and noble enterprife that was undertaken 
by fome knights of France, England and other 
countries, againft the kingdom of Barbary. I 
wifh not to forget nor to defer it j but* as I had 
begun on the tilts at St. Inglevere, 1 was defirou* 
to complete that account* Since that is done, 1 
will return to other fubjedb, and refrcA my me- 
mory accordingly ; for fuch events as I have to 
folate ate greatly amufing, and, if I had not talceor 

pkafurc 
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pieafure in inditing them, I fliould never have 
facceeded. The text of the fubjed I mean to pro* 
need on fays, that about this time the Genoefc 
were reported throughout France and other coun- 
tries to be deflrous of railing a large army to in- 
vade Barbary ; and that all knights, fquire* or men 
at amis, who would engage in this expedition, 
(hould be fupplied from Genoa with fuch purvey- 

. ances as bifcuit, freih water, vinegar, and veffck 
and galleys to tranfport them thither. 

The cauie of their forming this armament was, 
that the Africans had attacked the country of 
Genoa, plundering the iflands belonging to them, 
and carrying off fuch from the coafts of Genoa 
os were hot on their guard, by which they were 

fppt under continual alarms. They poffefled alio 
a town, fituated on the fea-fhore of Barbary, 
which is beyond meafure ftrong, and called Africa*, 
furrounded with high walls, gates and deep 
ditches* Like as the ftrong town of Calais is the 
key of France and Flanders, and whoever is raaf- 
ter of it ihay at all times enter thofe countries, 
and from thence may be fent a powerful force by 
fea, to do mifchief to their neighbours, juft fo fs 

^the town of Africa, the ftrong hold of the inha-» 

' bitants of Barbary, Bugia and Tunis, and other 
infidel 'countries]. The Genoefe, who are rich 
merchants, bore great hatred to this town $ for its 
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• Africa, a fea-port town of Barbary, feventy miles diftant 
from Tunis. It was Azed to the ground by Andrew Doxia, by 
the command of the emperor Charles V. and has nercr been 
rebuilt. 

corfairs 
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corfairs frequently watched them at ica, andwhea 
ftrongeft, fell on and plundered their lhips» car- 
rying their fpoils to this town of Africa, which 
was* and is now, their place of depofit, and may 
be Galled their warren. 

The Genoefe, to put an end to fuch conduft, 
and to fatisfy the complaints of their fubjeds*, 
that were daily made to them from the ifland of 
Albe*, Siref, GucrfeJ, Boftan<§, Gorgennenfc 
and from the coaft as far as the gulph of Lyons to 
the iflands of Sardonnef , Fineflcc**, and even 
firom the iflands of Majorca ff> determined tab 
make their flotation known to the court of France, 
and to offer to fuch knights aa would undertake 
an expedition againft thefe infidels, veflels anH 
provision, with a paffage thither and back free £ 
all cofts, provided that one of the king's undes, 
or his brother the duke of Touraine (wha> being 
young, ought to labour to gain renown) would 
take the chief command. They likewife offered 
the aid of pilgrims, from foreign parts to affift 
them, twelve thoufand fcledt Genoefe crofs-bows, 
and eight thoufand infantry armed with fpears 
and fhields, all at their expenfe. They imagined, 



• Albc. Q^Elba. 

f Sire. Q^ Cyprus. 

jGuerfc. Q^Corfica. 

{fiaftan.- Ql 

H Gorgennen. Q^Gorgomu 

f Sardowie. (^Sardinia. 

••Finefle. Q^ 

ft Majorca, &c. belonged to the king of Arragon. 
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that as now there was a truce between France, 
England and their allies, their knights would, from 
having nothing to do, be glad to join in this warfare, 
and that they fhould have numbers of them from 
thofe kingdoms. 

When this intelligence was . firft brought to the 
French knights and fquires, they were much re- 
joiced, in hope of gaining honour ; and the am- 
bafladors from Genoa were told they fhould not 
return without their bufinefs being attended to, and 
fuccour afforded them, for their anxiety to extend 
the Chriftian faith was very praife-worthy. They 
watted at Paris, while it was under deliberation of 
the council who fhould be appointed commander 
m chief. The duke of Touraine offered his fer- 
Vlccs to the king and council $• but they, as #eli 
as die dukes of Berry and Burgundy, remonftrated, 
that this command was not fit for him. They 
confidertd, that as the Genoefe infifted on the 
king's brother, or one of his uncles, taking the 
command, the duke of Bourbon would be the 
moft proper pcrfon, and that he fhould have for 
his fecond the lord de Coucy. 

The Genoefe ambafladors, having received a 
favourable anfwer from the king, and certain af- 
furances of being afTifted with knights and men at 
arms from France, under the command of the 
duke of Bourbon, in the courfe of the year, were 
greatly contented. They took leave 6f the king, 
and returned to their own country, to relate the 
good news, and make preparations accordingly. 

Vol. X. K Reports 
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Reports of an invafion of Barbary were fooa 
fpread throughout France : to fome knights and 
fquires it was agreeable, to others the contrary ; 
all who were dcfirous of going thither could not, 
as it would have been at their own charges, for no 
lord paid for any but thofe of his own houfehold: 
It was alfo ordered, that no one from France 
fhould make part of this expedition but fuch as had 
the king's leave ; for the council wifhed not the 
realm to. be void of defence, and the Genofe were 
exprefsly bound not to fuffer any fervants to em- 
bark, but folely fuch as were gentlemen, and men 
who could be depended upon. It was, befide3> 
meant as a compliment to the knights and fquires, 
of other nations who might wifh to join in the 
enterprife. This regulation gave pleafure to all 
foreign knights who heard of it. 

The duke of Bourbon, having accepted the com- 
mand, fent his fervants to Genoa, where they 
were to embark, to make the neceffary preparations 
for him and his houfehold. The gallant count 
d'Auvergne, who was likewife of the expedition,, 
did the fame. The lord de Coucy, fir Guy de 
la Trimouille, fir John de Vienne, and all the 
great barons and knights of France who had. ob- 
tained leave to make part of this army, were not 
behind hand in fending thither purveyances fuit- 
able to their ftate. The lord Philip d , Artois > 
count d'Eu, fir Philip de Bar, the lord <jk Har- 
court, fir Henry d'Antoing, did fo likewif?. 
From Brittany and Normandy many great lords 
rtyule preparations for this expedition to Barbary, 

as 
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as well as from Hainault : among the laft were 
the lord de Linge* and the lord de Havreth. 
Several knights came from Flanders; and the 
duke of Lane after had a- baftard-fon, called Henry 
de Beaufort, whom, through devotion, he fent 
thither. He had him well* accompanied by many 
knights and fquircs of rank in England. 

The count de Foix was unwilling his baftard- 
fon, Evan of Foix, fhould remain behind, and 
had him properly attended by knights and fquircs, 
as he wifhed him to keep his ftace grandly. Every 
one had taken care to fend before hand all he 
fhould want; and thofe at the greatcft diftance 
from Genoa, left their countries the middle of 
May, but it was about a month before all. were 
aflembled. 

The Genoefe were well pleafed on their arrival, 
and made handfome and rich prefents to the chiefs, 
the better to fecure their affeftions. As the 
knights arrived, they were pofted adjoining each 
other, and, on being muftered by the marfhals, 
amounted to fourteen hundred knights and fquires. 
They were embarked on board of ftiips and galleys, 
that had been properly equipped for the voyage, 
on Saint John Baptift's day, in the year of grace 
1390. 

It was a beautiful fight to view this fleet, with 
the emblazoned banners of the different lords 
glittering in the fun and fluttering in the wind; 
and to hear the minftrels and other muficians 



• Lord de Lii>ge. MSS. Lignc. 

K 2 founding 



X 



I 



132 

founding their pipes, clarions and trumpets, whofe 
founds were re-echoed back by the fea. When all 
were embarked, they caft anchor, and remained 
that night at the mouth of the harbour ; but the 
fervants and horfes were left behind on fhore. - A 
horfe worth fifty francs was on their embarkation 
fold fpr ten, as many of the knights and fquires 
were uncertain when* or if ever they fhould return, 
and the keep of five horfes at Genoa was up- 
wards of a franc a day : they therefore, on de- 
parting, made of them what money they could, 
but it was little enough. 

There were about three hundred galleys to 
tranfport the men at arms and archers, and up- 
wards of one hundred veffels for the purveyances 
and other neceffaries. On the morrow, at day- 
break, they weighed anchor, and rowed coaftwife 
that and the fucceeding night* The third day:; 
they made Porto-fino, where they lay that night : 
at fun-rife, they rowed to Porto-Venere, and 
again caft anchor. The enfuing morning they 
weighed and took to the deep, putting thcmfelves 
under the protedtion God and St. George. 

When they had pafled the ifland of Elba, they 
encountered a violent tempeft, which drove them 
back by Gorgona, Sardinia and Corfica, into the 
gulph of Lyons, a pofition always dangerous ; but 
they could not avoid it, for the tempeft was fo 
violent, that the ableft mariner could not do any 
thing to prevent their running the utmoft rifle of 
deftru&ion : they waited therefore the will of God. 

This 
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This ftorm lafted a day and night, and difp?rfed 
the fleet. 

When the weather became calm and the fca 
tranquil, the pilots who were acquainted with 
thofe feas (leered as direftly as they could for the 
ifland qf Commeres *, which is but thirty miles 
from tl>c town of Africa, whither they bent their 
cpurfe. The mafters of the veffels had held a 
council before they entered the gulph of Lyons, 
and determined, that fhould they part company, 
t^ey would rendezvous at the ifland of Commeres, 
and MWt there iintil they w? re alj aflembled. This 
plaji was adopted ; and it was upwards of nine 
4?ys before all were collected, fo much had they 
been fcattered. 

' The ifland of Commeres, though not large, is 
yejy pieafant. The lords there refrelhed them- 
fejves, gnd p/aifed God for having all rnet again 
without eflential lofs or damage. When on the 
evye of; departure* the French lords, who took the 
lead, fceld a council on their future proceedings, -as 
they were now fo neaj the port of Africa, 

We will for a while leave this expedition, and 
fpeak of events that happened in France, more 
particularly in Auvergne. 



* Compieres. This ifland is called Conimbres and Comi- 
niercs, in the printed and MS. editions. I fuppofe it mull 
mean Comino or Cumin, Cuminum, and. formerly Hepheftia, 
a (mail ifland in the Mediterranean, betvv?en Gpzzo and Malta, 
belonging to the knights of Malta.— J3axjdran. 
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CHAP. XIIT. 

AYMERIGOT MARCEL, CAPTAIN OF THE PIL- 
LAGING COMPANIES, HAVING FORTIFIED^ LA 
ROCHE DE VANDAIS, ON THE BORDERS OF 
LIMOUSIN AND AUVERGNE, IS BESIEGED BY 
THE VISCOUNT DE MAUX, BY COMMAND OF 
THE KING OF FRANCE. 

TOURING the time of the affembly of this body 
^* of men at arms yi France, for die expedi- 
tion to extend the Chriftian faith, and gain renown, 
there were another fort of men at arms wholly 
given up to plunder in Limoufin, Auvergne and 
Rouergue, who, in fpite of the truce, were con- 
tinually doing mifchief to thefe countries, which 
thought themfelves in fecurity. The king of 
France had caufed the truce to be publicly notified 
to the captains of the freebooters, particularly to 
Terrot le Bearnois, governor of Chalucjet, Ayme- 
rigtic Marfcel, Olim Barbe, captain of Donzac in 
Auvergne, who were perfonally named in the aft, 
and were allured, that if the truce were in the 
fmalleft degree infringed, thofe guilty of it fhould 
be corporally punifhed, without hope of mercy. 
This was done, that there might not be any excufes 
made from ignorance of the treaty. 

Some of the captains, fearful of a difgraceful 
death, or of incurring the king's indignation, kept 
the peace very well. Others did not, for which 

they paid feverely, as you will hear in the conti- 
nuation of this hiftory. 

You 
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You have before found it related in the courfe 
of thefe chronicles, indited and arranged by me, fir 
John Froiflart, trcafurer and canon of Chimay, 
how peace had been agreed on with many of the 
captains of caftles in Auvergne, Limoufin, Rou- 
crgue and Cahorfin, by the mediation of John 
count d'Armagnac, and Berald dauphin of Au- 
vergne, to whom they had furrendered their caf- 
tles for different fums of money. The captains 
were alfo, by thefe treaties, bound to renounce, 
during the truce, the continuance of the warfare 
in France, and to accompany the count d'Ar- 
magnac to Lombardy or whither elfe he might 
lead them. 

He was defirous to employ them in a war he 
was meditating againft the lord Galeas de Vifconti, 
count de Vertus, for having difinherited his cou- 
fins german, the fons of his late uncle the lord 
Barnabo, as has been before mentioned. 

The count d'Armagnac and the dauphin of Au- 
vergne had laboured hard to gain over thefe cap- 
tains, that the country might be at peace j and 
for this end a large fum had been raifed in Au- 
vergne, Gevaudan, Roucrgue, Cahorfin and Li- 
moufin, to the amount of two hundred thoufahd 
francs. This tax prefled fo hard on rich and 
poor, that many were forced to fell their inherit- 
ance to obtain peace. They imagined, that hav- 
ing paid fuch fums, they fhould remain unmo- 
lefted by thefe robbers -, but it was not fo in 
many places, more efpecially in thofe parts 
where Aymerigot Marcel had his garrifbn. Not- 

K 4 withfl,anding 



136 

withftanding the fa& that he h^d furrenclered, 
by capitulation, his caftle of Aloife, which is fitu- 
ated in the heart of Auvergne, to the count d'Ar- 
xnagnac, he, continued to do much mifchief to the 
inhabitants. Aymerigot was fo rich as to be able 
to pay down, if neceffary, for his ranfpm, one 
hundred thoufand francs, which he had gained by 
plunder during ten years that he had p arri?4 oj> 
this trade. 

The count d'Armagnac was anxioua to have 
Aymerigot among his followers to Lomfcafdy, for 
two reafons : one was, to have hi$ advice, a§ iji 
every thing relative to war he was fubtle and enT 
terprifing, and very able refpe&ing the fcalado of 
forts, and the mode of war to be carried on : he 
therefore caufed Him to be told how defirous he 
was of his company, and that he would be a great 
gainer if he would join him. The other reafon of 
his wifli was, that if Aymerigot lhould remain beT 
hind, although he had fold Aloife, he might ftill 
do great harm to that country. 

Aymerigot diflembled in hi§ negotiations with 
the count, and faid to thofe fent to him, — 
c When I Ihall witnefs the departure of the count 
d'Armagnac of JLombardy, and fee fpr certain 
that he is in earned^ I do not think, from the in- 
clination I feel towards him, that I lhall remain 
behind.* This was the only anfwer that could 
be obtained from him. 

The count d'Armagnac refided in Comminges 
and in the Touloufain, making his preparations, 
and collefting men at arms. He would have 

haftened 
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haftened his expedition, if that to Africa had not 
interfered; but that delayed it for fomc little 
time, for many knights and fquires, who were 
gone , thither, had promifed him their afliftance, 
as foon as he fhould begin his march. The fud- 
dennefs of the invafion of Barbary deranged his 
plans, and like wife induced the more fpeedy ca- 
pitulations with the captains of the free com* 
panies. 

Aymcrigot Marcel was much vexed that he 
had fold his caftle of Aloife, near St. Flour*, for 
his importance was loft, and he was lefs feared. 
During the time he held it againft the whole 
force of the country, he was dreaded and re* 
fpefted by his companions in arms. He kept it 
always in good repair and well provifipnedj for 
his compofitions with the country round amounted 
to twenty thoufand florins yearly. He was quite 
melancholy, when he thought of his reduced ftate, 
and would not diminifh his treafure, which he 
had gained by his robberies, now the means of 
increafing it were clofed. He faid to himfelf, that 
he heartily repented what he had done, becaufe in 
his opinion the pillaging life he had led, taking v 
all things into confideration, was not to be de- 
pifed. At times, he converfed on this fubjedt 
with his former companions, and faidy— € There 
is no pleafure nor glory in this world like what 
men at arms, fuch as ourfelves, enjoyed. How 



* Saint Flour,-— i town in Auvergne, 22 leagues from 
Olermont-ferrand, 25 from Riom. 
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happy were we, when riding out in fcarch of 
ventures, we met a rich abbot, a merchant, or a 
ftrihg of mules, well laden with draperies, fors 
or fpices, from Montpellier, Beziers, or other 
places. All was our own, or at leaft ranlbmed 
according to our will. Every day we gained 
money. The peafants of Auvergne and Limoufm 
loved us, and provided our cattle with corn, meal, 
baked bread, litter for our horfes, oats, hay, good 
wine, fat beeves, flieep and all forts of poultry : 
we lived like kings 9 and when we went abroad, the 
country trembled: every thing was ours, both in 
going and returning. How did I and the bourg 
Copane take Carlat ? and how did I and Perrot 
le Bearnois win Chalu$ct ? How did we, you and 
I, without other affiftance, fcale the ftrong caftle 
of Marquel, that belongs to the count-dauphin? 
I only kept it five days, and was paid down on a 
table, five thoufand francs for it, of which I gave 
back one thoufand, from love to the count's chil- 
dren. By my troth, this was a profitable and 
pleafant life, and I feel myfelf much reduced by 
felling Aloife, wfetch was ftrong enough to refift 
any force that could be brought againft it $ and 
was befide, at the time of my furrendering, fo 
plentifully ftored with provifion and other necef- 
farics, that it would not have needed any thing 
for feven years to come. I confider myfelf, there- 
fore, as deceived by this count d'Armagnac : in- 
deed, Olim Barbe . and Perrot le Bearnois fore- 
warned pie that I fhould repent when too late, and 

Injw 
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J ndw find their words very true, for I moft cer- 
tainly do repent having parted with this cattle/ 

When his companions, who were now poor, 
thus heard Aymerigot complain, and perceived he 
was in earneft, they replied, — c Aymerigot, we 
are ready to obey your cpmmands. Let us renew 
the war, and confider what ftrong place we may 
fei2e on in Auvergne or Limoufin, and fortify it. 
We (hall foon recover our loffes, and have full 
fcope for pillaging, as the count-dauphin and his 
brother Hugh are now out of the country, with 
many other knights and fquires, on the expe- 
dition to Barbary ; and in particular the lord de 
Coucy, who is lieutenant for the king over all 
thefe parts, is now likewife abfent on this fame 
expedition. We need not therefore fear him, nor 
the duke of Berry, who is at Paris, and has been 
fofometimc, amufing himfelf.' 

4 I know not well how to aft,' faid Aymerigot; 
4 for though I Am well inclined to follow what* 
you advife, yet as I am perfonally named in the 
treaties, I am particularly pbinted at.' c Ah/ 
anfwered his companions, ( that need not make 
any difference, if you be willing. You are no 
vaflal to the king of France, and therefore owe 
him neither homage nor obedience. You arc the 
king of England's man ; and your inheritance, 
which is now deftroyed, was in Limoufin. We 
make war to obtain a livelihood, for we muft live, 
and the Englifh will never be difpleafed with us 
for fo doing. All whe* wifh for gain will join us ; 
and I think we may fhew a fufficient caufe for 

' making 
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making war, by declaring we have not been paid 
the compofitions that are due to us froitf Aurergnc, 
Let' us fend, therefore, to the peafants of different 
villages (taking care, however, to be ftrong enough 
to enforce our orders), and tell them, thatunlefs 
they compound with us, we will make war on 
them.' 

' Well, be it fo,* replied Aymerigdtj c but 
where can we at this moment fix our place <>f refi* 
dence ?' Some of them faid,— * c We know of 3 
fort that is difmantled, belonging to the lord de 
la Tour, which no one guards. Let us go thither, 
and repair and ftrengtheji it ; $md, when this is 
done, we will garrifon it, and overrun at our plea-, 
fure Limoufin and Auvergne,' 

€ And where is this fort fitnated ?' afked Ay-i 
merigot. 

c One league from la Tour,* afked thofe who 
were acquainted with it, and bad well examined 
its fituation : c it is called la Roche de Vandais.* 

€ On my faith, you fay well : it is the very placo 
for usV replied Aymerigot ; c and, although the 
lands are now feparated from its dependance, it is. 
a mefne fief on Limoges. We will go and look at 
it, and, if worth while, take poffeflion and for-* 
tifyit.' 

Having determined on this, they all went to la 
Roche de Vandais, examined its ftrength minutely, 
and were more pleafed with it than before : they 
inftantly took pofTeffion, and by degrees fortified 
the place before they made any excurfions or did 
harm to the country. When they had made it 

fufficiently 
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fufficiently ftrong to withftand an attack or fiege, 
and the companions were all mounted, they began 
to overrun the more immediate neighbourhood, to 
make prifoners and ranfom them. They laid in 
ftores of flefti, meal, wax, wine, fait, iron, ftcel s 
and other neceflaries ; for nothing came amifs to 
thtm that was not too hot or too heavy. 

The inhabitants of the country were much 
aftonifhed at this, for they thought themfelves in 
perfect fecurity on account of the truce between 
the /two kings; but thefe robbers feized whatever 
they pleafed in their houfes, Or in the fields, calling 
themfelves the Adventurers. The lord de la Tour 
had his town and caftle well guarded, for he was 
not well pleafed to have fuch neighbours a league 
from his refidence. The dauphinefs of Auvergne, 
a valiant lady and of great prudence, who lived 
with her children in the ftrong eaftle of the good 
town of Sardes*, fituated on the river Eveque, 
did not think herfelf in fafety when fhe heard that 
Aymerigot and his band had fortified themfelves 
within la Roche de Vandais. She inftantly or- 
dered the garrifons of her caftles of Marqutl, 
Ondablc, Chillac and Bleref, to be reinforced 
with men at arms, to avoid their being furprifed ; 
for fhe much dreaded Aymerigot, ever fince he 
had received from her, in one payment, five 
thoufand florins. 
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• .Sardes—is Zarades, MSS. Q^ if not Ardrcs, which is a 
town in Auvergne, and on a finall river that falls into thf 
Allier ; but its name is not in the map nor Gazetteer. 
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The countries of Auvergne and Limoufin now 
took alarm ; and the knights and fquires, with the 
townfmen of Clermont, Montferrant and Riom, 
and the towns on the Allier, refolved to fend notice 
of their fituation to the king of France. In this 
they were joined by the dauphinefs ; but, during 
this time, thofe in la Roche de Vandais fortified 
themfelves very ftrongly, and while about it they 
erefted huts covered with boughs for their horfes. 

When it was known to thofe who had been 
difbanded, and were now out of pay, that Ay- 
merigot Marcel was continuing the war, they were 
much rejoiced: many came to offer him their 
fervices, and he had very foon more than he 
wifhed. None of them afked for pay, but fblely 
to be retained by him, for they knew well that 
thofe under him would gain a fufficiency from the 
overplus of the plunder which he gave up to his 
men. Sometimes he made excurfions in the up- 
per parts of the diftrift, and fometimes on the 
contrary fide, for no one ventured as yet to dp- 
pofe him, fo that his fame was fpread far and near. 
Nothing was talked. of in Auvergne and Limoufin 
but the robbers of la Roche de Vandais, and greatly 
Was the country frightened by them" 

The garrifon of Chalu$et, under the command 
of Perrot le Bearnois, adhered fteadily to the truce ; 
and when he learnt that Aymerigot was thus 
haraffing the countries where the inhabitants ima- 
gined themfelves to be at peace with every one, 
fie was much angered, and faid he behaved very 
ill. He alfo font to tell him not to expe& any 

afliftancc, 
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affiftance, nor to be admitted into Chalu^et nor 
into any other place under his command. Ay-* 
merigot was indifferent as to this, for he had plenty 
of places to retire to, in cafe of need, befide Cha- 
lu$et, and men enough. There were befides 
numbers that had nothing to do, and wifhed for 
mifchicf, who daily offered to increafe his forces. 

Perrot le Bear no is forbade his men, under pain 
of death, to make any fallies injurious to the 
country people, for he declared he would moft 
ftri&ly and honourably abide by the letter of the 
truce. Olim Barbe, however, captain of Donzac, 
difiembled in this bufinefs, faying publicly he 
would adhere to the terms of the truce ; but I was 
told that his men fometimes made excurfions pri- 
vately, and, when they had collected any con- 
fiderable booty he infilled on having the advantage 
qf it. 

The deputies from Clermont, Montferrant and 
Riom arrived at Paris, where they found the king, 
the duke of Berry, the duke . of Touraine and 
fir Oliver de Cliflbn conftable of France. They 
immediately waited on the duke of Berry and his 
council, to date the caufe of their coining, and to 
inform them that Aymerigot Marcel was pillaging 
Auvergne, and that evil-minded perfons were daily 
increafmg. They entreated them for God's fake. 
to provide a remedy, for, if it were fuffered to 
continue much longer, the whole of Auverg&fc and 
Limoufin would be completely deftroyed. 

The king and the duke of Berry were much 
aftoni&ed on hearing this intelligence, foe they, 

thought 
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thought the whole country was at peace, in con- 
formity to the truce. 

The deputies were afked if the garrifons of Cha- 
lucet and Donzac remained quiet : they replied,-*- 
c they had no complaints to make againft any one 
but Aymerigot Marcel and his companions, who 
had fortified la Roche de Vandais/ 

€ Well,' replied the king and the duke of Berry, 
* now, good people, return home, and look to 
us; for we will lpeedily provide a remedy that 
lhall be fufficient : make what hade you can back, 
and tell this as our anfwer, to thofe who have lent 
you/ The deputies were well pleafed with this 
Jpcech, and, having repofed themfelves for two 
days at Paris, they fet out on their return, having 
taken leave of the king and the duke of Berry. 

The king and his council did not delay attend- 
ing to this bufinefs, for the duke of Berry had 
large poffeflions in Auvergne, and urged them on* 
They confidered whom they Ihould fend thither, 
for the lord de Coucy, the lieutenant of all the 
country, from la Rochelle to Bourdeatix, was now 
abroad in Barbary. He had, indeed, at his de- 
parture, appointed his coufin, fir Robert de Be- 
thune vifcount de Meaux, his ' deputy during his 
abfence. The council did not forget this, and 
thought he was belt entitled to the command. In- 
quiries were made where he was to be found, and 
they learnt that he was at his refidence at Conde 
fur Marnc. Letters were written to him, in the 
king's name, for him to come to Paris, and the 
meflenger haftening with them, found him and 

his 
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Ms lady at Condi. Having delivered his letters, 
the vifcount read their contents, and faid he* 
would inftantly obey the king's orders, as was 
but right. 

Having made his preparations as fpeedily as he " 
could, he left Conde and rode on to Paris, where 
he waited on the king and council. Oa entering 
the council-chamber, he was told,-*-* Vifcount, 
make hafte and aflemble all your retainers of men 
at arms, for you muft immediately fet off for Au- 
vergne. There are bands of pillagers, of whom 
Aymerigot Marcel, as we are informed, is the 
chie£ who rob and imprifon the country people. 
Let them be driven thence ; and if you can any 
way entrap Aymerigot, and deliver him up to us, 
we fhall have great joy. Orders have been given 
for you to receive the pay of your men at arms 
at Clermont in Auvergne ; and, with regard to 
your cxpenfes thither, ipeak to our treafurer of 
the army. He has been charged to pay your 
fmaller expenfes, and to hurry you away, for the 
bufinefs requires it.' 

The vifcount replied he was quite ready, and, 
leaving* the council, returned to his inn, where he 
employed perfons to write to fuch knights and 
fquires of the ifle of France and in Picardy, who 
were his acquaintance and dependants, defiring 
them inftantly to fet out for Chartres, where they 
would find him prepared to tnufter them. All to 
whom he had fent complied with his requeft* 
for they loved him, and looked to him as to an 
able captain. They were all at Chartres on the 
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appointed day, and amouated to two hundred 
lances, good men and to be depended on. .; 

After they had been muftcred, they left Chart*es,v 
and took the road towards Auvergne, through the. 
Boiurbonnois. The news of this affiftance coming 
thither was foon fpread abroad, to the great joy of. 
the inhabitants of Auvergne. It was fortunate fo 
much hafte had been made in forwarding this 
force; for, had it been delayed fix days later, 
Aymerigot and his troops had planned to ravage 
the country, between Clermont and Montferrant, 
and down the river AUier, and alio the furround - 
ing country of Riom, as far as Gannat*. Had 
they done fo, they would have plundered it of one 
hundred thoufand francs at lead ; for the parts I 
have mentioned are the very richeft in Auvergne. 
None could have oppofed them, for the whole 
country was void of men at arms > and the reports 
were, that Aymerigot's troops were more nume- 
rous than ever,. 

Aymerigot and his men were prepared for this 
excurfion $ but they learnt, I know not how, whe- 
ther from Pilgrims or ipies, that a large body of 
men at arms was marching againft them, under 
the command of the vifcount de Meauy, to be- 
fiege and to drive them out of their fortreis of la 
Roche de Vandais. 

This intelligence made them defer their intended 
excurfion, and fhut themfelves within their fort, 
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* Gannat;— a town in the Bourbonnois, five leagues from 
Riom. 

fa 



141 

for they forefaw they would 6c bcfie^ed." Ayme- • 
rigot now began to repent what he had done, 
for, fhould he be taken, no ranfom would be* 
accepted for his life. He thus opened himfelf W * 
fome of his companions : ( I am completely dis- 
graced, by having followed bad advice, and 
avarice will be : my ruin ; for I fhall be deftroyed 
without hope of ranfom.* They replied, — c Why ^ 
are you now fo doubtful of yourfelf ? We know • 
you are the moft powerful man at arms in thefe 
countries, and you have a good garrifon, well 
provided with all things. We are men of deter- 
mined refolution, as eager to defend our lives, as 
you can be to defend your own. You cannot be 
ruined without our fuffering with you : if, unfor- 
tunately, you be made prifoner, you are fo wealthy, 
you can eafily tempt them with your ranfom ; but 
our poverty muft prevent us from fo doing, and 
our heads pay the forfeit. We will therefore fell 
them as dearly as we can, and guard them to the- 
utmoft of our abilities. Be not, therefore, alarmed* 
at any thing you may fee or hear : we need not 
care for the fiege, if we manage our defence witt* 
prudence. * Thus did the companions of Ayme- 
rigot Marcel comfort him. 

The Vifcount de Meaux, with his men at arms, 
continued their march through Moulins, in the 
Bourbonnois ; but the duchefs of Bourbon, daugh- 
ter to the count dauphin, received there the vif» 
count and the knights very grandly, and entertain^ 
cd them at dinner. That evening, they lay at 
Saint Pourjain. Thence they marched to Gannat, 
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Aigue-perfes * and Riom, where they halted. 
They then marched to Clermont, and were gladly 
received by the bifhop and the inhabitants. The 
men at arms received pay at Clermont, for a tax 
had been levied to this effeft, and it was there de- 
livered to them. They continued their march to 
Notre Dame d'Orcinaljs four leagues from la 
Roche de Vandais. The^vifcount de Meaux there 
fixed his quarters, as the knights and fquires from 
Auvergne and Limoufin had named this place for 
the point of t aflembly. When they were all coJU 
lected, they amounted to more than four hundred 
lances, and one hundred genoefe crofs-bows. 
There were with the vifcount, the lord de Mon- 
tagu from the Vermandois, and his brother, the 
loid de Dommart, fir Bernard de la Riviere, fir 
William le BouteiDer, the lord de Domme, the 
lord de la Roche, the lord de la Tour, fir Lewis 
d^Abiere^;, the lord de Saint-Ampiffe, fir Robert 
Dauphin, with many more. 
. The captains of the Genoefe were two valiant 
fquires, called Albert d'Efpinolle and Cailinacc. 
Sir Lewis TEfglinelle, a gallant fquire, was at this 
time the vifcount's matter of the houfehold. The 
Genoefe, as well as the whole army, was completely 
equipped with arms and other neceffaries, or they 
— ■ ■■■■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ i « ii I. .I. ■ i, — —i 

* Aigue-perfes,— a village in Limoufin, diocefe of Limoges. 

f Notre Pame d'Orcinal,— is not in the Gazetteer, but 
N£tre Dame de Roquemadour, which is the name in the MSS. is 
a celebrated pilgrimage in Quercy, near Figeac. 

J In the MS. it is fir Louis fAntibiere. 
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would not have paired the mnfter made by the 
-vifcount de Meaux. 

The garrifon, under the command of Ayme- 
rigot Marcel and his uncle Guyot du Sel, in la 
Roche de Vandais, hearing that fo large a force 
was now advanced to Notre Dame de Roque- 
madour, with the intention of befieging thttn f 
called a general council, to confider how they 
could the moft eflfe&ually refill it. They firft re- 
folved, they had not any fcccafion for horfes, fincc 
they would be prevented from ufing them by the 
fiege. Tolerably near to la Roche de Vandais 
was another fort, called Saint Soupery, under the 
government of Aymerigot, where his wife refided, 
and whither he had fent the greater part of his 
wealth. He gave orders for the fervants and horfes 
to be received in this fort, until better times. 

La Roche de Vandais was naturally ftrong, and 

the prefent garrifon had fortified it by every means 

ix\ their power. The lord de la Tour was greatly ' 

blamed by the country for his negleft of it, as they 

laid it was from this circumftance that they were 

now fo haraffed 3 and, if he had thought the expenfe 

of keeping a guard<too great, why had he not given 

' it up to the inhabitants of the countiy, who would 

^Jiavc dismantled it fo that no one would have ever 

thought of repairing it ? whereas now the walls had 

been left entire, and the manfion tolerably good : 

fu'ch was the ftate in which Aymerigot had found it. 

La Roche de Vandais is feparated from the high 

mountains that furround it, and is feated on an 
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Infulated rock* one fide of which they had fo 
ftrongly fortified that it could only be approached 
in front, and attacked by fkifmifhes. The force, 
under the command of the vifcount de Meaux, 
left N6tre Dame de Roquemadour, and advanced 
to la Roche de Vandais, which they laid ficge to, 
anji by degrees improved their quarters. The 
countefs-dauphine, on hearing that la Roche de 
Vandais was befieged, with a fufficient force under 
the vifcount de Meaux, was greatly rejoiced; and 
as (he imagined, from the hafte in which he had 
left Paris, he might not have brought tents or pa- 
vilions with him, fhe inftantly ordered two hand- 
fome tents belonging to her lord to be made ready 
and fent to him as a loan, for his better accommo- 
dation during the fiege. 

The* vifcount received very thankfully thefe 
tents, which came fo opportunely, and returned 
his beft compliments to the countefs for her atten- 
tions. The lord de la Tour was at home, being 
but one league from his caftle, fo that he had 
every thing he could wifh for. The other knights 
and fquires accommodated themfelves as well as 
they could. They had provifion in abundance and 
cheap, for it was fent thither from all quarters. As 
it wasuhe middle of Auguft, the weather was warm* 
/ and pleafant," and the knights were comfortably 

lodged under huts made of green boughs. 

Intelligence was brought to the army that made 
them fufpicious left the neighbouring garrifons of 
CHaluget and Donzac would unite together, and 

one 
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one morning or everting, when they were off theif 
guard, come and attack them, to force them te 
nufe their filge. The vifcount de Meaux and his 
knight* held a council on this mteUigenee, and re* 
folved to fcrtd a herald to Pefrot le dearftois* go- 
vernor of Chalu$et> and to Olim Barbe at DonzaC, 
fo know whether they were at War or peaee with 
chefe garrifons, and according to fheir anfwer t* 
prepare theftifcjv$s> 

•The herald, being inftruAed as to what hie w*§ 
to fay and how he was to aft, departed, tad, on hfc 
arrival at C halite t, accidentally found Perrot Id 
B^arnou at the barriers amufing himfelf with his 
companions hi throwing the bar. He drfrnounted, 
ftnd afked for the governor. On his being pointed 
o^t| he advanced towards hinv and punctually de* 
iiv<red th$ mcflage he had been charged with. 
Ppryot replied,-*-*' Herald, you will tell jrour ma£ 
t*r$ who have tent you hither, that we mean as 
loyally $nd truly to keep the truce which has been 
concluded between. France and England, as we' ex- 
peS it will be kept with us. Should any of our 
people infringe the fmalleft article of it, and we be 
made acquainted therewith, we will lay hands on 
them, if it ihould be in our power, and inflift 
fuch punifhment as they deferve and as we have 
promifed. to execute on them. I wifli you would 
alfo tell your matters, that what Aymerigot Marcel 
has done was without any advice from us, to whom 
he never fpoke on the fubjedt. We have forbidden 
him or his people to feek refuge within our do* 
i L 4 main 



/ 



152 

main, and, fhould they think of fo doing it will ill 
befal them/ 

The herald was conduced within the fort, and 
entertained at dinner, after which he took his 
leave, and Perrot, out of love to the lords of 
prance,, prefentcd him. with ten francs. The he* 
j4}4 received them thankfully, and departed for 
Pon^ac, where he faw the governor OlifW Barbp, a 
Gafcon. He addrefled him as he had done Pereotj 
?nd received for anfwer, that he would not on any 
account infringe the truce* for by fo doing he fhould 
be difgr^ced. The hejald dined at the cattle, of 
iponzac, andj : on taking leave, h^d ten francs 
given tahim, He returned to la Roche.de Van* 
'dais, where he was furrounded by kfiight$ md 
fquires anxious to hear the apfw$r$ he had brought. 
The herald minutely related .every thing that had 
pafied; and the vifgount de Meaux and his com- 
panion were more eafy refpecting Perrot le Bear* 
nois and Olim Barbe than before ; without- fear 
from that quarter, diey continued their fiege with 
greater vigour. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

AYMERIGOT MARCEL ENDEAVOURS, BUT IN VAIN, 
TORAISE THE SIEOE OF LAROCHE DE VANDAIS, 
BY LETTERS AND MESSAGES TO THE KINO Of 
INGLAND, THE DUKE OF LANCASTER, THE VIS- 
COUNT DE MEAUX, AND EVEN TO THE DUKE OF 

. BERRY. 

TOURING the fiege of la Roche de Vandais, 
■*^ which lafted for nine weeks, there were con* 
ftant fkirmifhes between the two parties, in which 
many -were wounded by the crofs-bows, for the 
Geaoefc arc expert markfmen. The garrifon had 
n*uch the advantage of the befiegers, and I will 
tell you how. They could fally forth whenever 
they pleafed, for it would require fix thoufand 
men at leaft to have completely furrounded the 
caftle. When -the ficge firft took place, Ayme- 
rigot felt that he was a&ing wrong ; but to turn 
the matter as much to his advantage as he could, 
and if poffible preferve la Roche de Vandais, he 
determined to fend one of his men, who was well 
fpoken, to England, with credential letters to the 
king and the duke of Lancafter. 

Aymerigot opened the matter -to his uncle, 
Guyot de Sel, who, though about fixty years of 
age, was well acquainted with arms and with man- 
kind. Guyot approved of the manner in which 
his nephew intended a&ing, and faid, that to fend 
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a perfon well fpoken, and well informed, to Eng- 
land, would not be loft pains. They feledted a 
varlet who had been educated by them, and in- 
ftru&ed him as follows : € We will conduft thee in 
fafety out of this fort, in fpite of our enemies, and 
give thee money fufficient for the journey thou 1 art 
to perform, as Well as for thy othfer warits* Thou 
wilt carr^ to England thefe three letters * one tp 
the king) one to the duke of Lancafte*-,- and the 
other to the king's council ; which thou wife- punc- 
tually deliver. Thou wilt recommend me hand- 
fbmely to them ; and, as thefe are credential Jet}- 
ters, they will aik, € What is. the bbjeft of thy 
coming V Thou wilt fay, that Aymerigot Marcel/ 
/their litde foldier and fubjeft, who is firm in h$ 
obedience to their will, is befiege-d in a fmaH fori 
belonging to the king of England* as one of jJW 
mefne fiefs of Limoufin ; that thofe who arc b^ 
fore it exert themfelves to their utmoft to gaiiv.thtf 
place, and make him and his companions pii- 
loners * that the befiegcrs are ferit thither by &£ 
king of France, under the command of a coufin t& 
the lord de Coucy, called fir Robert vifcount d<? 
Meaux $ that the objeft of this million is to requeft 
the king of England, his council, and the duke of 
Lancafter, as lieutenant for the king in the Borde- 
lois, to write to the vifcount de Meaux to depart 
inftantly from before la Roche de Vandais with all 
his men. Be fure to have inferted in the letterd 
for the vifcount, that he be careful not to infringe 
the truce figned at Leulinghen, or to dread the 
confequences, becaufe I know not what e{Fe& 
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tfaefc letters may have on the vifcount, nor what 
aafwer he will make, for he is a ftrange fort of a 
man. Obtain, likewife, letters from the king, the 
council, and the duke of Lancafter, to the duke 
of Berry ; for, if he pleafe, the fiege will J>e in- 
ftantly raifed. Manage to bring back with thee, 
for thy greater credit, one of the knights of honour 
Co the king or the duke of Lancafter, or Derby 
the herald. Salute him from me, and fay, if he 
will accompany thee, (for he is an able negotiator* 
and well acquainted with the duke of Berry and 
the lords of France,) I will give him one hundred 
francs. K$cp well in thy memory all I have faid> 
and tell every one to whom thou flialt fpeak, that 
this litde fort, which I have garrifoned, will be veiy 
convenient to the Englilh on the renewal of the 
war i for it is fituated on the borders of Auvergne 
and Limouiin, and thofe countries may be made to 
contribute upwards of two hundred thoufand franc* 
in one feafon/ 

Aymerigot Marcel having, in the prefence of 
his uncle, well tutored his meflfenger, and given 
him his credential letters, and one hundred francs 
for his expenfes, he was efcorted from the fort at 
midnight, on foot, to another fort belonging jto 
Aymerigot; called Saint Soupery. He there chofe 
the beft horfe, as they were all at his difpofal> for 
he had a long journey to makte, and pafled through 
France as a native of the province of Auvergne. 
On his arrival at Calais/ he made acquaintance 
with fir John Beauchamp, the governor, to who&i 
he told a part of his bufintfs, that he might be 

the 
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'the fboner forwarded on his journey. This futf- 
ceeded; for fir John ordered him an immediate 
pafikge to Dover, whence, on having his horft 
put on fhore, he continued his road to London; 
mid there arrived in a day and a half. He was 
fort&nate to find the king, his two uncles of 
Lancafter and York, with the council, at the 
"palace of Weftminfter, cohfidering the affkirs of 
Northumberland, and what force they fhould 
fend thither, for the Scots no way obferved the 
truce. 

J t - • r 

The meffenger from Aymefigot having intrufted 
the fubjedt of his coming to the mafter of the inn 
mhtrc he put up, he condu&ed him to Weft- 
Imtnfter, and procured him admiflion to the duke 
of Lancafter, who had arrived before the other 
counfellors, and was in the prefence-chamber. 
He prefented the duke with the letter addrefled to 
him, who, having opened and read it, took the 
meffenger afide to learn the caufe of his arrival. 
The varlet related to him every particular where- 
with Aymerigot had charged him. The duke* 
having heard him, afked if had more letters. 
He replied, c One for the king, and another for 
the council/ c It is well/ anfwered the duke : 
f I will obtain for you an audience,' and gave 
orders to one of his attendants to take* care of 

him. 

The duke entered the council-chamber, and, 
when he faw a favourable opportunity, mentioned 
the arrival of Ay merigot's meffenger : by his motion, 
the varlet was introduced, and prefented his letters 

to* 
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to the king and to the council. When they were 
read, he was defired to explain the object of his 
million. Being well tutored, and not afraid of 
fpeaking, he was not abafhed, otherwife he need 
not have made the journey, and he explained fo 
eloquently the reafons of his coming, and the . 
wifhes of Aymerigot, that he was attentively lift ened 
to. When he had told all he was charged with, 
he was informed that they would corifider the 
matter, and that he fhould have an anfwer to his 
demands. 

He then quitted the council-chamber, and waited 
for the anfwer to the letters. He was told that 
the king would write to the vifcount de Meaux, 
and to the duke of Berry, in the manner Ayme- 
rigot had defired- The duke of Lancafter pro- 
mifed to do the fame, and that thefe letters fhould 
be delivered by an Englifh fquire attached to the 
duke j and that Derby the herald fhould crofs the 
fea, and accompany them when they gave their 
letters, to aid their fuccefs > for he was well known . 
to many lords in Auvergne, particularly to the. 
duke of Berry* 

r mm 

Aymerigot's meffenger was very happy to hear 
this, and followed fo clofely the duke of Lancafter 
that in a few days the letters were written, and 
the gentleman, ^whofc name, I believe, was .Cher- . 
bury, who was to carry them, received orders, of 4 
departure. The herald Derby moft willingly went l# 
with him,- for Aymerigot's varlet had told him-: 
from his mafter, that if he would crofs t&e fea^ 
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he (hould receive one hundred francs on his arrival 
4t la Roche de Vandais. 

The letters being fealed, thefe three took their 
leave of the duke of Lancafter, and haftened to 
Dover : they croffed to Calais in a paffage-boat, 
where they lay that night, and at low water dis- 
embarked their horfes, and on the morrow rode 
to Boulogne. They paffed through Picardy to 
Paris, but, making no flay there, continued their 
journey to Auvergne. 

When arrived at Limoges and the environs of 
la Roche de Vandais, they cautioufly advanced to 
enter the caftld privately ; but, on confideration, 
the fquire and herald did not think it prudent to 
enter la Roche de Vandais, but fent the meffenger * 
forward, faying they could now find the way 
themfelves, and that it would not have a good 
appearance (hould they be feen with him, for it 
would look as if he had been fent to bring them ' 
from England ; and that what they had to fay to 
the vifcount de Meaux would come with mdre 
weight as from the king of England himfelf, thafl 
if any others had interfered in it. 

Thevarlet agreed to their reafons, and, at night* 
fall, returned to the fort, by a road he was ac- 
quainted with, without any hindrance from the 
befiegers. He there found Aymerigot Marcel, 
his uncle Guyot du Sel, and the other companions, 
$riio made him good cheer, and were aftojiifhed that 
lie could have returned from England in fo few days. 
He related every thing that had paffed, and that 
a iquir* from the duke of Lancafter and Derby the 
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herald had accompanied him with letters from the * 
king and the duke to the vifcount de Meaux and 
to the duke of Berry, fliould there be occafion. 
€ And why did they not come with you hither ?' 
aflced Aymerigot. c Through prudence, as diey 
tok} me/ replied the varlet ; € for they will under- 
take die commiffion and delivery of their letters 
themfelves, and think it better than that any ap- 
pearance of collufion fhould be feen between you 
aod them/ c They aft wifely/ faid Guyot de Sd, 
c and ihew by this, that the king of England and 
the duke of Lancafter fend them, of their own . 
accord, and that they are interefled in the matter/ 
c Such are their intentions,' anfwered the mef- 
fenger. 

Aymerigot was delighted on hearing this, and 
told his varlet that he had done juftice to his com- 
miffion, and in a few days he would handforoely 
reward him for it. The Engliih (quire and Derby 
rode on for la Roche de Vandais, to the place 
where the befiegers lay, and enquired for the 
quarters of the vifcount de Meaux. On being 
conduced thither, they found the vifcount amufing 
himlelf with feeing the bar thrown. 

On their approach, they bowed, which civility 
he returned, and afked, ' whence they came/ - 
They replied, c from England, and that they were 
fent by the king and the duke of Lancafter/ • 
f You are welcome,' faid the vifcount ; ' but what 
bufinefs can have brought you to this wild country?' ~ 
c My lord/ anfwered Derby, c this is a fquire 
attached %q tf\c duke of Lancafter, who brings* you- 
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letters from the king of England and from his 
lord, which, if you pleafe, you will read. I have 
accompanied him, becaufe I am fo well acquainted 
with this country, to ferve him as a guide/ 

The fquire prefented his letters, which the 
vifcount, after examining the feals, knew to be 
authentic, and to come from England. He called 
one of his men afide who could read, and had 
their contents repeated over two or three timesi 
until he was fully matter of them. He was a 
while penfive, for the king of England had written,, 
to complain that he was day and night occupying 
a part of his territories with a large army, and 
doing ads to infringe the truce, which he ought 
not to do, being dire&ly contrary to the articles 
that had been fworn and fealed between him and 
his adverfary of France ; and that, as foon as he 
fhould have perufed thefe letters, he muft raife 
the fiege, march away his army, and leave Ayme- 
rigot Marcel in peaceable pofleflion of a cattle • 
which had % coft him fuch large fums to fortify. ' 
Such, and many other expreffions in favour of 
Aymerigot, did thefeJetters contain. 

The letter from the duke of Lancafter was • 
nearly fimilar to thofe from the king and council ; 
for he was fovereign lord and duke of Aquitainc. 

t The vifcount de Meaux, having confulted fome 
of. his friends, faid to the fquire and the herald, — 
c My fair firs, the intelligence you have brought 
demands full confideration : I will advife upon it, 
and you fhall foon have my anfwer.' They were 
tfca coadufted to the vifcount's tent, to partake 

of 



lei 

t>f his wine. During, this a council was fummoned 
of the lord de la Tour, fir William le Bout^iller, 
fir Robert Dauphin, fir Louis d'Abierc, the iord 
de Montagu* and fir Berald de la Riviere, for this 
laft was of the houfehold of 4 the vifcount. 

When they were aflembled, the vifcount ex- 
plained to them the caufe, and laid before them 
the letters he had received. The knights were 
much furprifed how intelligence of their fiege could 
have been carried to England for fuch letters to be 
tent ffoiri thence* as their fiege had not lafted one 
month; € I will tell you what I imagine/ faid 
the vifcount: c this Aymerigot is a cunning 
fellow ; and the moment he perceived we intended 
befieging him, he fent a perfon to England to 
ifcqueft fuch letters might be written as are now 
before yoiii and which I fhall obey or not as I pleafe. 
1 inform you, that I fhall inftantly anfwer them ; 
out, in regard to the orders of the king of Eng- 
land and the duke of Lancafter, 1 fhall not pay any 
attention to them, for I am no way bound to obey 
them, but folely the king of France, my lord, who 
has intrufted me with this command, and fent me 
hither. Let the herald and fquire be introduced, 
and I will give them my anfwer* ' 

They were fought for, and conduced to the 
affembly of the vifcount and his knights : when ill 
their prcfence, they bowed their heads, and the 
vifcount thus fpoke: £ You Derby, and you 
Thomas Cherbury, for fuch I think are the names 
jrou are defigned by in the letters which you have 
brought from the king of England and the duke 
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of Lancaftcr. They have been informed, if feeriis, 
(but I know' not how, whethfef by a meflfcnge* 
from Aymerigot Marcel or fome friend of his, 
who has been in his nartie to* England) that I am 
quartered with a large army on the lands of die 
king of England, arid order me inftantly to faifc 
the fiege, march attay my men, and leave Ay- 
merigot in peaceable poifeflion of the fmall fort 
that has coft him fo large a fum to repair and 
ftrengthen. 

* They tell me likewife, that I am rifking my 
own difhonour, by thus infringing a truce, which 
has been agreed to for three years, between the 
kings of France and England, and their allies. 
I declare to /ou, my fair firs, that I will not, by 
any means, violate the fmalleft article of the truce, 
nor {hall it be infringed, by any aft of mine, 
during my refidence here. 

€ I am the king of France's fubjeft, my liege 
lord, who has ordered me hither as his marfhal, 
for the prefent, ^ from the complaints that have 
beet* made him, by the nobles and other inhabi- 
tants of the countries of AuVergne ind Limoufin, 
of the great damages they have fufFered froth 
Aymerigot Marcel, who has feized a fort on thfc 
confines of thefe two provinces that had been 
abandoned, antf was never again intended to bfc 
inhabitedi which he has repaired and ftrengthened, 
hot as a manfion, or houfe for recreation, but as 
a caftle and rendezvous for robbers arid marauders. 
I am therefore ordered hither to defend and guard 
the country againft fuch. pillagers a$.trtay r b6 
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cotle&ed within this fort, called ' hi Roche de 
Vandais, fo prevent their increafe in numbers and 
in wickednefs, and to arreft all of them I may be 
able to lay hold of, that they may fuflfer the pu- 
nishment due to their crimes. In confluence, 
fny fair firs, I (hall ftridtly obey the commands I 
ha*e received, and loyally acquit myfelf of my 
duty. Of courfe, therefore, I Ihall not move 
from hence for any orders I may receive, until I 
lhall have poffeffion of this fort, and the garrifon 
that now holds out againft me and my com* 
pinions. 

€ Should Aymerigot Marcel fct up a plea, that 
I Hav« any way broken the truce, which is equi- 
valent to a perfect peace for the time, let hini 
come forth, and I will have him fought with by 
as good, if not a better, man than himfelf, and 
prove that it is he alone who has, and continues 
to violate the articles of the truce. Now, my 
fair firs, having maturely weighed every thing, 
I hive given you my anfwer, and you may return 
when you pleafe $ but I beg that, on your return, 
you will neither add to nor diminifh any part of 
what I have faid to you ; for reporters, by not 
relating the exaft words in which any converfatioa 
has taken place, do not truly inform their lords 
of the matter.* 

« My lord/ replied the fquire, c Derby arid 
myfelf are come hither folely to hear what anfwefr 
you ihall be pleafed to make us, and carry it 
back, and fince you have done fo, we need not 
longer remain/ 
, " * ' Ma They 
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' ': They* took leave of the vifcount, who ordered 
ten francs to be given the herald, out of affeftion 
to the king of England, who had fent him, and 
regard for the duke of Lancafter, to whom he was 
attached. When they were on the road to Cler- 
mont, for they faid they had come that way, and 
would return by the fame, and when they had 
advanced about half a league, the following con- 
verfatioii pafled between them : c We have had ill 
fuccefs : we muft wait on the duke of Berry, who 
lives in Auvergne/ c He is lord of this whole 
country/ faid Derby, c and himfelf duke of Berry 
and Auverghe. If he will order the vifcount de 
Meaux to decamp, he muft do fo, for he dare not 
difobey him. As we have letters to him from the 
king and the duke of Lancafter, it is but right he 
fhould fee them, and that we lhould know his in^ 
tention on their fubjeft.* Thus did they converfe 
until they arrived at Clermont. They were made 
welcome, for the herald was well acquainted in 
thefc parts, having been there before j and whe& 
any queftions were afked, who and what they were, 
they declared themfelves meflengers from the king 
of England. Having inquired where the duke 
refided, they were told at a handfome caftle, called 
la Nonnette. The herald knew it well, and,icav- 
leaving Clermont, they rode to Vioirc*, and 
thence to la Nonnette, but the mountain is very 
deep on which is fituated the caftle. On their 
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♦ Vioire,— probably Iffoire, as la Nanette is near to that 
town. 
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arrival,, they found numbers of the duke's fervants 
playing in the fquare before the caftle-gate. The 
"herald was* known to many of them, and conduced 
to the duke of Berry,* who, in confideration of 
his regard to the king of England and the duke of 
Lancafter, ordered him and his companion to be 
wdl taken care of: 

Tlie fquire, being the bearer of the letters from' 
the king, prefented them to the duke, who, having 
read them twice flowly through, paufed a little, 
and then gave fuch courteous anfwers as both were 
fatisfied with ; for he faid, c from his affe&ion to 
his couflns, he would do all in his power to com-> 
ply wkh their requefts.* The herald and fquire 
concluded from this, that they fliould completely 
iiicceed in their million, and were in high fpirits ; 
Jwt, as you fhall hear, they were difappolnted. 

The duke of Berry was not negle&ful of the 
bufinefi, and exerted himfelf to have the fiege of 
h Roche de Vandais raifed, from his regard to the 
king of England and the duke of Lancafter, who 
entreated it; and engaged, that if Aymerigot 
Marcel were left in the quiet poffeffion ©f his fort* 
he fliould not, hereafter, moleft the country, and 
that he fliould make any reparation to the king 
of France for having offended him. The duke of 
Berry, anxious to oblige the Englifli who were in 
his caftle, wrote letters to this purport to the 
yifcount de Meaux ; and, before they were fealed> 
had them read; to his guefts, who were exceedingly 
pleafed with their contents. 
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The letters were difpatched by an able fquire of 
the duke to the vifcount de Meaux, who, hay- 
ing learnt their contents, fummoned his principal 
knights, and had them again read in their pre- 
fence, during the time the fquire who had brought 
them was made welcome -, for, out of love to the 
duke of Berry, they gave him good cheer. c Gen* 
tlemen, 9 faid the vifcount to his companions, ' we 
fliall never have peace fince the duke of Berry 
fupports Aymerigot, who is the grcateft enemy 
Auvergne and its poor inhabitants have ever had, 
and for thefe laft twelve years has fo fore op- 
prefTed them. I thought the duke hated himj 
but it feems I was miftaken, for he commands me 
to break up the fiege. I will not at this moment 
obey his orders, but excufe myfelf from fo dojng ? 
by the commifTion I have recciye4 frofji th$ king 
our lord, who ftri&ly enjoined me, on leaving 
Paris, not to quit this place for any orders I 
might receive, except they came from himfelf, 
until I had conquered the fort of la Roche dp 
Vandais, and taken Aymerigot by fair or foul 
means. The duke now commands me to raife the 
fiege, the inftant I have read his letters j but, by 
my faith, I will do no fuch thing/ 

€ Sir/ replied the knights and fquircs of Alu- 
vergne, c you fay loyally and well : we will keep 
fteady to you. We fuppofe that my lord of Berry 
is induced to write thus in favour of his enemies, 
by fimilar letters from the king of England and the 
duke of Lancafter to thofe you - have received^ 
which the herald and Englifh fquire haye carried to 
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him/ c I dare fay you have gueffed right/ faid 
the vifcount : c I will, if I can, find out the truth 

of h; 

. The fquire was called in to receive his anfwer, 
afcd, jvhen in the prefence of the afiembled knights^, 
the vifcount thus addrefled him, .calling him by Jii^ 
pame, for he knew him well ; c Peter, I wilh you 
to ynderjfcand that I owe, and am defirous of pay- 
ing* all obedience to my Jord of Berry, for he is 
it* noble, and fo nearly related to the king, that I 
(hould .be forry to do ,otherwife, but myfelf and 
companions, whom you fee, have been for thefe 
five weeks before this fort, to take it and the thieves 
who garrifon it, by pofitivc .orders from the king 
aod his council. We wonder, therefore^ and not 
without reafon, how my lord of Berry can entreat 
us in favour of his enemies, and defire us to raife 
the fiege and inarch away. We all agree in de- 
claring that, if it were done, we fliould give the 
greateft encouragement to all thieves who in future 
may overrun the kingdom, and induce them to 
commit the greateft outrages. Peter, you will tell 
the duke of Berry from us all, and from me in par- 
ticular, that we are ready and willing to obey his 
commands, but.that I have been fo pofitively or- 
dered to continue this fiege, with as much vigour 
and patience as poffible, umil I be mafter of the 
place and garrifon, that I dare not a& contrary ; 
and fay, that I ihall not obey any other commands 
but thofe of the king, whofe fubjett I am, and who 
has fent me hither. I beg of you, Peter, to tell 
me one thing, if it is not an improper queftion for 
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you to anfwer, how conjcs it that my lord of Berry 
lues in favour of Aymerigot Marcel, who has done 
fuch mifchief to Auvergne ajid Limoufin, now that 
he is in a fair way of being caught and punifhed 
for his wickednefs and breach of faith in the ar- 
tides of the truce ?' 

The fquire replied c Two Englifhmen, a herald 
and another, have come to the duke, ^yjth very 
preffing letters from the king of England apd t^ic 
duke of Lanc^fter in favour of Aymerigot. 1 c I 
readily believe you/ faid the yifcount: c it i$ 
Derby the herald, and a fquire callecji Cherbury ? 
who likewife brought me the other (Jay letter^ 
fimilar, I fuppofe, to thofe you mention. Say 
alfo from me, in addition to what I have before 
fpoken, that I beg my lord of Berry to confide? 
well this matter j that letters thus obtained from 
Jtords pn the other fide of the water deferve no at-? 
tention from lords on this fide, who love the ho^ 
nour or advantage of the kingdom of France.' 

c My lord,- arifwered the fquire, c be affured 
that I will repeat every word you have faid to the 
<duke of Berry, for Aymerigot is not fo much ip 
my favpur but I would rather fee his punifhment 
than hjs deliverance. * On this^ the fquire took 
leave of the vifcount and knights prefent, mounted 
jhis horfe, and rode to la Nonnettc, where he re? 
latcd to the duke of Berry, that the vifcount dc 
Meaux woyld not, for any othpr commands but 
thofe dire&ly from the king, break up his fiege. 
This anfwer was not very agreeable to the duke, 
yf\\Q imagined Jje w^s of that importance, his let- 
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jers ought to have attention paid them in France, 
or at lead in Auvergne. When Derby and his 
companion learnt the purport of the anfwer, they 
were much cad down, for they faw they had la- 
boured in vain. They afked the duke, what they 
were now to do. c Shall we leave you with un- 
fatisfa&ory anfwers to our king and the duke of 
Lancafter ? who had the fulled hope you would 
have had the fiege of la Roche de Vandais railed* 
for it is within your territories.' 

c A little patience/ replied the duke: c Ayme- 
rigot is in a very ftrong place, and, unlefs fome un- 
fortunate accident happen, cannot for a long time 
Jx taken. I muft fhortly go to Paris; and, when 
(here, I will prefs the matter warmly with the king 
pad his council, fince my good Coufins of Eng- 
land are fo earned in the matter. You both (hall 
accompany ipe, and witnefs the exertions I make/ 
This fpeech contented the fquire and the herald. 

Within, four days afterward, the duke fet out 
from k Nonnette, leaving there the duchefs and the 
greater part of his houfehold, and went to Riom in 
Auvergne. He waited there eight days for the 
count de Sancerre and the lord de Renel *, whom 
he had fent to Avignon on his private affairs. 
On their arrival, they fet out together through the 
Bourbonnois, and by a fhort day's journey, came 
to Bourges, where they tarried two days. On the 
third, the duke departed, and came to' Mehun fur 
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Yevre*, where he had one of the handfomeft 
(rallies in the world , for the duke had expended 
upwards of three hundred thoufand francs i$ byijd- 
ibg and ornamenting it. 

. He remained there a fortnight, to the great un- 
eafinels of the two Englifhaien who were fuitor? 
-^pr Aymerigot * but, as they could no* help it, 
^hey diffembled their thoughts. Indeed, the duke 
^o longer intended interfering about him, and I 
will explain why. The count de Sancenrc, the 
lord de Renel and fir Peter Mefpin were his prin- 
cipal advifers: they heavily charged Aymerigot 
with feveral crimes, gently blaming the duke, and 
Jaying it was unbecoming him to interfere in the 
.affairs- of fo notorious a pillager, whofe whole life 
had been infamous; that he had committed fuch 
dilgraceful a£s in Auvergne and Limoufin* it 
• would be improper to fpeak in his favour, and 
that he ought to be left for the king's juftice-to 
puniih. This, and fpeeches fimilar to it, had fo 
5 cooled the duke as to prevent him from thinking 
longer on the fubjeft; but the two Englifibmen 
did not negleft their duty in reminding the duke 
of it, who, diflembling his real opinion, courte- 
oufly anfwered, * Have patience : we fliall foon 
be at Paris/ Notwithftanding this, he ftill re- 
mained at Mehun fur Yevre more than three 



* Mehun far Yevre. Charles VII. built a large caftle, or pro- 
bably repaired this of the duke of Berry, wherein he died 1 46 1, 
having ftarved himfelf for fear of being poifoned by his fon, 
Louis XI. 
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weeks, planning new improvements with his 
matter of the works, Andrew Beau-peveu, fa 
fculpture and painting ; for in fuch arts he took 
great delight, and was well fkillcd in them. There 
was not a more able man in this refpedt than matter 
Andrew Beau-neveu, in any country, as may he 
jpdged from the many fine works he executed in 
France, Hainault (his native country), and Eng- 
land, where they now remain. 



CHAP XV. 



AYMERIGOT MARCEL HAVING LEFT LA ROCHE 
DE VANDAIS, TO SEEK SUCCOUR FROM OTHER 
PILLAGERS, HIS LIEUTENANT, GUYOT DU 
SEL, IS SURPRISED BY AN AMBUSCADE, AND 
THE FORT SURRENDERS ON CAPITULATION. 

TWILL now relate what happened to Ayme- 
•*■ rigot Marcel, and to his fort of la Roche de 
Vandais. He had a quick imagination, and con- 
cluded, from the continuance of the fiege, that the 
letters from die king of England and the duke of 
Xancafter had failed in the effed he looked to from 
them. He therefore thought of another expe- 
dient, which was to leave his caftle and ride night 
and day unto the garrifons in Perigord and other 
places, to call upon Guyonnet de Saiiite Foix, Er- 
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tjauton de Sainte Colombe, Efnauton de Rdftem,' 
John de Morfen, Peter d'Anchin, Remonhet dc 
Copane, with other gafcon and b£amois men at 
arms of the Englifh party, and entice them by 
fair fpceches to enter Auvcrgne for the fake of 
plunder, and then to advance to la Roche <Jq 
Vandais, fome morning or evening, and capture 
the knights and fquires before it, whieh would 
bring them more than one hundred thoufend 
francs for their ranfoms, without counting fmaUcf 
articles of pillage. 

He explained his whole plan to his uncle* 
Guyot du Sel, and afke4 his opinion. He re^ 
plied, that he very much approved of it, for that 
he faw no other means of being delivered froqjt 
the French. c Well, uncle,' faid Aynjerigot* 
c fince you approve, I wiU undertake it ; but I 
muft beg one thing of yau before I fet out/ 
c What is that?' replied Guyot. € \% i$ x that 
during my abfence you never fally out of the 
caftle, nor open the barriers, whatever fkirmilhes 
the French may make, for you may \ok more thao 
you can gain/ c I will take care not to do it,* an T 
fwered Guyot : € we will remain fhut up here, 
until your return or until we Jiear forne new.s of 
you/ c Indeed, my good uncle, I beg it of you* 
for we cannot vex them more than by keeping 
within our walls : as for their attacks and fkii> 
.mifhes, we do not value them.' 

Within three days after, AymKrigot left the 
caftle attended only by a page, and began hfe 
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journey without- fear of the French. His inten* 
tion was to bring back with hjm fome bold com- 
panions, and raife the liege. 

Although Aymerigot had quitted la Roche de 
Vajidais, it was unknown to the befiegers; for 
the garrifon could go in and out without danger 
from them. 

There were daily fkirmifhes before the caftlc 
and at the barriers ; and, about five or fix days 
after the departure of Aymerigot, there was a 
grand aflault made by the French, who were di- 
vided into three parries, all of which were engaged. 
Guyot du Sel was a good man at arms, and had 
long ufed them ; but through arrogance, and ne- 
glecting to obferve the orders of his nephew not 
to open the barriers nor to fally forth on any ac- 
count, he fuffered as you will hear. 

Three fquires, two from Auvergne and one 
from Brittany, difplayed great courage, and were 
pre-eminent at this attack at a part of the old walls 
very near the caftle. The fquires from Auvergne 
were called Richard de la Violette and Lubinot de 
kochefort ; the Breton was le Monadic > who, when 
made prifoner, at the taking of Ventadour, had at- 
tached himfelf to fir William le Bouteiller. This 
aflault lafted until night, and, though thefe fquires 
gained renown, the befiegers, in fpite of their la- 
bour and pain, made no other profit. 

The vifcount de Meaux determined, that at the 
next fkirmilh he would place an ambufcade of 
twelve men at arms in an old grotto withoutfide the 
jbrt */ and he told his men,— c Advance to flcirmifli 

at 
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at die barriers ; and if you fliaH percehne the gar- 
rifbn inclined t6 make a folly, as is Kkely enough 
for fuch covetous perfon* to do, retire gently oil 
this fide the ambufh, when you will wheel round to 
renew the attack, and they, being thus furrounded, 
wiB be made prifoners or flain/ 

The vifcount's plan was executed. Thofe 
named for the ambufcade were Lewis de Lef- 
glinelle, Robert de Berthencourt, Vandelle, Wil- 
liam de la Saulfoye, Peter de Saint Vidal, Gionnet 
de Villeracque, Peter de Col, Andrew de la Roche, 
John Salmage, with three others to make up die 
dozen of good men at arms, who pofted them- 
felves within the old grotto. Another party went 
to (kirmifh, under the command of the three be- 
fore named fquires : they were richly armed at all 
points, the more to tempt the avarice of the gar- 
rifon, and were only twelve in number. 

When arrived at the barriers, they purpofely 
began the attack moft awkwardly, fo that Guyoc 
du Sel held them cheap, and faid to his compa- 
nions, — c By Saint Marcel, we will make a fally j 
for there are at the barriers a fet of youngfters 
who, from their manner, do not feem much ac- 

cuftomed to the ufe of arms. We Will teach theih 

*» 

their ufe ; and they cannot avoid being our pri- 
foners. At thefe words, he had the barriers flung 
open, and fallied forth, forgetful of his promife 
to Aymerigot. The great defire he had to perform 
fome deed of arms, and to gain a prize, induced 
him to aft thus. 
The French were much rejoiced to fee the gar- 

rifon 
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rifon without the fort, and that Guyot du Sel was 
among the firft : they t etreated by litde and little 
until they had paflfed the ambufh, eagerly purfucd 
by Guyot's party. When thofe in ambufh faW if 
was rime, they quitted the grotto, and pofted theflx- 
felves on the road to the fort, fhoutihg out € Cofccy 
for the vifcount !' and t thus inclofed their front and 
rear. 

Guyot du Sel, obferving this, knew he had bfeen 
in fault, and that it would be difficult for him to 
&ve himfelf, or to return to the fort. He began 
fo retire towards the barriers, but was ftrongiy op- 
pofed. Why fhould I lengthen my ftory ? They 
were all made prifoners, as it were in a trap, and 
fed in triumph to the quarters of the vifcount and 
the other knights. 

When the vifcount de Meaux faw Guyot du 
Sel, ' he afked him c where was Aymerigot 
Marc&l?' for he thought he was in the caftle. 
Guyot replied, c he was ignorant where he was, 
for he had left the fort twelve, days ago.' The 
knights, hearing this, concluded he was gone to 
feekfor aid. Guyot du Sel and his fellow-pri- 
foners were then ordered away •, and the vifcount 
afkfed the knights of Auvergne, c what Ihould be 
flbnc to thefe prifoners?' for he wifhed to aft 
from their decifion. Sir William le Bouteiller an- 
fwered,— e Sir, I certainly believe that Aymerigot 
Mared is gone to perfuade the garrifons of othtt 
forts to come to his afiiftance : he will eafily find, 
In fpite of the truce, adventurers, who will join bind 
in his wickednefs, and they xhay fall on us fojttt 

morning 
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morning or evening when we are unprepared to re* 
fift them, and do us much damage : Aymerigot is 
very cunning, arid of great wdalth. Let us there- 
fore tell Guyot du Sel to Surrender fa Roche dc 
Vandais, and if he refufe his content, that his 
own head, and thofe of all his companions, fiiall 
inftantly be facrificed/ 

c This is good advice/ replied tke viteoimt* 
c for, in truth, to obtain this fort are we come 
into the country. If we have not now Aymerigot 
Marcel, another time we may be more (uccefeful/ 
Upon this, the vifcount, the * lord de la Tour* fir 
Robert Dauphin, fir William le Bouteiller and 
their companions, advanced as near to the fort as 
they could, carrying with them Guyot du Sel and 
the other prifoners. The vifcount, addrefiing 
himfelf to Guyot as the captain, faid, — c Guyoty 
you, as well as your friends, who are now our 
prifonerSi muft know that, unlefs you will furren- 
der to us the fort of la Roche de Vandais, we 
ihall inftantly order your heads to be cut off*. 
but, if you will yield it up, we will allow ydu 
freely to depart whither you pleafe. Now, qoik 
fider which you prefer, death or liberty.' 

Guyot du Sel replied, c My lord, I will do. all 
I can to accommodate you/ and with this he ad-* 
vancfed to the barriers to fpeak with thofe withw 
the fort* You muft know, that the remaining 
garrifon looked on themfelves as conquered '» 
for they knew not how to aft, nor whom tot 
choofe for their leader, fince they had now loll 
their two captains, the moft able . amQng them* 

Guyot 
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Guyot du Sel had not fooner explained his fitua- 
tion than they agreed to furrcnder on the terms, 
that they fhould carry away with them all they 
were able, and be allowed one month to retire 
whither they pleafed. This was inftantly agreed 
to, and written and figned. The French, by the 
fortunate iflue of the fkirmifh, became mailers of 
la Roche de Vandais : fo true is it, that good or 
ill fortune in arms is the lot of perfeverance. 

The whole country was much rejoiced on hearing 
t*f this furrender. The articles of the treaty with 
Guyot du Sel were punftually obferved, and when 
the garrifon had packed up all they could carry, 
they had permiflion to depart, and paflports given 
them, to continue for one month. 

The vifcount de Meaux and his knights aban- 
doned la Roche de Vandais to the country people, 
who inftantly fet about demolifhing it, and never 
left tt until there did not remain one ftone on 
another. The men at arms from Auvergne, who 
had joined the vifcount, now took leave of him, 
and returned to their homes. The vifcount per- 
mitted many of his own men to depart for Pi- 
cardy: he himfelf went for la Rochelle, but 
/lopped at Saint Jean d'Angely, to defend that 
part of Saintonge againft pillagers, who, whenever 
they found a good opportunity, overran it, for 
bis orders were to oppofe them. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

• 

THE MESSENGERS FROM ENGLAND, HEARING 
OF THE SURRENDER OF LA ROCHE DE VAN- 
DAIS, TAKE LEAVE OF THE DUKE OF BERRY. 
— — AYMERIGOT RETIRES TO THE HOUSE OF 
A RELATION, CALLED TOURNEMINE, WHO BE- 
TRAYS HIM TO THE KING OF FRANCE, 
HE IS CARRIED TO PARIS, AND THERE BE- 
HEADED AND HIS BODY QUARTERED. 

Y'OU have heard how la Roche de Vandais was 
* won, to the contentment of the furrounding 
country, for, had it been otherwife, it would have 
fuflercd much from the garrifon. News of this 
was carried to the duke of Berry at Cantelon, a 
a manor of his fituated between Chartres and 
Mondehery, nine leagues from Paris ; but he was 
indifferent about the matter, for he was become 
quite cool in regard to foliciting the king in fa- 
vour of Aymerigot Marcel • „ - 
When Derby the herald heard of the furrender 
from the duke's knights, he faid to Cherbury, 
c I have loft one hundred francs, which Aymeri- 
got had promifed me/ c For what ? and how 
have you loft them ?' afked the fquire. c In God's 
name/ faid Derby, € la Roche de Vandais has 
furrendered : the French have conquered , it. Let 
us take leave of the duke of Berry and return to 
Fngland, for we have nothing further to do here/ 

c Since 
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c Since it is fo,' anfwered the fquire, c I agree 
to it.* They demanded leave of the duke to 
depart, who granted it, and gave them letters, to 
the king of England and the duke of Lancafter, 
in anfwer to thofe they had brought. On their 
departure, he prefented the herald with forty 
francs, and gave to the fquire a handfome 
, hackney. 

On quitting the duke, they took the fhorteft 
road to Calais, and, I believe, went ftraight to 
England. 

News of the lofs of his fort was carried to 
Aymerigot Marcel, as he was railing troops to 
break up the fiege. When he firft heard it, he 
would have all the particulars told him. On learn- 
ing that it had been occafioned by an imprudent 
folly Guyot du Sel had made on the French, he 
exclaimed, — c Ah, the old traitor! by Saint 
Marcel, if I had him here, I would flay him. 
He has difgraced me and all my companions* On 
my departure, I had moft pofitively ordered him 
Jiot to quit the fort, whatever attempts the French 
might make, and he has done juft the contrary. 
This lofs can never be recovered s nor do I know 
whither to make my retreat. The garrifons of 
Chalujet and Donzac are determined to abide by 
the truce, and my companipns are fcactered 
abroad like difcomfired perfons ; but, if they were 
with me, I know not whither I could lead them* 
Confidering all things, I am in a diftrefling fitu- 
ation : I have too gready angered the king of 
France, the duke of Berry, and the barons and 

N 2 com* 
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commonalty of Auvcrgne, to expeft any fa- 
vour ; for I have made war on them during the 
truce, thinking to gain, but I am now more likely 
to lofc every thing: I know not how to aft. I 
wifh at this moment that riiy wife, myfelf and 
fortune were in England -, we there fhould be fafe ; 
but how the devil are we to get thither ? for I 
(hall be robbed of my wealth twenty times before 
I can arrive at the fea-fhore. All the roads 

r 

through Poitou, Normandy and Picardy, that 
lead to the fea, are well guarded. I have for- 
feited my life ; that is clear ; and, if I am taken 
and fent to Paris, fhall be punifhed accordingly, 
and lofe my all. My fafeft plan will be to make 
for Bordeaux, and to have my wealth fent thither 
by little and little, and then to remain there as 
loog as the truce holds ; for I am in hopes that, 
after thefe truces, a curfe on them ! the war will 
be renewed with more vigour than ever between 
France and England. The free companions will, 
by that time, have fpent their former gains, and 
be eager to replenifh their purfes/ 

Thus did Aymerigot Marcel converfe with him- 
felf : he was caft down and forrowful, and knew 
not from whom to afk advice, nor whether to 
return to Auvergne, or go to Bordeaux and fend 
for his wife, and have his fortune brought thither 
by little at a time. If he had followed this plan, 
he would have done well 5 but he a&ed otherwife, 
and, as the eyent will fhew, fuffered for it. It is 
thus Fortune treats her favourites : when fhe has 
raifed them to the higheft point of her wheel, 

fhe 
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Ihe fuddenly plunges them in the dirt: witnefs 
Aymerigot Marcel, The fbolifti fellow was worth, 
as was believed in Auvergne, more than one hun- 
dred thoufand francs in money, which he loft in 
ore day, together with h& life. I therefore fay, 
that dame Fortune played him one of her tricks, 
which fhe had played to feveral before, and ihe 
will do the fame to many after him. 

Aymerigot, in his tribulations, bethought him* 

fclf of a coufin-german he had in Auvergne, a 

fquire called Tournemine, to whom he refolved 

to apply, and afk his advice* This he did, and, 

% only attended by a page, entered the cattle of his 

coufin. He thought to be well leceived there, 

on account of hi* relatioafhip* but was difap- 

pointed ; for this fquire was. not in the good graces 

of the duke of Berry, who indeed hated him, as 

the fquire knew well. He was afraid of the con* 

fequences, and refolved, on feeing his coufii>Ayme- 

rigot enter his caftle* to arreft him, and inform the 

duke of Berry what he had done, and. oflfer> if he 

would forgive him and be on good, ten&$ for the 

future, to deliver up Aymerigot. M&ecel* for him 

to do with him as he fhould, pleafe^ _AJ1 this he 

executed ; for, when Aymerigot entered the Qaftle, 

he was (hewn into a chamber, whon, haying pulled 

off his fword and cleaned himfelf, he afked the 

fervants, c Where is my coufin Tougjemine?' 

c He is in his chamber,' replied the fervants, who 

already knew their matter's defign : c come and 

fee him/ c With all my heart/ faid Aymerigot. 

Having put on a new drefs, and laid afide his coat 
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of mail, which he ufually wore, he fait! to the 
fervants. c Come, let us go to my coiifin Tour- 
nemine, for it is a long time fince I have fecn 
him.' 

They conduced him ftraight to his chamber, 
and, on entering it, Aymerigot faluted him, faf- 
fpe&ing no evil : but Tournemine faid ; *— c: How 
is this, Aymerigot ? Who has fent for yoti ? and 
what has brought you hither ? You wifh to dis- 
honour me. I therefore arreft you as my prifoner ; 
for I fhould not otherwifc loyally acquit myfelf to 
the crown of France, nor to my lord of Berry : 
you are a wicked traitor, who have broken the 
truce, and fhall fuffer (or it : it is on your account 
the duke of Berry hates me mortally, but, through 
your means, I will m^ke my peace ; for, dead or 
alive, you fhall be given up to him, and never, 
on any other account, fhall you leave this caftle. 1 

This fpeech aftonifhed Aymerigot, who re- 
plied,— c Why, Tournemine, I am your coufin. 
Are you in earneft in what you fay ? or do you 
do it to try me ? I came hither, in full confidence, 
to fee you and afk your advice, and I meet with 
this cruel and harfh reception/ c I know not what 
you propofed for yourfelf,' anfwpred Tournerpinp, 
f but I fhall certainly execute what I have inti- 
mated to you/ and then laid hands on him ; his 
fervants, who knew what they were to ' tjo, ad- 
vanced and feized hrm f Thu$ was Aymerigot 
taken without a poffibility of making any defence ; 
for, as I have faid, he had difarmed himfelf ; nor 
foul4 any entreaties prevent Tournemine from 

pfderirt^ 
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ordering him heavy fetters on his legs, and caufing 
him to be confined in a ftrong tower under fafc- 
guards. 

When this was done, he had the gates of the 
caftle locked, taking himfelf the keys, ordering, 
his fervahts, under pain of death, not to go near 
the gates unlefs fent by him. He then wrote let- 
ters to the duke of Berry, to fay he had made 
Aymerigot Marcel his prifoner j and, if he would 
forgive him and make a folid peace, he would give, 
him up* to his pleafure. When the letters were 
finilhed and fealed, he called to him his molt con- 
fidential fervant, and faid, — c Set out inftantly for 
Paris, and deliver thefe letters to. the duke of 
Berry : recommend me to him, and be fure 
not tp return without ajifwers/ The varlet took 
the letters, mounted an a&ive horfe, and rode to 
Paris, where the duke of Berry was. Oft being 
admitted, he prefented the letters from his mafter, 
Tournemine. The duke, having opened and read 
them, faid fmiling to his knights,-y^ c Would you, 
like to hear news ? Aymerigot parcel is caught : 
his. coufin-german Tournetnine, as he writes me 
word, holds him in prifon^ The knighfs replied,. 
«- c My lord, this is excellent news for Auvergne 
and I4moufin •, for they have had, for a long tiflie* 
a bad neighbour in Aymerigot.. He has dpne fo 
much mifchief that, if you pleafe, he fh^H majke 
his end oa a gibbet, fpr he deferves jip fayour 
nor pardon/ € I know not/ faid the duke, 
* what the king or his CQuncil. may w:i(h to do 
with him : I fhall talk with them on the fubjeft.' 

' N 4 Not 
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Not long after this conversation, the duke took 
boat and crofled the Seine to the Louvre, where 
the king and his council were. He related the in- 
telligence he had received, and gave them the 
letters of Tournemine to read, which afforded fa- 
tisfaftion to all. The lords faid, that fuch pillagers 
always came to a difgraceful death, and that fooner 
or later it awaited them. It was determined, that 
the duke of Berry fhould undertake the manage- 
ment of this bufinefs, and order the fenefchal of 
Auvergne to fetch Aymerigot, and bring frim tp 
Paris, where he Ihould be confined iq the Baftille^ 
at the gate of St. Anthony, and delivered over tq 
the provoft of the Chatelet, who woyld take 
good care of him. It was alfo refolyed, xhzt oq 
account of the agreeable ferviee Tournemine had 
now (Jone to the crown of France, all his former, 
mifdeeds Ihould be forgiven, and a pardon granted 
by letters patent, which Tournemine's fervant 
brought back with him, and by it pleafed his 
mafter gready, for in then* he confided. 

• X ' 

It was not lon§ frcfofe the fenefchal of Auvergne, 
by an order frofft the duke of Berry, came to the 
cattle of Tournetnine, and had Aymerigot Marcel 
delivered up to him : who was thunderftruck at 
thus finding himfelf in the hands of his enemies. 
Why Ihould I make a long ftory of it ? The fe«« 
nefchal had him efeprted by a body of men at 
arms through the country, and crofled the Seine 
fpd Marne at Charenton. Thence he conduced 
him to the caftle of the Baftille, w*d deliveredi 
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lum to the charge of the vifcount d'Achy, who 

*f*as at that time governor of it. 

He was not long detained there, but given up 

to the provqft of the Chatelet, who carried him 

thither. True it is, that he offered fixty thoufaact 
francs for his pardon, but no one would have 
any thing to do with him : they told him the king 
was rich enough, and wanted not his money. 

From die time he was delivered to the provaft, 
there was no delay in his trial, when he was con- 
demned to a (hameful death, as a traitor to th$ 
crown of France. 

He was firft carried in a cart to the pillory in 
the market-place, and turned round within it fe» 
.vend times. His different crimes were then ttsA 
aloud, for which he was to receive death. Sir 
William le Trun * was by his fide a long time* 
find talked much with him, on the affairs of 
Auvergne as it was fuppofed, and to learn thfc 
truth refpedting feveral captains of forts, whether, 
they had been aflbciates in his wickednefe. This 
was certainly known to the lords, but I never 
could gain information refpefting it. His head 
was cut off, and his four quarters affixed over four 
different gates of Paris. Such was the end of 
Aymerigot Marcel ; but I know not what became 
of his wife, or of his wealth. 



• Infhe MSS. it is fir William le Bouteifler, which I Jhould 
think more probable. 
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chap, xvil 

THE CHRISTIAN LORDS WEIGH ANCHOR, AND 
HAVE THE ISLAND OF COMINO, IN ORDER 

* TO LAY SIEGE TO THE TOWN OF AFRICAy— 
THE MANNER JN WHICH THEY CONDUCT 

, THEMSELVES. 

• 

T HAVE dwelt very long on the fubjeft of 
* Aymerigot Marcel, in detailing his a£lions> 
that I might illuftrate his life and death > for in 
fiich a hiftory as this, both good and bad muft be 
fpoken of, that they may ferve as an excitement 
or warning in times to come. Had Aymerigot 
turned his mind to virtue, he would have done 
touch good, for he was an able man at arms and 
of great courage ; but, having afted in a differed 
manner, he came to a difgraceful death. 

We will return to the noble enterprife the 
knights of France and other countries had under- 
taken againft Africa, and continue our narrative 
from the place where we left off* It was, I be- 
lieve, at the ifland of Comino that the knights 
had aflembled, after the great ftorm in the gulph 
of Lyon, to wait for thofe who had feparated 
from the fleet, as that ifland was but thirty miles 
from Africa, whither they were bound. They 
remained there nine days, and, when recovered 
from their fatigues, they addreffed the mailers of 
the galleys as follows : c Gentlemen, we are now 

on 
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on the neareft land to the ftrong town of Africa, 
whither if it pleafe God, we will go, and befiege 
it. We mud therefore confult with you how we 
may enter the harbour and difembark. We pro-*- 
pofe to fend in advance our fmaller veflels, called 
jbrjgandines, to amufe the enemy, while we remain 
at the mouth of the harbour : on the following 
day we will, at our leifure, land, through God's 
grace, and encamp ourfelves as near the town as 
poffible, out of the reach of their bricolles* : the 
(jenoefe crofs T bows fhall be drawn up, and ready 
for defence or attack. We fuppofe that, on our 
debarkation, a multitude of your young fquires 
prill demand to be knighted, for increafe of honour 
and advancement. Inftruft them gendy how they 
ought to aft, for you are very capable of doing 
it ; and know, gentlemen, that we are well in- 
clined to acquit ourfelves handfomely towards you : ; 
and, to fhew our eagernefs to annoy the £nemy, 
we fhall take every poffible pains that this town 
of Africa may be won. It has done you too great 
damage to be longer endured, and is, befide, the 
iccy of the empire of Barbary and the furrounding 
kingdoms of Africa, Morocco and Bugia. Should 
God, of his goodnefs, permit 'us -to conquer it, all 
the Saracens Will tremble, as far as Nubia and Syria, 
mid we fhall be every where talked of. With 
the afliftance of the princes of Chriftendom, who 
are the neareft to us, we may reinfofte it with 

r ' . • - • f 

* Bricolles,— -machines to throw flones: a fort of fling— Du 
pANC:. 
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jncn, and vi&ual it again ; fo that, if once we 
gam poffeffion, it will become a place for all 
knights and fquires to adventure themfclves in 
arms againft the enemies of God, and conquer 
their lands/ 

c My lords, • replied the matters of the vefieli* 
c we fliall never pretend to teach you how "to aft, 
but give our opinions with all modefty and hu- 
mility ; for you are toe* noble, wife and valiant, 
for us to pretend to lay down rules for your con- 
du&.' The lord de Coucy faicW< We fhould, 
however, wifli to have your opinions* for we have 
chferved nothing but what is praife-woxthy in you 5 
-and, as it is you who have brought us, hither, to 
accomplifh deeds of arms, we fhall never a6t with- 
out having your advice,' 

Such were the converfatlons held 1q the ifland of 
Comino, in the prefence of the duke of Eogrbon, 
the count d'Eu, and fome of the great barons of 
France, with the captains of the Genocfe ycffels^ 
before they failed for the coaft of Africa* 

When all was ready, and the men at arms had 
re-imbarked on board their galleys, with a good 
will to meet their enemies the Saracens, the ad- 
miral gave orders for the trumpets to found, and 
the fleet to get under weigh. The fea was now 
calm/ and the weather fine : it was a pleafure to 
fee the rowers force their veflcls through its 
fmooth furface, which feemed to delight in bear* 
ing thefe Chriftians to the fhores of the infidels. 
Their fleet was numerous and well ordered ; and 
it was a fine fight tq view their various banners 

and 
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and pennons, emblazoned with their arms, flat- 
tering with the gentle gales, and glittering in 
the fun. 

Late in die evening, the Chriftians faw the 
towers of Africa, as pointed out to them by the 
failors, which, as they advanced, opened more to 
their view. Every one was rejoiced at this fight* 
and not without caufe, as they had in part accom-* 
plifhed the objeft of their voyage. If the Chrif- 
tians, on thus feeing Africa, converted much con* 
cerning the war they were about to commence, 
the Saracens, who had as plainly obferved them 
from their town, and were on the watch, did the 
fame. They were aftoniihed at the great number 
of veflels, of all defcriptions, and concluded they 
had a very large army on board, to befiege the 
town. They were not caft down with this, for 
they knew the place was ftrong, well fortified with 
towers, and plentifully ftored with artillery and 
provisions. 

On their firft noticing the fleet, they founded, 
according to cuftom, a number of bells on the 
towers, to alarm and inform the country that an 
enemy was on the coaft. There were encamped 
near the town a large body of barbarians and in- 
fidels, whom the kings of Tunis and Bugia had 
fent thither to defend the coaft, and prevent the 
Chriftians from making any progrefa into the in- 
terior of die country. u 

The noife of the trumpets and drums announced 
to them the arrival _of the Chriftians ; and, in 
confequencc, the/ formed their army according 

to 
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to their manner, and fcnt fame of the ableft captains 
ID the fhore to obferve the motions of the enemy, 
and the manner of their debarkation. They alfo 
potted their moil expert men at arms on the towers 
and battlements of the town, that they might not 
be taken by furprife -, for it was ftrong enough to 
r^fift every thing but a long liege, if they ware on 
their guard. 

As I„ John Froifiart* the author of thefc chro- 
nicles, was never in Africa* I fought all the infor- 
mation I could from thofe knights and fquires who 
had been on this expedition, and made feveral 
journies to Calais to learn the truth of all that had 
paffed*. [Having inquired as to the fize and form 
of the town of Africa, fome who had been there 
figured it out to me, and faid it was in the form of 
a bow, like to Calais, extending its arms towards 
the fea. This town of Africa, at the^ time the 
lords of France anc^ other nations were before it 
with an anxious defire to win it, was wonderfully 
(trong, furrounded with high walls at proper dis- 
tances : the entrance of the harbour was defended 
by a tower larger than the reft, on which was 
placed a bricolle to call large ftones and quarrels, 
with which it was well provided. 

When the Chriftians approached the harbour, 
the walls of the town feemed to be hung with 
cloths or tapeftry, fomewhat fimilar in appearance 

* All within thefe marks [ ] is additional matter, omitted 
by Sanvage and Verard, from MS. No. 4379* Bib. Harl. in 
the Mufeum, and from, a MS. in the Hafod Library, which is 
pecifely the feme. 

to 
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to coverlids of beds. They caft anchor about one 
league diftant from the port, where they remained 
until the morrow. The night was clear and fe- 
rcnc, for it was the month of July; about Mag-* 
dalen~tide ; and they made themfelves comfort 
able, rejoicing that, through God's pleafure, they 
had fo far fuccceded as to have the town of Africa 
now before them. 

The Saracens, who were on the oppofite fliore 
obferving the Chriftian fleet, held this night a. 
council on their future mode of proceeding, for 
they knew the town would be befieged. They 
thus, convcrfed among themfelvcs : Our enemies 
are now arrived : they will, if they can, land and 
lay fiege to Africa, which is the key to the adjoin- 
ing kingdoms. We muft, * therefore, confider 
well our plans for oppofing them ; otherwife wc 
ihall be greatly blamed, and efpecially if we fhould 
not at the fir ft difpute their landing/ It was pro- 
ofed by a valiant Saracen, called Mandifer, to 
refift their landing, as being the moft honourable, 
and to oppofe them inftantly with their whole 
force, or they would probably have fault found 
with them. This was ftrongly fupported by 
many, as 'it feemed the moft courageous plan* 
when an ancient Saracen began to fpeak, who had 
great influence among them, as he fhewed. This 
lord came from a town in Africa called Maldages, 
and his name was Belluis. He gave his opinion 
quite contrary to that of Mandifer, and fupported 
it with the following reafons : — c Gentlemen, we 
are fent hither to guard the coaft and defend this 

country i 
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Mtmtry; but we have .had no orders from t$e 
kings ofTunis or of Bugia to attack our enemies 
Without having maturely confidered the confer 
qiisnces. WhatI have to propofe, I will main* - 
tun by fuch reafons as thefe : Firft, you muft 
fuppofe that this army of Chriftians has been long 
in preparation, and is provided with all things ne- 
ceffary. Their captains, you may alfo believe* 
are perfect men at arms, as able in council as in the 
field, with the greateft ardour to perform, deeds of 
arms. If we meet them on the fhore, they will 
advance their Genoefe crofs-bows, for you may be 
affured they have brought nnmbers of them. It 
will be againft them who have fuch excellent crofs- 
bows that we mull fupport the firft attack ; and we 
are not armed nor have we fhields to guard us 
againft their Arrows : our men, finding thcmfelves 
wounded, will draw back and refufe the combat, fo 
^hat thefe Genoefe will make good their landing ia 
fpite of us. Their men at arms, defirous of cfifc 
playing their courage, will leap from their boat^ 
and, obferving our diforder, will attack us with 
lances, and gain a vi&ory : fhould this happen, 
the town of Africa is irrecoverably loft for any 
thing we can do to prevent it. Thofe within witt 
be fo much difcouraged by our defeat, that before 
our men can be rallied, the place will be taken by 
ftorm or capitulation, and be fo well guarded that 
we fhall have the greateft difficulty to regain it. 
The French, and thofe with them are very expert 
and fubtle in arms. I therefore; maintain, that it 
will be more to our advantage that die enemy 

fhould 
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lhouldbe ignorant of our force at the onfat* for at 
this moment we have not a fufficiency to ofler them 
battle, though our ftrength is daily increafing. I 
advife, that we fuffer them to difembark at their 
cafe s for, as they have no horfes to advance into 
che country, they will remain where they land 
fufpicious of our intentions.] The town of Africa 
is not afraid of them, nor of their attacks, for it is 
tolerably ftrong, and well provided with every 
thing. The air is how warm, and will be hotter. 
They will be expofed to the heat of the fun, while 
we fhall be in the fhade. Their provifions will be 
deftroyed, without hopes of having a fupply, if 
they make any long ftay, and we fhall have abun- 
dance from our own country : we will frequendy 
beat up their quarters j and, fhould they be unfor- 
tunate in thefe fkirmifhes, they will be worn down. 
We muft avoid all general engagements, other- 
wife we cannot conquer them ; but we fhall do it 
(by this plan, and trufling to the climate, which is 
fo contrary to the nature of their confutations, 
f They will not have any reinforcements, and we 
fhall have many. The extreme heat of the fun, 
and the fatigue they will undergo from being al- 
ways armed in fear of us, will very foon bring on 
diforders which will carry nupibers to the grave, 
and thus fhall we be revenged without ftriking a 
blow.] Such is the plan Ipropofe* and, if I 
icnew of any better, I would lay it before you/ 

All thofe in the council who had been ufed to 
arms adopted the advice the old Saracen lord had 
given. It was in confequence forbidden, under 

Vol. X. O paia 
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pain of death, for the army to attack or flcirmifli 
with jdit Chriftians on the fea-fhore, but they were 
ordered to remain quietly in their quarters, and 
fuffef'themto land and encamp themfelves without 
any oppofitipn. None dared infringe thefe orders. 
They fent a body of their archers into the town of 
Africa, to affift in its defence, and never* made 
any movement until the morrow, fo that the coun- 
try feemed uninhabited. 

The Chriftians having lain this night, as I have 
faid, at anchor at the mouth of the harbour, made 
themfelves ready the next day, which was a clear 
bright morning, for approaching the town, being 
very defirous to land. Trumpets and clarions began 
to found and make a loud noife on board the dif- 
ferent galleys and Ihips. When it was about nine 
o'clock, and the Chriftians had drank a cup, and 
partaken of foup made of Grecian or Malmfey 
wines, with which they had abundantly provided 
themfelves, to cheer their hearts and raife their 
fpirits, they began to execute the plan they had 
laid down while at the ifland of Comino. They 
fent, as it feems to me, fome light veflels called 
brigandines, armed with bricolles and canons, firft 
towards the harbour. When they were properly 
drawn up in array, they entered the haven, and 
faluted the town with arrows and ftones ; but the 
walls were hung with wet carpeting to deaden 
th^ir blows. Thefe brigandines entered the port 
without damage, and were followed by the galleys 
and other vcfTels in fuch handfome order as to 
make a pleafant ftiow. 

la 
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In turning into the harbour, there ttas a large 
cattle with towers, and on one larger than the reft 
was placed a bricolle, for the defence of the plafce, 
which v*s not *&£> but threw quarrels among the 
fleet* On each of the towers on the walls was a 
bricolle which (hot well; and, to fay the truths 
the Saracens had laid in (lores for a long time, from 
the expedition of a fiege. 

When the Chriftians entered the port of Africa,- 
to difembark, the weather was fo beautiful, and 
their order fo well preferved, that it was delightful 
to fee it* Their trumpets and clarions made tfye 
air refbund, and were echoed back by the waves. 
Many knights both from France and from other 
countries now difplayed their banners, and feveral 
knights were, created; The firft of whom was 
John lord de Ligny, in Hainault : he was knighted 
bjrhiscoufin, fir Henry d'Antoing; and die lord 
de. Ligny there firft difplayed his banner, which 
was emblazoned with his arms on a field or , 
having a bend gules. He was accompanied by 
his coufin-german, the lord d'Havreth in Hain- 
ault. 

All, the knights and fquires difembarked in view 
of the Saracens, on a Wednesday; the vigil of 
Magdalen-day*, in the year of grace 1390* and 
and as they landed, encamped according to orders, 
from the fflarfhals. Thus they took pofleflion of 
the land of their enemies, who, noticing their 
camp, could not avoid highly praifing the good 



Magdalen-day,— Jie zzi July. 
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order of it. Thofe in the larger galleys, that 
could hot lie near the fhore, were put into boats 
and conveyed to land, under the banner of our Lady; 
The Saracens, bothy within and without the 
town, allowed them to land peaceably, for they 
were not in numbers fufiicient to oppdfe them ; 
and the French advanced with difplayed banners* 
on which were emblazoned their arms, to the 
places marked out for their lodgings by the mar- 
ihals. .-..•" 

The duke of Bourbon, as commander in chiefi 
was lodged in the centre of his army* with all ho- 
nour, and powerfully guarded. The device tm 
his banner, powdered over with flower de luces* 
was a figure of the Virgin Mary in white, feated 
in the centre, and an efcutcheon of Bourbon at her 
feet, 

I will name thofe lords of rank who were quai*-* 
tered on the right of the duke, looking towards 
the town : firft, fir William de la TrimouiHe and 
his brother, with a pennon ; the lord de Bor- 
denay, with a banner ; fir Helion de Lig- 
nac, with a pennon; the lord de Tours, the 
fame. Then frere placed the Hainaulters, 
whofe ftandard bore the device of the lord Wil- 
liam of Hainault, at that time count d'Oftrevint, 
eldeft ion of duke Albert of Bavaria, count of 
Holland, Hainault and Zealand, which device 
was a harrow or, on a field gules. There were 
flie lord d'Havreth, with his banner ; the lord de 
Ligny, with his -, and then the lord Philip, count 
d'Artois, with- his- banner j the lord de Mathefe- 
lon, with his banner > the lord de Calan, with a 

pennon : 
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pennon*; the fenSfchal d'Eu, with the fame ; the 
lord de Linieres, with a banner; the lord de 
Thim, with the fame ; the lord d'Ameval, with 
die fame; fir Walter de Chaftillon, with a pen* 
non ; fir John de Ch&teaumorant, with a banner ; 
the brother to the marfhal de Sancerre, with a 
pennon ; the lord de Coucy, with his banner, and 
bettet fupported than any, except the duke of 
Bourbon ; the lord de Licques, with a pennon ; 
fir Stephen de Sancerre, with the fame ; and then 
the penfton of the king of France, blazoned with 
his device : befide it, was fir John le Barrois, 
with his pennon ornamented with his arms; fir 
William Morles, with his banner; the lord de 
•Longueval, with a pennon ; fir John de Roye, 
with a banner ; the lord de Bours, with a pennon | 
the vifcount d'Aufnay, a banner; and fir John 
de Vienne, admiral of France,' wirti his ban- 
ner. 

Thofe on the left hand of the duke of Bourbon, 
vrttt the lord d'Aufemont, with a banner; fir 
John Beaufprt, baftard to the duke of LanCafter, a 
banner; fir John le Bouteiller, an Englifhman,'a 
pennon; fir John de Crama, a banner; the fouK 
dich de PEflrade, a pennon; fir John de Hai*- 
Tourt, a* banner ; the lord Berald, count de Cler- 
mont, and dauphin of Auvergne, a banner, and 
irith good array ; fir Hugh Dauphin, his brother, 
a pennon ; the ' lord de Berthencourt, a pennon ; 
the Jord de Pierre Buffiere, a banner ; the lord de 
Saint Scmere, a banner; the lord de Louvart, 
marfhal of the army, a pennon ; the begue de 
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Beaufle, a pennon j the lord de Lotivy, a banner * 
fir Gerard de Lou vy, hjs brqthqr, a pennon; the 
lord de Saint-Germain, a fanner > and then the 
pennon on a ftandard, with the dcyice of the duke 
of Bourbon ; the lord Philip de Bar, 4 banner $ j£r 
Lewis de Poitiers, a pennon ; fir Robert de Ga«? 
lobre the fame ; the vifcount de tes, a banner i 
the lord de Nogem* the fame ; the lord dp ViUe- 
neuve, a pennon; fir Williapi de, Mpulin, the 
fame $ the lord de Loflgwy, a pennon ; fir An-, 
gorget d'Amboife, the fame ; fir A^in de la 
Champaigne, apenhoQ. 

All thefe banners and pennons that I have named 
were placed ip front of (he camp, facing the 
town of Africa ; but there w:ere many knights 
and fquires, pf great qpurage and ability, who 
jverp quartered in tfie fields, whom I cannot name, 
and, if Ioould, it would take up too pwch place, 
for they were, in the whole, fourteen thoufand, 
all gendemen. This was a handfome army, able 
jo perform many gallant dc^ds, and fupport a 
hard warfare, if the Saracens had ventured an 
att^cl$, which they did pot, contenting th^rofelves 
this day with throwing large bolts, not meaning 
to a£t contrary to their plan. 

When the Chnftian* were c r ncamped, it was 
neceffkry for them to be careful of the prqvifion 
they had brought, for tfyey could not no*r venture to 
forage in this country, nor colleft wood nor boughs 
for huts, as they would have run many rUks, by 
foolifhly venturing themfelyes for fuch objeft$. 

The knights were lodged under tfnt$ ^nd pa- 
vilions 
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vilions of cloth, which they had procured at Genoa. 
The Genoefe crofs-bows formed two wings, in- 
clofing within them the principal lords, and, from 
their numbers, they occupied a great deal of 
ground, turning towards the fea-(horc. All their 
provifion was on board the veffels, and there were 
boats continually employed in bringing different 
articles from them, as they were wanted. 

When the inhabitants of" the neighbouring 
iflands, fuch as Sicily and others, as well as thofe 
in the kingdom of Naples, la Puglia and Cala- 
bria, heard the Chriftians were laying fiege to 
Africa* they exerted themfelves to fupply them 
with every fort of provifion $ fome from a defire 
of gain, others from affection to the Genoefe. 
From Candia were brought good fweet wine and 
grcnaches*, to comfort and refrefh them, without 
which they could not long have fupported their 
fatigues. They were a very large body of men, 
who daily confumed much in eating and drinking. 
However, thefe purveyances did not come regu- 
larly j for at times the fupply was moft abundant, 
at others, they were in great diftrefs from w^nt. 



* Grenaches. ' One of our ancient poets of {he fourteenth 
centqry mentions, under the year 13 1 5, Greek wine and wine 
de Grenache. This Jail, which, fince Rouifillon has formed 
part of France, is become a national wine, was then efteemed 

■ 

a foreign wine. It is probably that which Froiflart calls 
Galvachc, Garuache, or Qalrigache.'-^/^V^rw^^^r^^j 
vpl. iii. 
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CHAP. XVIU. 

* * * 

TlfB CONDUCT OF THE SARACENS DURING THE 

SIEGE OF THE TOWN OF AFRICA. THEY 

SEND TO DEMAND FROM THE FRENCH THE 
CAUSE OF THEIR MAKING WAR AGAINST 

THEM, 

i 

T WILL fay fomcthing of the Saracens, for it is 
"*• but juft they fhould be equally fpoken of as 
the* Chriftians, that the truth may be more ap- 
parent. You muft know that thefe infidels had, 
for a long time, been menaced by the Genoefe, 
and were expe&ing the town of Africa to be be- 
fieged, in which they were not difappointed. 
They had made preparations for refiftance, when 
they heard of the arrival of the Chriftian fl?et, aa 
event that had been long looked for by the neigh- 
bouring nations ; for they are not prudent nor 
well advifed, who fear not their enemies, however 
fmall they may be. The Saracens, however, do 
not hold the Chriftians cheap : on the contrary, 
they confider them as men of courage and enter- 
prife, and much fear them. 

The better to refift th?ir enemies, they aflem- 
bled the moft experienced warriors from the 
kingdoms of Bugia, Morocco and Tunis, in which 
laft the town of Africa is fituated, and encamped 
on the downs near the fea fhore. They took ad- 
vantage of a large and thick wood in their rear, 

to 
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.to avoid any danger from ambufcadcs or fkir- 
ttiifhes on that fide. 

The Saracens fhewed much ability in thus poll- 
ing themfelves. They amounted, according tp 
the eftimate of able men at arms, to thirty thou- 
fand archers and ten thoufand horfe. Others 
thought they were more -, but their exaft num- 
bers were unknown, for the Chriftians fuppofed 
many were lodged in the wood. They were very 
numerous, for they were in their own country, 
and could come and go from their army at their 
pleafure without danger. They received continual 
fupplies of frefh provifion, that was brought on 
die backs of camels. 

The fecond day after the Chriftians had landed, 
the Saracens, about dawn, came to attack the camp, 
fir Henry d'Antoing having the command of the 
guard of two hundred men at arms and one thou- 
fand Genoefe cfr)fs-bows. The fkirmifh laftcd 

i 

better than two hours, and many gallant deeds 
were done in fhooting and thrufting the lance, 
for there was not any engagement with the fword 
hand to hand. The Saracens did not fool-hardily 
rifk themfelves, but fought with valour and more 
prudence than the Chriftians. 

When they had fkirmifhed fome time, the Sara- 
cens retreated ; for the army began to be in mo- 
tion, and fome of the French barons had come to 
witnefs the aftion, and obferve the manner of 
their enemies fighting, that they might be pre- 
pared to meet them another time. The Saracens 
retired to their camp, as did the Chriftians to 

theirs $ 
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theirs ; but, during the whole time of this fiege of 
Africa, the Chriftians were never left quiet, for 
their camp was every night or morning attacked 
by the enemy. 

Among the Saracens was a young knight, called 
Agadinquor Oliferne, excellently mounted on a 
beautiful courfer, which he managed as he willed, 
and which, when he galloped, feemed to fly with 
him. From his gallantry, he fhewed he was a 
good man at arms 5 and, when he rode abroad, 
he had with him three javelins, well feathered, 
which he dcxteroufly fluftg, according to the cut- 
torn of his country. He was completely armed 
in black, and had a kind of white napkin wrapped 
round his head. His feat on horfeback was grace* 
ful ; and, from the vigour and gallantry of his 
actions, the Chriftians jdqgcd he was excited thereto 
by his affeftion to a young lady of the country. 
True it is, he mod fincerely loved the daughter 
of the king of Tunis, who, according to the re- 
port of fome Genoefe merchants who had ittn her, 
was very handfome, and the heirefs of his king- 
dom. This knight, called Agadinquor, ' was the 
fon of duke Oliferne ; but I know not if he ever 
marrie4 this lady. I heard that, during the fiege, 
he performed many handfome feats of arms, to 
teftify his love, which the French knights faw with 
pleafurc, and would willingly have furrounded 
him; but, he rode with fuch aftivity and fkill, 
that all their efforts were vain. 

The Chriflian lords were very anxious to make 
- fome Saracens prifoners, to learn from them the 

real 
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real ftate of their army ; but they tfere fo cautious, 
that they could not fuccced, and, having noticed 
their intent, the Saracen chiefs gave orders ac- 
cordingly. The Saracens were much afraid of the 
Gcnocfe crofs-bows : they fhielded themfelves as 
well as they could againft their bolts, but they 
tre not armed fo ftrongly as the Chriftians ; for 
they know not the art to forge armour like theirs, 
nor have they workmen who could make fuch; 
Iron and fteel are* not common among them -, and 
they wear light targets hanging on their necks, 
covered with boiled leather from Capadocia, that 
no fpear can penetrate, if the leather has not been 
overboiled. Their manner of fighting, according 
to what I heard, was to advance on the Chriftians, 
and lhdot a volley of arrows at (he Genoefe the 
moment they made their appearance, and then to 
fell down under fheltcr of theft fhields, by whieh^ 
they avoided the bolts from the crofs-bows, that 
went over them : they then rofe, an^ either /hot 
more arrows, or lanced their javelins with much 
dexterity. 

Thus for the fpace of nine weeks that the £egg 
lafted were continual fkirmifhes frfade; and on 
borh fides many were killed and wounded, more 
cfpecially fuch as ventured too rafhly. The Chri£ 
tians imitated the Saracens by avoiding a clofe 
'combat; and the lords from France and other 
countries took delight in their manner of fighting, 
for, to fay the truth, novelty is always pleafmg. 
The young lords of thefe infidels were greatly 
ftruck with .the glittering armour and emblazoned 
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banners and pennons of their enemies, and, when 
returned to their camp, they converted much about 
them. They were, however, aftonifhed at on* 
thing, which I will now relate. The Saracens 
within the town of Africa were anxious to know on 
what pretence the Chriftians had come with (b 
large an army to make war on them ; and, to learn 
the reafons, they refolved as I was told, in council, 
to fend a perfon that could (peak Genoefe, and 
gave him the following orders , f€ Go and take the 
road to die camp of the Chriftians, [and manage, 
before thou returned, to fpeak with fome lords, 
in their army,] and demand, in our name, why 
they have brought fo powerful a force againft us, 
and taken poffeffion of the lands of the king of 
Africa, who has not done any thing to offend 
them. True it is that, in former limes, we were 
at war .with the Genoefe, but that fhould no way- 
concern them ; for they come from very diftant 
cpuntrics, and the Genoefe are our neighbours* 
Our, cuftom has been, excepting in times of truce^ 
to feize mutually all we can from each other.' 
. flaying received thefe inftruftions, the mef- 
fenger departed and rode on to the camp. The 
firft perfon he met was a Genoefe, to whom he faid 
that he was fent by the Saracens to fpeak with 
fome baron from France. The Genoefe, to whom 
he had addrefled himfelf, was called Antonio 
Marchi, a centurion of cf ofs~bows, who took him 
under his care, to his great joy, and condu&cd 
him inftandy to the duke of Bourbon and die 
lord de.Coucy. They both liftened vciy*tterf- 
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tivcly, and what they did not underftand the cen 
turion interpreted in very good "French. 

When he had finifhed all he had been ordered 
to fay, he afked for art anfwtr. The French lords 
told him he fhofuld have one as foon as they had 
eonfidered the purport of his mefiage. Twelve 
irf the grcateft barons "of the army afiembled in 
the duke of Bourbort'sf tent, and the meffenger 
and interpreter being called in, the laft, was or- 
dered to tell # him from the lords prefent, c that in 
confequence of their anceftors having crucified 
and put to death the Son of God, called Jesus 
Ciirist, a true prophet, without any caufe or 
juft reafbn, they were come to retaliate on them 
for this ih&mous and unjuft judgment. Secondly, 
they were unbaptiled, and infidels in the faith to 
the holy Virgin, ' mothpr of Jes<us Christ, and 
had no creed of their own* For thefe and other 
<9ufes, they held the Saracens and their whole fe£b 
as enemies, and were come to revenge the injuries 
they had done to their God and faith, and would 
to this effeft daily exert themfelves to the utmofl: 
<rf their power.' .."!'..! 

When the meffenger had received this anfwerV 
he departed from the army unmolefted, and* re- 
turned to report to his matters what you havejuft 
read. The Saracens laughed heartily at hearing 
it, and faid, they made affertions without proofs', 
for it was the Jews who had crucified, Jesu$ 
Christ, and not them. Things remained oh the 
former footing : the fiege was continued, and eacjj 
army on its guard. " v * * 
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tos exceedingly hot j for it was the month of Au- 
guft, when the fun is in its greateft force, and that 
country was warmer than France, from being nearer 
the fun, and from the heat of the fands. The 
wines the befiegers were fupplied with from la 
Puglia and Calabria were fiery, and hurtful to the 
constitutions of the French, many of whom fuf- 
fered feverely by fevers, from the heating quality 
of their liquors. I know not how the Chriftians 
\yere enabled to bear the fatigues in fuch a cli- 
mate, where fweet water was difficult to be 
had. They, however, had much refource in the 
wells they dug ; for there were upwards of two 
hundred funk, through the fands, along the fhore j 
but, at times, even this water was muddy and 
heated. They were frequently diftreffed for pro* 
vifion, for the fupply was irregular, from Sicily 
and the other iflands : at times they had abundance, 
at other times they were in want. The healthy 
comforted the fick, and thofe who had provifion 
fhared it with fuch as had none ; for in this cam- 
paign they were all as brothers. 

The lord de Coucy, in particular, was beloved 
by every gentleman : he was kind to all, and be- 
haved himfelf by far more gracioufly, in all re- 
fpe&s, than the duke of Bourbon, who was proud 
and haughty, and never converfed with the knights 
and fquires from foreign countries in the fame 
agreeable manner the lord de Coucy did. 

The duke was accuftomed to fit crofs-legged 
the greater part of the day before his pavilion ; 
and thofe who had any thing to fay to him were 

obliged 
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proceed, and flood ftill, thefe ladies keeping 
fteadily before them* The Genotfe crofs-bows 
had brought with them a dog, as I heard, from 
beyond fca, but whence no one could tell, nor did 
he belong to any particular perfon. This dog had 
been very ufeful to them $ for the Saracens never 
came to Ikirmifh, but by his noife he awakened 
the army, and as every one now knew that when- 
ever the dog barked the Saracens were come, or 
on their road, they prepared themfelves inftantly : 
in confequence of this, the Genoefe called him 
the dog of our Lady. This night, the dog 
was not idle, but made a louder noife than ufhal, 
and ran firft to the main guard, which was under 
the command of the lord de Torcy, a Normand, 
and fir Henry d # Antoing. As during the night all 
founds are more eafily heard, the whole army was 
in motion, and properly prepared to receive the 
Saracens, who they knew were approaching. 

This was the faft j but the Virgin Mary and 
her company, having the Chriftians under thcit 
care, watched over them \ and this night they re- 
ceived no harm, for the Saracens were afraid to 
advance, and returned the way they had come. 
The Chriftians were more attentive to their fu- 
ture guards. The faracen knights and fquires, 
within the town, were much caft down at 'the fight 
they had feen, more efpecially thofe who were ad- 
vanced hear this company of ladies. While, on 
the other hand, the Chriftians were greatly ex- 
erting themfelves to win the place, which was cou- 
rageoufly defended. At this period, the weather 

was 
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Vris exceedingly hot j for it was the month of Au- 
guft, when the fun is in its greateft force, and that 
country was warmer than France, from being nearer 
the fun, and from the heat of the fands. The 
wines the befiegers were fupplied with from la 
Puglia and Calabria were fiery, and hurtful to the 
constitutions of the French, many of whom fuf- 
fered feverely by fevers, from the heating quality 
of their liquors. I know not how the Chriftians 
Yfere enabled to bear the fatigues in fuch a cli- 
mate, where fweet water was difficult to be 
had. They, however, had much refource in the 
wells they dug ; for there were upwards of two 
hundred funk, through the fands, along the Ihore ; 
but, at times, even this water was muddy and 
heated. They were frequently diftreffed for pro* 
vifion, for the fupply was irregular, from Sicily 
and the other iflands : at times they had abundance, 
at other times they were in want. The healthy 
comforted the fick, and thofe who had provifion 
ftiared it with fuch as had none ; for in this cam- 
paign they were all as brothers. 

The lord de Coucy, in particular, was beloved 
by every gentleman : he was kind to all, and be- 
haved himfelf by far more gracioufly, in all re- 
fpe&s, than the duke of Bourbon, who was proud 
and haughty, and never converfed with the knights 
and fquires from foreign countries in the fame 
agreeable manner the lord de Coucy did. 

The duke was accuftomed to fit crofs-legged 
the greater part of the day before his pavilion ; 
and thofe who had any thing to fay to him were 

obliged 
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obliged to make many reverences, and addrefs bfsu 
through the means of a third perfon. He was in- 
different whether the poorer knights and fquires 
were well or ill at their eafe: this the lord de 
Coucy always inquired into, and by it gained 
great popularity. It was told me, by fome fo- 
reign knights who had been there, that had the 
lord de Coucy been commander in chief, inftead of 
the duke of Bourbon, the fuccefs would have been 
very different ; for many attacks on the town of 
Africa were fruftrated by the pride and fault of the 
duke of Bourbon : feveral thought it would have 
been taken, if it had not been for him. 

This fiege Jaded, by an exa& account, fixty- 
one days; during which, many were the fkirmifhes 
before the town and at the barriers : they were well 
defended, for the flower of the infidel chivalry was 
in the town. The Chriftians faid among them- 
felves, — c If we could gain this place by ftorm or 
otherwife, and ftrongly reinforce and viftual 
during the winter, a large body of our count 
men might then come hither in the fpring and 
gain a footing in the kingdoms of Barbary and 
Tunis, which would encourage the Chriftians to 
crofs the fea annually and extend their conquefts/ 
c Would to God it were fo,' others replied ; c for 
the knights now here would then be comfortably 
lodged, and every day, if they pleafed, they might 
have deeds of arms.* The befieged were alarmed 
at the obftinacy of their attacks, and redoubled 
their guards. The great heat, however, did more 
for them than all the reft, added to the conftant un- 
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certainty of being attacked j for the policy of the 
Saracens was to keep them in continual alarms. 
They were almoft burnt up when in armour ; and 
it was wonderful that any efcaped death ; for, during, 
the month of Auguft, the air was fuffbeating. 

An extraordinary accident happened, which if it 
had lafted any time, muft have deftroyed them all. 
During one week, from the heat and corruption of 
the air, there were fuch wonderful fwarms of flies, 
the army was covered with them. The men knew 
not how to rid themfelves of thefe troublefome 
guefts, which multiplied daily, to their great 
aftonilhment ; but, through the grace of God and 
the Virgin Mary, to whom they were devoted, a 
remedy was found, in a thunder and hail ftorrn, 
that fell with great violence, and deftroyed all the 
flies. The air, by this ftorm, was much cooled, 
and the army got to be in better health than it had 
been for fome time. 

Knights who are on fuch expeditions muft cheer- 
fully put up with what weather may happen, for 
they cannot have it according to their wifhes ; 
and, when any one falls fick, he muft be nurfed to 
his recovery or to his death. Although the knights 
from France had undertaken this voyage with an 
eagernefs and refolution that bore them up under 
the pains they fuffered, they had not many 
luxuries to gratify them j for nothing was fent 
them from France, nor had any in that kingdom 
more intelligence from them than if they were bu- 
ried under ground. Once, indeed, there came a 
galley from Barcelona, laden more with oranges 

and 
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and fmall grains than with any thing elfc. The 
oranges were of the greateft fervice, by the re- 
frefhment they afforded $ but, whatever veffel 
came to them, none returned, for fear of meet- 
ing the Saracens at fea, and becaufe they wifhed 
to wait the event of the liege, and fee whether 
the Chriftians would conquer the town. 

The young king Lewis of Sicily exerted hkn- 
felf, in order that his fubje&s fhould carry a cpn- 
ftant fupply of provifion to them, for he was 
their ncareft neighbour. It was fortunate the Sa- 
racens were not ftrong enough at fea to prevent- 
the veffels coming from the ports of Sicily and 
Naples, or they would have conquered them 
without ftriking a blow. They therefore content- 
ed themfelves with keeping the Chriftians under 
perpetual alarms on land. 

The Saracens have not a large navy like the 
Genoefe and Venetians ; and what they get at fea 
is by thievery ; and they never dare wait the at-* 
tack of the Chriftians unlcfs they be in very fupe- 
rior numbers, for a well-armed galley with Chrif- 
tians will defeat four of fuch enemies. In truth, 
the Turks are better men at arms by fea and land 
than any other nation of unbelievers of our faith ; 
but they were at too great a diftance from Africa, 
and the town could not receive any aid from 
them. The Turks had heard that the town of 
Africa was befieged by the Chriftians, and had 
often, but in vain, wiftied to have beeh there. 
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CHAP. XX. 

A CHALLENGE IS SfiNT BY THE SARACENS TO 
OFFER COMBAT OF TEN AOAtNST TEN CHRIS- 
TIANS*-— THE SARACENS FAIL IN THEIR 

ENGAGEMENT. THE TOWN OF AFRICA IS 

STORMED, BUT UNSUCCESSFULLY, AND WITH 

- THE LOSS OF MANY WORTHY MEN. 

*TpHE bcficgcrs and their enemies ftudied day 
•** and night how they could moft effe Aually 
annoy each other. Agadinquor Olifernc, Madifer 
de Tunis, Belins Maldages and Brahadin de Bugia, 
and fome other Saracens, confulted together, and 
faid; 'Here arc our enemies the Chriftians en- 
camped before us, and we cannot defeat thcim 
They ate fo few in number when compared to 
ps, that they muft be well advifed by their able 
captains ; for, in all our fkirmifhes, we have never 
been abje to make one knight prifoner. If we 
• could capture one or two of their leaders, we 
(hould acquire fame, and learn from them the ftate 
of their army and. what are their intentions. Let 
us now confider how we may accomplifti this.' 
Agadinquor replied, . c Though I am the youngeft, 
I wifli to .fpeak firfl:/ c We agree to it,' iaid the 
others, € By my faith,' continued he, c I am 
very defirous of engaging them ; and I think, if I 
were matched in equal combat with one of my 
fize, I Ihould conquer him. If you will therefore 
feleft ten valiant men, I will challenge the Chrif- 
tians 
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tjaijs to fend the lame number to fight with us. Wc 
liave juftice on our fide in this war, for they have 
quarrelled with us without reafon -, and this right 
and the courage I feel induce me to believe that 
we (hall have the vi&ory.' 

Madifer de Tunis, who was a very valiant man, 
faid, — c Agadinquor, what you have propofed is 
much to your honour. To-morrow, if you pleafe, 
you jQhall ride as our chief towards the camp of the* 
Chriftians, taking an interpreter with you, and 
ipake a fignal that you have fomething to fay. it 
you be well received by them, propofe your com* 
bat .of ten againft ten. We lhall then hear what 
anfwer they give ; and, though I believe the offer 
will be accepted, we muft take good counfel how 
we proceed againft thefe Chriftians, whom we 
confider as more valiant than ourfelves.' 

This being determined on, they retired to reft. 
On the morrow, as ufual, they advanced to fkir- 
mifti; but Agadinquor rode on at fome diftance 
in front with his interpreter, The day was bright' 
and clear, and a little ^fter fun-rife the Saracens 
were ready for battle. Sir Guy and fir William de 
laTrimouille had commanded the guard of the' 
night, and were on the point of retiring when the' 
Saracens appeared in fight about three bow-fhots ; 
diftaqt. Agadinquor and his interpreter advanced 
towards one of the wings, and made figns to give 
notice that he wanted to parley with fome one : 
by accident, he came near the pennon of a good 
fquire at arms called Affrenal, who, noticing his 
figns, rode forward a pace, and told his men to 
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remain as they were, c for that he Wdiild gp and 
fee what the Saracen wanted : he has an inter- 
preter with him, and is probably come to make 
fome propofition.' His men remained fteady, 
and he rode towards the Saracen, 

When they were near each other, the interpreter 
faid, — c Chriftian, are you a gentleman, of name 
in arms, and ready to anfwer what fhall be afked 
of you ?'* y Yes,' replied AfFrenal, c I am : fpeak 
what you pleafe, it fhall be anfwtred/ 

€ Well/ faid the interpreter, c here is a noble 
man of our country who demands to combat 
with you bodily ; and, if you would like to in- 
creafe the number to ten, he will bring as many 
of his friends to meet you. The caufe for the 
challenge is this : They tnaintain, that their faith 
is more perfeft than yours $ for it has continued 
fince the beginning of the world, when it was 
written down; and that your faith has been intro- 
duced by a mortal, whom the Jews hung and cru- 
cified.* c Ho/ interrupted AfFrenal, c be filent 
on thefe matters, for it does not become fuch as 
thee to difpute concerning them, but- tell the Sa- 
racen, who has ordered thee to fpeak, to fwear 
op his faith that fuch a combat fhall take place, 
and he fhall be gratified within four hours. Let 
him bring ten gendemen, and of name in arms, 
on his fide, and I will bring as many to meet 

him. 9 

The interpreter related to the Saracen the words 
that had paffed, who feemed much rejoiced there- 
at, and pledged himftlf for the combat. 

This 
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This being done, each returned to his friends i 
but the news had already been carried to fir Guy 
and to fir William de la Trimouille, who, meeting 
Affrenal, demanded how he had fettled matters 
with the Saracen. Affrenal related what you have 
heard, and that he had accepted the challenge. 
The two knights were well pleated, and faid,— 
< Affrenal, go and fpeak to others, for we will be of 
your number ten.' He replied, * God affift us i 
I fancy I fhall find plenty ready to fight the Sara- 
cens.' Shordy after, Affrenal met the lord de 
Thim, to whom he told what had pafled, and 
afked if he would make one. The lord de Thim 
willingly accepted the offer ; and of all thofe to 
whom Affrenal related it, he might, if he pleafed, 
have had a hundred inftead of ten. Sir Boucicaut, 
the younger, accepted it with great courage, as 
did fir Helion de Lignac, fir John RufTel, an 
Englifhman, fir John Harpedone, Alain Boudet 
and Bouchet. When the .number of ten was com- 
pleted, they retired to their lodgings, to prepare 
and arm themfelves. 

* 

When the news of this combat was fpread 
through the army, and the names of the ten were 
told, the knights and fquires faid,— c They are 
lucky fellows, thus to have fuch a gallant feat of 
arms fall to their lot/ c Would to Heaven,' 
added many, c that we were of the ten.* All the 
knights and fquires feemed to rejoice at this event, 
except the lard de Coucy. I believe the lord de 
Thim was a dependant on, or of the company of 
the lord 4 C Coucy 5 for, when he repaired to his 
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tent to arm, he found him there, and acknow- 
ledged him for his lord. He related to him the 
challenge of the Saracen, and that he had accepted 
being one of the ten. All prefent were loud in 
praife of it, except the lord de Coucy, who faid, 
* Hold your tongues, you youngfters, who as yet 
know nothing of the world, and who never con- 
fider confequences, but always applaud folly in 
preference to good. I fee no advantage in this 
combat, for many reafons : one is, that tea noble 
and diftinguifhed gentlemen are about to fight with 
ten Saracens. How do we know if their opponents 
are gentlemen. ? They may, if they choofe, bring 
to the combat, ten varlets, or knaves, and, if they 
are defeated, what is the gain ? We fhall not the 
fooner win the town of Africa, but by it rifk very 
valuable lives. Perhaps they may form an am- 
bufcade, and, while our friends are on the plain 
waiting for their opponents, furrpund them and carry 
them off, by which we fhall be greatly weakened. 
I therefore fay, that Affrenal has not wifely managed 
this matter ; and, when he firft met the Saracen, 
he fhould have otherwife anfwered, and faid> 
€ I am not the commander in chief of our army, 
but one of the leaft in it ; and you, Saracen, who 
addrefs yourfelf to me and blame our faith, 
are not qualified to difcufs fuch matters, nor have 
you well addrefled yourfelf. I will condudt you 
to my lords, and allure you, on my life, that no 
harm befal you in going or in returning, for my lords 
will cheerfully liften to you.' He fhould then 
have led him to the duke of Bourbon and the 

council 



council of war, when his propofal would have 
been heard and difcuffed at leifure, his intentions 
been known, and anfwers made according as they 
fhould think the matter defer ved. Such a combat 
fhould never be undertaken but after great deli- 
beration, efpecially with enemies like to thole we 
are engaged with. And when it had been agreed 
on, that the names and qualities of each combatant 
fhould be declared, we would then have felefted 
proper perfons to meet them, and proper fee uri ties 
would have been required from the Saracens for the 
uninterrupted performance of the combat, and a 
due obfervance of the articles. If matters had 
been thus managed, lord of Thim, I think it would 
have been better. It would be well if it could be - 
put on this footing ; and I will fpeak to the duke 
of Bourbon and the principal barons in the army, 
and hear what they (hall fay on the fubjedh 

The lord de Coucy then departed for the tent 
of the duke of Bourbon, where the barons were 
aflembled, as they had heard of this challenge, to 
confider what might be the probable event of it. 
Although the lord de Coucy had intended his fpeech 
to the lord de Thim as advice ' for his benefit, he 
did not the lefs arm himfelf : when fully equipped, 
he went with his companions, who were cpm- 
pletely armed, and in good array, with fir Guy 
de la Trimouille at their head, to meet the 
Saracens. 

During this, there was converfation on the 
fubjeft between the lords in the tent of the duke 
of Bourbon : many thought the accepting fuch 

a challenge 
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t challenge improper, and fupported the opinion 
of the lord de Coucy, who faid it ought to "have 
been ordered otherwife. But fome, and in par- 
ticular the lord Philip d'Artois, count d'Eu, and 
the lord Philip de Bar, faid, € Since the challenge 
has been accepted by our knights, they would be 
difgraccd were the combat now broken off: and 
in the name of God and our lady, let them ac- 
complish it the beft manner they can/ This was 
adopted ; for it was now too for advanced to be 
(lopped. It was therefore ordered to draw out the 
whole army properly arrayed, that if the Saracens 
had formed any bad defigns, they might be pre- 
pared to meet them* 

Every one, therefore, made himfelf ready : the 
whole was drawn up, as if for inftant combat ; the 
Genoefe crofs-bows on one fide, and the knights 
and fquires on the other $ each lord under his own 
banner or pennon emblazoned with his arms. 
It was a fine fight to view the army thus difplayed, 
and they fhewed great eagernefs to attack the 
Saracens. 

The ten knights and fquires were advanced on 
the plain waiting for their opponents, but they 
c^me not, nor fhewed any appearance of fo 
doing ; for, when they faw the Chriftian army fo 
handfomely drawn out in batde array, they were 
afraid to advance though they were thrice their 
numbers. At times they fent horfemen, well 
mounted, to ride near their army, obferve its 
difpofition, and then gallop back, which was folely 
done through malic?, to annoy the Chriftians* 

This 
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This was the hotteft day they felt, and it was fo 
extremely oppreflive that the moft adtiVe among 
diem were almoft ftifled in their armour : they 
had never differed fo much before, and yet they 
remained expediting the ten Saracens, but in vain, 
for they never heard a word from them. The army 
was ordered to attack the town of Africa, fince 
they were prepared, and thus pafs the day $ and 
the ten champions, in regard to their honour, 
were to remain on their ground to the evening. 

The knights and fquires advanced with great 
alacrity to the attack of the town, but they were 
forely oppreffed with the heat ; and had the Saracens 
known their fituation, they might have done them 
much damage, probably they might even have 
raifed the fiege and obtained a complete vidtory, 
for the Chriftians were exceedingly weakened and 
worn down. True it is, they gained by ftorm the 
wall bf the firft inclofure ; but no one inhabited 
that part, and the enemy retired within their 
fecondjtine of defence, (kirmiftiing as they retreated, 
and without any great lofs. 

The Chriftians paid dear for an inconfidcrable 
advantage : the heat of the fun and its reflection on 
the fands, added to the fatigue of fighting, which 
lafted until evening, caufed t;he deaths of fevcral 
valiant knights and fquires : the more the pity. 

I will mention the names of thofe who this day 
fell vidtims to the heat and unhealthihefs of the 
dimate* Firft, fir William de Gacille, fir Gu'fcard 
de la Garde, fir Lyon Scalet, fir Guy dela Salvefte, 
fir William d'Eftapelle, fir William dc Guiret, 

fir 



v 



230 

Ik Raffroy de k- Chapelle, the lord dp Pierre 
Buffiere, the lord de Bonnet, fir Robert de Hanges, 
fir Stephen de Saneerre, fir Aubejt de la Mptte, 
fir Alain de la Champaigne, fir Geoffry Srefliers, 
fir Raoul d'Econflan, the lord de JSourg froip 
Artois ? fir John de Crie, baftard de Ja Mourleraye* 
/ fir Triftan his brother, fir Arne de Confay, fir 
f Arne de Donnay, fir John de Compaignie, fir 

Fouke d'Efcauffpurs, fir John de Dignant, fir John 
de Cathenais. 

I will now add the names of fquires who fell : 
Fouchans de Liege, John des Ifles, JJlpndelet 
d'Arerrton, John de la Motte, Blomberis, Floridas 
de Rocque, the lord de Bellefreres, William Fob - 
<frigay> Walter de Canfours, John Morillon, 
Peter de Maulves, Guillot Vilain, John de la Lande," 
John Purier, John le Moine, John de Laupay and 
William du Pare. 

Now confider hpw great was this lols ; and, had 
the advice of the gallant lord de Coucy been fol- 
lowed, it would not have happened, for the army 
would have remained quietly in its camp, as it had 
hitherto done. The whole army were difniayed 
at it, and each bewailed the lofs of his friend^ 
They retired late to their camp, and kept a ftronger 
guard than ufiial, during the night, fpr fear of the 
Saracens. It pafled, however, without furthef 
accident, and more prudent arrangements were 
made. The Saracens were ignorant of what their 
enemies had fuffered : had they known it, they 
would have had a great advantage over them, but 
they were in dread of the Chriftians* and never 
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venture^ to attack them but in fkirmifhes, retreat- 
ing, after one or two charges. The perfo^n among- 
them who had fhewn the moft courage was Aga- 
dinquor d*01iferne. He was enamoured with the. 
daughter of the king of Tunis, and, in compli- 
ment to her, was eager to perform, brilliant 
aft ions. 

Thus was the fiege of Africa continued ; but 
the relations and friends of the knights and fquires 
who had gone thither, from France and other 
countries, received no intelligence, nor knew 
more of them than if they were dead. They were 
fo much alarmed at not having any news of them, 
that many proceflions were made* in England, 
France and Hainault, to the churches to pray God 
that he would bring them back, in fafety, to their 
feveral homes. 

The intention of the Chriftians was to remain 
before the town of Africa, until they fiiould have 
conquered it by ftorm, treaty or famine. The king 
• of Sicily, as well as the inhabitants of the adjacent 
iflands, were anxious it fhould be fo, for the 
Africans had done them frequent damage ; but the 
Genoefe were particularly kind, in fupplying the 
knights and fquires with every thing they wanted, 
to prevent them from being tired with the length 
of the campaign. 

To fay the truth, this was a very great enter- 
prise, and the knights and fquires fhewed much t 
courage and perfeverance in continuing the fiegc 
in fo unhealthy a climate, after the, great lofles they 
Had fuffered, without afliftance from any one ; 
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and even when the Genoefe, who fiad firft pro- 
pofed the expedition, were diflembling with them, 
and as it was faid, were in treaty with the Saracens,. 
to leave the Chriftian army unfupported and neg- 
lected, as I fhall relate in due time, according to 
the reports that were made to me. 

We will now leave the affairs of Africa, and 
fpeak of the handfome feafts that were at this time 
given at London. 



CHAP. XXL 

A GRAND TOURNAMENT IS HOLDEN AT LONDON. 
—-THE KING OF ENGLAND GIVES SPLENDID 
ENTERTAINMENTS DURING THE SIEGE OF THE 
TOWN OF AFRICA BY THE CHRISTIANS.-^ 
THE COUNT D'OSTREVANT RECEIVES THE 
ORDER OF THE GARTER, WHICH DISPLEASES 
THE KING OF FRANCE. 

'^TEWS of the fplendid feafts and entertain- 
ments made for queen Ifabella's public entry 
into Paris was carried to many countries, and very 
juftly, for they were moft honourably condufted. 
The king of England and his three uncles had 
received the fulleft information of them 5 for fome 
of his knights had been prefertt, who had reported all 
that had paffed with the utmoft fidelity. In imi- 
tation of this, the king of England ordered grand 

tournaments 
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tpurnaments and feafts to be holdcn in the city of 
London, where fixty knights lhould be accom- 
panied by fixty noble ladies, richly ornamented 
and dreffed. The fixty knights were to tilt for 
two days ; that is to fay, on the Sunday after 
Michaelmas-day, and the Monday following, in 
the year of grace 1390. 

The fixty knights were to fet out at two o'clock 
in the afternoon from the Tower of London, wiA 
their ladies, and parade through the ftreets, 
down Cheapfide, to a large fquare called Smith- 
field. There the knights were to wait on the 
Sunday the arrival of any foreign knights who 
might be defirous of tilting ; and this feaft of 
the Sunday was called the challengers. The fame 
ceremonies were to take place on the Monday, 
and the fixty knights to be prepared for tilting 
courteoufly with blunted lances againft all comers. 
The prize, for the beft knight of the opponents 
was to be a rich crown of gold, that for the 
tenants of the lifts a very rich golden clafp ; they 
were to be given to the moft gallant tilter, ac- 
cording to the judgment of the ladies, who would 
be prefent with the queen of England and the 
great barons, as fpe&ators. 

On the Tuefday, the tournaments were to be 
continued by fquires, againft others of the fame 
rank who wifhed to oppofe them. The prize for 
the opponents was a courfer faddled and bridled, 
and for the tenants of the lifts a falcon* The 
manner of holding this feaft being fettled, heralds 
were fent to proclaim it throughout England, 
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Scotland, Hainault, Germany, Flanders, and 
France, It was ordered by the council to what 
parts each herald was to goj and, having time 
before hand, they publifhed it in moft countries. 

Many knights and fquires from foreign lands 
made preparations to attend it : fome to fee the 
manners of the Englilh, others to take part in 
the tournaments. On the feaft being made known 
in Hainault, fir William de Hainault count d'Oftre- 
vant, who was at that time young and gallant, 
and fond of tilting, determined, in his own mind, 
to be prefent, and to honour and make acquaint- 
ance with his coufin, king Richard, and his. 
uncles, whom he had never feen. He therefore 
engaged many knights and fquires to accompany 
him ; in particular the lord de Gomegines, becaufe 
he was well known in England, having lived there 
fome time. Sir William refolved, while his 
preparations were making, to vifit his father, 
the count of Hainault, Holland, and Zealand, to 
fpeak with him on the fubjeft, and to take leave' 
of him before he went to England. He therefore 
fet out from Quefnqy, in Hainault, and continued 
his journey to the Hague, a good town in Holland, 
where his father then refided. 

During the vifit, he told his father his intentions 
to partake of the great feaft in England, to fee 
his coufms and other Englifh lords whom he was 
defifous of knowing, * William,' replied the 
cpunt, c /my good fon, you have nothing to do 
in England : you are now conne&ed by marriage 
with the blood-royal of France, and your filler is 

the 



• » 



225 

the wife of the eldeil fon of our coufin the duke of 
Burgundy : you have no occafion, therefore, to 
feek other connexions/ * My lord/ anfwered fir 
"William, € I do not wilh to go to England to form 
any alliance, but merely to tilt and enjoy this feaft, 
which has been publicly proclaimed every where, 
land vifit ttiy coufins whom I have never feen. 
Should I not go thither, after the particular invi- 
tation I have had, for a purpofe meffenger brought 
it me, my refi!fal will be confidered as the effeft 
of pride and prefumption. I feel myfelf bound 
therefore in honour to go, and I beg, father, that 
you will not refufe me your confent/ € William,* 
replied the count, c you are your own matter ; 
aft as you pleaft $ but I fhould think, for the fake 
of peace, it were better you did not go. ' 

The count d'Oftrevant, perceiving this fubjeft 
was difagreeable to his father, turned the con- 
verfation to other matters s but his refolution was 
fixed, and his purveyances were continued to be 
made and forwarded to Calais. His herald, Go- 
pregines, was fent to England to inform the king 
and his uncles, that he would come honourably 
attended to his feaft. They were much pleafed at 
this intelligence, and prefented the herald with 
great "gifts, which were very acceptable, for he 
became blind towards the end of his days. I know 
not if he had angered God that he was afflifted 
with fuch a punifhment •, but this herald, when in 
power, had behaved with fo much infolcnce, that 
he was little pitied in his diftrefs. 
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The count d'Oftrcvant todk leave of his father, 
and, on his departure from, the Hague, returned 
to his lady at Quefnoy. Many noble knights were 
bufy in preparations for this feaft that had been fo 
pompoufly proclaimed. 

The count Waleran dc Saint Pol, who had marr 
ried the half fitter to king Richard, aflcmblcd % 
handfome body of knights and fquircs, and with 
them made for Calais, where paifage-vefTels were 
waiting to convey to Dover the lords and knight^ 
going to this tournament. From Dover, they 
continued their journey to London, where their 
fervants had previoufly fecured their lodgings. 

The count d'Oftrevant fet out fromHainault with 
a numerous attendance of knights and fquires, and 
travelled through Artois to Calais, where he met 
the count de St. Pol. When the wind was fa- 
vourable, and their attendants embarked, they 
crofled the channel; but it was told me, and I 
believe it, that the count de St. Pol arrived firft at 
London, where he found the king and his brother- 
in-law, fir John Holland, who, with many other 
nobles, made him a hearty welcome, and inquired 
the news in France. 

The count d'Oftrevant, having crofled the fea, 
flopped at Canterbury,* and on the Friday morn- 
ing, without breaking his faft, paid his devotions 
at the fhrine of Thomas a Becket, making at 
the fame time a very rich offering at that altar. 

He remained that whole day at Canterbury, 
and on the following went' to Rochefter. On ac- 
count of his numerous train, he travelled but a fhort 
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«Uy'fc jourtlfey, to fpare his horfes that carried thfc 
fcaggage. After mafs, he left Rochcfter, and 
<3iAtd at Dartforck whence he continued his jour- 
ney to London, for it was on this Sunday the tour* 
«iaments were to begin* 

This Sunday > according to proclamation, being 
eke next t6 Michaelmas day, was the beginning of 
the ttttiags, a&d called the fcaft of the challengers. 
About three o'clock, there paraded out from the 
ToWer of London, which is fituated in the fquare 
of St. Catherine* on the banks of the Thames, 
iixty bfcrded courfers ornamented for the tourna- 
ment, on each was mounted a fquire of honour 
that advanced only at a foot's pace ; then came 
iixty fodtes of rank, mounted on palfreys moft ele- 
-gantly and richly dreffed, following each other, 
•fevery, one leading a knight with a filver chain 
completely armed for tilting -, and in this procef- 
fion they moved on through the ftreets of London, 
attended by numbers of minftrels and trumpets, to 
Smithfield. The queen of England and her ladies 
and damfels were already arrived and placed in 
chambers handfotaely decorated. 

The king was with the queen. When thfe 
ladies who led the knights arrived in the fquare, 
their fervants were ready to aflift them to difmount 
from their palfreys, and to condud them to the 
apartments prepared for them. 

The knights remained until their fquires bf 
honour had difmounted and brought them their 
couriers, which having mounted, they had their 
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helmets laced on, and prepared themfehres in all 
points for the tilt. 

The count de Saint Pol with his companions 
now advanced, handfomely armed for the occa- 
(ion, and the tournament began. Every foreign 
knight who pleafed tilted, or had time for fa 
doing, before the evening fet in. The tiltings 
were well and long continued, until night forced 
them ro break off. The lords and ladie$ then 
retired where they had made appointments. The 
queen was lodged in the bifhop of London's pa- 
lace near St. Paul's church, where the banquet 
was held. 

Towards evening, the count d'Oftrevant ar- 
rived, and was kindly received by king Richard 
and his lords. The prize for the opponents was 
adjudged to the count de St. Pol, as the beft 
knight at this tournament, and that for the tenants 
to the earl of Huntingdon. 

The dancings were at the queen's refidence, in 
the prefence of the Icing, his uncles and the barons 
of England. The ladies and damfels continued 
their amufements, before and after fupper, until 
it was time to retire,, when all went to their lodg- 
ings, except fuch as were attached to the king or 
queen, who, during the tournament, lived at the 
palace of the bifhop of London. 

You would have feen on the enfuing morning, 
-Monday, fquires and varle ts bufily employed, in 
different parts of London, furbifhing and making 
ready armour and horfes for their matters who 
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^cre to engage in the jufts. In the afternoon, 
' king Richard entered Smithfield magnificently ac^* 
cotnpanied by dukes, lords and knights, for he 
' was chief of the tenants of the lifts. The queen 
took her ftation as on the preceding day, with her 
ladies* in the apartments that had been prepared 
for her. The count d'Oftrevant came next, with 
a large company of knights and fquires fully armed 
for tilting ; then the count de Saint Pol and the 
knights from France, 

The tournament now began, and every one ex- 
erted himfclf to the utmoft to excel : many were 
Unhorfed, and more loft their helmets. The jutt- 
ing continued with great courage and perfeverance 
until night put an end to it. The company now 
retired to their lodgings or their homes; and, 
% when the hour for fupper was near, the lords and 
Indies attended it, which was fplendid and well 
iprved. The prize for the opponents at the tour- 
nament was adjudged by the ladies, lords and 
heralds, to the count d'Oftrevant, who far eclipfed 
all who had tijted that day : that for the tenants 
\yas given to a gallant knight of England called fir- 
Hugh Spenfer. 

On the morrow, Tuefday, the tournament was- 
renewed by the fquires, who tilted in the prefence 
of the king, queen and all the nobles, until night, 
when all retired as on the preceding day. The 
fupper was as magnificent as before at the palace • 
of the bifhop, where the Ipng ^nd queen lodged; 
ajid the dancing lafted until day-break, when the* 
company broke, up. , 
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The tournament was. continued oi> the Wedne£ 
day by. all knights, and fquires indiscriminately* 
who were inclined tajuft: it lafted until night* 
and the Hipper and dances were as the preceding 
day. 

On Thurfday, the king entertainpd at fupper alt 
the foreign knights and fquires, and the <gue<N» 
their ladies and damfels. The duke q( La neater 
gave a grand dinner ta them on the Friday. On 
Saturday, the king and his court left- London for 
Windfor, whither the count d'Oftrevant, die 
count de Saint Pol* and the foreign knights who 
had been prefent at the fcafts, were invited; Alt 
accepted the invitation, as was right, and went to> 
Windfor, which has a handfome caftle, well built 
and richly ornamented, fituated on the Thames, 
twenty miles from London. 

The entertainments were very magnificent in-the^ 
dinners and fuppers king Richard made, for he* 
thought he could not pay honour, enough to his 
coufin the count d -Oftrevanta He was foliated by 
the king and his uncles, to be one of the compa- 
nions of the order of the blue Garter, as the chapel 
of St. George, the patron, was at Windfon Ii* 
anfwer to their requeft, he faid he would consider 
of it, and inftantly confulted the lord de Gome* 
gines and the baftard Fierabras de Vertain, who 
were far from difcouraging him from accepting th<j 
order. He returned to the king, and was admitted* 
a knight-companion of the Garter* to the great 
fwprife of the French knights then prefent. The^ 
murmured together, and faid,— f This counc 
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d'Offfevant plainly ^hews that his heart is more 
Inclined to England than France, when he thus 
accepts the order of the Garter, which is the de- 
vice of the kings of England. He is purchafing 
the ill will of the court of France and of my lord of 
Burgundy, whofe daughter he has married, and a 
time may come for him to repent of it. However, 
to fay the truth, he muft know what concerns him 
beft : but he was well beloved by the king of 
France, his brother the duke of Touraine and all 
(he royal family ; fo that, when he came to them 
at Paris or elfewhere, they ihewed him more kind- 
nefs than to any other of their coufins.' 

Thus was the count d'Oftrevant blamed by the 
French without the fmalleft caufe ; for what he' 
had done was no way to injure the crown of France, 
nor his coufins and friends of that country. No- 
thing was farther from his mind than any hoftility 
to the king of France; but he had accepted the 
Garter to oblige his coufins in England, and on 
occafion to be a mediator between the two coun- 
tries. When he took the oaths ufual on the ad- 
million of knights to the order, it ought to be 
known publicly that nothing was faid or done 
prejudicial to France, nor any treaties entered into 
with that intent, I mention this, fince it is im- 
poflible to prevent the envious from fpreading> 
abroad their tales. 

When the entertainments at Windfor had lafted 
a fufficient time, and the king had made hand- 
fome prefents to the knights and fcjuires of 
France^ particularly to the young count d'Oftre- 
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vant, the company took leave of the king, the 
queen, and the court, and departed for th^ir dif- 
ferent homes. 

Rumour, which magnifies every thing, carried 
to the king of France, his brother and uncles, 
every particular that had paffed at this feaft in 
England. Thofe who had been there confirmed it, 
nothing was forgotten, but rather additions made, 
. with the intent of doing mifchief in preference to 
good. They related, that William of Hainaalt, 
who called himfelf count d'Oftrevant, had taken 
great pains to honour this feaft; that he had had 
the prize given him at the tournament in prefer- 
ence to many other foreign knights, and that he 
was loud in the praife of the Englifh, and was 
become the liege man to the king of England by 
taking the oaths, and accepting the order of the 
blue Garter in the chapel of Saint George at Wind- 
for; which order had been eftabliihed by king- 
Edward and his fbn, the prince of Wales ; that no 
one could be admitted a knight companion of that 
order, without making oath never to bear arms 
againft the crown of England, and this oath the 
count d'Oftrevant had taken without the fmalleft 
refervation. 

The king of France and his uncles, on hearing 
<his, were much troubled and vexed with the count 
d'Oftrevant. The king faid, — c Only think, it is 
not a year ago fince the count begged of me that 
his brother might Be bifhop of Cambray; but, 
after what we have heard, that would now be much 
to our prejudice. It will be better that our coufin 
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St. Pol have Cambray than John of Hainault.-*- 
The Hainaulters were never our fincere friends, nor 
ever will be, for they are too proud and prefump-, 
tuous, and have always been more attached to 
England than France, but a time may come when 
they (hall dearly pay for it. We will/ added the 
king, € that the count d'Oftrevant be fummoned 
to appear before us, and do homage for the county, 
of Oftrevant, or we will difpoflefs him and attach it 
to our crown.' , 

Such of the council as were prefcnt, replied,— 7 
c Sire, you fay well, and what you order ought to 
be done.' The duke of Burgundy, whofe daugh- 
ter the count had married, was highly difpleafed at 
thefe reports ; for he had always pufhed his fon- 
iji-law as much as he could into the good graces of 
the king and the royaj family. This bufinefs wa$ 
not neglefted -, for the king of France wrote very 
fiiarp letters to the count d'Oftrevant, which he 
fent to him at Quefnoy, commanding him to come 
to Paris, and, in the prefence of the peers of, 
France, do homage for the county of Oftrevant, 
qr he would make war upon him, and difpoflefs 
him of it. 

The count d'Oftrevant, on perufing thefe let- 
ters, found that the king and his council were much 
angered^ and inftantly affen^bled his moll confi- 
dential counfellors to confider of the anfwer. He 
called to his aid the lord de Fontaines, the lord de 
Gomegines, fir William de Heremies, the lord 
de Traffegnies, the bailiff of Hainault, the lord 
de Sancelles, fir Race de Montigny, the abbot 
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dfc Crdjtfn 1 , JdhA Strrttrt, a«tf Jiffies Carrier 6f 
Vlfertrierirfcs. Thefe cbuiifefldi* having fome tirite 
debated, and ttmicd the matter over various ways, 
dtought k moft afdVifeble to write to the king of 
France, and anfwer generally to what he had urged, 
and demand an opportunity for fo doing more 
p&rticularly, by perfbns that were properly quali- 
fied, and not by letters. In the mean time, they 
necommemded fending a Well-informed meflenger 
to duke Albert in Holland, to acquaint him with 
what was parting, and have his advice. 

This was done : they wrote fuch humble and 
difcreet letters to the king of France and his coun- 
cil, a* greatly pacified them ; and fent the lord de 
Trafftgnies, the lord de Sartcelles, John Semart 
and James Barrier to Holland. On being admitted' 
to the count of Holland, they laid before him the 
fituation of Hainault, and the letters that had been, 
received from the king of France. 

If the count of Holland was not furprtfed at^ 
what had happened, it is not to be wondered at $. 
for he replied,— c I wis juft thinking that what you 
tell me would come to pafs : my fon William had, 
no bufinefs to go to England. I have given up to 
him the government of Hainault : let him advifc 
with the wifeft and moft prudent in that country^ 
Make intereft with our fair coufin, the duke of 
Burgundy ; for he has the power to ftt to rights 
all this bufinefs. I cannot give you better advice, 
nor recommend a more fit perform to addrefs your- 
felves to/ 
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On this, the envoys returned to Hainault, and 
related all that had patted, which gave fatisfadion. 
The lord de Traflfcgmcs, fir William de Here- 
mies, fir Race de Montigny, John Semart an4 
James Barrier, were ordered to wait on the king 
of France and the duke of Burgundy. The 
detail of all that parted would be too long for luch 
a hiftory as this, that embraces fo many objefts* 
The conclufion was, that notwithftanding the fuff- 
port of the duke of Burgundy, the count d'Oftfe- 
vant was forced to go to Paris to perform his 
duty, and acknowledge his holding the county of 
Oftrevant from the crown of France, otherwife he 
would have had war inftantly carried; into Hainault. 
The lord de Coucy and fir Oliver de Clifibn took' 
much pains that a war fhould enfue ; but the lord 
de la Riviere and fir John le Mercier counter- 
afted them to the utmoft of their power. As we 
have dwelt too long on thefe matters, we will* 
return to the barons and knights of France, wha 
were befieging the ftrong town of Africa againft* 
the Saracens, 
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CHAP. xxn. 

THE StEGI OF AFRICA IS 'RAISED.— -THE CAUSE 

OF IT. THE KNIGHTS AND SQJJIRES RETURN 

TO THEIR OWN COUNTRIES. 

VOU have before heard, what pains the Chrit 
* tians took to conquer the town of Africa ; 
for they thought, if they fucceeded, they fhould 
gain great renown, and be able to wjthftand > 
during the winter, all the forces the infidels 
could bring againft them, until they Ihould be 
reinforced from Europe, efpecially by the king 
of France, who was young and fond of arms, 
and there were ftill two years to run of the truce 
with England : the Chriftians had therefore laid 
Cege to Africa, as being the mod convenient en- 
trance into Barbary, The inficjels, fufpicious oT 
'fuch being their intentions, well vi&ualled the* 
place, and reinforced it with a new garrifon* thq 
better to guard it. 

The fiege ftill continued, although, after the be- 
fore-mentioned lofs on the part of the Chriftians, 
little advantage was gained, and the men at arms 
were greatly difcouraged ; for they could not ob- 
tain any opportunity of changing the tirefomencfe 
of their fituation, and of revenging thefafelves on 
the enemy. Many, in confequence, began to 
murmur and fay, — c We remain here in vain ; 
for if we do nothing more effectual than fkir- 

mifhing, 



SS7 

milhing, wc fhall never gain the town: if, by 
accident, we kill one infidel by our arrows, 
they fupply Kis place with ten more, as they are 
in their own country, and have provifion and 
ftorcs in abundance, while ours arc. brought with 
touch difficulty and uncertainty. What will be- 
come of us, if we flay longer ? The cold nights 
• of winter will freeze and benumb us to death. 
We fhall be in a moft difagrceable ftate for many 
Teafons : firft, at that time of the year the fea will 
be fo tempeftuous no one will venture on it. Wc 
have now but eight days provifion, and fhould the 
ftormy weather fet in, and prevent any veflels ar- 
riving, we muft inevitably perifh. Secondly, fup- 
pofe we have provifion and flores in plenty, how 
can the army fupport, for fo long a time, the 
fatigue of a regular guard ? The danger will be 
too great ; for the enemy is on his own ground, 
and well acquainted with the country, and may* 
attack us in the night- feafon, as we have already 
feen, and do us infinite damage.. * Thirdly, fhould 
we be infe&ed with any diforder, from want of 
bttter air and frefh provifion, it may be conta- 
gious, and we (haU drop off one after another, 
for wc have not any remedies to guard againft 
fuch a misfortune. Befides, fhould the Genoefe, 
who are a treacherous race, wifh to return without 
tls, they might embark in the night time, and, when 
once on board their veflels, we could not prevent 
them, and they would leave us here to pay the 
reckoning. It will be right that we remonftrate 
with our iords, who arc enjoying their eafe, on 
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thefe our fufpiciops ; for the Genocfc do not con- 
ceal their opinions of us. Some of their talkers 
have (kid to our men,—* You Frenchmen are odd 
men at arms : when we failed from Genoa, we 
thought you would have conquered this town of 
Africa within a week or fortnight after your land* 
ing j but we have been here nearly two months, 
and nothing has been done: by the aflaults and 
flcirmifhes you make, the town need not fear you 
thefe two years -, and at the rate you go on, you 
will never conquer the kingdoms of Tunis or 
Africa.' 

The Gcnoefe had fo frequently held this Ian* 
guage to the varlets and others of the army, that 
it reached the ears of their lords, and was rc~ 



peated to the lord de Coucy, who was wife and 
prudent, and to whom the Whole army looked 
up. He confidercd a While, and then faid to 
himfelf, — c The converfations of thefe Genoefc 
are but too well founded in truth : to put a rtop 
to them, a full aflembly of the principal knights 
muft be held, to confider how we are to proceed, 
lot winter is faft approaching.* At this council, 
which was held in the duke of Bourbon's tent, va- 
rious plans were propofed $ but the conclufion 
was, that they would, for this feafon, break up 
the fiege, and every perfon fhould return home 
the way he had come. The chief lords fecretly 
made preparations accordingly, and, calling to 
them the matters of the galleys and other veflels, 
'acquainted them with their intentions. 'The cap- 
tuins were much furprifed, and faidy— : c My loixis, 
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<Jo not harbour any fufpicipns of us, for we are 
'pledged to you by our honour and oath$, and wc 
will moft loyally and honcftly acquit ourfelves* 
Had we pleafed, we might have accepted the fa* 
vourable offers that were made us by the Africans, 
but we refufed to enter into any treaty with them, 
from our attachment and engagements to you/ 

* We have no doubts of you, gentlemen/ re- 
plied the lord de Coucy, € for we look on you as 
loyal and valiant men : but we have confidered our 
fituatioa ; winter is at hand, and we have a fcarcity 
qf provifion. Should it be God's good pleafurc 
that we return to France, we will inform the king, 
who is young and fond of war, of the ftate of this 
country. At this moment, he knows not where 
to employ his force, for he and the king of Eng- 
land are at peace. He is unhappy when idle, and' 
we (hall advife him to undertake an expedition hi- 
ther, as well to have the pleafure of meeting the 
lung of Sicily as to conquer this country from the 
Saracens. Prepare and make ready your galleys, 
for we (hall leave this coaft in a very few days/ 

The Genoefe were not well pleafed with the 
French lords for thus breaking up the fiege of the 
town of Africa; but, as they could not amend it, 
they were forced to bear with it as well as they 
could. 

There was a rumour current in the Chriftian 
camp, that the Genoefe were treating with the 
Saracens to betray and deliver up to them the re- 
mainder of the aripy. It was firmly believed by 
many, and they faid; c Our principal com- 
manders, 
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Wanders, the duke of Bourbon, the dauphin of 
Auvergne, the lord de Coucy, fir Guy de la Tri- 
xpouille, fir Philip de Bar and fir John de Vienne, 
are well acquainted with this plots and for this 
reafon they have determined fuddenly ,to break up 
the fiege/ 

When it was proclaimed that every one was 
to embark on board the galleys or other veflels, 
in an orderly manner, you would have fcen the 
varlets in the greateft buftle packing up the pur- 
veyances of their different lords, and conveying 
them on board the fhips which lay at anchor off 
the fhore. When all things were embarked, the 
knrghts entered the galleys that had brought them 
thither : many had bargained with the captains to 
carry them to Naples, others to Sicily, Cypfus or 
Rhodes, thence to perform a pilgrimage to Je- 
rufalem. 

* After having remained fixty r one days before the 
town of Africa, they broke up the fiege, and fet 
fail from that country in fight of the Saracens from 
the w^lls. This gave them fuch joy that they 
founded horns and beat drums, and made fo great 
a noife by their fhoutings, as to be heard in the 
army of the Saracens, Several young knights 
mounted their horfes, and galloped to the place 
where the camp had been, to fee if they could 
find any thing left behind. Agadinquor d'Oliferne 
and Brahadin de Tunis were the firft to arrive ; but 
the Chriftians had fo completely cleared the camp, 
that there was nothing for them to carry away. 

The Saracens left their ftation to examine the 
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camp, and remained' more than two hours no- 
ticing the manner and form of it. They praifcd 
much their fubtlety in finking, wells for frefli 
"water, and,, having for fomc time viewed the gal- ■ 
leys under fail, they returned to vifit their friends 
in the town of Africa. Others went to their 
quarters, and rejoiced greatly that the Qhrif- 
tians had not dared to remain longer. They held 
their power very cheap, and faid, they (hould no 
longer fear, as they had done, the French or Ge- 
noefe. ,Thcy fpoke truly, as I fhall explain. 
When this fiege was raifed, the Saracens grew 
proud on the occafion, for they faw the Genoefe 
had exerted themfelves to their utmoft power to 
annoy them : this expedition could not have been 
undertaken without an enormous expenfe, and 
they had not gained any thing. But they did not 
know the great loflcs the Chriftians had fuffered 
until that day, and I will tell you by what accident 
it happened . In the camp of the C hrift ians was found, 
lying on the ground, a Genoefe varlet, who was 
too ill with a fever to be removed when the failors 
fought for their men to embark on board the 
barges. The Saracens were delighted on finding 
this man, and ordered no harm to be done him. 
They carried him to the principal commanders 
of their army, and told them where they had 
had found him. An interpreter was fent for to exa- 
mine him j but at fir ft he would not make any an- 
swers, confidering himfelf as a dead man, and de- 
firing they would put hipi out of his pain. 
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The chiefs of the army, fitfh is Agadinqtiof 
d'Olifernc and Brahadin de Tunis, thought they 
fhould gain nothing by his death ; and to induce 
him to anfwer truly, without any equivocation* * 
what queftions fhould be put to hirtf, they pro* 
mifed to. fpare his life, and fend him fafe and well 
to his own country on board of the firft galley that 
fhould come thither from Genoa or Marfeilles, 
with a prefent of one hundred golden befants* 
The varlet, hearing this, was freed from his fears 
of death and made eafy ; for he knew that thefe 
Saracens never break their words ; and, as , every 
one dies as late as he can, he faid to the inter-, 
prcter, c Malte them all fwear on their faith to 
keep what they have promifed, and I will truly 
^hfwer whatever you may afk.' The interpreter 
repeated this to the lords, who having confented 
to his demand, the varlet faid> c Now afk what- 
queftions you pleafe, and I will anfwer them/ 
He was firft afked who he was, and his place of 
refidence, and replied, < Portenances * * [that hi* 
name was Simon Mollevin, and fon to a captain of 
a galley at Portenances] :' then as to the com- 
manders of the Chriftian army. He named fe- 
veral ; for, having kep£ company and drank with 
the heralds, he had often heard their names men- 
tioned and had remembered fome of them. He 
^ras afked, if he knew the reafons why they had 
fo fuddenly raifed the fiege and departed. To 
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tiiis he made a very prudent reply, by faying, he 
was ignorant of it, as he^ was not prefent at the 
council of war when it was determined on, and 
could only tell them what was the common report 
in the army. It was faid, that the French fuf- 
pe&ed the Genoefe of a defign to betray them ; 
but the Genoefe declared this was falfe, and wrong- 
folly imputed to them by the French. They had 
left the coaft becaufe they were afraid to winter in 
this country, and rifc the lofs of as many knights 
as they had once done. 

k A(k him/ faid the lords to thfe interpreter, 
c to explain this.' He replfed, c So great was th£ 
lofs on the day the combat was to hare taken place 
between ten pf your knights with ten of ours, that 
upwards of fixty knights and fquires, men of re- 
nown, died that day ; and it was folely on this ac- 
count,' as the Gdnoefe faid, c the fiege was raifed/ 
The faracen chiefs feemed very much pleafed on 
nearing this, and made no further inquiries, but 
punctually kept the promife they had made 
him. 

On his return to Portenances and Genoa, he re- 
lated all that had pafled and what anfwers he had 
made, for which he was no way blamed. The Sa- 
racens faid among themfelves, — c We have been 
very negligent in not taking better meafures againft 
this union of the French and Genoefe ; for, though 
'they have been this time unfuccefsful againft Africa, 
we mult henceforward put our coaft in a better 
ftate of defence (which we may eafily do) 5 and 
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we muft, in particular, guard the ftraits of Morocco 
fo ftrongly that neither the Genoefe nor Venetians 
(hall carry their merchandife to Flanders through 
this ftrait, without paying fo great a toll as to make 
all the world wonder thereat, and even then it fliall 
be confideredas a matter of favour.* 

What thefe Africans had propofed they exe- 
cuted s and all the kingdoms to the fouth, weft and 
e^ft, formed an alliance, fuch as Africa, Tunis, 
Bugia, Morocco, Benmarin, Treme$en and Gra- 
nada, with a refolution of well guarding their 
coafts, and equipping fuch a fleet of galleys as 
fhould make them mafters of the fea, through 
hatred to the French and Genoefe for their late 
fiege of Africa. They interrupted fo much the 
navigation of the Venetians and Genoefe, that mer- 
chandife from Alexandria, Cairo, Damafcus, Ve- 
nice, Naples or Genoa, was difficult to be had in 
Flanders for money ; and, in particular, every fort 
of Ipicery was enormoufly dear. 
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chap. xxm. 

KING CHARLES OF FRANCE PROPOSES TO MARCH 
TO ITALY, TO FORM AN UNION OF THE 
CHURCH BY FORCE, AND THENCE TO BAR- 
BARY.-~AMBASSADORS FROM ENGLAND OFFER 
PROPOSALS FOR A PEACE BETWEEN HIM AND 

KING RICHARD, THE DEATH OF JOHN KINO 

QF CASTILLE." — HE IS SUCCEEDED BY HIS 
SON HENRY, WHO IS CROWNED KING, THOUGH 
$UT NINE YEARS OF AGE, 

^nr7HEN the Chriftian fleet failed from Africa, all 
* * crofled the fea, but did not difembark at 
the fame port. Part met with heavy tempefts that 
put them in great danger : the greater part, how- 
ever, returned to Genoa. Religious proceflions 
were making in France for their fafety, for they 
knew not what was become of them, not having 
had any intelligence fince their departure. 

The ladies of Coucy, of Sully, and the dauphi- 
nefs of Auvergne, were in great anxiety for their 
lords, as long as the expedition lafted, and* were 
much rejoiced on hearing they were returned. 
The duke of Bourbon and the lord de Coucy fet 
offprivately for Paris, leaving their attendants be- 
hind, and arrived there about Martinmas-day. 
The king, as was natural, was well pleafed to fee 
. them, and afked many queftions refpefting Bar- 
bary, and the fuccefs of the expedition. They 
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related all they had feen or heard, which was ea- 
gerly liftened to by the king and his brother, the 
duke of Touraine. The king faid, c If we can 
manage to reftore union to the church, and efta- 
blifh a found peace between us and England, we 
fliould very much like to lead a great army to Bar- 
bary, to exalt the Chriftian faith, confound the 
infidels, and acquit the fouls of our predeceflbrs, 
king Philip of happy memory, and king John our 
grandfather; for both of them put on the ver- 
xnilion crofs, to pafs the fea for the holy land ; 
and they would have done fo, if violent wars had 
not nearly overturned their kingdom. Now, if 
we can reftore union and peace to the church, and 
lengthen our truce with the Englifh ,to a projper 
term, we are refolved to undertake this expe- 
dition* ' 

Such were the converfatioijs between the Jung 
of France and his uncle, the duke of Bourbon, 
?uid the lord de Coucy, and thus did things re- 
main. $y degrees, thofe who had been in Africa 
returned home. The king lived at Paris the 
whole feafbn, refiding fome times at the Louvre, 
at others, with the queen, at the hotel de St. Pol. 

About St. Andrew's day, when the knights 
were almoft all returned from Barbary, circum- 
stances which ferved for a topic of converfation 
with every one, another expedition was talked o£ 
at the Court of France, but I cannot fay who was 
the firft promoter of it. The king of France, 
who hac| a great love of arms, was thus addrefled ; 
* Sire, your devotion and inclination naturally 

lead 
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lead- you to wifli to carry an expedition againft 
the infidels beyond fea, to conquer the holy land/ 
f That is very true/ anfwered the king : c it con- 
stitutes the occupation of my thoughts night and 
day.' I believe the propofal was made by the 
lord de la Riviere or fir John le Merrier; for 
they were both too much attached to pope Cle- 
ment, and fo greatly in the king's favour, that 
whatever they faid was done. Others, who were 
at the time in the king's company, faid ; c Sire, 
you cannot, in conference, undertake fuch an ex- 
pedition, while the church is difunited: begin 
with the head, and your enterprife will end the 
better.' c How would you have me begin ?* 
afked the king. f Sire,* replied they, c at this 
moment you have nothing on your hands. You 
are at peace with the Englifh ; and you may, du- 
ring the truce, undertake, if you pleafe, an expe- 
dition : we do not fee a more brilliant one, than 
to march a large army to Rome and deftroy this 
anti-rpope, whom the Romans, through error, 
have elefted arid placed on the throne of St, Fetch 
This may be done, if you exert yourfelf * a more 
meritorious or honourable fervice cannot be per- 
* formed -, and the inftant the anti-pope and his car- 
dinals fhall learn you are advancing againft them 
with a large army, they will forrender themfelves 
to your mercy.' 

The king liftened attentively to this, and faid 

he would confider of it. In truth, he was warmly 

attached to pope Clement j for the preceding year, 

when at Avignon, he had received the greateft 
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honours and attentions from him, and he had 
given to him, his "brother and uncles, more than 
they had $fked. This he thought was deferving fomc 
return, and, on his taking leave, he had promifed 
the pope, that he would attend to his affairs in 
fuch wife that the effeft of his interference would 
foon be known. He confidered himfclf bound, 
therefore, to do fomething in his behalf. 

At this time, the dukes of Berry and Burgundy 
were at Paris j and it was generally reported, that 
foon after March the king would fet out from 
Paris, for Savoy and Lombardy, and that the 
duke of Savoy was to fend his coufin-german with 
him. The king was to have under his command 
the duke of Touraine and four thoufand fpears $ 
the duke of Burgundy two thoufand \ the duke of 
Berry the fame number -, the conftable of France 
two thoufand Bretons and Saintongers, from the 
flat countries j the duke of Bourbon one thoufand 
fpears 5 . the count de St. Pol, and the lord de 
Coucy one thoufand fpears ; and all thefe men at 
arms we^e to be engaged and paid for three 
months, and thus from time to time. 

The pope and cardinals at Avignon were as much 
rejoiced, when intelligence of this was carried to 
them, as if the expedition were already com- 
. menced. It was propofed in the council that the 
king fhould invite the duke of Brittany to form 
part of it, as they did not think it prudent to 
leave him behind. The king in confequence wrote 
him a handfome letter, to explain the plan and 
intention of the expedition, and to invite him to 
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make part of it, which he fent by an honourable 
man, one of his ufhers at arms. 

When the duke of Brittany had read the letter, 
he burft out into laughter, and calling to him the 
lord de Montboucher, faid,— c Sec what my lord 
of France writes me. 'He has undertaken to let 
out in the month of March next for Rome, and 
deftroy, by the power of .his arms, pope Boniface 
and his cardinals. As God is my help, he will 
never fucceed, but fhordy have other flax to fpia, 
which will force him to give up fuch foolifh bu« ' 
finefs. He defires me to accompany him with 
two thoufand lances. As I wiih to pay him eyerjr 
honour that is his due, I fhall write a very civil 
anfwer back to pleafe him, and fay that, if he 
perfift in undertaking the expedition mentioned 
in his letter, he fhall not go without me, fince he 
is defirous of my company ; but I tell you, lord 
de Montboucher, that I fhall not trouble any of my 
vafTals on the occafion, for I repeat, it will end in 
words/ 

The duke of Brittany fent very handfome let- 
ters by the ufher ' at arms, to the king at Paris, 
who was well fatisfied with the anfwer. No one 
attempted to difcourage the king refpe&ing this 
expedition, for it was highly agreeable to the - 
knights and fquires, as it made them of import- 
ance, and employed their time. All ranks of 
perfons made their preparations, even the clergy, 
and the provinces were willing to tax themfelves 
to fend men at arms, at their cxpenfe, to ferve 
the king. 

This 
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This expedition ended, however, as the duke 
of Brittany had foretold 5 and I will relate what 
occafioned its being broken ofE About Candle- 
mas, intelligence was brought to the king and his 
council, which they had not thought of, nor fore* 
feen. Part of the king of England's cabinet- 
council were fent in handfome ftate to wait on the 
king of France at Paris* At the head of this le- 
gation were, fir Thomas Percy, fir Lewis Clifford, 
fir Robert Bricquet and other knights, whofc 
names I never heard. The arrival of thefe knights 
at Paris was a great furprife, though the king had 
been informed of their coming ; for the king of 
England had written to him, to fay he fhould in 
a few days fend fome of his council to Paris, if 
lie would be there. The king of France was very 
anxious to learn why thefe ambafladors had been 
fent in fuch hafte, and what they had to propofe. 

The Englifh knights difmounted at the fign of 
the Chateau de Feflu, in the ftreet of la Croix 
du Tiroir, where they had fixed their lodgings. 
The king of France was at the Louvre, and the duke 
of Touraine with him : his three uncles, and the 
conftable of France, were likewife at their dif- 
ferent hotels in Paris. The Englifh arrived at 
Paris in the afternoon, and ftaid the repiainder of 
that day and the nighr at their inn : on the mor- 
.row, about nine o'clock, they mounted their 
horfes, which were handfomely decorated, and 
went in ftate to the Louvre, where the king was 
waiting for them. He was attended by his bro- 
ther, his uncles, the count de St. Pol> the. lord 

de 
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de Coucy, fir Oliver de Cliflbn, conftable of 
France, fir John de Vienne, fir Guy de la Tri^ 
moiuille, and other great barons. 

The ambaffadors difmounted in the fqnare be- 
fore the Louvre, and, on entering the gate, were 
met by the lord de la Riviere, fir John le Mer- 
rier, fir Helion de Lignac, fir Peter de Villiers, 
fir William de la Trimouille and fir William 
Marcel, who received them as knights of the 
king of England's council, and conducted them 
moft refpeftfully to a handfome apartment where 
the king of France was. On their entrance, they 
took off their hoods, and bowed very low. Sir 
Thomas Percy was the bearer of their credential 
letters, which he prefented to the king, who, on 
receiving them, made the knights rife. When 
they were rifen, they retired fome paces back. 
The king of France, having perufed the letters 
called to him his brother and uncles, and (hewed 
their contents. His uncles then faid, c My lord, 
call -to you the knights from England, and de- 
mand the caufe of their coming hither/ The 
king did fo, and the knights were alked the pur- 
port of their credential letters. Sir Thomas, in 
reply, faid, — c Dear fire, it is the wifh of our lord 
the king of England, that his moft confidential 
counfellors Tuch as his uncles of Lancafter, York 
or Glocefter, or fome prelates of England of whom 
that country has the beft opinion for fenfe and 
prudence, fliould meet others of .like character, of 
your council, that they might confider on the 
jneans of forming a folid peace between you and 

him 
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him and your allies. This, if it could be cSc&ed f 
would give him fuch great fatisfa&ion, that he 
would not complain of any trouble or pain his 
counfellofs may endure, whom he fliall fend acrofs 
the fca to Amiens, or any other appointed place, for 
the carrying on this negociation, and we are come 
hither from our lord to propofe this matter, and 
to learn your intentions upon it.' 

The king replied, — c Sir Thomas, you and 
your companions are welcome, and your vific has 
given us veiy great pleafure. You will not leave 
Paris immediately : in the mean time, we will a£« 
femble our council, and, before your departure, 
you fliall have fuch anfwer as (hall be fatisfaftory 
to you/ 

The Englifh were well pleafed with this reply, 
and the king entered on other matters of conver- 
sation. It was now dinner-time ; and the Englifh 
knights were detained to dine in the Louvre, and 
given in charge to the Lord de Coucy and the 
lord de la Riviere, who led them into a very 
richly ornamented apartment, where a table was 
ipread for them. They dined well, and at their 
leifure, the lord de Coucy and the conftable 
keeping them company. When dinner was over, 
.they went into the king's apartment, and ftaid un- 
til wine and fpices were brought in fplendid comfit 
boxes of gold and filver. After the knights had 
partaken of thefe, they took leave of the king 
and his lords, and defcended into the court, where 
they mounted their horfes and returned to their 
lodgings* 

The 
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The propofids fir Thomas Percy had brought 
from England, were exceedingly agreeable to thd 
king of France, to his uncle the duke of Burgundy* 
and to others of his council ; but not to all, efpe- 
cially to thofe who were interefted concerning the 
pope of Avignon. They forefaw, that if nego- 
tiations were once begun between the two crowns, 
it would require a long time to bring them to a 
conclufion, and thus retard the expedition that 
was intended againft Rome, to reduce pope Boni- 
face and his cardinals to the obedience of pope 
Clement. The objeft of peace, however, was fo 
welcome to all parts of Chriftendom, and would 
be of fuch advantage to every country that no one 
dared to fay any thing againft it. Befides, the 
duke of Burgundy and his council and the duke 
of Bourbon were unanimous in their opinion with 
the king. 

The king of France (hewed much attention to 
fir Thomas Percy and his companions ; but there 
was one knight among them, called fir Robert 
lJricquet, whom he did not fee with pleafure, for 
he was a Frenchman, had always been of the 
party of England or Navarre, and was now a 
knight of the king of England's chamber. The 
king prudently diflembled his thoughts; but, 
when he converfed with them, he always addreffed 
himfelf to fir Thomas Percy, fir Lewis Clifford, 
or to fir John Clanvow. The king faid, — c We 
fhall be happy to fee a folid peace eftablifhed be- 
tween our adverfary of England and us, for the 
war and quarrel has lafted too long^a time ; and 
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I wifh you to underftand diat it dthall be noway 
our fault if the negotiations be no£ Happily coir* 
eluded.' 

* Sire/ replied the knights, c our lord the king 
of England, who has fent us hither, has the fame 
peaceable inclinations^ and faid, on our departure, 
that it fhoyld not be to his blame if thefe wars 
and- diflentions were not put an end to, for 'they 
had lafted too long ; and lie was much furprifed 
fome prudent means had not been fooner thought 
of for this purpofe.' c Well,' replied the king, 
c we fhall fee what good affe&ion he bears us/. 

The Englilh remained at Paris fix days, and 
dined every day with one or other of the dukes; 
In the mean time, the matter of their coming had 
been debated in council, and it was fetded that 
the king of France, his uncles, and his cabinet- 
council, fhould be at Amiens the middle of March,* 
and wait there for the king of England, his uncles 
and council, if they were willing to meet them* 
The Englifh knights engaged, that on their fide 
there fhould not be any delay, and that fome of the 
king's uncles, if not all, would be at Amiens or 
the appointed day. 

Thus was this bufinefs concluded ; and the day 
before the ambaffadors were to take leave of the 
king and quit Paris, he went to the palace, and 
magnificently entertained at dinner thefe -Englifli 
lords : his brother and uncles were prefent : he 
made fir Thomas Percy fit at his table, calling him 
coufin, from his relationfhip with the earl of Nor- 
thumberland. 

_ During 



255 ' 

* During the dinner, fir Thomas Percy and' his 
companions were prefented with ridi and hand- 
fame jewels, all but fir Robert Bricquet: he was 
pafled unnoticed. The knight, who prefented 
them in the name of the king, (fir Peter Villiers, 
high ffeward of the houfehold) laid to him ; € When • 
you lhall have done fervice acceptable to the .king, 
he is rich enough to reward you for it/ and then 
pafied by. Sir Robert was melancholy on hear- 
ing this fpeech, and then firfl: learnt he was dif- 
agreeable to the king of France : he was there- 
fore forced to put up with the flight as well as he: 
could. 

When dinner was over, and they had waihed 
and the tables were removed, grace having been 
laid, minftrels of fong and others were called in, 
"who performed, as ufual, before the king and his 
company* After this, fir Thomas' Percy ad- 
vanced, and, cafting himfelf on his knee, faid* 
€ Very dear fire, I and my companions are much 
furprifed at one thing. You have moft fplendidly 
entertained us, and prefented us with rich gifts, 
for which we feel very thankful ; but fir Robert 
Bricquet, who is a knight at arms, and chamber- 
lain to our fovereign lord the king of England, 
has been pafled by, and we would willingly know 
the reafon of it.' 

The king of France replied ; c Thomas, th& 

' knight you have named, fince you wifh to know 

the caufe of his being overlooked, ought not to 

have taken part againft us ; for, had he been made 

prifoner in war, his ranfom would have inftantly 

been paid by his death/ On faying this, he raifed 

up 
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up fir Thomas Percy, and converted on otter 

matters. * , 

Shortly after, wine and fpices were brought, 
which having partaken of at their pleafure* th* 
ambaffadors took leave of the king, returned to 
their lodgings, and paid the amount of their ex-* 
penfes. On the morrow, they departed from. 
Paris, and continued their journey to England, 
where they related to the king and his uncles every 
thing that had pafled, greatly extolling the king- 
of France's magnificent entertainments, and the 
rich gifts he had made them. 

We will, for a while, leave fpeaking of Eng- , 
land, and fay what was pafling in Caftille. You 
have heard of the alliance between the king of 
Caftille and the duke of Lancafter, who had 
claimed that crown in right of his duchefs, the 
lady Conftance, eldeft daughter of the late don 
Pedro, by whom he had a beautiful daughter, that 
was married to don Henry, prince of Galicia, 
heir to the crown of Caftille. This marriage con-, 
firmed the peace between them. 

About two years after the celebration of thefe 
nuptials, king John of Caftille departed this life* 
and was buried in the city of Burgos. On this 
event, the great barons and prelates of the realm 
aflembled, and declared their intentions to have 
for their king the young prince of Galicia. This 
was done, and the prince was crowned in the ninth 
year of his age : his queen was fix years older* 
Thus was the daughter of the duke of Lancafter, 

by 
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by the lady Conftance, queen of Caftille, and of 
all the pofieffions of don Pedro, don Henry and 
don John, excepting thofe parts which had been 
affigned to the duke and duchefs of Lancafter for 
their joint lives. They had, befide, a penfion of „„.., 
one hundred thoufand florins, for which four of 
the mod opulent cities in Caftille were pledged. 
The duke of Lancafter had the pleafure of feeing 
his two daughters queens of Caftille and Por- 
tugal. 

We will now fpeak of the expedition made by 
John count d'Armagnac into Lombardy, for the 
matter requires it. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

OF THE EXPEDITION OF COUNT JOHN D*AR- 
MACNAC INTO LOMBARDY.— -HIS DEATH, AT 
THE SIEGE OF ALEXANDRIA. 

'TpHE intention of the count d'Armagnac to 

A lead an army into Lombardy has been air 

•ready mentioned in this hiftory. His objeft was to 

affift his iifter-german and her huflband, fir Bernabo 

Vifconti, eldeft fon to that fir Bernabo whom the 

duke of Milan had unnaturally put to death. This 

duke was Galeas Vifconti, count de Vertus, whofe 

daughter the duke of Touraine had married. 
The lady of fir Bernabo was daughter to fir 

Vol. X. S John 
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John d'Arm'agnac, and, being in great affli&ion, 
had recourfe to her brothers, to whom (he related 
the mifery of her fituation, her poverty and ne- 
ceffity, and humbly prayed their pity, and that 
they would defend her againft that tyrant the count 
de Vertus, who had difinherited her without the 
fmalleft reafon. 

'The count d'Armagnac promifed his filler that 
he would comply with her requeft, and had de- 
clared, that whatever it might coft him to recover 
hej? rights, he would exert himfelf in the attempt 
to the utmoft of his power. What he had en- 
gaged to do, he performed; for I have before 
mentioned, that in conjunftion with the dauphin 
d'Auvergne, he had entered into treaties with 
many of the captains of forts in Auvergne, Li- 
moufin, Quercy or other parts, who, under colour 
of fighting for the king of England, had done the 
greateft mifchiefs to France. Thefe garrifons of 
Englifli, • Gafcons and Bretons, received different 
fums, and a pardon from France on furrendering 
their caftles and quitting the kingdom. They 
readily, therefore,, engaged to follow the count 
d'Armagnac into Lombard/, and retired until the 
proper time towards the rivers Rhone and Saone; 
The dukes oi Berry and Burgundy permitted them 
to take what purveyances they pleafed in their' 
lordfhips, for they were very deficous to be rid 
of them. 

The lieutenant of the king of France for 
Dauphiny was at that time fir Enguerrand Durdin, 
and the king had written to him to permit all men 

at 
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at arms and their companions, who fhould fay 
they belonged to the count d'Armagnac, to pafc 
freely through Dauphiny, and td have whatever 
they might be in need of, for their money. 

The count de Foix, hearing at his refidence at 
Orth&s of the large armament the count d'Armag- 
nac was railing, began to be alarmed, for he was 
of a fufpicious temper. He had indeed learnt^ 
for common report flies everywhere, that it was 
intended for Lombardy, againft the duke of Milarii 
but as the anceftors of this count d'Armagnac, and 
himfclf and his brother fir Bernard, had been at 
war with him, he was doubtful if this expedition 
might not in the end be dire&ed againft him. Not 
to be unprepared, therefore, he had reinforced and 
reviftualled all his caftles, that if they fhould 
make an attack, he might be enabled to meet them. 
But neither the count d'Armagnac nor his brother 
had fuch thoughts : they were defirous ftri&ly to 
obferve the truce now eftablifhed between them. 

Many knights and fquires from Gafcony, Eng- 
land and Brittany, who had engaged their fervices 
to the count d'Armagnac, had he declared war 
againft the count de Foix, would have left him 
and joined his adverfary -, fo much was! the count 
de Foix beloved by men at arms for his liberality 
and courage. 

When the duchefs of Touraine was informed 
that the count d'Armagnac was preparing to lead 
a large body * of men at arms into Lombardy,' 
to make war on her father the duke of Milan, 
aod that the dukes of Berry and Burgundy con- 
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fented tq;it, from their defire to rid the kingdom 
of fo many pillagers which had of late fo grievoufly 
harafled it, fhe did not remain idle, but inftantly 
wrote letters to-the count de Vertus to give notice 
fjf it, that he might provide himfclf accordingly. 
Xhc.dukc of Milan was already informed of this 
jgtention of the count d'Armagnac, and had col- 
lcdted men at arms wherever he could find them, 
and reinforced his towns and caftlcs with men. 
ftores and provifion, concluding he fhould have a 
war to fupport againfl this count d'Armagnac. 

About the middle of March, the greater part 
of jthc men at arms were aflcmbled in the country 
near Avignon : between that place and Lyons, on 
the banks of the Rhone, were fifteen thoufand 
horfe. They crofled that river where it was the 
eafieft to pafs, and, entering Dauphiny, took up 
their quarters in the villages or fields. Others 
continued their route, the more fpeedily to clear 
the pafles of the mountains, which are dangerous 
for man and horfe. 

The count d'Armagnac, his brother, with other 
knights, vifited pope Clement and his cardinals at 
Avignon, and offered to ferve them and the 
church againfl: the tyrant of Lombardy, for which 
they felt themfelves obliged and returned many 
thanks. They ftaid at Avignon eight days, while 
their troops paffed : they then took leave of the 
pope and cardinals, end made ready to follow 
them. The two brothers, fir John and fir Ber- 
nard d'Armagnac, here feparated, and thus fir 
John addreffed him : c Fair brother, you will now 
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return to Comminges and Afmagnac, to gbSrd 
our lands, for all the forts arc not yet frik ffotffl 
the marauders. There is Lourde, whieVflr'Af 1 -"* 
naute de Beam holds in the name of the king of 
England ; and Bouteville is garrifoned by Folkiens 
under the command of fir John de Greilly/foh to* 
the late captal de Buch. Notwithstanding thehb 
is a truce between the count de Foix and 'us for 1 

r 

the prefent, he is fo bold and enterprifing a knight, 
that we are never fure what his intentions may be ; ' 
and for thefe reafons I wifh you to return inftantly 
home. You (hall hear very frequendy from me 
during my abfencc, and do you write conftandy:* ■/ 

• 

Sir Bernard readily confented to what his bro- 
ther had propofed, for he* thought it prudent ; 
and well advifed : he had not befide any great m-" 
clination to crofs the mountains. Juft oh hfe dfe-**" 
parture, the count faid,* — ( Bernard, you' will -gfc' 1 
hence to our coufin Raymond de Touramfr, wHo 
has married my coufin the daughter of the priricc* 
of Orange, and is now engiaged in war with thfc 1 
com tat Venaiflin, that belongs to the popfe't entreat 1 
of him, for I have been fo requefted by ; the '#b}M?£ 
that he make his preparatipns to follow mb in^hiiT 
expedition, and he fhall be my companion in* all* 
things: I will wait for him at Gap*, fituated' 
among the mountains.' Sir Bernard promifcd to 
convey this mefiage, and the brothers feparattd, 
never to fee each other again. ■' * ■* 

# Gap, — an ancient city in Dauphiny, capital of the Ga- 
pen^ois, generality of Grenoble. ■ ■ ■. 
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Tfhc count d'Armagnafc took the road leading 
<$,*& tqwn of Gap, and fir , Bernard . that tQ the 
caftleof Boulogne , where fir Raymond de Tou- 
r$nc refided, wfyp received him very kindly. Sir 
Ijk^nard eloquently delivered the meffage from his 
fyroifher, to induce him the more readily to com- 
ply with- the requeft contained in it. Sir Ray-, 
n^ond replied, — _ c Fair coufin, before your brother, 
the count d'Armagnac, fhall hare advanced far 
into Lombardy, or laid fiege to any town, it is 
very poflible that I follow him, but it is full time 
as. yet for me and ipy people to begiaour mych. 
If my coufin therefore fends me intelligence about; 
the middle of May I will fet out, for, by that 
time I hope to make an end of my war againft 
my uncle, the pope<at Avignon, and hU. cardinals, 
who not only refufe me juftice, but detajp from 
xpe, ,by force, every thing' that my uncle, pope 
Gregory, difpofed of in my favour. They thinly to 
tire me out and excommunicate, me, but th^y {hall 
bpmijfcaken. They engage knights. and fquiresk 
to make war .on me, by granting them al^folutions, 
but fuch have no talents for war; and I fhajl have 
more effective men at arms for a thoufand florins, 
than they can obtain by their abfolqtions for feven 
years.' 

c My good coufin/ anfwered fir Bernard, f keep 
to your refolution : what you fay is true * and I 
would not, by any means, advife you to aft other- 
wife than you do : juft as you have fpoken will I 
write to my brother d'Armagnac/ 

They were one whole day together, in the caftle 
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of Boulogne, On the morrow," fir Bernard d'Ar-* 
magnac departed, and, eroding- the Rhdnc at the 
Pont du Saint Efprit, rode over the mountains, 
through Qucrcy, until he reached his deftination, 
leaving his brother to manage for himfelf his 
war with the count de Vertus. Before, however, 
he left Pont du Saint Efprit, he wrote letters to 
the count d'Armagnac, to inform him of the* 
anfwer he had received from fir Raymond de 
Touraine, and had alfo letters from his brother, on 
his road towards Gap. Having read their contents, 
he purfued his journey without farther attending 
to them. 

We will continue our hiftory of the count John ' 
d'Armagnac until we bring it to a conclufion, 
without fpeaking of other events. 

It was his great love and afie&ion for his fifter 
and brother, who had been fraudulently difmheritcd 
by the count de Vertus, who ftiled himfelf lord 
of Milan, that had induced him thus gaily to 
march into the plains of Piedmont and Lombardy. ■• 
There w^rc likewife two very juft reafons for' 
this armament ; one was, the carrying away fuch 
numbers of pillagers, who had for fo long a time ' 
oppreffed and robbed many of the provinces in 
France* for by this means the country was cleared 
of them : the other, to aflift his fifter and her 
hufband* who had unjuftly been deprived of their 
inheritance, fo that he had, on every account, 
juftice on his fide. The companions were una- 
nimous to ferve him, and exclaimed/—' Let us 
cheerfully attack thefe Lombards: we have a juft 
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quarrel and a good captain, which will aflift car 
caufe, and we are going to the richeft country 
in the world j for Lombardy receives the fat from 
other parts ; and, as the Lombards are rich ami 
cowards, we fhall gain great profit. We, who are 
captains, /hall return fo enormoufly rich, that we 
need never more think of war, nor carry on. any 
future warfare/ 

Such were the converlations an their march j 
and when they came to a rich country they hailed 
there for fome time, to refrelh themfelves and 
their horfes. At the time I am now fpeaking oft 
that gallant Englifh knight, fir John Hadonde *, 
was making war on the Florentines for pope Bo- 
niface, and had fixed his quarters in the neigh- 
bourhood of Florence. That country as well a* 
Perugia were in rebellion againft the pope. The 
count d' Armagnac thought if he could gain the 
afliftancc of fif John Hawkwood, who was a molt 
enterprifing and courageous knight, he ihould be 
more fuccefsful in his war. In confequence, during 
his refidence at Grande f> at the entrance into 
Piedmont, he wrote to him long letters,, explana- 
tory of his fituation, and the reafons which urged- 
him to make war on the duke of Milan. Having, 
properly fealed thefe letters, he gave them to a 
prudent meflengcr, who performed his duty well, 
1 in delivering them to fir John Hawkwood : he 
was then near Florence, and had under his com- 



• Sir John Hadonde.— Sir John Hawkwood. 

f Grande,— in the MSS. Grando. Q^ Grenoble. 

mand 



265 

mand full two thoufand combatants. He read 
the letters, or had them read to him. On hearing 
their contents, he was well pleafed, and replied, 
' that as foon as he fhould have put an end to the 
war he was then engaged in, he would not attend 
to any other before he had joined the count 
d'Armagnac. 

The fquire of the count, who had brought thefe 
letters, was an honourable man, and replied,— 
€ Sir, you fpeak well, and to the point : have the 
goodnefs to put into writing what you fay, that my 
lord, the count d'Armagnac, may be the more 
aflured of your intentions.' ' Very willingly/ faid 
fir John Hawkwood ; ' and it is but right, fince 
my pleafure and will are to meet him.' In the 
courfe of two or three days, the letters were written 
and given to the fquire who had come from the 
count d'Armagnac. He inftantly fet out on his 
return, and found the count near to Pignerol *. 
There were great negotiations going forward be- 
tween him and the marquis de Saluces, and the 
marquis was to join him in his war againft Milan. 
The news the fquire brought from fir John Hawk- 
wood was highly agreeable to the count d'Ar- 
magnac. He faid, c that if it pleafed God, he 
would this feafon make fo fevere a war on the 
count de Vertus, that he fhould be glad to accept 
of reafonable terms, or he would perilh in the 
attempt.' 

• Pignerol,— an epifcopai town of Piedmont, at the entrance 
of the valley of Peroule. 

From 
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From what you have heard, you may fuppofc 
the count d'Armagnac had a great defire to aid 
his fitter, and it was compaffion for her that urged 
him to it. When his men at arms had pafled the 
mountains, and had gained the rich plains of 
Piedmont, near to Turin, they were not long 
before they made excurfions, and committed great 
deftruftion on the furrounding villages, which 
could not any way withftand them. 

The count d'Armagnac laid fiege to Afti*, 
intending to wait there for fir John Hawkwood* 
Purveyances came from all . quarters ; and the 
companions ranfomed fmall forts for provifioif* 
and, until their wants were fupplied, they took 
every thing away. The country of Pignerol and 
the territories of the marquis of Montferrat were 
open to their foraging for themfelves and horfes. 
There came likewife great quantities of provifioa 
to them from Dauphiny and Savoy. Many leant 
to the count d'Armagnac from the juftice of his. 
quarrel with the count de Vertus, who. had 
wickedly put to death his uncle Bernabo> to gain. 
his inheritance ; and, although feveral of the great 
, lords of that country were filent on the fubjeft,. 
they felt much compaflion for thofe who had been 
thus difinherited. 

During the fiege of Afti, very agreeable news 
was brought to the count d'Armagnac from fir 
John Hawkwood. He informed him, that the 



* Afti, — an ancient town of Piedmont, five leagues N. £• 
from Albi, eight S. W. from Cafal. 
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Florentines and Venetians had fubmitted to the 
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mercy of the pope j that he was to be paid fixty 
thou&o4 florins, for himfelf and his companions $ 
and that, the moment thefe were received, he' 
w^tuld march with five hundred men at arms and 
a thoufand infantry towards the frontiers of Genoa, 
and, whether his enemies would or not, he intended 
tp force apaflage to join him. The count d'Ar- 
magnac and his army were much pleafed at the 
thoughts of being aflifted by fo able a commander 
as fir John Hawkwood ; and he was advifed to 
break up the fiege of Afti, and transfer it to a 
larger town called Alexandria, fituated at the. 
entrance of Lombardy, and, after they fhould ' 
have conquered it, to advance to Brefibeil *, 
which is alfo a large and handfome city. 

The fiege was in confequence transferred from 
Afti to Alexandria, which is a fine city, and feated 
in a rich plain on the frontiers of Piedmont and 
Lombardy, in the diredt road to Genoa. The 
men at arms had crofted the Tefino, and lodged 
themfelves at their eafe in this plentiful country. 

Sir Galeas, lord of Milan f, count de Vertus, 
refided in the city of Pavia, and daily heard of his 
enemies eftablifhing themfelves in his country: 
but his greateil furprife was, how the count d'Ar- 
magnac fotind money to fatisfy the large body of 
men at arms he had brought with him. His 
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• Breflaeil. Q^ Brefcia. 

f He was created duke of Milan 1395, by Winceflaus king 
of the Romans. — DJ3. Hijt. 
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Council, with whom he converted on this ftrbjeft, 
replied, — c Sir, thefeare free companions, ahd pfcrt 
of thofe pillagers who have fo longharraff^frrahee : 
they do not require pay, but to feefc adventures, 
and run the chance of gain from plundering the 
country. In order to deliver France from them, 
after the furrender of their ftrong holds, the count 
d'Armagnac leads them hither. The duke of 
Berry and the dauphin of Auvergnc, whofe lands 
they had forely oppreffed, treated with them by 
means of the count d*Armagnac, who offered the 
king of France and the above mentioned lords to 
engage them in his quarrel with you. By dint of 
money he purchafed their forts j and the king of 
France granted them a free pardon for all their paft* 
deeds, on condition they joined the count d'Ar- 
magnac ; and whatever they could conquer in thefe 
countries was to be their own. They therefore afk 
no pay $ and there are among them men at anus 
that have five or fix horfes, who, if in, their own 
country, would be conftfained to go on foot like 
abfolute paupers. They adventure themfclves 
boldly, and it is hazardous to engage with them, 
for they are all of determined courage. The belt 
advice we can give is, that you guard well your 
cities and principal to\i»ns, which are ftrongly 
garrifoned and well provided with all things ; for 
they have no artillery, nor any machines for car- 
rying on a fiege worth thinking of. They will, 
advance to the barriers of your towns to fkirmifli 
and do gallant deeds of arms j but they will not 
gain any thing you may regrr\ if one may judge 
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by what has pallid, for they have now been in this 
country more than two months, and have only 
conquered a fmall and infignificant fort. Let them 
therefore come and go, without offering them 
combat ; for they will foon be tired of the war, 
and will be defeated without a battle. When they 
have deftroyed all the low countries, they will be 
in want of provifion, and famine will force them 
to return, if no worfe accidents befal them. You 
muft order your men at arms to keep in bodies 
near to each other, that, in cafe of need, they 
may fuccour and give advice to thofe of the gar- 
rifons who may want it. Reinforce with them all 
your towns and caftles ; for the rich citizens are 
not accuftomed to war, and will not defend them- 
felves like knights or fquires who have been 
brought up to the profeflion. Send fome of your 
chivalry into Alexandria : you will gain doubly by 
it, for your city will be more ably defended, and 
your fubjedts will love you with greater afFedlion 
when they fee you are attentive to them in their 
(diftrefs. You are befide bounden to do this, for 
they pay you taxes and other levies for your go- 
verning and and taking care of them. Your ene- 
mies cannot have a iufficient force to furround 
.Alexandria on all fides, and prevent the men at 
arms you fhall fend thither from entering the town ; 
And, when the inhabitants fhall fee them arrive, 
their courage will be raifed, their attachment to 
you increafed, and any treaties they might have 
thougHt of entering into with your enemies will be 
put an end to/ 

The 
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The lord of Milan followed the advice that had 
been given him, and, without delay, fent thither 
a body of knights and men at arms that were in 
his pay. On being muftered, they amounted to 
five hundred lances ; and an ancient knight, who 
had long been ufed to arms, called fir James de la 
Berme, was appointed their commander. They 
rode through bye ways until they arrived at Alex- 
andria in the evening, and entered it, when their 
enemies had retired fatigued to their quarters, from 
fkirmifhing at the barriers, for they could not re 
main idle. The citizens were rejoiced at the ar- 
rival of fir James de la Berme and his compa- 
nions, and not without caufe ; for the count d'Ar- 
magnac, not having feen any men at arms during 
the three days he lay before it, concluded none 
were in the town, and had kept up a continual 
aflault at the barriers ; but, fmall as the defence 
was, it had done fo well, that the Armagnacs had 
not gained any advantage. 

Sir James de la Berme, on entering the town, 
retired with his men to the lodgings which had 
been affigned them, and, having taken fome re- 
frefhment, they were waited on by the principal 
inhabitants, to congratulate them on their arrival. 
He inquired into the ftate of the town, and the 
numbers and fituation of the enemy, in order that 
he might a£t accordingly. The moft intelligent 
replied, c that from the moment the count d'Ar- 
magnac had come, there had never been any cc£ 
fation of flcirmifhes and attacks on the barriers.* 
* Well,' replied the knight, c to-morrow, if it 
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plcafe God, we will fee how they bear themfelves, 
and what they may be inclined to do. They are 
ignorant of my arrival, and I will lay an ambufli 
for them, and make a private fally/ c Ah, my 
lord/ faid thofe who had before fpoken to him, 
c you muft be very cautious how you a£t, for they 
are fixteen thoufand horfe at lead:, and, fhould they 
difcover you in the open plain, they will furround 
and overpower you by their numbers, without 
(hiking a blow.' The knight anfwercd, c We 
will confider more of it; for, fince we are come, 
we muft attempt fome deeds of arms.' The con- 
rerfation now ended, and every one returned to his 
home j but the knight told his men, fecretly, he 
intended making a fally and placing an ambufh, 
that all might be prepared againft the morrow. 

The next day, fir James de la - Berme and his 
troops being armed, made a fally through a private 
gate, on the oppofite fide of the town to the place 
where the befiegers lay. He was accompanied, at 
Ac diftance of half a league, by about three hun- 
dred of the townfmen, to a narrow valley where 
they could not be feen. He had left two hundred 
without the barriers, with orders, if they were 
attacked to defend themfelves faintly, retreating 
towards this valley, where they would be fuppbrt- 
ed by the ambufcade. They promifed punftual 
obedience to thefe orders. The day was exceed- 
ingly hot; but the count d'Armagnac was young 
and enterprifing : having heard mafs in his pa- 
vilion and drank a cup, he demanded his arms, 
and, having completely equipped himfelf, dis- 
played 
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played only his pennon, and was attended by no 
more than one hundred men ; for he did not ex- 
pert to meet with greater opposition than ufual, 
and advanced at a flow pace towards the barriers. 
True it is, that fome few men at arms followed him 
by degrees; but others faid, — c What fignifies 
arming? and why (hould we give ourfelves fo 
much trouble, when we cannot meet with any one 
at the barriers worth fighting with ?• They ftaid, 
therefore, within .their camp, eating and drinking. 
The count d'Armagnac, on coming to the bar- 
riers, began to overthrow and beat down many of 
thofe polled there to receive him, as good men at 
'arms know how to do 5 but the townfmen did not 
wait long, before they began to retreat flowly to- 
wards the ambufcade. 

When fir James de la Berme faw it was time, he 
fallied forth out of the ambufh, and the Armagh 
nacs were furrounded and attacked on all fides. 
They valiantly defended themfclves, and were r6- 
inforced by little and little with men from the 
camp. Many gallant deeds were dohe this day, 
which was the feaft of St. James and St* Chrifto- 
pher. It was fo very hot, that thofe who bore. 
arms thought they were in an oven, for there was 
not any wind \ ajid the young men at arms were 
overpowered by the heat, and unable to exert 
themfclves. Add to this, that the force of the 
lord de Milan was three to one of the Armagh 
nacs. 

The cjuft opprefied them fo much, they could 
not fee each other ; but the Armagqacs, in this, 
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differed the moft. This was an unfortunate day 
For the fcotirtt, Who was fo overcome by the heat* 
3nd near feinting, that he withdrew from the bat- 
tle* fci&oiit friend of foe knowing Whither he was 
gone. He had retreated to £ fmall gfove of 
alders* through which ran 4 little brook • and he 
rio fooner felt his feet in the water, than he thought 
lie was in Jteradife* and feated himfelf by the fide 
of the ftrearii. He, with forrife difficulty, took 
off his helriiet, ahd remained covered only by the 
linen fciill-cap, and then plunged his face ixi the 
water, at the fame time, unfortunately, drinking 
Urge draughts • for he Was thirfty froih the heat, 
ahd cobld not quench it. He drank fo tntich, that 
his Blood was chilled, And a hufribnefs of limbs 
feized him, with a flrong inclination to faint. He 
could riot rfiove, and loft the ufe of his fpeeclu 
His attendants knew hot was become of him, and 
were the more uneafy, becaufe many prifoners 
bad been made : they therefore ceafed fighting. 

A lhbrt tinle After this, a fqtiire belonging to 
the duke of Milan perceived the count d'Armag- 
riac, and wondered much, when he faw him, who 
fie could b6 ; for* it was vifible he muft be fome 
knight or man of high rank : he callfed out, c .Who 
ire yttti ? Surrender j for you are riliy prifoner/— 
The fcoiint heard him, but could not make any 
4nfwer, as he was unable to articulate, but held 
<£lt hfc hand, dnd made figns that he furrehdered. 
The fquire then endeavoured to raife him, but, 
Aiding his attempts vain, feated himfelf befide 
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him, whikthf Ikirmifh was ftill continued, and 
many gallant a&ions performed. 

Sir James de la Berme, being a prudent and 
valorous knight, perceiving the day was his own, 
and that many of the enemy were killed and 
wounded, but that his men were growing weary, 
and the Armagnacs increafing by frefh men from 
their camp, ordered a retreat to Alexandria* his 
men vigoroufly defending themfelves as they re- 
tired. The fquire, who had fortunately found 
the count d'Armagnac in the ftate I have men- 
tioned, unwilling to leave him behind, for he 
thought him a perfon of diftinftion, called to fottie 
of his companions to affift in carrying him to the 
town $ and declared that whatever he fhould re- 
ceive for his ranfom, he would handfomely 
divide with them for the trouble they would 
have. 

They complied with his requeft, and, with 
fome difficulty, carried him to the fquire's lodg- 
ings in the city, where the count was difarmed, 
undrefled and put to bed. By this time, fir James 
de la Berme had, with his men, re-entered the 
place, and barricaded the bars and gates, having 
many prifoners with them. They difarmed and 
refrelhed themfelves with what they found at their 
quarters, as did likewife the Armagnacs, who had 
been at this fkirmiih, on their return to the 
army. 

When it was mentioned in the camp that ho one 
knew what was become of the count d'Armagnac, 
they were much alarmed, and fome went to fearch 
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the places in the ribighbourhoockwhve <fee fttanpth 
had been fought, but, to the great diftnay af thtkv 
<5tftopaft ions>they returned without haying difcovtred 
afti^ t^ces of him. The fquirt* mto whofe hand*h* 
had fallen, defirous to know who he wasi addreffiji 
hkttfelf to a Gafcon fquire, a man of honour, <$pt 
had been made prifoner, and begged of hinv .^ 
accompany him, with the perfon who had cap* 
turtd him, to his lodging*. They went,thithtiV 
and th4 LoAibardy fquire led the Gafcon to hi* 
chaittber, where the count d'Arntagnac lay bit*' 
tbtlf bemoaning. He brought a candle near his 
feet, and faid to the Gafcon, c My friend, do you 
knotar who this man is?' The Gafcon, leaning 
doWh to examine his feature^ mftandy recognifed 
lAtbf 4fcd *epli*d,^ c Yes, I ought to know hirh 
W^ell | for it is our commander, the count d' Ai> 
fciagtiae. ' The Lombardy fquire was rejoiced to 
hear his prifoner was of fuch diftinttion ; but the 
count was fo very ill, he heard nothing they alked 
of him. Upon which, his maftcr faid \ c Come, 
come, kt lis leave him quiet, that he may recover 
himfelf,' and they all quitted the chamber. Hfc 
died, however, that fame night. 

When, oh the morrow, it Was known that the 
totifit d'Atmagnae had died in his bed at Alex* 
andria, fir James de la Berme would not that 
it fhotild be made fecret, but fent information 
df £h* event by fome of the prifoners to th£ 
*amp> to fte how they would a& cm the ©cca* 
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The whole trmy. were in difinay on hearing 
lofs s for they had now* no commander in 
ehtef to look up to, as they were moftly all free 
companions. They therefore faid, € Let us haftcn 
baek to our own countries, for we have loft all 
opportunities of gaining any thing here/ It was 
feon known in Alexandria that the Armagnacs 
were in defpair for the death of the count : they 
therefore made a fally from the town, advancing 
full gallop to the camp, fhoutmg ' Pavia for the 
lord of Milan !' Not one of die Armagnacs made 
any defence, but allowed themfelves to bt flain, 
like wicked people as they were: the conqueft 
was great, for the army were fo caft down, that 
they furrendered without ftriking a blow, and, 
throwing down their arms, made for Alexandria* 
whither the Germans, and other foldiers in the pay 
of the lord of Milan, drove them like a herd of 
cattle. 

This unexpe&ed death of the count d'Armag- 
nac happened very unlucky for himfclf and his 
army. Had he remained quiet but five days, fir 
John Hawkwood would have arrived with five 
hundred horfe and one thoufand foot ; and many 
valiant deeds would have been done by this knight 
and his men ; but an end was now put to every 
thing by this lofs. 

You may fuppofe the count de Vertus was in 
high fpirits on hearing his enemies, whom he 
greatly dreaded* were killed, made prifoners or 
put to flight, and that the count d'Armagnac was 
dead. He more dearly priced his knight, fir 
- • v .. * James 
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James de la Berne* through whofe.prudcnce aad 
valour this good fortune had befallen him. He Y 
appointed him commander in chief of his chival- 
ry, and prefident of his council. The lord of > 
Milan confidered how he fhould a& towards the 
prifoners; and, as he was anxious to free his 
country of them, he behaved in the moft cour- 
teous manner, giving to every gentleman a horie r 
and to the infantry one florin each, befides their 
liberty, free of ranibm ; but he made them all take 
an oath that they would never more bear arms 
againft him. 

T^us did this army return defeated from Lorn* 
tardy and Piedmont, tp Savoy and Dauphiny ; 
but they were in the utmoft diftrefs, for th* in- 
clofed towns refufed them admittance, and the' 
gates of all caftles were fhut againft them. They 
Had foon fpent their florins, and it was - agcefiaryv 
for them to work or ftarvc. Some {hewed com- 
panion, and gave them money; but others, on 
the contrary, laughed at and abufed them, fay- 
ing; ' Go, go feek your count d'Armagnac, who 
has burft himfelf by drinking at a fountain near 
Alexandria/, 

They were ftill worfe off when they came to. 
the rivers Rhone and Saone, which they thought 
to crofe without moleftation ; but it was otherwife, 
for the king had commanded all the bridges and 
fords to be guarded againft them. They fell now 
into the grcateft poverty, and were nfcver after 
able to unite together. 
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Thus wit tfre armament of cowii Jetm -4 9 Ari 
magnac deftroyed, and his fitter renaainpc} 11% ffti» 
fame diftrefsful ftate as before. The ktfd ft£M9#|^ 
ordered the body of the count d' A«&4gtt?c - g§ b^ \ 
embalmed, put into a coffin, and efcorted, by ft! 
bifhop of his country and fuch of h,i$ rela^ioH3, ?§ : 
had remained to his brother fur Bernard 4' A*«Mg* ' 
nac, who was much concerned at the B^ela^cbpJy- 
event, but could not any way remedy it* Th«£ 
count d'Armagnac was buried in the cath^d?<4 
church of Rodez, where he Iks, 



X 



CHAP, XXV. 

THE KING OF ENGLAND IS AVXIOUS TO ftfA$9 
A PEACE WITH PRANCE.-— T#E 9V&?. O* 
GLOUCESTER THROWS OBSTACLE* IN; THf 
WAY.-^SIR PETER DE CRAQN, FOR&fEJU-Y THfc 
FAVOURITE OF KING CHARTS AND HIS BRO~ 
THER THE DUKE OF TQU^AIN^ INCURfj 
THEIR HATRED, AND TAKES REFUQE WIT^ 
' THE DUKE OF BR|f TANY. 

OIR Thomas Percy, as you haw heard, was Jfenf 
*** by the king of England to propofe a (r^a$y of 
peace to the court of France, for king Richard \ym 
very defirous to accomplish it. Two of &s uiw 
cles, the dukes of Lancafter and York* wcr* of 
his opinions but his other uncle, Thomas of 
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Woodftock> duke of Glocefter, earl of Efiex and 
Buckingham, and conftable of England, would 
no way Hften to it ; telling his friends fecrctly, 
that he would never agree to any peace with 
France, whatever negotiations might be taken in 
hand on the fubjeft, if it were not an honourable 
one; that all the towns, caftles and lordfhips 
which were yielded to England, but had fince 
been>fraudulently taken back mutt be rcftored, and 
the fum of 1400,000 francs, which had remained 
unpaid by the French when they began the war, 
muft alfo be paid down. He declared, that as 
long as he lived he fhould never change thefe fen- 
timents ; in which he was joined by many of the 
barons of England, particularly the earl of Arundel, 
who privately faid the duke of Glocefter was in 
(the right, though they diflembled their .opinions ip 
public from feeing how much the king of Eng- 
land was bent upon peace. 

The poorer knights and archers were of courle 
for war, as their fole livelihood depended upon it. 
When thefe things are confidered, and the claims 
of the French, it will be very clear nothing like 
peace could be concluded. The French demanded 
to have Calais deftroyed, and pofleflion given them 
of the.lordfhipsofGuines, Hames, Merle and Oye, 
yrith tfye lapds of Frctin and the dependancies 
of Guines as far as the river that runs by Grave- 
Jines. True it is, the king of France and his 
commiffioners were willing to give up to the 
king of England and his heirs as many lands in 
Aouitaine of equal or more value as to revenue 
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than thofe they demanded j but the duke of Glo 
cefter made too firm an oppofuion to this article, 
frying* — c The French wilh to pay us back with 
our own lands j for we have the charter of king 
John, fealed by him and his children, which gives 
up to us the whole of Aquitaine in fee fimple. 
Whatever they have taken from it (face, has been 
a fraud and a robbery * and their whole attempt, 
night and day, is to deceive us. Should Calais 
and the lands they require be given up to them, 
they will be lords of the fea and attack our coafts. 
Never, therefore, fo long as I Ky$> will I content 
to peace with France on thefe terms/ 

At the time I am now fpeaking of, a knight 
of noble extra&ion, from Anjou and Brittany, 
was greatly in favour widi the king of prance, as 
well as with his brother the duke of Touraine. His 
name was fir Peter de Craon, and of fuch power 
that nothing was done but with his advice. He 
had been favourite of the late duke of Anjou, 
king of Sicily, and was immenfely rich, which - 
had given rife to many fcandalous reports againft 
him ; for it was currendy faid in France, that he 
had robbed the duke of Anjou. This caufed 
him to avoid the prefence of the young king of 
Sicily and the queen his mother ; but he had ma- 
naged to acquire the affe&ions of the king of 
France and the duke of Touraine. 

The conftable, fir Oliver de Cliffon, was like- 
wife in high favour with the king and his brother 
for the meritorious fervices he had done them in 
arms, and his brilliant aftions during the reign of , 

the 
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the late king. Sir Oliver's daughter was married 
gs you have heard, to John of Brittany, brother 
to the queen-dowager of Sicily ; and this marriage 
had forely difpleafed the duke of Brittany* who 
mortally hated the conftable, confidering both him 
and John of Brittany as his fecret enemies. He 
had often repented not having put the conftable 
to death when he had him in his cattle of Er- 
mine. 

Sir Peter de Craon was a favourite with the duke 
of Brittany, being alfo his coufin, and, during 
the reign of his power with the king of France 
and the duke of Touraine, would willingly, had 
he been able, have caufed a quarrel between them 
and the conftable. Thus envies and jealoufies, 
which have always underhand ruled in France, con- 
tinue to aft until they bring their favourites to an 
unfortunate end. 

The conftable of France had been (6 loyal in 
his whole conduft towards the crown, that he was 
beloved by all except the duke of Burgundy; 
and the hatred he bore him originated in the du- 
chefs, who was a lady of a high fpirit, and too 
nearly related to the duke of Brittany to love the 
conftable : befides, (he continued the affeftion of 
her father to all whom he loved, and hated thofc 
he had hated ; fuch was her temper. Sir Peter 
de Craon, who at this time refided at the court 
of France with the duke of Touraine, kept up 
a frequent correfpondence with the duke of 
IJrittany, they writing, in the moft friendly man- 
ner 
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^er, to each other concerning the ffct€ of the*? 
affairs, 

I m$ unabk to <Iefcribe the exaft grounds <?f 
thfij correfpon4ence $ but I, John Froiffaf t, author 
pf ftis hiftory, during the tim? of my refidercc 
H. Paris, (which was when fir Peter de £raon 
made the (frring attack, in the night-time, on £f 
conftable, who narrowly efcaped death, as I fli$U 
relate), feeing public affairs likely to be much 
troubled and turn out unfortunate, made many and 
frequent inquiries why fir Peter d? Craon had io 
Yery fuddenly loft the affe&ions and favour of the 
Jung and the duke of Touraine. I h^d fo often 
demanded the caufe from thofe who qught to be 
acquainted with it, that at laft I hpard the truth, 
of what was commonly believed to have occafioned 
jt. He was under the difpleafure of the duke of Tou- 
raine, for having revealed fecrets intruded to hifl* 
by the duke to die duchefs ; and, if he did fo, 
he behaved fhamefulty. The di^ke wajs fo fopd of 
fir Peter de Craon that he made him his com? 
panion, dreffed him in the fame clothes as himfelf f 
and carried him wherever he went* intrufting hinjt 
with all his moft fecret thoughts. The duke, at 
the time young and amorous, much amufed him T 
felf with the company of ladies and damfels, and, 
as I heard, was particularly attached to a young 
frifky damfel * of Paris. His intrigue was known 
and his fecrets betrayed, to the great vexation of 
the duke, who could not accufe any other of 
haying done it but fir .Peter de Craon > for to 
him alone the duke had difcovered it, and had 
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le_4 him witfx him whefl he vifjted. fccretly thi$ 
iMpi^e young lady. 

Xhj? duke was much fmitten with her, and Jfjad 
proffered her, if fhe would confent to his wUhcs, 
one thoufand golden crowns * but fhe had refufed 
tlgiii, faying, « that her love for him was not os\ 
account of his. riches, but that his affe&ion had 
wpn hers ; and that fhe fcorned to fell her honour 
for gold/ The whole of this bufinefs was told, 
the duchefs, who fent for the young lady to her 
chamber. On her entering, {he called her by her 
name, and, with much anger, faid, c How is this ? 
do you feek to wrong me with my lord ?' The lady 
w^s thunderftruck, and, with tears replied, c Oh po, 
ipadam : pieafe God, I never will nor even thinly 
of Jt.' c It is not fo,' faid the duchefs ; c for, I 
am well informed, my lord and you love each 
other mutually i and the matter is fo far advanced, 
that at fuch a time and place he offered you a 
tho.yfan4 golden crown* to pofTefs you. You re^ 
fyfcd them, for which you behaved well, and this" 
time I forgive you $ but I caution ypu, if you 
value your life, not to have any further conversa- 
tion with my lord, but, through regard to me, 
fend him a difmiflal.' 

The young lady, finding herfelf juftly accufe^ 
qpd in fome danger, replied $ c Madam, I will free 
xnyfelf from him as foon as poflible, and hence- 
forth fo aft that you fhall never again hear any 
tiding difagreeable of me.' On this, the duchefs 
permitted her to depart, and fhe returned home. 
The duke, much in love, and ignorant of what 
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had paffed, went to die place where the lady re- 
fided ; but, on feeing him* fhe fled, and aftcd 
contrary to her ufual msviner, A^ewing diflike ra- 
ther than love ; for fhe was afraid to do otherwife, 
from the promifes fhe had made to the ducheft_ 
The duke, noticing fijeh a difference in his recep- 
tion, was very mel^Q^oly, and Would know 
cayfe of it. The young lady, with tears, faid, 
€ My lord, you have revealed to the duchefs the; 
ofier you once made me, or, if not yc^fc^f» 
fome one has done it for you : recolleft yourfelf^ 
for you are difcovered; Madame de Tourainer 
tojcj me of it herfel£ and frightened me exceed — 
iflgly 5 but fhe has tfiis time forgiven me, on con — 
tuition t^iat I promifed, on my oath, never agaiim 
to givp her caufe for jealoufy^ by any further 
converfation with yoy/ 

The duke was much vexed at hearing thi^ 
fpeech, and faid; c Fair lady, I fwear, on myr 
faith, that I would rather have loft one hundred 
thoufand francs, than hav$ betrayed you to the 
duchefs. Since you have given her a prpmift pi* 
oath, keep it; but, cqft wh# it may, I will find 
out who has dilcovered our fecrets,* He then 
went away, and, though he diflembled his agita- 
tion, he did not think the lefs concerning the 
caufe. In the evening, he came to the duchefs *s* " 
apartments and fupped, flawing her more affec- 
tion than he had hitherto done, infomuch that, bj^~ 
fair fpeeches and attentions, the duchefs difc 
vered the author of her information, concernin 
his intrigue, to be fir Peter de Craon. 
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The duke took no further notice of the matter, 
and, having palled the night, on the morrow, at 
nine o'clock, mounted his horfe, and went from 
the hotel de St. Pol to the Louvre* The king was 
going to hear mafs, and received his brother affec- 
tionately; but, perceiving from his manner that 
he was angered, he faid; € Fair brother, what 
ails you ? jou fecm much agitated/ € My lord, 
if- 1 am, I have good caufe for it.' c What is 
the matter ?* faid the king : ' we wilh to know 
it/ The duke, unwilling to hide his grief, told 
him, word for word, every thing that had paffed, 
complaining bitterly of fir Peter de Craon, and 
added ; € My lord, if it were not for the love I 
bear you* and for my own honour, I fwear on the 
faith I owe you I would have him flam/ c Dp 
no fuch thing/ faid the king : c we will order him, 
by our fpecial counfellors, to quit inftantly our 
palace, for that we have no further need of his 
Services ; and do you the fame on your part/ 
€ That I intended/ replied the duke of Touraine, 
who was fatisfied with what the king had faid* 

This fame day, fir Peter de Craon was told by 
the lord de la Riviere and fir John le Merrier, 
from the king, that he muft no longer refide in the 
palace, and inftantly feek other lodgings. At thf 
fame time, fir John de Bueil and lord d'Ervaux, 
4en£fdtal of Touraine, delivered him a fimilar 
meflage from the duke of Touraine. Sir Peter, 
feeing himfelf thus difmifled, was much afhamed 
and greatly angered : he could no way account 
for it, as the mefiengers had not declared to him 
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th« tatifc of his difgrace. Being defirtte tff ad- 
mittance t6 tht prefence of the duke, to 
from him how he hfcd angered him, he was told 
that neither the king nor the duke would hear 
thing he had to lay. When he found his difgrac 
was refolved on, he packed up all he wanted 
and fct out, much dejedted, from Paris, for 
caftle of his in Anjou, called Sable *• He re 
inained there fome time, but in very low fpirits 
from being driven from the palaces of France 
Touraine and Sicily. He therefore determine 
fince their gates were fhut againft him, that h 
would retire to the duke of Brittany, and relate t< 
him what had happened. 

This he executed, and met the duke at Vaunt! 
who received him kindly. He had already 
tthat had befallen him, and fir Peter again tol 
him every particular that had pafled, and that h 
was banifhed the cfairt of France. iThe duke cap^f 
Brittany, having heard his ftory, replied ; * 
Coufin, make yotirfelf eafy : it is the lord de Clitfb 
who has brewed this mifchief fot you/ Fron^^ 
this fpeech, a deadly hatred fprung, and grefcd 
increafed, as you will hear in the courfe of thC 
hiftory. Sir Peter de Craon lived fo long with th 
5uke of Britanny, that he was forgotten in Fraftce 
For the conftable and the king's council never pub 
ficly mentioned his name. They did not like th 
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* The caftles of Craon and Sable are ia Anjoti, tvro 
fiiftantfrom la Fleche. 
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duke of Brittany more for having invited and re- 
tairied him ; but the duke was indifferent td thS 
king of France's anger or loVe, and provided all 
his towns and caftles plentifully with ftores and 
provifion, plainly ihewing he cared not whether it 
was war or peace between him and France. 

Every thing he did was known to the king and 
his council ; and thofe moft in the king's favour 
thought him prefumptuous, and menaced him for 
nis conduft. The duke held their menaces cheap, 
and declared he would wage war on the count 
ae Penthievre in earneft, and on all his abettors, 
for he had juft caufe of quarrel. He faid ; € This 
count de Penthievre, our coufin, figns himfelf 
John of Brittany, as if he was our heir. Wfc 
have no obje&ion to his figning John, for that is 
his Uafhe, or coiiht de Penthievrd ; but we art 
refolved he (hall lay dofan the ermines, and tidfc 
himfelf John of Blois, or of Chatilloil, and beaf 
hone other arms but thofe : if he refufe, we will 
force him to do it, and take from him his lands, 
which he holds in vaffalage from us, With re- 
gard to the duchy of Brittdny, \c need riot think 
of that, for we have a fon and a daughter who 
are our heirs. Let him feek foriie other inherit* 
antic, for he will be difappointed in ours/ 

Such were the conVerfations of the duke with 
fir Peter de Craon, who, far from contradi&ing 
any of his future plans, rather urged him on, from 
hatred to die conftable and council of France. 
. We will now leave this fubjeft, and fpeak of a 

more 
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more melancholy one relative to the fount Guy de 
Blois, whom I have before mentioned in this hi& 
lory a6 my great patron and mbfati 



CHAP. XXVL 

THJS DEATH OF THE VOUNG COUKT LOUIS 
CHASTILLON, SON TO COUNT GUV DE BLOIS 
THE SUDDEN DEATH OF &ASTON COVNT DB 
FOIX* 

T HAVE already fpoken of the marnige that 
A took place between Louis de Chatillon, fon of 
the count de Blois, and the lady Mary, daughter 
of the duke of Berry, Iri the fcttiemerits of thui 
marriage, the duke managed well for his daughter* 
for ihe had a dower of fix thoufand livres, French 
money (which are well worth the fanie fum of 
francs, reckoning them as florins) aligned her on 
the county of Blois, fo that, if Ihe furvived her 
hufband, the county of Blois would be obliged to 
pay her this fum annually during her life. Now 
it fell out, that about Saint John Baptift's day, in 
the year of our Lord 139 1, the boy whom I have 
called Louis de Blois, fon to the count de Blois, 
left his father at the chateau des Moutils * f fitii- 



Les Moutils,— a village in the Blefois, diocefe* of Blob. 
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•ted in the county of Blois, and fct out for Hain- 
auk to vifit his mother and wife. Not long after 
his arrival, he was feized with a fever, for he had 
rode very hard, and the weather was hot : he was 
alfo of a tender age, being no more than fourteen 
years old, and, in fpite of the phyficians, he died, 
for they could not check the fever. His parents, 
you may fuppofe, were much grieved for the lofs 
of their heir, as was the young lady of Berry : 
Jhe loved him molt affectionately, and considered 
herfelf as nobly married. The count de Blois was 
uoeafy at the confequenccs, for his affairs were 
rather in confufion, and he knew the duke of Berry 
to be avaricious beyond meafure, who, in order 
to grafp at the dower of his daughter, would take 
pofieflkm of the county of Blois : he therefore 
waited the event in filence. 
- • Thus were the two daughters, Bona and Mary, 
widowed in the fame year. The eldeft was married 
to Amadcus count of Savoy, who died very fud- 
denly , and fo much was faid on the fubje& that 
fir Otho Grandfon was near being arretted for the 
fufpicions that were laid to his charge, and forced 
to quit Savoy, France and Germany, to fix his re- 
fidence in England. 

In this year, died likewife fuddcnly, the noble 
and gallant count de Foix. I will fay how it hap- 
pened. True it is, that of all the pleafures of this 
world he took moft delight in the chace, and was 
always well provided with hounds of all forts, 
having never lefs than fixtecn hundred. The count 
de Foix was at this feafon hunting in the foreft 
c£ Sauveterre, on the road to Pampeluna in Na- 
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varre, not far diftant from Orthes in Beam. The 
day he died, he had all the forenoon been hunting 
a bear, and it was late in the evening when he 
was taken and cut up. His attendants afked where 
he pleafed to have his dinner prepared : he faid, 
* At the inn of Rion, where we will dine, and in 
the cool of the evening ride to Orthes.* His 
orders were obeyed. The count with his coitipa- 
nions rode a foot's pace towards the village of 
Rion, and difmounted at the inn. The count 
went to his chamber, which he found ready 
ftrewed with rufhes and green leaves : the walls 
were hung with boughs newly cut for perfume and 
coolnefe, as the weather was marvelloufly hot, 
even for the month of Auguft. He had no fooner 
entered this room, than he faid, c Thefe greens 
are very agreeable to me, for the day has been 
defperately hot.' When feated, he converted 
with fir Efpain du Lyon on the dogs that had 
beft hunted ; during which converfation his baftard- 
fon fir Evan, and fir Peter Cabcftan entered the 
apartment, as the table had been there fpread. 
He called for water to wafh, and two fquires ad- 
vanced, Raymonet de Lafne and Raymonet de 
Copane : Ernaudon d'Efpaign took the filver ba- 
fon, and another knight, called fir Thibaut, the 
napkin. The count rofe from his feat, and 
ftretched out his hands to wafh ; but no fooner 
ha3 his fingers, that were handfome and long, 
touched the cold water, than he changed colour, 
from an oppreffion at his heart, and, his legs 
failing him, fell back on his feat, exclaiming, c I 
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ana a dead man: Lord God, have mercy on 
me !' 

He ae ver fpoke after this, though he did not 
knmediately die, but fuffered great pain. The 
knights prefent and his fon were much terrified : 
they carried him gendy in their arms to another 
chamber, and laid him on a bed, covering him 
^well, thinking he was only chilled. 

The two fquires who had brought water to wafh 
in the bafon, faid, to free themfelves from any 
charge of having poifoned him, c Here is the 
water : we have already drank of it, and will now 
again in your prefence/ which they did, to the 
fatisfaftion of all. 

They put into his mouth, bread, water, and 
ipices, with other comforting things, but to no 
purpofe ; for in lefs than half an hour he was dead; 
having furrendered his foul very quiedy. God, 
out of his grace, was merciful to him. 

You may imagine all prefent were exceedingly 
afflidted at what had happened : they fattened the 
door of the chamber, that his houfehold might 
not inftantly be made acquainted with his death. 
The knights, feeing fir Evan lamenting and 
wringing his hands, faid to him, — c Evan, the 
bufinefs is over: you have loft your father and 
lord. We know that he loved you in preference 
lo all others. Take care of yourfelf : mount your 
horfe, ride and gain pofleffion of the caftle of 
Orthes, and the treafure within it, before any one 
know of our lord's death.' 
Sir Evan made them a low reverence, and re- 

U £ plied i 



292 

plied ; c Gentlemen, I return you many thanks 
for the friendfhip you now fliew me : I truft I 
ihall not forget it * but tell me what are my lord's 
tokens, or I ihall not gain admittance into the 
caftle.' c You fay true/ anfwered the knights : 
c take them.* This he did. The tokens were a 
fmall golden ring the count wore on his finger, 
and a litde knife with which he fometimes cut his 
meat at table. Thefe were the tokens the porter 
of the caftle at Orthes, was acquainted with, and 
had he not fcen them he would never have opened 
die gate. 



CHAP. XXVII. 

sir evan de foix, ba$tard-son to the late: 
Count, intending to carry away pri 

yately the treasure of his father, i 
discovered by the townsmen of orthes 
who, however, promise every assistanc 
to him and to his brother that is no 
incompatible with the true heir toth 
count de foix, the viscount de chastel 

BON. 

CIR Evan de Foix left the inn at Rion with onl 
** two fcrvants, and rode in hafte to Orthes^ 
where nothing was known of the count** death— 
He patted through the greets without (peaking t 
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any one, or his errand being fufpefted, until he 
came to the caftle, and called to the ^porter. The 
porter faid, c What does my lord Evan Tfraar? 
Where is my lord ?' * He is at Rion,' anfwered 
the knight, f and has fent me to fcek for fomc 
things that are in his .chamber, and to return back 
to him. To convince you of what I fay, look 
here, there are his tokens, his ring and knife/ 
The porter, having eyed them through a window, 
knew them well and opened the wicket, through 
which fir Evan entered, and his fcrvants fed the 
horfcs to the liable. 

When fir Evan had pafied the gate, he told the 
porter to fatten it, which being done, he fei?ed 
the keys, and faid to him, c Thou art a dead 
man, if thou do not obey me.' The pprter was 
frightened, and alked the caufe. c My lord and 
father is dead/ faid the knight, c and I wtfh to 
gain pofleflion of his treafure before any one know 
of it/ The porter obeyed, as it was neceffary 
for him to do ; but he would indeed have pre- 
ferred that fir Evan fhould have the treafure to all 
other perfons. Sir Evan knew well enough where 
it was depofited, in the great tower, but he had 
three pair of ftrong doors to open, and with fepa- 
rate keys, before he could gain admittance. Thefe 
keys he was unable for fome time to find, as they 
were in a fmall long box of fine fteel, locked with 
a litde fteel key, which the count de Foix carried 
with him when he rode abroad ; and it was found 
hanging to a piece of filk which he wore over his 
fhiyt. The knights, who were watching the body 
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of the count at Rion, noticing this key, could not 
imagine the ufe of it 5 but the chaplain of the count* 
fir Nicholas de l'Efcalle, being prefent, knew it 
well. He had been much loved by the count, 
who intruded him with all his fecrets, and, whei* 
he had vifited his treafure, had never taken any one 
but his chaplain with him. On feeing the key, he 
faid j c Sir Evan will lofe his pains, for without 
this key he can never ^nter the treafury: this 
opens a fmall fteel calket ip which the other 
keys are.' 

The knights were voiced at hearing this, and 
faid ; c Carry it to him, fir Nicholas : you will 
aft well by fb during, for it is better fir Evati 
fhould gain the treafure than any other : he is a 
good knight, and our late lord loved him exceecf- 
ingly.' The chaplain anfwered* € Since you ad- 
yife me, I will cheerfully do it/ and, inftantly 
mounting his horfe, he haftened with the key to 
the caftle of Orthes, where fir Evan was very 
melancholy at not finding the keys, and at the 
impofiibility of forcing the locks of the doors, 
as they were very flxong, and "he had not any in- 
ftruments for the purpofe. While he was in thjs 
diftrefs, and fir Nicholas on the road to aflift him, 
it was known in Orthes (I know not whether by 
infpiration, or from women and fervants returning 
from Rion) that the count de Foix, their lord, was 
no more. 

This was very affiifting news, for the count was 
greatly beloved by all ranks. The whole town 
was iii motion, and met in the public fquare, 

where 
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where they converfed together oh the fubjeft. 
Some who had noticed fir Evan ride up the town, 
(aid ; c We faw fir Evan de Foix gallop towards 
the caftle, and he feemed much diftreffed.' Others 
replied; * Without doubt, what we have heard is 
true ; for it is not ufual for him to ride without 
his father.' 

As the men of Orthes were thus converfing and 
murmuring, the chaplain, fir Nicholas, fell into 
their hands. They furrounded him to inquire the 
news, and faid $ c Sir Nicholas, how fares my lord ? 
They tell us he is dead : is it true ?' * No* re- 
plied the chaplain : € he is not dead, but moft dan- 
geroufly ill ; and I am haftening to feek for fome 
things that may do him good, which I fhall return 
with to him/ On faying this, he pafled on to the 
caftle. Having gained admittance, fir Evan was 
rejoiced at his arrival, for without the fmall key he 
could never have entered the tower. 

I will fay how the townfmen behaved. They 
began to fufpedt the death of the count had been 
hid from them, and faid among themfelves ; c It is 
now night, and we hear nothing certain of our lord's 
health, from his officers or fecretaries. Sir Evan 
and his chaplain, who was his confidential fecre- 
tary, have entered the caftle : let us guard that 
place this night, and to-morrow we fhall have 
certain news. We will fend privately to Rion to 
inquire how things are; for we know that the 
greater part of our lord's treafure is in the caftle, 
and if he be robbed or defrauded of any part of it* 
we fhall be blamed. We muft therefore be on our 
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guard concerning what pafles. 9 f That is true/ 
replied others, who thought the advice good. 

They inftantly furrounded the caftle, and placed 
fufficient guards at all the gates of the town, fo 
that no one could enter or go out without per- 
million ; and this ftrid: watch they continued untij 
the morrow. The truth wa$ now known of the 
count's death, and cauftd the gr?atcft tribulation 
among the inhabitants of all deftriptions, for he 
was much beloved by his fubje&s. The guards 
were now doubled, and the principal townfmeq 
drew up before the caftle. 

When fir Evan de Foix; faw, from the caftle of 
Orthes, the manner in which the townfmen had 
drawn themfelves up, and that the death of the 
count was known to them, he faid to the chaplain* 
•— c Sir Nichols, I have failed in my attempt : 4 
can never go hence without leave of the inhabi- 
tants, for they know my father is dead^ and their 
numbers are every moment augmenting. I muft 
humble tnyfelf to them, for force will be of no 
avail/ c You fay w$U,* replied the chaplain $ 
c you will gain more by civil words than harih 
ones : go, and fpeak to them, but a& cau- 
tioufly.' 

Sir Evan went to a tower near, the gate, which 
had a window looking over the brieve to the fquarc 
where the townfmen were affembled, It was in 
this tower the lady Jane of Boulogne was brought 
up and educated, until fhe became duchefs of Berry^ 
as has been already noticed in this hiftory. 

Sir Evan opened the window of the tower, and 
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called to him fome of the principal inhabitants, 
who advanced on the bridge to hear what he had to 
fay. He thus addreffed them aloud, — c Good people 
of Orthis, I know but too well why you are thui 
affembled and forrowful : you have good caufe for 
it. I therefore mod earneftly entreat, for the love 
you bore my late lord and father, that you will 
not be difpleafed nor angered, if I have haftened 
to take poflcffkm of this caftle and what is con- 
tained within it, for I mean nothing but what is 
juft. You know the great affcftion my lord and 
father had for me, and that he would willingly 
have made me his hcjr r It has happened, by the 
will of God, that he died without having com- 
pleted any regulations for that effeft, which has 
thrown me upon you, with whom I was brought 
up and educated, a poor knight, baftard to the 
count de Foix. I therefore beg you would counfel 
m'e hotfto aft, and aflift me in this time of diftrefs. 
I pray God that you will have compaffion on me, 
as it will be an aft of charity s an I fhall open the 
caftle for your free admittance, as I never thought 
of doling jts gates againft you.' 

The chiefs among the townfmen anfwered,— '*• 
* Sir Evan, you have well fpoken, and to the pur- 
pofe, and we are fatisfied. We therefore fay, that 
you fhall live among us > and it is our intention 
that you keep this caftle, and all that is within it, 
which we will aid you to defend. Should the vif- 
count de Chatelbon, your coufin, who is heir to 
the territory of Beam, and the neareft relation to 

our 
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our late lord, your father, claim any thing, belong- 
ing to this caftle, we will ftrenuoufly defend you 
and yotir brother, fir Gracien, in your rights* Bu* 
we fuppofe, that when the king of France was laft 
at Toijloufe, and our lord, your father, waited on 
him, fome regulations were made refpe&ing thefc 
matters 5 and your coufin, fir Roger d'Efpaign, 
ought to know all die circuraftances relative to 
them. We will write, to inform him of the death 
of our lord, and to invite him hither, to give us his 
advice, as well on the ftate of Beam and Foix, 
which may fall to ruin^ as relpefting the moveables 
and funeral of our lord* What we have now &id* 
we promife you moft faithfully and loyally to ob- 
ferve.' 

Sir Evan was well fatisfied, with this fpee.ch,and 
threw open the gates of the caftle for all to entes 
who plcafed. Many did fo> examined it well, and 
placed fufficient guards to defend it. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

THE CORPSE OF THE COUNT DE FOIX IS BROUGHT 
FROM RION TO ORTHES.— -THE KINO OF FRANCE 
S£NDS*THE BISHOP OF NOYON AND THE LORD 
DE LA RIVIERE INTO THE COUNTY OF FOIX, TO 
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS, ACCORDING TO THE 
DECREE OF THE COUNCIL. 

/ TpHIS fame day, the body of the count dc 
Foix was put into a coffin, and brought to 
Orth£s. The inhabitants, men, women and chil- 
dren, who went to meet it, wept moft bitterly, re- 
membering his valour, prudence and generality* 
and the happinefs they had enjoyed during the 
whole of his reign ; for there was neither Englifh- 
man nor Frenchman who dared to anger him. 
They faid, — c Our neighbours will now make war 
on us who have hitherto lived in peace, and we 
fhall inhabit a land of mifery and flavery. No 
one will now attend to or defend our rights. Ah, 
Gafton ! fair child, why didft thou anger thy fa- 
ther? If thou hadft remained to us, whofe youth 
promifed fo much, we fhould be comforted j but 
we loft thee when too young, and thy father has 
lived too fhort a time. He was but fixty-threc 
years old, and that is no great age for fuch a hand- 
fome and healthy prince, and one who had every 
comfort about him. Ah, defolated and comfort- 
lefs Beam ! now thou haft loft thy prince, what 
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will become of thee ?_ Never fhalt thou have an 
equal to the gallant and noble Gallon/ 

With fuch lamentations was the body of the 
noble count carried through Orthes, attended by the 
following knights : firft, the vifcount dc Bruniguel 
and the lord de Copane, then fir Roger d'Efpaign 
and the lord de Laifne, fir Raymond de la Motte 
and the lord de Bcfaeh, fir Menaut de Noailles and 
fir Richard de Saint George, Sir Evan de Foix 
walked in the rear, attended by the lord de Coralfe* 
the lord de Barentin, the lord de Baruge> the lord 
de Quer, and upwards of fixty knights of Beam, 
who had haftened to Rion on hearing the melan- 
choly news of their lord's death. 

The body of the count was borne, with his face 
uncovered, to the church of the Cordeliers in 
Orthes, where it was opened, embalmed, and 
put into a leaden coffin, and left in that Hate until 
the day of its interment, Jt w$s handfomely 
watched; for there were continually burning 
around it, night and day, twenty^foiff large wax 
tapers, which were held by as many varlets : 
twenty-four being employed on this fervice during 
the day, and the like number of others during the 
night. 

The death of the count de Foix was now public? 
in various places, and more were forry than re- 
joiced; for he had made, in his lifetime, innu- 
merably valuable gifts, and was beloved by all who 
were acquainted with him. Even pope Clement 
fhewed much concern on hearing it, notwith- 
ftanding the difficulties the count had, for a long 
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time, thrown in the Way of the marriage of his 
CQufin, the lady Jane of Boulogne, now ducheii 
of Berry. . 

The bifliop of Pamiers was at this time refident 
at Avignon ; for he was afraid of living in his dio- 
cefe, from the hatred the count de Foix bore him. 
Although they were relations, and the count had 
made him a bilhop, he incurred the count's dif- 
grace, from his attempts to extend his jurifdi£Hon, 
to the prejudice of the count. The pope fent for 
him to the palace, and faid, ' Bifliop of Pamiers, 
your peace is made : the count de Foix is dead/ 
The bifliop was well plcafed to hear it, and, in a 
few days, fet out from Avignon, for his bifhoprick 
in the county of Foix. 

When intelligence of the count's death was car- 
ried to the court of France, the king, his brother 
and the duke of Bourbon, were grieved thereat, 
for his many good qualities. The council ad- 
drcflcd the king : c Sire, the county of Foix is 
now yours by lawful fucceffionj for, fince the 
count has died, without leaving any heirs by mar- 
riage, no one can difpute your claim. This is un~ 
derftood by the landholders of Foix. There is 
alfo another circumftance which adds to your 
claim, you have lent on mortgage of that county 
fifty thoufand francs, fend and take pofleffion for 
payment, and hold it as your legal inheritance : 
thofe of the county defire nothing more eagerly 
than to be uhder your government. It is a fair 
pofleffion, and comes very opportunely, for it 
feordcxs Qn Catalonia and Arragon ; and if, in time 
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to. come, you lhould be at war with the king of 
Arragon, the county of Foix will be a good 
frontier j for it has many caftles and forts which 
may be very advantageoufly garrifoned with men 
at arms.' 

The king liftened with pleafure to this fpeech, 
and, agreeing with his council, faid, c See whom 
we (hall fend thither.' They refolved on the lord 
de la Riviere, becaufe he had formerly been there, 
and determined that he ftiould be accompanied by 
the bifhop of Noyon. Thefe two lords, on hear- 
ing of their embafly, made very handfome prepa- 
rations, but did not immediately fet out. When 
they did, they travelled (lowly and at their leifurc, 
taking the road through Avignon. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

THE VISCOUNT DE CHASTEL-BON, HEIR TO THE 
COUNT DE FOIX, ATTENDS HIS FUNERAL AT 

ORTHES. HE IS ADVISED TO SEND TO THE 

BEFORE-NAMED COMMISSIONERS FROM FRANCE, 
TO DEMAND POSSESSION OF THE SUCCESSION 
WHICH HAD FALLEN TO HIM BY THE DEATH 
OF THE COUNT DE FOIX: HE AFTERWARDS 
SENDS, TO THE SAME PURPORT, TO THE 
KING OF FRANCE. 

/ TpHE death of the count de Foix was fignified 

■*• to the vifcount de Chatel-bon in Arragon. 

He inftantly fet out for Beam, and arrived at 

OrtheSi 
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Orthes j but, though the inhabitants made him 
very welcome, they did not acknowledge him for 
their lord. They faid, c they were but a part of 
the country ; and that it would be neceflary for all 
the barons, prelates, and citizens of the principal 
towns to aflemble and confider of the bufinefs ; 
that Beam was an independent territory, and thofe 
lords who refided in it would never confent that 
it fhould pay homage to any one.' 

It was now determined to perform the obfequies 
of the count de Foix, and then to fummon all 
the barons of Beam and Foix $ that all who pleafed 
might attend and deliberate how to aft, on the 
prefent occafion, in the choice of a lord. The 
barons, prelates and chief citizens of Beam and 
Foix were invited to the funeral of the count. 
Thofe from Beam camcj but the Foixiens re- 
futed, faying they fhould ftay at home to guard 
and defend their country until the matter of fuc- 
ceffion were determined, for they had heard the 
king of France laid claim to it. The bi(hop of 
Pamiers, notwithftanding this, being a relation 
and invited, went to Orthes in handfome ftate, be- 
coming his rank. 

Great were the numbers who attended the fu- 
neral of Gafton count de Foix, the laft of the 
-same, in the church of the cordelier friars of 
Orthes, on a Monday, the 1 2th day of Oftober, 
in the year of our Lord 139 t. In addition to the 
barons and knights, there were three bifhops : firft 
the bilhop of Pamiers, who faid mafs and per- 
formed 
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formed the fervicc j then the biihops of Lcfcar 
and Oleron. The church was fplcndidly illu* ; 
minatcd, and, during mafs, four knights difplayed, > 
in front of the altar, the emblazoned banners of 
Foix and Beam. The firft was fupported by fir ; 
Raymond de Chatelneuf, the fccond by fir EfpaigR ? 
du Lyon, the third by fir Peter dc Quer, and the - 
fourth by fir Menaut de Noaillcs, * 

Sir Roger d'Efpaign made the offering of ht$ 
fword, fupported by the bourg de Copane* and 
fir Peter Andrew de Beam, governor of Lourdf* 
The vifcount de Bruniquel offered the fhield, fup* 
-ported by fir John de Chitelncuf and John 4c 
Chantiron. The helmet was offered by the l$rd 
Valentin de Beam, fupported by fir Arnold de 
Roftem, and Arnold de Sainte Colombe. The 
war-horfe was offered by the lord dc Corafie, fup- 
ported by fir Arnauton d'Efpaign and Raytnoanct 
dc Copane, 

Every part of the obfequies was rnoft honour* 
ably and magnificently performed according to 
the cuftom N of the country. Sir- Evan and fir 
Gracien de Foix, the two baftard-fons of the 
count, were prefent, as were the vifcount de Ch£-< 
telbon, all the barons from Beam, and fome from 
Foix; but the laft, as foon as the fervicc Wa$ 
ended, mounted their horfes, and went to dine at 
Heritiel, two leagues diftant from Orthes. 
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* The family of Copane is known at this day under dp 
name of Caupenne. The cattle of Caupennc is near Bayonn*. 

— Note by the marquis de Sj. 
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Very early qn the morrow, the bifhop of Pa- 
tniers took his departure, refufing to aflift at the 
.taflembly of the barpns of Beam, which was fixed 
* -/or that day.. As foon as the obfequies had been 
performed, the body of the count de Foix was 
-taken from the leaden coffin, enwrapped with a 
I -aiew and handibme waxed cloth, and buried in 
% fiont of the grand altar, in the choir of the church 
t of the Cordeliers. Of him there is an end: God 
\ f yardon his fins ! 
*- I will now fay what was done at this great meet- 
jing of prelates, barons, knights and principal ci- 
> jjfcizens of Beam, at Orthes. I imagine, from the 
« Information I received, the vifcount de Chateau* 
• thon was addreffed nearly as follows : c My lord, 
we know well that, from your relationfhip to our 
' late much honoured lord, whofe foul God pardon ! 
. /you are entitled to fucceed to all his inheritances, 
as well in Beam as in Foix ; but at this . moment 
*re dare not acknowledge you as our lord, left we 
be guilty of great imprudence, and hazard this 
country of Beam in a dangerous war; for we have 
£eard that the king of France, who is our good 
neighbour, and very powerful, has ordered hither 
ibme of liis council : we know not, nor fhall we 
learn until they arrive and tell us, on what caufe 
they are fent. You are not ignorant, any more 
than ourfelves, that our late lord, whom God for- 
give ! was laft year with the king of France at 
Touloufe, when they had many fecret conferences $ 
and the objedl of thefe muft be explained, for, 
ihould he have figned and fealed any transfer of 
Vojl. X. X Foix 
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Foix and Beam, the king of France will think 
himfeif juftified to poffefs them by force. We 
therefore muft know the terms of fuch treaties, if 
they exift, for we areotherwife fituated than Foix. 
Ours is a free country, which owes neither homage 
nor fervitude to any one ; whereas the county of 
Foix is a tenure from the king of France, and the 
Foixiens are fo attached to France, that they will 
cheerfully acknowledge that king for its lord : in- 
deed, they already fay, that fince the count de Foix 
has deceafed without heir-male by legal marriage* 
that county naturally falls to the king of France, 
its lord paramount. My lord, you know we ihaU 
maintain our rights, and that we will not Itirrendcr 
them to any lord, whether the king of France or 
you. We recommend, therefore, that in this bn* 
finefs you take the lead, by treaty cr otherwife/ 

The vifcount replied, — c And how would you 
advife me to aft ? for I have declared my willing- 
nefs to follow every thing in reafon that you Qtsdl 
counfel me.* c My lord,' faid they, ( we think 
you fhould defire your coufin fir Roger d'Efpaign, 
who is here prefent, to accompany you at your crt- 
penfe to the county of Foix, to negotiate with the 
barons, prelates and principal inhabitants. If yau 
fucceed in prevailing on them to. accept you for 
lord, or to keep fecret their intentions until yau 
/hall have gained over the king of France by 
means of a compofition in money, that the inhe- 
ritance may be yours, you will have done well. 
Have an interview with the commiflioners fent by • 
the king of France to Foix, and offer one or even 
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.two hundred thou&ftd francs, you will find it cheaply- 
bought, and have more than enough to pay it 
from the treafure our late lord (whofe foul may 
<Jod pardon!) has left behind him. But we are 
rcfoived that his two baftard-fons fhall have a 
handfome (hare of his landed property, and of the 
«ady money.' 

The vifcount de Chateau- bon anfwered, — f G£n~ 
piemen, I confent to all your wi(hcs. Here is fir 
Roger d'Efpaign, and in your prefence I entreat 
that he will accompany me on this journey.' Sir 
Roger faid, he would cheerfully do fo, as he might 
mediate between them $ but if the king of France, 
Jiis fovereign lord, or his commiflioners, fhould re- 
quire him to be of their party, or wifh him to re- 
tire, he fhould then return. The vifcount was fa- 
. tjsficd with this anfwer, and faid, — c I will neve^ 
1&j <roufin, but by your advice; and, when you 
ATP by niy fide, I ljh$41 be more encouraged and the 
hooper accomplish my ends.' On this^ the meet- 
iag was oa the point of .being diffolved, when the* 
vifcount requested that he might have, by way of 
loan, five or fix thoufand francs from the trcafury, 
to<arry on his affairs. The two baftards likewife 
put io their claims, and defired they might have a 
iharc of the money of their father which the men 
of Ortnes had now under their guard. 

The barons, prekte$ and citizens, having con- 
Udered thefe demands, agreed that the vifcount 
ihould have five thoufand francs, on the terms he 
had propofed> and the two baftards of Foix two 
.thoN&pd. Orders were accordingly given for their 
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delivery. This was complied with, and the trea- 
furcrs fummoned to pay it. Not one perfon who 
had any office under the late count was difmiffed ; 
but the guard of the cattle of Orthes, and all 
within it, was given to the inhabitants of the 
town. 

The vifcount de Chateau-bon, on his arrival at 
Orthes, fet at liberty all prifoners confined in the 
cattle. They were very numerous -, for the count 
dc Foix was very cruel to any perfon who incurred 
his indignation, never fparing them, however high 
their rank, but ordering them to be thrown over 
the walls, or confined on bread and water during 
his pleafure ; and fuch as ventured to fpeak for 
their deliverance ran rifks of fimilar treatment. 
It is a well-known fad, that he confined, in la deep 
dungeon, his coufin-german, this vifcount de 
Chateau-bon, during eight days; and he would 
not give Him his liberty until he had paid down 
forty thoufand francs. Since that time, he bore 
him fuch a hatred, that he' dared not appear be- 
fore him ; and, had the count lived two years 
longer, the vifcount de Chateau-bon would never 
have inherited his poffeffions in Foix and Beam. 

Thofe who had attended this meeting at Orthes 
now feparated, to return to their homes, leaving 
the vifcount to the care of his own affairs. He 
was not idle, but colle&ed about his perfon thole 
knights and fquires he thought attached to him, 
and left Orthes with an attendance of two hun- 
. drcd horfe. He went to Morlaas, a good town 
and well inclofed: it is the laft in Beam, on the 
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fide of Bigorre, four leagues from Pau, and fix 
from Tarbes. 

On the morrow, as he was preparing to fet out 
for Saint Gaudens, another good town at die en- 
trance of Foix, on the Garonne, news was brdught 
him that the bifliop of Noyon and fir Bureau de la 
Riviere were arrived in great ftate at Touloufe. 
The vifcount dc Chateau-bon afked fir Roger 
d'Efpaign how he fhould a£t. Sir Roger replied, 
— - c Since we have now heard of them, we will re- 
ipain and obferve how they proceed. In a fcyr 
days, they will make us acquainted with their in- 
tentions.' 

This advice of fir Roger was followed : indeed 
it would have been ufelefs to have advanced fur- 
ther into Foix, for all the . chief towns, caftles, 
and pafles over the river Garonne, were (but againft 
t^hem, fuch as Palaminich, Cadres, Montefquieu, 
Carthas, Ortingas, Sofia, the city of Pamiers, the 
caftle of which was under the guard of the towns- 
men, Savredun, Montant, Mazeres, Vefpuis, and 
all the caftles on the frontier of Arragon. The in- 
habitants of Foix declared that no foreign power, 
of men at arms, lhould enter their country, until 
the right of fucceflion was eftablifhed : they, how- 
ever, Ihewed a 'great inclination that France lhould 
have their country, and that it lhould be governed 
by a fenefchal, like Touloufe, Carcaffone and Beau- 
caire ; but it happened otherwife, as I lhall Ihortly 
relate. 

When the commifiioners from France arrived at 
Touloufe, they fought intelligence from the arch- 
XT 3 bifhop, 
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bifhop, the fenefeHals of £oix and Tduloufe, who 
told them enough ; for the two laft hadj from the 
great love they boh? the late count de Fotx> l*ith 
many of the principal perftms in Touloufe, attend- 
ed his funeral at Orthis. They had, when there* 
inquired irittf the ftate and difpofitiori of the court- 
try, from fuch as they imagined could inform them. 
Upon hearing theif report, the bifhop of Noyon 
and lord cfe la Riviere confuked together, and 
determined' to fetid for fir Roger d'Efpaign, for he 
was' liege man to the king of France, his officer* 
and f£n£fchal of Carcaffbnej and keep him with 
them fhould there be occafion. According to this 
plan, they fent off an honourable fquire, with let- 
ters fealed to fir Roger. He left Touloufe, think- 
ing to meet fir Roger at Montreal or at Saint 
Gaudens, with the vifeourtt de Ghateau-bon ; for 
he had heard they had left Morkas on their road to 
enter Foix. 

The fquire followed the road to Saint Gaudens, 
and foon arrived there, as the diftance was not more 
than twelve leagues. He prefented the letters) to 
fir Roger, telling him at the fame time from whom 
they came. Sir Roger, having read them, faid,— 
' You will flay hereto-day : to-morrow you fhall 
return, and I hope have company with you.' The 
fquire affented to this. 

The vifcount and fir Roger had a long confer- 
ence on the fubjeft of thefe letters, and- it was con- 
cluded that fir Roger fhould wait on the commif- 
fioners at Touloufe, when he would hear what was 
the objedt of their coming, and what their inten- 
tions. 
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tions. On the morrow the knight, in company 
with the fquire who had brought the letters, fet out 
for Tauloufe, and they continued their journey until 
they arrived there in the evening, when fir Roger 
retired to his lodgings, and the fquire to his mas- 
ters. On learning that the knight was arrived* 
the commiffioners.faid, c Since fir Roger d'EUpaigft 
ia come in perfon, to-morrow we fliaU "have fonw 
iatelligence.' The next day, after utafs, fir Roger 
waited on the bifliop of Noyon and the lord ds ta 
Riviere, who kindly received him. After Joma 
converfation on different fubjedte, they told him tihe 
caufe of their coming, and fhewed the king's pro- 
curadon, for them to take poflelfion, in his nacae, 
of the county of Foix. Sir Roger pbferved their 
papers and credential letters were properly droya 
up, and, after a fhort paufe, he replied ; c My lord 
of Noyon, and you my lord de la Riviere, I am not 
fuch an intimate counfellor of the king as ye are, 
for, if I were, I would (under your favour) advife 
him to take the money, and indeed fomewhat more 
than what he has, on mortgage on this county, ad- 
vanced to the late count, and to be repaid on hi*, 
death, and let the natural heir fucceed to his inhe- 
ritances. This would be, in my mind, greatly tcr 
his honour and profit, and to the falvation of his 
foul, I will give you other fubftantial reafons why 
this fhould be done, if you will liften to me. Firft, 
it is well known that this mortgage was fraudu- 
lently made by the late count, fox he abounded in 
money \ and was in this matter actuated folely by 
his hatred to the true heir, the vifcount de Ch*U 
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tcau-bon, whom he thought he could: never fuffi- 
ciently injure. The king may therefore, if he 
confent to it, be implicated in this difgracaful 
tranfedion. Secondly, by following my advice y 
the king will be a gainer $ for the county of Fobs 
will coft him full as much to guard and defend a» 
his receivers can collect from it,, and he will, be- 
fide, lofe the homage and fervice of a powerful 
riian. Thirdly f he will heavily load his coafciencc 
by thus difinheriting another ? for if he had meant 
to a£t juftly in fuch a bargain and fale, he ought 
to have called upon all the relations of the late 
count, who had the remoteft claims on his fuc- 
ceffion, to oppofe this ad, if they (hould have 
thought it necefiary, which, was not done. Con-: 
fider, therefore,/ my lords, you who have fo good 
underftandings, and are come hither as thofe moft 
looked up to in the king's council, all that I have 
laid, before you approve yourfeives abettors of 
frauds, which muft affeft the confeience of the 
king, for on you will the whole blame be thrown, 
and, before it be too late, apply a remedy. Yoi* 
have now time, for my coufin, the vifcoimt dc 
Ghateau-bon, has fent me to remonftrate with, 
you on this bufinefs ; and he, as well as myfelf^ 
beg you will pay attention to our complaints -, for 
it is not juft to feize all that ftrcngth and power 
may enable you to do.' 

When fir Roger had done fpeaking, the brilhop 
of Noyon and the lord de la Riviere looked at 
each other ; and the bifhop thus replied, — € Sir 
Roger, we arc convinced the propofition you have 

made 
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made us is caufcd by your love of juftice ; but 
, our commiflion does not extend to annihilate the 
bargains which may have been made between the 
king of France and the count de Foix. How- 
ever, from confideration and love to you, and for 
the fatisfa&fon of all parties, we will not proceed 
further in the bufinefs, if you will undertake a 
journey to Paris, and make to the king and council 
What remonftrances you may pleafe relative to it. 
If you can by your eloquence prevail, that the 
fucceflion of Foix devolve to the vifcount de Cha- 
teau- bon, who is indeed, as you fay, the legal 
heir, we fhall be right glad, for we are no way 
inclined to difinherit him.' c My lords,' replied 
fir Roger, { you make me very happy by what 
you fay : remain, therefore, and amufe yourfelves 
in Touloufe during my abfence, for all your ex- 
penfes fhall be defrayed from the treafure in thj^ 
caftle of Orthes.' 

Thus did fir Roger d'Efpaign manage the mat- 
ter, during his flay of two days in Touloufe with 
the commiflioners from France : a better nego- 
tiator could not have been fent. On the third 
morning, when taking leave of them, he faid, — 
c My lords, fince I have begun this bufinefs, I fee 
the necefiity for my going to Paris, to bring it 
to a conclufion, but I know not in what difpofition 
I fhall find the king and his court. Should I ftay 
longer than I propofe, I beg you will not be un- 
eafy, for it will be the fault of thofe with whom 
I muft treat, if I do not very fpeedily return : 

in 
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in the mean time, you fhall conftantly receive 
meffengers with liters from me/ 

c Go, in God's name/ faid the two lords : c we 
know it will ntit be your fault if any delay happen/ 
Thus fatisfied with eiach other, "they feparated. 
The commiflioners remained at Touloiife, and fir 
Roger returned to the vifcouat de Chateau-bon at 
St. Gaudens, to tell him what had paffed. The 
vifcount was rejoiced on hearing it, and faid,— c Sir 
Roger, my fair coufin, I put my whole confidence 
in you, and the matter interefts me greatly ; for it 
is nothing lefs than whether I am or am not to have 
the property of my family* frotm whom I am 
fprung, and whofe arms I bear, I have none 
other but you to fend to France* nor any one on 
whom I can depend, to lay before the king and 
council the hardfhip of my cafe, with a force of 
floquence equal to the occafion. I therefore en- 
treat, from your affe&ion to me, and for the obli- 
gation I fhall ever be under to you, that you 
would undertake this journey/ • 

Sir Roger faid, — c I knew well that you would 
charge me with this bufinefs, and, from my love 
to you and our relationfliip, I will readily under- 
take it/ He was not long in making his prepara- 
tions to go to Paris, and took the road through 
Rodez, as being the fhorteft, for there was now a 
truce between France and England. Had it not 
been fo, this way would not have been the moft 
expedient ; for there were many forts on the bor- 
ders of Quercy, Rouergue and Limoufin, in the 
hands of the Englilh. 

We 
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V?<s will now ledve fir Roger to purfuc hb 
journey, and fpeak of the king of France and the 
duke of Brittany. 
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CHAP. XXX. 
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BRITTANY MEET AT TOURS, TO SETtL* 
THEIR DIFFERENCES.*— AMBASSADORS FROM 
ENGLAND COME THlTttiR ALSO TO NEGO- 
TIATE A PEACE. 
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*T^H£ great hatred which ifofefifted between the 
"*• duke of Brittany and fir OKver de Cliflbn* 
conftable of France, has been repeatedly toe%» 
tioned in this hiftoryi The duke, in addition to 
the ill will he bore him, was envious of the favpur 
he was in with the king of Ffance, and the opinion 
he had of his advice : he would willingly hive 
prevented or troubled this, if he had the power, 
and was not fearful of offending the king. This 
made him frequently repent that he had not put 
him to death when in his caftle of Ermine, for no 
one would have revenged it, and the matter would 
foon have been forgotten. 

The duke, on account of this hatred and envy 
of the conftable, was very backward in his duties 
to the crown of France, and* when he could, ab- 
folutely refufed paying them. He knew he was 
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a&ing improperly, but perfifted in this condutf, 
for he was too much inclined to England, and 
provided his caftlcs and towns with artillery and 
ftores, fending fecredy to England for men at arms 
and archers, whom he placed in his forts, giving 
it out that he was expe&ing war to be made on 
him, but his fubje&s could not guefs from what 
quarter. 

News of all that he was doing was carried to 
the court of France, and feveral fpoke loudly 
" againft him. The duke,, indeed, knew, that many 
of the French lords difliked him ; but he was in- 
different as to this, and continued to ad as be- 
fore, entrufting only the duchefs of Burgundy with 
the real ftate of his affairs and his intentions. He 
was right fo to do,, for he was by her ftrongly fup- 
ported. She had a great affeftion for the duke 
of Brittany, not only becaufe he was her relation, 
but her father, the late earl of Flanders, had been 
much attached to him, and comforted him m all 
his diftreffes. 

This duchefs of Burgundy was a determined 
lady, and the' duke, her hufband, would not wil- 
lingly have angered her, as was indeed natural ; 
for he had gained by his marriage with her im- 
menfe poffeflions, and was the father of many fine 
children, which bound him, as well as the whole 
royal family, the more to her. 

Thefe hatreds and jealoufies were daily in- 
creafing ; and although the duke of Brittany went 
to Paris, and paid his homage to the king, I will 

not 
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not pretend to fay that it was done from the heart, 
for on his return to Brittany, very little jchange 
was obfcrved in his condudt. He had alfo fworn 
obedience to the pope of Avignon, but afted con- 
trary to his fokmn pledge, for he difclaimed him 
by words, and would not allow his bulls to have 
<fft£t in his duchy. He was neuter between the 
two popes in many things, and difpofed of vacant 
benefices according to his pleafure; fo that no 
foreign clerk, unlefs he was perfeftly agreeable 
to the duke, could obtain any benefice in Brittany. 
And with regard to any writs, or law procefTes, 
which were fent thither from the parliament of 
Paris, he held them very cheap, and fecmed to 
€xpe& that his own officers fliould take the pre- 
cedence in ail fuch proceedings. 

The duke deprived even the prelates of Brit- 
tany of many of their rights, who, though they 
-made loud complaints of this to the parliament of 
Paris, could not obtain redrefs $ for when the duke 
was fummoncd to defend himfelf againft thefe 
charges in the courts of juftice, he never came 
nor fent any perfons fufficiendy authorifed to anfwer 
for him. When, by order of the parliament, the 
lung's officers were fent into Brittany to fervc the 
duke with writs of fummons, they never could 
ipeak with nor obtain a fight of Jiim, from dif- 
ferent excufcs he made ; but, when they had left 
his country and were returned to Paris, he faid,— - 
* Yes, to be fure I will go to Paris to hear law ! 
never will I do fuch a thing. Three years ago, I 

was 
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.was their for that pwpofe md £& obteif? juices 
&«: the laft I never coujd get. Qur judges of the 
parliament laurn it as jthey pfaafc ; and they uiuft: 
think me very young aj*d ignorant when they want 
thus to manage W, I wifh fto lei them kjiQw, 
that if all my fujbje&s v^eis unaQimdus i# t&£ 
fame opinions -with *ne, J woujd find *jfoe kingdom 
of France fo much employment th&t .the iBoijt 
obftinaie fhould Jiften tp reason* AJ1 whp ha4 
loyally and faithfully feryed fhould be reward 
.accordingly, and fuch 3$ had a&e$ $n oppofifie 
principles Should be punished 5 mi tjhofc who &-■■ 
matnded ju&ice {bwW.ilwe it. 1 

Such fpeeqhes, w.hteh were ofton repeated^ weiie 
carried to the French court j aod the king's 3Vpft 
confidential minifters fai§l, c This <}tfke of jSfiktflHy 
is fo prefumptuous and ohfti^e in hi? options 
that, if he be fuffqred to jgp pa wkh fuch <dif- 
courfes, ,the kingdom will £>e we^ke^d* fey .(^feer 
lords following his example, .and the rights .of -the 
crown by degrees may be loft.' It wa$ .t-lierefqce 
refolvcd, to obviate all difficulties, t*hat t-he du&e 
of Brittany fhould he. .civilly inyited to cocpe to 
Tours, where the king of France, from the affec- 
tion he bore him, would endeayour to give him 
the meeting, attended only by the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy, and the bifhops of Chores and 
Autun, members of his council, who were ex- 
prefsly named, as more in favour with the duke 
of Brittany than any other lords in France, except 
the lord de Coucy and the lord d'Eftampes. 

This 
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This plan being followed* the count d'Eftampes 
and fir Yves d'Orient were font into Brittany, 
where they had much difficulty to perfuade the 
duke to meet the king of France and his uncles 
at Tours. They difcuffed the matter fo ably, he 
at length faid, c that he would go to Tours j but 
they need not prefs him to prolong his journey, 
for further he would not go, neither would he fee 
his enemy, fir Oliver de Cliflbn, as he hated him 
mortally.' Thefc terms were complied with be- 
Sore he would confent to fet out for Tours. 

The two envoys returned to France to tell the 
king and his uncles their fuccefs with the duke 
iof Brittany. They appeared fatisfied therewith, 
lince they could not do better. The king and his 
lords began to make preparations for this journey 
So Tours on a large fcale ; for they imagined they 
Ihould remain there two or three months, as the 
treaties and negotiations which were to be pro- 
ofed would require much time before they could 
be concluded. 

The king of France, the duke of Touraine, the 
-duke of Berry, the duke of Burgundy, his fon 
John of Burgundy, the duke of Bourbon, the 
lord de Coucy, the count de la Marche, the count 
de Saint Pol, and the whole of their councils came 
to Tours, where lodgings had been provided for 
*hem. The conftable of France and his fon-in- 
law, John of Brittany, came thither from a dif- 
ferent quarter, as indeed they were nearly con- 
cerned in the matters then going forward. 

The 
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The duke of Brittany, after keeping them wait- 
ing a fortnight, at laft arrived. Some faid, that 
notwithftanding he had made them come there, 
he would not meet them j for he had lent twice 
or thrice to fay he was too ill to ride 5 but, hav- 
ing confidered the bufinefs, he at length came. 
His purveyances were grand, and he and his peo- 
ple were lodged at their eafe. 

[The negotiations inftantly began on both fides ; 
but as the days were now Ihort, it being the winter 
feafon, there could not be any long difcuffions be- 
fore dinner, which were renewed afterward until 
the evening. During the time thefe treaties were 
going forward at Tours, between the king of 
France and the duke of Brittany, which lafted 
good part of the winter, fir Roger d'Efpaign and 
fir d'Efpaign du Lyon arrived there from Touloufe 
dn a Wednefday, The city was fo full of lords 
and other company, that it was with much diffi- 
culty they could find lodgings: Having at laft 
obtained them, they waited on the king and his 
minifters, and explained, as eloquently as they 
were able, the caufe of their coming, and the cafe 
of the vifcount de Chateaubon, in regard to his 
claims on the county of Foix, and the honour of 
Beam.] The king and his council were fo fully 
occupied with the affairs of Brittany, which touched 
them more nearly, that they could not attend to 
other bufinefs. 

Sir Roger d'Efpaign was however well heard, 
though he had not a fpeedy anfwer : he remained 
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there upwards of two months, and was daily told 
his propofal fhould be cOnfidered, but the anfwer 
Was not given. There was another caulc of de- 
lay, during the king's refidcnce / at Tfctirs, that in- 
creafed the labour^ of his council $ for fir John 
Clanvow, cdtmfellor and chamberlain to the king 
of England, and Richard Rowhall, clerk, doftor 
of laws, and of the council of England, arrived 
there from king Richard, on the fubjeft of a peace 
which had been firft propofed by fir Thomas Percy 
and the lord de Clifford, fome time before at 
Paris, as you have heard. 

On their arrival, all other bufirtefs was laid 
afide, and they alone were attended to. It was 
told me, they had brought credential letters to 
the king, and the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, 
who heard what they had to fay. Their million 
was to know if the king of France and his council 
were willing to hold conferences at Amiens, as 
had been propofed, to endeavour to eftablilh a 
lafting peace between the two kingdoms and their 
allies. 

¥he king of France, who, from every appear- 
ance, feemed defirous of peace, anfwered in the 
affirmative, and faid, c that as foon as the bufinefs 
, between him and the duke of Brittany was finifhed, 
and he w&s returned from T.ours, he would not 
attend to any thing until, he arrived at Amiens, 
according to the former propofitions, and that he 
would wait there the arrival of the commiffioners 
from England, who fhould be made welcome with 
the beft cheer of the country.' 

Vol. X. Y The 
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The Engll(h were well pleafed with this anfwer, 
and ftaid five days at Tours, pafling their time 
with the king, the chief lords and the chancellor 
of France. Having accomplifhed the objeft of 
their coming, they took leave of the king and 
court. The king made them handfome prefents, 
for whicITthey returned thanks, and had all their 
cxpenfes, while at Tours, paid. 

During their ftay, they neither faw nor fpoke 
with the duke of Brittany, for they were anxious 
to avoid giving the French any caife of fufpicion 
of underhand dealing. They returned through 
Paris and Picardy to Calais, and, having a favour- 
able paflage, arrived at Dover, and thence jour- 
neyed to London, where they found the king and 
council affembled at Weftminfter, and related to 
them the anfwer they had received, and what ob- 
fervations they had made. The king and council 
were latisfied with what they heard, and gave 
orders refpedting the conferences to be holden at 
Amiens. 

We will now return to the ambafladors from 
Beam and Foix, 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

SI* RO&ER D'esPAIGN AND SIR fcSl>AIGN DU 

jLyon, ambassadors from the viscount 
be chastelbon, practise so successfully 
With the court of france, that he is 
Declared heir and successor to th£ 
count de foix by letters patent from 

TliE KING OF FRANCE. 

OIR Rogcf d'Efpaign and fir Efpaign du Lyon 
*** acquitted thcmfclvcs handfomcly and fuc- 
cefsfully, in fegard to the affaiirs of the vifcount 
de Chateaubon. They had many difficulties to 
overcome with the king and the court, more cf- 
j>ecially with the members of the privy council, 
who had advifed the king to annex the county of 
Foix to the crown of France, fince the inhabi- 
tants were defirous of it. The king was likewife 
"of this opinion, but the duke of Burgundy more 
wifely oppofed it, and recommended it to the king 
to do nothing more than receive back the money 
he had advanced, faying, f he had lands enough 
to guard without adding thefe, and difinheriting 
the lawful heir/ 

I believe the duke of Burgundy's advice wduld 
not have been attended to, if the duke of Berry 
had not taken up the matter. You have heard 
that formerly he had fent to the count de Foix the 
count de Sancerre, the vifcount d'Afly, fir Wil- 
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liam dc la Trimouttlc and the lord dc la Riviere, 
to treat for his marriage with the lady Jane of 
Boulogne, whom the count de Fpix had in ward. 

The count liftened to the propofals, but told 
the envoys that the duke of Berry fhould never 
have her for his wife if he did not give him thirty 
thoufand francs for the expenfes of her education, 
and this demand the duke paid, for he was deter- 
mined to have the lady. This he had not for- 
gotten, antf, fending for fir Roger d'Efpaign and 
fir Efpaign du Lyon to his chamber at Tours* (hut 
the door, and converfed with them in private* 
faying; c You -may, if you pleafe, fucceed in the 
objeft of your journey hither; but you muft firffc 
promife me, that I fhall be fully repaid the fum 
my treafurer gave the count de Foix whea I was 
married to my prefent duchefs. I have always de- 
termined, that if I furvived the count* this money 
fhould be paid me back/ 

The two knights, hearing the duke thus talk* 
looked at each other, but faid not a word. The 
duke added, — € My fair firs, it was for this- I 
wilhed to fpeak with you by ourfelves :. confult 
together on what I have told youj for* be aflured* 
whether you confent or not, I will obtain re-pay^ 
ment, and your treaty (hall not fuccceA I can 
depend on my ^good brother of Burgundy aAtag 
as I pleafe: he is lieutenant over all the countries 
of Oil* as I am over thofe of Oc, and gone will 
dare to controvert my orders, or oppofe my wilt 
Thi$ vifcount de Chateaubon will find money 
enough for my demand, fince the late count has 
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left more behind him than the king has in his trea- 
sury.' 

Sir Roger d'Efpaign now anfwered,— c My 
lord* fuppofe we were to accede to your propo- 
(al, we have not any money with us/ c Oh/ re- 
plied the duke, c fir Roger, that Ihall be no hin- 
drance. You fhalltake the debt on yourfelf, and 
jgive me your bond for it : I h^ve that opinion of 
your honour I will credit you for this, or a much 
larger fum if it were neceffary/ * c My lord/ faid 
fir Roger, c I thank you : we will confult toge- 
ther, and you fhall to-morrow have our anfwer/ 
c I am fatisfied/ anfwered the duke ; when the 
cpnverfation ended, and the doors were opened. 

The two knights returned to their lodgings, and 
had many converfations, whether or not they 
fhould agree to the duke's demand, and accept of 
his mediation. Every thing conficjered, they 
thought the beft they could do would be to con- 
tent : for the matter had been drawn out to a great 
length without any appearance of being decided ; 
but on condition that all the landed property was 
yielded to thp yifcount <}e Chateaubon. On the 
morrow, they returned to the duke of Berry, aji<I 
engaged themfelves for the payment of thirty 
(houfand francs, on condition he would influence 
die king aqd council to allo\y the vifcourit de Cha- 
teaubon to inherit Foix, on his paying back the 
fum it had been mortgaged for. The duke re- 
plied,—* Leave that to nie : I will haye it done, 
otherwife I (hall not expert you to fulfil your en- 

to 

gagements.' 

Y 3 From 



From that day forward, the duke of Berry was 
fo anxious to receive his thirty thoufand francs, 
and fo able an advocate for the vifcount dc Cha- 
teaubon, that every thing was arranged according 
to his wifhes. The king and council defifted from 
their firft demands ; and the two foreign knights 
Jiad given them letters of confirmation of the 
county of Foix to the vifcount de Chateaubon, 
addreffed to the bifliop of Noyon and the lord 
de 1^ Riviere* who had remained at Touloufe. 

The fubftance of thefe letters, as I learnt from 
credible perfons who had been on this embaffy, 
was as follows ;*— c We Charles, by the grace of 
God, king of France, order and command our 
reVerend father in God the bifhop of Noyon, and 
our knight and chamberlain the lord de la Riviere, 
to allow the vifcount: de Chateaubon, heir of Foi* ' 
and Bearn, to have peaceable pofleffion and ei>- 
joyment of the famei ^nd of all dependancies 
thereto belonging, on condition that he firft pay 
into your hands the fum of fixty thoufand franqs, 
which you will receive in one payment in the city 
of Touloufe ; and ^e will, after payment m^de, 
that the receipt, feale^ by our fenfipchal of,T*Ou- 
loufe, to the vifcount de Chateaubon, fhall be a 
full and legal acquittance to him, and to whom- 
ever elfe it may concern. In addition, we expert 
payment of twenty thoufand foyics, fpr the ex- 
penfes you have been at in your journeys to and 
from the county of Foi^c on this pecafion: yoy 
will for this money give acquittances from our 
above-named office in Touloufe : faving and re- 
serving 
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fcrving that iir Evan and fir Gracien de Fpix, 
baftard-fons of theJate Gallon count dc Foix, of 
happy memory, have a reafonahle fhare of the 
moveable property and inheritances of their de- 
ceafed father, according to the difcretion and ad- 
vice of fir Roger d'Efpaign, the vifcount de Bru- 
niquel, fir Raymond de Chateauneuf and the lord 
de Coraffe, to whom we will write^ that they ac- 
quit themfelves in the matter honourably to the 
difcharge of our confeiencej for, fome time fince, 
we made fuch promife to their father. Andfhould 
any demur arife, either on the part of the four 
knights to whom we have entrufted this bufinefi, 
or from obftinacy and rebellion on the part of the 
vifcount de Chateaubon, we annul and declare all 
treaties we may have entered into void, and of 
no eflfeft. In teftimony whereof, we have given 
thefe letters under our feal, in the city of Tours, 
this 15th day of December, in thc~ 12th year of 
our reign. V 

When thefe lettfts were finifhed to the fatis- 
fa&ion of the king, council and ambafladors, the 
knights made preparations for their departure ; 
and, having taken leave of the king and lords, and 
paid their expenfes, they fet out from Tours on 
their return home. 

You before heard that the lord Ix>uis de 
Sancerre, marfhal of France, was refident in 
the neighbourhood of Carcaffone, and had been 
fo a long time, as lieutenant for the king over all 
thofe countries as far as the Dordogne. The 
bifhop of Noyon and the lord de la Riviere fent 
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for him to Touloufc, and thjus addrefled him :-^ 
c Marlhal, the vifcount dc Chateaubon, who dc- 

* » 

clarcs himfelf heir, by the death of Gafton count 
dc Foix, to the county of Foix and its dependant 
cies, favc an4 except what may concern Beam, is 
in treaty with us. We have fent intelligence of it 
to the king and his council ; byt we know not, 
nor indeed can we as yet, how the king and his 
minifters may pleafe to a£t in the matter. Be 
you, therefore, provided with a fufficient body of 
men at arms, and garrifon well the frontiers of 
Foi*. Sir Roger d'Elpaign and fir Efpaign c(u 
Lyon are now in France ; and if we hear from 
them, or by meffengers from the king, that there 
is no probability of any compromife takirtg place, 
but that the king means to annex Foix to his 
croipn, you will inftantly enter that county, and 
take poffeflion of it, according to the powers the 
king has intruded to us in this affair/ 

The lord I^ewis faid, that in regard to this he 
was well prepared, and was increafing his ftrength 
daily, waiting for the anfwer from the king. 

We will now return to the duke of Brittany, 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

DURING THE RESIDENCE OF THE KING OF 
FRANCE AND DUKE OF BRITTANY AT TOURS, 
THEIR DIFFERENCES ARE PARTLY ACCOM- 
MODATED BY MEANS OF THE MARRIAGES 
OF THE DUKE'S SON WITH A PRINCESS OF 
FRANCE, AND A SON OF JOHN OF BRITTANY, 
SON TO THE LATE LORD CHARLES DE BLOI5, 
WITH A DAUGHTER OF THE DUKE OF BRIT- 
TANY. - 

T HAVE mentioned that treaties were nego- 
- dating at Tours between the king of France 
and the duke of Brittany. The duke gave the 
king and his council a great deal of trouble, for 
he would not abate any of his pretenfions. When 
any propofitions were made to him, he refufed 
them ; and in like manner was it returned, when 
he offered any on his part ; fo that there did not 
feem a probability of their difputes being ter- 
minated. 

The duke declared himfelf willing to ferve the 
king according to the homage he had paid, and to 
the duty he owed. c Why then/ afked the king's 
council, c fince you acknowledge yourfelf vaflal 
to the king, do you not obey him in all things ?' 
c Wherein am 1 a rebel ?' demanded the duke. 
They mentioned many inftances, and, firft, his 
conduct towards the pope of Avignon, whom the 

king, 
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king, his lord, obeyed as die true pope, and with 
regard to whom jie was diflembling his opinion, 
and refufed to obey his commands, filling up all 
the vacant benefices in his duchy, without paying 
attention to thofc who had provided tbemfelves 
with bulls from the pope. This, they faid, was 
rebellious againft; the king in thought and deed. 

The duke replied,— c That no one had a right 
to arraign or judge his confcience but God alone, 
who was its fupreme lord* With regard tip the 
two rival popes, he had never made any declara- 
tion i that when Urban was ele&ed, he was with 
his coufin, the earl of Flanders, in the town of 
Ghent j that the cardinal, Robert de Qucfrie *, fent 
to the earl letters patent, fealed with his feal, which 
fignified and certified to my coufin, that, by the 
grace of God, and the divine infpiration, the con- 
clave had ele&ed Urban pope* How can an elec- 
tion be fet afide that feems to, me made in the 
moft regular manner ? I wifh aot to fay a word 
againft the king or his crown, for I am his coufin 
and vafial, and will faithfully ferve him, whenever 
I am required, to the utmoft limits of my duty; 
but I (hall fpeak my mind as to thofe who do nQt 
advife him honourably.' c Tell us who they are, 
and we will provide a remedy.' 

c Oh/ replied the duke, ' you know them bet- 
ter than I do, for you live more with them ; but, 
as to what you have faid touching the vacant be- 
nefices, I am not fo fevere againft fuitors for them 

■ ■ .ii . iiii i i— — . — — — — — ■— ■ ■— — — ^— — m 

* la the MSS. it is Robert de Geneve. 

as 
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as you fay, for I permit the clergy of my duchy 
to provide themfelves with bulls from pope Qe- 
xnent ; but I objett to ftrangers having the fame 
liberty, and will tell you why I refufe it. They 
want to carry all the profit of the benefices out of 
the country, without ferving them. This is lb 
contrary to reafon, confidence and juftice, that I 
will never confent to it. You fay my conduft was 
rebellious and haughty, refpe&ing the king's fer- 
geants that came with writs into my country of 
Brittany. I neither am rebellious nor wifti to be 
fo. You ought to know, or, if you do not, you 
jjiould learn, that the fief of Brittany is fo noble, 
no law proceedings can take effedfc unlefs the duke, 
its natural lord, ihall hold an open court of juf- 
tice, to hear caufes, and the reafons why any ap- 
peals may be made thence, and to fee that the 
officers, who bring writs of appeal or fummons, 
do their duty regularly : fhould there be fergeants 
or other officers in my duchy negligent, or 
againft whom ftrangers have caufe of complaint, 
J would punifli them feverely, for a warning to 
others. Jn addition to what I have faid, that the 
kind's council do many reprehenfible things, they 
plainly difcover their inclinations to encourage the 
hatred of the king againft me : the proof is clear, 
by their fuffering my coufin, John of BJois, to 
aft in two inftances very injurioufly againft me : 
the firft is, the figning himfelf John of Brittany, 
as if, by bearing this n^,me, he could form a claim 
on the inheritance of that duchy ; but he cannot 
have any right, becaufe I have children, a fon 

and 
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and daughter, who will fuccecd to my pofieffions. 
Secondly, he bears the ermines, which are the 
arms of Brittany, and he had formerly renounced 
the name, arms, and all things thereto appertain- 
ing. True it is, that fir Oliver de Clifibn fbp* 
ports him in this conduft, to ve? me; andi as^ 
long as this fhall continue, I will not liften to any 
treaty of peace or friendfhip with the king. I 
fliall not make war againft him, for he is my 
natural lord, but if, through envious or malevo- 
lent informations, he make war on me, I will de- 
fend myfclf, and fliall be found rea^y on my own 
territories, AH that I have now faid, I wifti tfic 
king to be made acquainted with. 1 

Such was the bitternefs with which (hefe ne- 
gotiations were carried on between the king of 
France and the duke of Brittany. The duke was 
mafter of his council, but the king was led by 
fir Oliver de Cliflbn, the begue de Villaines, fir 
John le Mercier and fir William de Montagu. 
The duke of Burgundy, who faw more clearly into 
this matter, was uneafy that the duke's reafons 
were made public, though he fupported them 
privately as much as he could, in which he was 
aflifted by the duke of Berry, who hated the conr 
fidential advifers of the king. By their means, 
his treafurer, Bethifac, had fuffered an ignominious 
death at Beziers, which he was forced to put up 
with, for it was not yet time to revenge himfelf. 

In this ftate did they remain at Tours for tip- 
wards of three months, without any progrefs being 
made in the treaties. They were on the point of 

being 
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being broken off, for the king was impatient at the 
delays, and wanted to return to Paris, whence he 
would iffue a fpecial fummons for the enfuing 
fummer, and make war on the duke of Brittany;' 
and his allies, leaving all others in peace. But the 
dukes of Berry and Burgundy, the lord de Coucy, 
the count de Saint Pol, fir Guy de la Trimouille,' 
the chancellor of France, and many other great 
barons and prelates, defirous that an end fhould 
be put to thefe differences, held a conference, and 
faid, — € We, who are fo nearly conne&ed with 
the king and the greateft barons of his realm, 
having agreed to meet the Englifh commiflioners 
this Lent at Amiens, to confider of a treaty of 
peace, mud haften to put an end to this ill hu- 
Ciour of the king and the duke of Brittany ; for, 
ihould we feparate without doing fo, the Englifh 
would have the advantage in the bufinefs at Amiens: 
they will expe& the fupport of the duke of Brit- 
tany and his country, for they are near neighbours, 
and we (hall have a war with Brittany and England, 
like what we had before, and it will be too heavy 
for us/ 

Thefe lords and their councils (b often turned 
the matter over, that they at length difcovered a 
means of reconciliation between the king and the 
duke of Brittany. I will mention it, for without 
this I do not believe it would ever have taken 
place. It was propofed that a marriage between 
the fon of the duke of Brittany and a daughter of 
the king of France fhould take place ; and, as 
John of Brittany had a fon, a fimilar connexion 

fhould 
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fhould be formed wifh the datfghtdr 6f the duke 
of Brittany. Thefe articles were agreed upon": 
but, notwithftanding this alliance, John of Brittany 
*a$ obliged to lay afidd die atrtrtS of Brittany, and 
take thofc of Chatillon ; and, if he Were defirous 
. of bearing any thing relative to Brittany, as a de^ 
. fcendant of that hbufe by his mother's fide, he 
might bear on the arms of Chatillon a bordure er- 
mine, three labds or, and an efcutchdon efifcine 
in chief gules, and none others. Thus was the 
bufinefs brought to a coriclufion, and the diike re- 
ftored to the friendfhip 6f the king of France and 
his uncles. He dined with the king, in corttpany 
with John of Brittany, count de Penihievte, and 
much affe&ion was mutually difplayed by all par-* 
ties, on account of the marriages which had brtft 
igreed to be folemnfrrfd. 

The duke of Brittany would never fee fir Oliver 
de Cliflbn, for the hatred he bore him ,' but the - 
conftable was indifferent to this, as thd hatred Wa* 
mutual. AH things being now fettled, and the 
lords having fWdrn to fee thefe marriages con- 
fummated when the children fhould be of a proper 
age, and the different treaties having been en- 
grofred, they thbught it time to quit Tours, for 
their ftay had been too long, and return to* Paris, 
as the time was approaching for the conferences at 
Amiens. The king of France, his brother, uncles 
and council, had promifed to be there to receive 
the king of England and his council. The dukfc 
of Brittany took leave of the king, his brother and 
uncles, and of thofe moft in his favouf, and fet out 

from 
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from Tours for his own country ; as did the dukes 
of Berry and Burgundy, with other lords ; but the 
king, the duke of Touraine, the duke of Bourbon 
and the lord de Coucy, ftaid at Tours, and I will 
tdl the reafon. 






CHAP. XXXIII. 

THE COUNT DJI BLOIS AND MARY OF NAMUR, 
HIS COUNTESS, SELL TO THE DUKE OF TOU- 
HAINE THE COUNTY OF BLOrS WITH OTHER 
LANDS. — • THE VISCOITNT UE CHASTELBON 
TAKES POSSESSION OF THE INHERITANCES OF 
THE LATE COUNT DE FOIX. 

T HAVE before recorded in this hiftory, that 
•*• Louis dc Blois, fon to the count de Blois, had 
died when young, at Beaumont in Hainault, leav- 
ing the lady Mary, daughter of the duke of Berry, 
a widow, who loft by the event many of the good 
things of this world ; for her hufband was a rich 
heir, and would have been a powerful lord. I 
mention this, becaufe I wiih it to be known in 
times to come how fuch large properties have been 
difpofed of or alienated. 

The count and countefs of Blois were not formed 
to have any more children i for, by indulging them- 
felves too much in the pleafures of the table, and 
eating too many fwect diflies, they were become 

enormoufly 
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enormoufly fat. The count could no longer iftounc 
his horfe, but was always carried in a car when- 
ever he travelled from one place to another, or 
took the diverfions of hunting or hawking. As 
this was well known to the lords of France, a- 
thought ftruck the duke of Touraine, during his 
residence at Tours, which he carried into/effeft. 

The, duke had a very large fum of ready money, 
perhaps a million of florins, lying idle, which he 
had received from the count de Venus, on his 
marriage with the lady Valentina of Milan. This 
money he wanted to difpofe of to advantage. Ho 
knew the great properties of the count de Blois 
would be difperfed after his death. The county of 
Blois would fall to John of Brittany, who was his 
coufin-german ; the lands in Hainault to the duke 
of Juliers and duke of Lancafter, excepting Chi- 
may, which would go to the Conflans in Chart*- 
pagne. The county of Soiffons had belonged for- 
merly to the counts of Blois, but was alienated to 
the lord de Coucy, for the ranfom of Guy de Blois. 
from England. The lands of Argies and Nouvioa 
went to other heirs : Holland and Zealand fell to 
the count of Hainault. Thus would this noble 
inheritance be difperfed piece-meal, for it was 
well known it muft happen on the death cf the 
prefent poflcflbr. The duke of Touraine call his 
eyes on this property, as he had money enough 
to purchafe it, were it fold at a fair price, and de- 
termined to defire the king, bis brother, to treat 
with the count de Blois for the county of Blois* 
which was a valuable property, and very convenient 

to 
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to him by bordering on his duchy of Touraine. 
T» this county are alfo attached many confiderable 
fiefs. 

The duke of Touraine, having this fcheme hi 
his head, did not reft before he mentioned it, firft 
to the king, then to the duke of Bourbon, and 
to the lord de Coucyi who was an able negotiator 
and much in favour with the count de Blois, fbtf 
he had married the daughter of his coulin-germatl 
• ^he duke of Lorraine, The duke of Touraine 
and the above-mentioned perfons were careful not 
to drop the leaft hint of this bufinefs to the duke 
of Berry, becaufe the lady Mary, his daughter; 
had her jointure of fix thoufand francs a-year fettled 
on this county, and the duke of Berry imagined 
th^t, t for this fum and the charges that would 
accrue, he fhould obtain the county of Blois, for 
a perfon more covetous of qther people's property 
could not be found. The duke of Burgundy wa$ 
alio kept ignorant of this plan, becaufe the lady 
Margaret, his eldeft daughter, was married to 
William of Hainault, fon to the count of Hainault 5 
and he thought, that by fome incident, by pyr- 
chaife or otherwife, the; lands of Holland, Zealand 
and Hainault might revert to his fon-in-law> the 
count d'Oftrevant, or to his fon John of Burgundy, 
who had married Margaret, eldeft daughter of the 
count of Hainault. 

The king and the thrte other lords propofed 

therefore, on their departure from Tours, to vifit 

their coufin the count Guy de Blois, who refided at 

a handfome caftle, eight leagues from Tours, called 

Voj..X. Z ChSteau- 
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Chateau-morant, and to open a treaty for the &lc 
of the county of Blois, with the count and die 
countefs, who was very avaricious. ' 

It chanced, by fome accident I am unacquainted 
with, that the bailiff of Blois, named fir Reginald 
de Sens, a knight of law and arms, and of great 
prudence, heard of this intended vilit and its pur- 
pofcs. He was much concerned from the love he 
bore his lord, left he might difhonour himfelf and 
difihherit his heirs by a fale, for which he had no 
need, and feverely wound his confciencc. He 
determined therefore, if poflible, to prevent it, 
and, fetting out from Blois, rode all night to 
■Chateau-morant, where, bqng introduced to the 
count, he faid, c My lord, the king of France, 
the dukes of Touraine and Bourbon, with the 
lord de Coucy, are coming hither/ / That is 
true/ replied the count : c why do you mentioft 
it ?• c I am come to tell it, becaufe you will be 
prefled to fell your heritage. Confider well the 
fubjeA, as you have time before hand/ 

The count de Blois was much furprifed at hearing 
this, and faid, — c I cannot prevent any one from 
lpeaking to me, or offering propofals ; but, be- 
fore I confent to the felling my inheritance, frau- 
dulently disinheriting my heirs and difhonouring 
myfelf, I muft have neither plate nor porringer of 
filver to pawn/ c My lord/ replied the knight, 
c remember this when the time comes; for you 
will fee that all I have told you is true/ 
c Don't doubt it, bailiff/ faid the count : c I am 
not fo young nor fo foolilh to liften to fuch prcr- 

pofals/ 
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pofak/ On this, die bailiff returned to s Blbi^ 
where he refided, for he did not wifli the company 
he had mentioned ihould find him there; Two 
days after, the king and his company arrived 4t 
Chsitcau-morant, to the great joy of the count 
and counters of Blois, at his vifiting them, an3 
they entertained hi m fplendidly» The king, to win 
the aSe&ions of the count, and gain him over no 
his plan, faid,— - c Fair coufin, I fee you ire the 
lord in our kihgdom the moft endowed with her- 
iiour and liberality* and that in former times you 
muft have had large expenfes: to alHft and re- 
compence you, we will grant you a tax on the 
county of Blois that Ihall be worth twenty thoufand 
irancs.* 

The count returned his thanks and accepted the 
gift> which, however, was of no value to him, for 
he never received one penny from it. After this, . 
the matter of faje of the county of Blois was en* 
tered t>6, firft by the king, and feconded by the 
duke of Bourbon ; but, finding the count very 
cool and indifferent about it, they addrefled them- 
selves to his lady, and rcmonftrated with her, in 
Specious terms, refpeding the hazard (he incurred 
of being reduced to a poor eftate Ihould flic fur- 
vive the count, as (he had every appearance -of 
doing ; and it would be.morc for her advantage to 
have riches and jewels ift plenty, which (he might 
£afily fecure, if lhe would perfuade her lord to 
liflen to the propofals they had made fofr the pur* 
chafe of the county of Blois, * 

The .countefs, from her avaricious difpofkion 
■ , Z a and 
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m&htrttgttmh to receive the florins, aflfented, 
end procured ev? ry thing they wanted, with die 
•Slftance of another petfon, that is to fay, a valet 
lie chambrt of the count* called Sohier, who wad 
the ion of a cloth-worker in the town of Mechlin* 
This Sohier To eompletely governed the count, 
that every thing was done as he ordered, and the 
.count had given him upwards of five hundred 
fiwes of yearly revenue for even See the mif- 
ehief of fuch cafes, and how mifcrably Tome lords 
*9t governed* for Sohier had neither prudence nor 
fenffc worth mentioning, to deferve fuch rewards, 
ercept the foolifh pleafure of his lord, who had 
fakeii a ikiendftup to htm. 

In like manner, the duke of Berry, had a worth* 
rktfi ibUow, calkd James Thibaut, that governed 
lunv to whom he had, at different times, given 
two hundred thoufand francs, which he might as 
*tell Jiave thrown into die river. if, therefore, 
JSohter would have wiihed to have excufed himfelf 
farxhiafak taking place, he could not, for, if he 
ladrpkefed, it never would have been done i but 
to t gmtify the king, the dukes, of Touraine and 
Bourbon, and the lord de Gooey, as well as the 
4Wintt£&ide JUois, who, through avarice* had sfr. 
»ady jeonfrosed to* every thing, he urged on the 
vfionat io private, and made him totally forge c every 
fthing he had promifod hi* bailiff, and thereve** 
iioniof the county of Wots waa fold for two hun- 
zted Jfbott&nd francs, and the duke de Touraine 
was to take on hirafttf the payment of the eetm* 
Je&d* Bvmut jointme of fix. sUmfiwd 'francs. 

There 
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There was alfo another falemade, *f the rrveifioit 
of the- lands in Hainault, for which die. duke of 
Tourainc was like wife, to pay two huhdwd thro* 
faaci francs. 

Count Guy de Blois, indeed* naferved in thii 
bft fclc the confent of the count de Hainault* th* 
lord paramount of thofe lands* but who woutt 
never iafift pn his homage for them* The king 
of France and the duke of Touraine, however* 
took oa them to anfwer for the conftquences, artdi* 
before they left the count, they bound hktt $* 
completely in writing* foaled, that he could not 
any way retradfc, for he had none to Adrift Map 
but Sohier, who was illiterate, having never hack 
any education, and he was already on their ikfo 

In fuch a manner were theft barga As concluded** 
which I have detailed as fully a&I was aWe, thacin 
fixture times the whole truth of the ttanfe&iotf 
may be made pubfie^ by means of theft chfontetate' 
fa good truth, my lord and' patron* eotito* Guy dft* 
Blob, like an ignorant and' iH-acMfect perfofcy 
pufliedoiv by his counteft and his valet da eftwmbflife 
Ulade theft miftrable ialesw 

When every thing waff concluded fdativ* t& 
sh* bufoiefs, to the fkisfafkion^ of the king* the 
aMfe erf Touraine and their cauafellowj tftey tt*ft 
leave of the count and r&urned to Pfcrtsi The 
newt of theft purchases madfe a* grew noife* n* 
many countries* and aftoniflied alt who heard 

W* wai fpeak of fir Roger d?Ei^aign and fir 
£fpaing du Lyon! and fay how thejr profpere^ 
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finfie they departed from Tours, on the toad to 
Toufoufe, where the bifhop of Noyon and the 
lord de la Riviere were waiting for them. Their 
arrival at Touloufe gave great pleafure, for they 
had been long cxpe&ed : they inftantly waited on 
die Commiflioners from France, to ftew their 
papers, which they had received from the king, 
and which fully explained the fuccefsfcL iffue of 
their journey. The bifhop of Noyon and the 
lord de la Riviere entertained them well, and 
fhewed they w<tc much rejoiced at the fucceflion, 
with all its dependancies, of the count de Foix, 
devolved on the vifcount de Qhateaubon, accord- 
ing to the tenure and form whereby the count 
Gallon had held them, and in. the manner detailed 
in the written documents, 

After confidering the bufinefs, they thought it 
advifeable that fir Roger d'Efpaign and. fir Efpaing 
du Lyon, who had taken fo much pains and in- 
curred fo much labour in it, fhould wait on the 
yifcount de Chateaubon and the council; of Font 
3i)d.Bearn, tQ inform them what had been agreed 
on, that all things might bje regularly managed, 
to bring the whole to a happy concjufion. 

The knights consented to this propofal, and, 
haying refrefhed themfelves two days in Touloufe, 
fet out for Saint Gaudens. The vifcount was not; 
there, but at a beautiful caftle, at the entrance of 
Beam, called Pau, where they found him* . 

He was happy to fee them, having long wifhed 
it, but much more fo when he learnt that the 
Ifing of France defifted from taking pofleffion of 

the 
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* the county of Foix : he knew well where to find 
the money required for re-payment of the mort- 
gage, and that enpugh would remain after this 
was done. 

I believe my readers, as well as myfelf, will 
t}>ipk I have faid enough refpe&ing the affairs of 
JTpix and Bearn : I will therefore leave them, and 
enter on other matters j for it would take up too 
much time to purfue in detail every thing that 
gaffed there on the return of the two knights from 
France; To conclude, the vifcount de Chatauhon 
\pas acknowledged count de Foix and Bearn, on 
the fame t^rms on which count Gafton de Foix, 
of happy ipemory, had held them, and he re- 
ceived t^e homage of all who were his vaffals. 
IJe fipsfied his two coufins, fir Evan and fiy 
Gracien, the baftards of Foix, by the handfome 
allotment he gave them of the inheritances and 
moveables of tlxeir father, and repaid, to the conw 
miffioners from Ffance^ the mortgage that was on 
Foix. Before all thefe things were accomplifhed, 
fummef was far advanced, and the ' J>ifliop of 
Noyon remained at Touloufc with the lord de la 
Riviere $ for they would not depart until every 
ijhing was completely fettled, to the honour and 
profit of the crown, according to the inftru&ions 
$ey had received from the king of France. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

A ORAtfD ASSEMBLY AT AMIENS, QF TMJB KINS 
AND LORDS OF FltANCB AND ENGLAND, TO 
TRE^T OF A PEACE BETWEEN THE TWO 
KINGDOMS.. 



w*. 



wiljl bow fpeak of the grand aflernbly of 
the lords of France and England, which 
was held in the city of Amiens, to treat of a final 
peace between the two /countries, at Mid-lent, in 
the year of grace 139 1. Great preparations were 
lpade before tjie arrival of the lords ; and in par*" 
ticular thole made for the king, his three uncles „_ 
and many of the great barons and prelates, were 
very fijmptuous. Other lords were defirous t& 
xpake $ figyre 1 for it was currently reported and 
bclievpd that king Richard of England, intended 
being there in perfon, to form acquaintance with 
thojfe he had never -yet feen, but he did not 
come. 

That he had intentions of being there was cer*- 
t£in> fpr hp came as far as Dover with his three 
uncles of Lancafter, York and Glocefter, meaning 
to crofs the fea with them. Many councils were 
held at Dover, to debate whether the king fhould 
proceed further or not; and the council, having 
confidered all things, decided he fhould remain in 
the caftlc of Dover, and the duke of Glocefter 
wfcfc him. The dukes of Lancafter and Yojrk, 

the 
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the carl of Huntingdon, the earl of Derby* fir ' 
Thomas Percy, the bifhop of Durham, the bifhop 
of London and other* of the king's council, pre- 
pared to crofs the channel. They did not all pafi 
over inftantfy, but fent their purveyances forward, 
and then croffed themfclvcs to Calais, where they 
were' lodged. 

When the day approached for the meeting at 
Amiens, thefe lords fct <mt from Calais together : 
they were more than two hundred horfe, and It 
was a fine fight, for they rode in handfome array. 
The king of France had ghrcn orders that, during 
the time the conferences fhould laft, all the ex- 
penfes of the Englifh, in- coming to and returning^ 
from Amiens to Calais, fhould be defrayed by his 
trealury ; that is to fay, their nourifhment as well' 
as that of their horfes. 

In company with the dukes of Lancafter and 
York was their niece, daughter of their fifter and 
die tefd de Coucy : fhe was ftiled duchefs of 
Ireland, having been married to that duke, as you 
have heard. This young lady came to vifit her 
father at Amiens ; for hitherto fhe had feen but 
Ettle of him, which made her naturally more 
anxious now to wait on him. She travelled in good 
ftate, but like a widow who had enjoyed but little 
pleafure in her marriage. 

It had been ordered by the king and council 
of France, that the Englifh lords, who were 
coming to Amiens to arrange a folid peace, fhould 
be received with the greateft honours ; and that 
the four dukes then at Amiens, namely, the duke* 

of 
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of Touraine, Berry, Burgundy and' Bourbon, 
fhould ride without the town to meet and bid them 

v welcome. As foon, therefore, as the Englifh were 
near Amiens, thefe dukes, attended by all the 
great barons of France, rode forth in gra#d array . 
The duke of Touraine took the lead, iji great 
Hate, and, when he met his coufins of England^ 
they mutually faluted each oth,er, with every re- 

. fpeft, as fuch lords know how to do, When the 
duke of Touraine had converted a ftxor^ timt 
with them, he took his leave, returned. to the 
town with his numerous attendants, aqd dj fmountcc^ 
at the palace of the hifhop, where the king re- 
fided, remaining with him in his chapibrr* . 

The other three <JukeSj> afi$r th$ departure of 
the duke of Touraine, rode eac^ with his ajray to 
meet the Englifh lords ; and, on their meeting, 
many old acquaintances were renewed with a &~ 
tisfa&ion fuch as was a pleafure to behold. WJien 
thefe dukes had converfed a little, ijhe gallant 
count-dauphin of Auvergne (who, dicing the 
time he was a hoftagc in England, h^d lived much 
with the duke of Lancafter, and bore him great 
affe&ion) advanced his horfe, and faluted. him s 
the duke of Lancafter no fooner recolle&ed him 
than he preffed him to his arms, and Ihewed him 
every fign of.friendihip: their converfation wa$ 
interrupted by the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, 
who joined the duke of Lancafter. 

The duke of Bourbon, the lord de Coucy and 
the count de St, Pol, rode with the duke of York, 
the earl of Huntingdon and fir Thomas Percy, 
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converting- all the way as they approached Amiens. 
At the entrance of the city, the honours paid the 
Englifh were increafed -, for the duke of Lancafter 
rode between the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, 
pnd when their horfes moved it was but a foot's 
pace. Their horfes heads were in a line, which 
they took care to keep ; and thus thefe three 
pafftd the gates, riding very flowly and paying 
each other mutual honours, to the palace of the 
biihop, where the king and the duke of Touraine 
were. Having difmounted, they afcended the 
fteps •> and the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, 
taking the Englifh dukes by their hands, led them 
4 towards the king of France, the other lords fol- 
lowing. 

When in the prefence of the king, the three 
flukes, who fupported the uncles of the king of 
England, and the other French lords, caft them* 
ielves on their knees ; but the two Englifh dukes 
remained as they were, inclining gently their heads 
in honour of the king. The king inftantly ad- 
vanced to them, took their hands, and bade his uncles 
and the other lords rife, and then entered into a 
friendly convention with them, as did the barons 
of France with thofe of England. After this firft 
interview, the lord$ of England took their leave 
of the king, his brother and uncles, and were at- 
tended as far as the fteps of the palace, when they 
mounted their horfes, and were efcorted to their 
hotels by the conilable of France, the lord de 
Coucy, the count de St. Pol, fir John de Vienne, 
and the i other lord? of France, who there took 
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leave, and .went back to the king or to thei* 
lodgings. The duehefs of Ireland was lodgecf* 
with her attendants, at her father the ford de 
Coucy's hotel. 

It had been forbidden by the king and council 
(and public proclamation had been made befbrt 
the arrival of the Englifh, that no one might 
plead ignorance,) that any outrages whatever btt 
committed during die holding of theft confer-* 
ences under pain of tfeath* or any quarrelling with 
the Englifh, or riot, during their ftay in the city 
of Amiens. All knights and fquires were ftri&iy 
commanded by the king, under pain pf incurring; 
his indignation, not to talk o£ or propofe, any 
deeds of arms to any knight or fquire from Eng* 
land, but to treat them with the utmoft civility and 
attention wherever they fhould meet* m the fields; 
the palace, or in church: that no pages nor 
varlets of any lords of France caufc riot or quar* 
tels in the inns, under pain of loflng their heads; 
and that whatever the Englifh knights or fquire* 
might afk fof fhould be immediately given them t 
that no innkeeper fhould demand payment for 
meat or drink, or other common neceflarics. 

It was alfo forbidden any knight or fquire of 
France to be out at night without a torch 1 ; but die 
Englifli might do* fb, if they pfcafed ; and if any 
Englifhman were found on the roads, or m any 
other place, having loft his way, he fhould be 
courteoufly condufted to where he lodged. 

Four guards of one thoufand men each, were 
ftationed at the four fquares of Amicn* ; and, 
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fliould there be afire during the night in any part 
of the town, thefe guards were not to mov* 09 
aqjr account from their potts* but, when the fire- 
bell rang, thofc appointed to that duty were to 
haften to extinguifh it. 

It was likewife ordered, that no knight or fquire 
Jhtttid advance from his place to fpeak with the 
icing, unlefs called or fpoken to by his majefty % 
ami that, during the time the Englifh barons were 
in the king's prcience, no knight or fquire con- 
*c*fc together sor addrefs the Engliih. 

. It was commanded, under heavy penalties* 
that no innkeeper, or others, Ileal or put afide* 
<tfarough avarice, any of the bows or arrows of the 
JEnglifh; but if» out of courtefy, the Engliih 
ihought proper 10 give my to them, they might 
accept fuch prefents. 

You muft know, that all thefe orders and regur 
i*ttons were formed with great deliberation, of 
council, to do the more honour to the Englife 
who were come to negotiate a peace, and prctr 
icfaumed feveral times, that they might be ftri&ly 
attended tcu for, if tHey were infringed, thofc 
.guilty of it were to have been punifhed without 
mercy. 

Every day conferences -were held with the 
JEagliih lorebfe with fcarcely any interm^Eon, 
during the fortnight they ibid. at Amiens, without 
gaming to any conclusion, for the difference was 
^00 great in their demands. The French would 
jitm Calais jaaed; to-tbe ground* £0 that it fhould 
iawcr agaipiie Jubitahk. . Xhe EngJifh would .«>t 
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liften to this, nor dared they confent to fuch ail 
article in the treaty $ for the commons of England 
love Calais more than any other town in the world* 
faying, that as long as they are mafters of Calais* 
they cajrry the keys of France at fheir girdle* 
However great the differences between the lords 
of England and France in thefe matters, and the 
length of time they were occupied on theitt, they 
feparatcd with great good humour on both fides 
from the conferences, faying,— c We will agaia 
meet to-morrow on this bufinefs ; and we hope, 
through our diligence, to bring the matter at laft 
to a happy condition/ 

The king of France entertained the lords of Eng<- 
land three times mod magnificently at dinner in the 
cpifcopal palace. The duke of Touraine, thfc 
duke of Berry, die duke of Burgundy, the duke 
of Bourbon, the lord de Coucy, the count de 
Sa|nt Pol, gave each a dinner to the Englifh com* 
miffioners. Whatever the £nglifh wanted was 
delivered them, free of coft, by clerks who were 
appointed to take an account of all things they had, 
which they referred to the king's exchequer for 
payment. 

You muft know, that although the dukes of 
Lancafter and York were at Amiens, they had re- 
ceived fuch inftruttions from the king of England 
and his council, that they could not add to nor 
alter any of the terms of the treaty they had been 
charged with. Many perfons will not readily be- 
lieve what I am about to fay, though it is ftriftly 

true, which is, that the Englifh are fonder of war 
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than of peace. During die reign of king Edward, 
of happy memory, and in the lifetime of his fon the 
prince of Wales, they made fuch grand conquefts 
in France, and by their victories and ranfoms of 
towns, caftles and men, gained fuch wealth that 
the pooreft knights became rich j and thofe who 
Were not gentlemen by birth, by gallantly hazard- 
ing themfelves ia thcfe wan, were ennobled for 
their valour and wealth* Thofe who came after 
them were defirous of following the fame road, 
although fir Bertrand du Guefclin and. many other 
knights of France, as. has been related in this 
hiftory, by their valour and prudence had gready 
changed the face of the Englifh pofieffions in 
France fince the times of king Edward and his 
fon. . 

Even the duke of Glocefter, fon to king Ed- 
ward* inclined to the opinion of the commons, as 
did many other knights and fquires who were de- 
firous of war to enable them to fupport their ftate. 
This caufed great difficulties in forming any treaty 
of final peace; notwtthftanding the king of Eng- 
land was earneft about it. By him and the duke 
of Lancafter wkre thcfe conferences holden in the 
cky tf Amiens; but they were fearful of angering 
the commons of England: they indeed would 
liave confented xo a peace, if the French would 
have reftored all that had been given them by the 
treaty of Bretigny, and paid the arrears of four- 
teen hundred thoufand francs, which were un- 
fitted when they recommenced the war. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

THE FBBKCH AND XHQLW* *0*D5, fH>T BBitf* 
ABLE TO ACRE* OK THE TBBMS 09 ?£ACf f 
PROLONG THE TRUCE ONE YEAKt— TH? *N^ 
GLISH, ON T1*£Z* RETURN, AM A$$jOMf* 
PAXJED BY THE LORD D8 GH AST BAUi-JKOJ*A#T* 
TO BRING BACK, THE KJN<S> OP Eg0&A|tf>'* 
FINAL ANSWER* 

*TpHp conferences were held at Amiens, r?f 
* fpe&ing a peace, with great perfeverane* 
and attention oa the pant of the lords coounU&op* 
ers of each nation. It was wondered why tfrft 
matter failed * for the duke of Burgundy and the 
duke of Lancafter were much in earncft to bring 
it to a happy * conclufion, ceferving always what 
was contained in their private inftru&ions, which 
they dared not to go beyond* 

The French, perceiving the Engjifli were obfti* 
Hate in their terms, in order to (often them, offered, 
if they would content to raze Calais, the peaceable 
pofleffion of what they then held in Aquitaine, 
with nine bifhopricks, independent of all other 
jyrifdi&ions, and payment of the fourteen hun~ 
dred thoufand francs within three years. The 
duke of Lancafter and his council replied,-—' W*r 
have remained here a long time without concluding 
any thing, nor fhall we be able to finifh the bufir- 
nefs without returning to England, and reporting 

to 
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to the king our lord, and the three ftates of the 
realm, what you have now propofed. Be allured 
that my brother York and myfelf will ufe every 
diligence, as well as our council who have attend- 
ed us hither, in ending the matter according to 
ours and your wifhes, with the exception of what 
you demand concerning Calais ; but that we dare 
not mention, without incurring the hatred of the 
people. It will be therefore better to remain 
filent, than to fay what would bring blame and 
hatred againft us. ' 

The king of France was tolerably fatisfied with 
this anfwer, as were his uncles : they faid, that if, 
when returned to England, they would exert them- 
felves to obtain peace, a trifle on their part fhould 
not prevent it \ for the war had lafted too long, 
and caufed numberlefs misfortunes to both coun- 
tries. 

During the aflembly at Amiens, the commif- 
iioners bethought themfclves, that as the truce 
between France and England would expire on St. 
John Baptift's day, they might prolong it, for 
themfelves and their allies, without any blame, for 
one year longer, by fea and land. 

With regard to the determination that might 
be given by the parliament to their propofals* 
they defired to fend two knights with them to 
England, to bring back the final anfwer. To 
this the dukes of Lancafter and York readily af- 
firmed. 

I was told, and believe truly, from the appear* 
ancesj obferved, that the king of France was 
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very defirous of peace at almoft any rate*, for 
there were reports current throughout France* 
that Amurat had invaded, with a powerful army 
of Turks, the kingdom of Hungary, This intel- 
ligence had been brought by the elder lord Bou- 
eicaut, marfhal of France, and fir John de Cha~ 
rongc*, who were lately returned from Greece 
and parts of Turkey! 

The king of France, when younger 9 had an 
anxious wifh to undertake an expedition againft 
Amurat, and recover Armenia, which the Turk* 
had fcized from king Leon, who was then prcfent 
at the conferences at Amiens. He hid ftated hi* 
grievances to die dukes of Lancafter and York> 
who knew him well, for he had been in England* 
to offer his mediation, for peace between the two 
countries, when the king of France was encamped 
near Sluys. 

The king of France, weighing this invafion of 
the Turks in his mind, and his former promifes of 
fupport to the king of Armenia, thus fpoke to the 
duke of Lancafter when he took his leave,—* Fair 
coufin, if peace fhallbe eftablifhed between us and 
the king of England, we may undertake an expe- 
dition to Turkey, to affift the king of Armenia 
and the emperor of Conftantinople, whom Amurat 
prefles very hard, and recover Armenia from the 
hands of the Turks. They tell us that Amurat is 

* The MS. has Carougc, which is more probable, for he 
went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land after his combat with 
James le Gris. 
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a man of great valour and enterprife, but of a feci 
contrary to our faith, which he daily opp refles: 
we ought, therefore, to unite in its defence ; and 
I entreat, fair coufin, that you will confider of it, 
and do every thing you can to promote this expe- 
dition when returned to England/ The duke of 
Lancafter promifed to comply with his requeft, 
and to exert himfelf fo ftrongly in the matter, that 
the effe&s would foon be apparent. Upon this 
they took leave of each other. 

The conferences at Amiens lafted fifteen days, 
and the lords from England were the firft to fepa- 
rate. They carried with them the outlines of a treaty, 
to lay before the king of England and his council. 
The duchefs of Ireland bade adieu to her father, 
the lord de Coucy, and accompanied her uncles on 
their return. All the Englifh,' on their road to 
and from Calais, and while at Amiens, needed 
not to have expended a farthing unlefs they chofe 
it, for the king had ordered their whole expenfes 
to be defrayed by his officers. 

The duke of Burgundy went to Arras, where he 
met his duchefs, who, during the time of the con- 
ferences, had vifited Flanders. The dukes of 
Touraine, Berry and Bourbon remained with the 
king, whofe intention it was to go to Beauvais and 
Gifors, to amufe himfelf, and return that way to 
Paris, 

In company with the dukes of Lancafter and 
York were the two French knights who were fent 
to England by orders from the king of France ; 
their names were fir John de Chateaumorant and 
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fir Taupin dc Cantemelle ; and they were to bring 
back the final anfwer of the king and council of 
England refpedting a general peace. 

The Englifli dukes were efcorted to Calais by 
fir Reginald de Roye, the lord de Montaurel and 
the lord de la Vicville, who then took their leave 
and returned. The Englifh croffed the channel at 
their leifure to Dover, where they found the king 
and the duke of Gloccfter waiting for them. A 
grand council was holden by the king and his lords 
on all that had paffed at Amiens ; the king was 
well pleafed with what his uncles had done there ; 
but the duke of Glocefter, who was always againft 
any treaty with France, declared, that not any 
propofitions for peace could be determined on till 
they were laid before the parliament, which ought 
inftantly to be fumrnoned ; and whatever meafure 
the three eftates of the realm fhould refolve on, 
that ought to be adopted, and none other. 

Thispropofalof the duke of Glocefter was agreed 
to : indeed they dared no* oppofe him, for he was 
too popular with the commons of England. The 
French knights were told that they muft continue 
their journey to Londoo, otherwife they could not 
obtain any anfwer. They were willing to confent 
to this, as was right, and fet out with the king 
and his lords, the greater part of whom went 
ftraight to London j but the king turned off at 
Dartford, and took the road to Eltham, where he 
had a handfome palace. He there ftaid fome 
little time with the queen, and they came * to- 
gether to Shene, and thence to Windfor* where 
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the French knights received an anfwer $ *but before 
I fay what that anfwer was, I muft fpeak of the 
king of France* 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

THE FIRST ILLNESS OF KINO CHARLES. COUNT 

BERNARD d'aRMAGNAC DOES HOMAGE TO 

THE KING. THE LORD D"E CHASTELMOR ANT 

RETURNS FROM ENGLAND WITH AN ANSWER 
RESPECTING PEACB. 

AFTER the conferences at Amiens, the king 
of France, unfortunately, and through his 
imprudence, was feized with a burning fever, for 
which he was advifed to change the air. He was 
put into a lifter and carried to Beauvais, where he 
remained ki the bifhop's palace until cured. His 
brother, the duke of 'Touraine, and his uncles of 
Berry and Bourbon, attended him conftantly, /and 
there kept their Eafter. When the king was per- 
fectly recovered, and able to ride, he went to 
Gifors, at the entrance of Normandy, fox the plea- 
fiire of hunting, as ther$ are many large forefts in 
the neighbourhood. Dyeing his refidence at 
Gifors, fir Bernard d'Armagnac, brother to the 
count who died in- Italy, cajpe thither in handfome 
ftate, accompanied by the d^uphi/i of Auvergnr, 
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whom he met at Paris. As he held the counties of 
Armagnac and Rodez from the crown of France, 
he paid the king homage for them, in the ufual 
manner of vaffals to their lord paramount for the 
fiefs they hold. He became now the king of 
France's man r and, having had the articles of 
homage properly drawn out and engroffed, he 
and the dauphin took leave of the king, and re- 
turned to Auvergne and Languedoc. 

About Afcenfion-day, the king came to Paris 
in perfeft health, and fixed his refidence at the 
hotel de Saint Pol, which had been prepared for 
him, the queen and the duchefs of Touraine having 
arrived there before him. 

The lord de Chateaumorant -and fir Taupin 
Cantemelle were all this time waiting in England 
for an anfwer. They had attended the feaft of 
Saint George at Windfor, where was a brilliant 
company of barons, and the king's uncles. The 
lords who had been at Amiens confulted together, 
on the promifts they had made the king of France^ 
as well as in refpeft to an anfwer for the two 
knights, who were very prefling to have one, and 
leave to return hpn^e. After confidering the 
matter, they thus addrefied them : € You- Cha- 
teaumorant, and you Cantcmelle, muft know, 
that at this moment we cannot obtain any anfwer 
for you to carry to the king of France. It will be 
a long time before the parliament will take up the 
matter, for it does not meet before Michaelmas. 
But to acquit ourfelves, and to excufe you, we 
wjll wxite letters fully explanatory of the delay; 

and 
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aad if you, or any others, will return hither during 
the fitting of parliament, you fhalj receiye fuch 
anfwer as the three eftates of the kingdom ihall 
think proper to give/ 

The French knights hearing this, and feeing no 
probability of having any other anfwer, replied, — 
f In the name qf God, we are fatisfied with what 
you now lay : write and feal your letters, and we 
will {ct out on our return.' This being done, they, 
took leaye of the king, and wen? to London to 
make preparations for their departure, The king 
ordered all their expenfes to be paid* and had them 
conduced to Dover, whpre the bailiff had pro- 
vided a veffel for them aj}4 their horfes ; but they 
were detained at Dover five days waiting for a 
wind. On the fixth it wa$ favourable, and they 
landed at Boulogne. They took their road through 
Amiens, and by fhort days journey arrived at 
Paris, when they found the king and his lords, for 
|t was Whitfuntide. They delivered their letters* 
which were immediately read, but I believe no 
great reliance was. put on them, and in a (hort 
{ime, they had other affairs pf greater conference 
£t hpmc to 4ttei)d ty,, 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 



SIR PETER DE CRAON, THROUGH MALEVOLENCE, 

WAYLAYS SIR OIVER DE CLISSON, BEATS AND 

. > •) 

SEVERELY WOUNDS HIM. THE KING AND 

'„• .« * . i 

COUNCIL ARE GREATLY ANGERED THEREAT, 



YOU have before heard how fir Peter de Craon, 
a knight of high birth and great wealth, was 
difgraced by the king of France and his brother, 
as wcl| as the reafons for it $ and that, having re- 
tired to the court of Brittany, the duke had af- 
fured him, fir Oliver de Cliflbn was at the bottom 
of this bufinefs. Some fuppofed the duke had 
been inftigated to fay this from his hatred to the 
conftable, whom he wilhed to difhonour and de- 
ftroy. While fir Peter de Craon was with the 
duke of Brittany, they had frequent converfations 
on what means they could employ to put fir Oliver 
to death ; for they faid, that if he were but de- 
ftroyed, no one wduld feek to revenge his lofs ; 
a'nd the duke exprefied his regret he had not put 
him to death when in his caftle of Ermine, adding^ 
he would willingly give one hundred thoufand 
francs if he could once more have him in his pof- 
fefiion. l • 

Sir Peter de Craon, obferving the mortal hatred 
of the duke to Cliflbn, thought of an extraordinary 
expedient when meditating, albne on this fubje&j 
for it is from appearances we rauft judge. He re- 
folved, whatever ipight be the confequences, that 

• \ : - — • ■• • • - * >* . he 
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he would himfelf aflaffinate the conftable, or have 
it done under his own eyes, and not attend to any 
thing until the deed were performed, when he 
would afterwards treat for his pardon. He wai 
no way afraid of what John of Blois or the vif- 
count de Rohan, who had married the conftable's 
two daughters, could do againft him : he held 
them very cheap, for, with the affiftance of the 
duke and his family-conne&ions, he could with- 
ftand them both. The houfe of Blois was much 
weakened, and the count Guy de Blois had juft fold 
the reverfion of that county to the duke of Tou- 
rainc, which by fucceflion ought to have defcend- 
ed to John of Brittany, who had in this falc been 
very unkindly treated by the count de Blois. Now, 
if the conftable were (lain, by degrees he would 
foon get the better of the favourites of the king 
and the duke of Touraine, fuch as the lord de hi 
Riviere, fir John le Mercier, Montagu, le bigue 
de ViDaines, fir John 4e Bueil, and others in the 
king's confidence who were friends of the con-' 
ftable, and yhom the dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy detefted, notwithftanding the outward 
marks of friendship they fhewed them. 

Sir Peter de Craon perfevered in his abominable 
deligns, urged on by that enemy who never fleeps, 
and who delights in the heart of the wicked man 
that is inclined towards him. He regularly formed 
his whole' plan, in the manner I (hall mention; 
but, had he forefeen the great evils and mifchieff 
that enfued from theip, it is to be hoped reafon 
and temperance would have ruled in his heart to 

prevent 
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§ce*eat th*m from being put into execution* It 
if truly faid, that a too great defire to accomplifh 
an object clouds the underftanding, and that vi* 
$Uhis inclinations overrule virtue, Thus it hap-* 
pened to fir Peter de Craon, whofe eagerfle& to 
jfcftroy the qpnftable made him liften tp the cou#- 
jjels of folly and madnefs, 

t He had fecured a fafe retreat with the duke of 
Brittany, after the deed ftiould be do*ie and the 
cpnftable dead, without fear of any fearch being 
tfrere m*de for him, for the duke had promifed 
him an afylum ; and, Ihould the king of Frapcs 
follow him with a powerful ^rmy to Brittany, in 
ene night he could embark and fail for Bayonne^ 
JJourdeaux or England, where he could not come 
after him. The EnglilH mortally hated Cliflbn, 
for his great feyerity to them from the time he had 
parned to the French : before that period fee was, 
ftrongly conne&ed with them, and had done the 
crown effential fervices, as you have had it related 
in this hiftory. 

- Sir Peter de Craon long brooded over this inr? 
(eoded deed, without mentioning it to any one : I 
know not if he even told it to the duke of Brit? 
tany. Some think he muft have difclofcd it to. 
him; but others thought the contrary: die firft 
opinion, however, was ftrengthencd, if not con-? 
firmed, by fir Peter and his accomplices returning 
by the fborteft road, and as expeditioufly as pof- 
fible, to Brittany, inftantly after the affaflination, 
as to a place of refuge. In addition to this, fre 
fold all the caftles and eftates he held in Anjou to 

*the 



3<w 

the duke of Brittany, and had renounced his alle- 
giance to the king of Frartce, under pretence of 
taking a jotirney to the Holy Land. I (hall not 
fay more of thefe furmifes, but relate the fa<9: ; for 
I, the author of this hiftory, was at Paris whe«| 
thi? misfortune happened to fir Oliver de CliflbriJ 
and ought therefore to be well informed from tho 
inquiries I made concerning it. 

You muft know, that at this period fir Peter d* 
Graon had a very handfome houfe near the church* 
yard of Saint John at Paris*, like other great 
lords, to receive him when he came to that city* 
This hotel was, in his abfence, under the care of a 
houfe-fteward ; and, during the laft Lent feafon, he 
had fent varlets thither for his fervice, with orders to 
lay in a large {lore of wines, and all forts of pro- 
yifion. He had likewife written to the fl#ward to 
purchafe for him armour, fuch as coats of mail* 
gauntlets, fteel helmets, and other things fufficient 
for forty men, and to let him know when they were 
provided, that he might fend for them* but to ob- 

■ i» ■ ■ ■ ' i i ■' ■■ i i r 

• * The ftreet of the Mauvais-gai^ons, in the rue des Boa» 
cheries, took its name from a fign. With regard to the other 
rue des Mauvais-garcons, which leads from the rue de la Ver- 
rerie to that of la Tixeranderic, it was formerly called rue dfc 
Chartron ; but when the lords de Craon built a houfe there, 
which is now a church -yard, it was called rue de Craon, to the 
time when Peter de Craon hid himfelf and accomplices within 
it, to aflaflinate fir Qliver de Cliiibn. The ftreet then changed 
its name, and was called la rue des Mauvais-garcons. The 
hotel was, 'by orders from the king, razed to the ground, and 
the fpot given to the church-wardens of St. John, to enlarge 
fheir church-yard. '—r—Seuval Antiquilh de Paris. 

ferve 



3<S4 

ferve the greateft fecrecy in die bufinefs. The 
fteward, thinking no harm, obeyed the orders, 
and provided the armour $ during which time, fir 
Peter refided at a handfome caftlc of his in Anjou, 
called Sable, from whence he lent at different times 
four or more determined fellows, in the moft fc- 
cret manner pofiible, to his hotel in Paris. He 
faid to them nothing more when they left him, but 
— c When you arrive at my houfe in Paris, make 
yourfclvcs comfortable, and aflc th£ houfe-ftcward 
for whatever you may want, who wiU inftantly 
give it to you j but do not, on any account, pais 
die gates or (hew yourfelves. I will one day fa- 
tisfy you well for your obedience, and pay you 
handfome wages.' 

Upon this, they departed, and journeyed tq 
Paris, which they entered at their pleafurej 
for in thofe days the gates were never fhut 
night nor day. At length, they amounted to forty 
courageous bravos, for fuch were what fir Peter 
wanted. There were feveral among them who, 
had they known the bufinefs they were engaged in, 
would not have come ; but fir Peter took good 
care not to betray his fecret. About the feafts of 

Whitfuntide, fir Peter de Craon came to his hotel 

k # * 

m Paris, not in ftate, but as privately as his 
men had done. On his arrival, he afked for 
the porter, and faid ; c I command thee, under 
pain of having thy eyes thruft out, not to 
admit either man or woman into the hotel, 
nor permit any one to go out, without my fpeciaj 
orders.' ' The porter, as well as the houfe- fteward, 

pro- 
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promifed obedience. He fliut up in their cham* 
bers the wife of the latter, her children and the 
chambermaid. He was in the right to do thisv 
Had thefe women or children gone into the ftreet, 
his arrival would have been known; for young 
children and women naturally tell all they fee, and 
what is intended to be concealed. 

Thus, as I have related, were the whole of his 
people confined within the walls of the hotel, until 
the feaft of the holy facrament. You may 
fuppofe, that fir Peter had his fpies fully em- 
ployed, to bring him intelligence j but it was 
not until the eve of this feaft he found a fit op- 
portunity to execute his fchenie, which had vexed 
him much. 

It happened that, on the feaft of the holy facra- 
ment, the king , of France kept an open court at 
the hotel de St. Pol, where he entertained all barons 
and lords who were in Paris. He was in high en- 
joyment, as were the queen and the duchefs of 
Touraine : to add to their amufements, after the 
dinner, lifts were prepared within the courts of the 
hdtel, and young knights and fquires, ready armed 
and mounted for tilting, came thither, and jvfted 
very gallandy. The tiltings were well performed, 
to the delight of the king, queen, ladies and darn-? 
fcls, and lafted until the evening. The priz6 for 
the beft tilter was adjudged by the queen, the du- 
chefs of Touraine, and the ladies and heralds ap- 
pointed to the office, to .fir William de Elandres, 
count de Namur. 

TM 
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The king entertained it fupper, in the hfitel de 
£aint Pol, every knight who wtfhed to partake of 
ki and, afterward, the dancings continued until 
one o'clock in the morning; When thefe were 
over* every one retired to his home, without 
guard and without fujfpicion. Sir Oliver de Cliflbn 
remained the laft; and, when he had taken leave 
of die king, he returned to the apartment of the 
duke of Touraine, and afked, 'My lord, jhaH 
you ftay here to-night, or do you go tx> Pou- 
lain's?' This Poulain was treafurer to the duke 
of Touraine, and lived at the Croix xlu Tiroir, 
near the Silver Lion. 

The duke replied,—' Conftable, I am not de- 
termined whether I fhall ftay or not; but do you 
go, for it" is high time to retire/ c My lordjGod 
give you a good night !' faid fir Oliver, and went 
away. He found his fervants and horfcs waiting 
for him in the fquare before the hotel ; but they 
had not more than eight or ten torches, which 
the varlets lighted. When the conftable was 
mounted, and the torches were borne before 

him, he rode down the broad ftreet of St. Ca- 
therine. 

Sir Peter de Craon's lpies had this day exerted 

themfelves, and lie knew every particular relative 

to the conftable,— of his ftay ing behind the reft of 

the company, the cxa6t number of his horfcs and 

attendants. He had, in confequence, quitted his 

hotel with his men all mounted and fecretly 

armed j but there were not fix of them who knew 

• what 
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what his real intentions were. He had advanced 
to the caufeway, near the place of St. Catherine, 
where he and his people lay hid, waiting for the 
conftable to pafs. As foon as the conftable had 
left the ftreet of St. Pol, and turned into the 
fquane of the great ftreet, advancing a foot's pace 
with a torch on each fide to light him, he began a 
converfation with one of his fquires, iayingy— - c I 
am to have at dinner, to-morrow, my lord of 
Touraine, the lord de Coucy, fir John de Vienne, 
fir Charles d'Angers, the baron d'lvry and &- 
veral more : be fore take care they have all thing* 
comfortable, and let nothing be /pared/ As he 
faid this, fir Peter de Craon and his company ad r 
vanced, and, without faying a word, fell on die 
conftable 's attendants and eKOnguifhcd the torches. 
The conftable, hearing the clatter of the horfts 
behind him, thought it was the duke of Touraine 
who was playing him a trick, and cried out,— - 
c My lord, by my faith, this is very ill done ; but 
I excufe it, for you are fo young you make a joke 
of every thing/ At thefe words, fir Peter dfc 
Craon, drawing his fword from the fcabbard, faid, 
.— c Death, death ! Clifion, you muft die/ € Whb 
art- thou,' faid Clifion, c that uttereft fuch words P 
€ I am Peter de Craon, thy enemy, whom thou 
hail fo often angered, and thou fhalt now pay for 
it/ Then, calling to his people, he faid,— - c Ad- 
vance, advance ! I have found him I was in fearch 
of, and whom I have long wanted to feize/' He 
then ftruck him feveral blows, and his men, draw- 
ing their fwords, fell on him. Sir Oliver. wXs 

quite 
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quite unarmed, having only a fhort cutlafs, not 
two feet long, which, however, he drew, and de- 
fended himfelf with it as well as he could. His 
fervarits, being quite defencelefs, were foort dif- 
pcrfed. Some of fir Peter's men afked, if they 
were to^nurder all ? c Yes,* replied he, c all who 
put themfelves in a pofture of defence/ 

They could not refift the attack, for they were 
but eight, and without^armour. Sir Peter's men 
folly intended to murder the conftable, and their 
mailer wifhed nothing more than to fee it done 5 
but, as I heard from fome of thofe who had been 
in this attack, the moment they learnt that the 
perfon they were aflaffinating was the conftable of 
France, their arms became, as it were, nervelefs 
through furprife, and their blows were given 
weakly and through fear, for in perpetrating wick- 
cdnefs none are bold: 

The conftable parried the blows tolerably well 
with his fhort cutlafs ; but his defence would have 
been of no avail, if God's providence had not 
protected him. He kept fteady on horfeback 
fome time, until he was villanoufly ftruck on the 
back part of his head, which knocked him off his 
horfe. In his fall, he hit againft the hatch of a 
baker's door, who was already up to attend to his 
bufinefs and bake his bread. Having heard the 
noife of horfes on the caufeway and high words, 
the baker had, fortunately for the conftable, half 
Opened the hatch -, and fir Oliver, falling againft 
it, burft it quite open and rolled into qjie (hop. 
Thofe on horfeback could not follow him, as the 

entrance 
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entrance was neither wide nor high enough, ami 
befides, they did their work like cowards. 

It muft be dwned for truth, chat God {hewed 
great favour to the conftable : if he had not ex- 
aftly fallcA againft the hatch, or if it had beta 
clofcd, he would infallibly have loft his life, and 
have been trampled to death by the horfes, for they 
were afraid to difmount. Several of them ima- 
gined, even fir Peter de Craon and the pertbn 
whfiO had hit him, that the blow on his head which 
unhorfed him muft caufe his death: fir Peter, 
therefore, faid,— - c Come, let us away : we have 
done enough : if he be not dead, he tin never re- 
cover from the laft blow, Which Was given by a 
iufty arm.' On faying this, they tolle&ed toge- 
ther and left the place at a good trot, and were 
foon at the gate of Saint Anthony, which they 
pafied, and gained the fields ; for fince the battle 
of Rofebecque, ten years ago, the gates were 

never fhut. The Parlfians had then their mallets 

* * * * 

taken from them by the cpnftabte, and many of the 
citizens punifhed and fined for their imprudent 
conduil> as I have fully narrated. 
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IHI KING OF FRANCS S&KDS HIS, Off^tf . PHVS*- 
XIANS AKP SUROEOK* TQ VISJX. fH^.fiQK* 

. STABLE TURING THE ^IQH<f. — KJtOR&ftitfc 
TH$ PROVOST OF PARIS TO PUR$y3 M* PIT»H 
DE CRAON> WHO ?A0> FL?D FOR ,fcWUJJ.« TO 
THB DUK^OF B^ITTAHVt— S0M8.Q* Hl& MM^ 

. HAVING ^EMAJtySD AT PARIS* ARE tXEdUThlX 

^t^HtJ.S r was fir Oliver'de Cliflbn lefc far : dead at 

* tUc baker's, who was much frightened when 
he, karat it was. the coqftablc. Sit- Oliver's at- 
tendants^ who had been little hurt, for fir Peter 4* 
Craon's men were only bent on killing their ipaJf* 
tjsr, collected together as well as tfosy c °uld* andi 
difnxouruiag before t^he baker's doojy entered the 
fliop, where they fouac^ their lord feyerely wquod- 
cd on the head, and hi*; face covered with, b^ood, 
Th^j w^ty ^m^y be {j^poikd, greatly affe&ecfe 
and wifli tears and groans bewailed his lo&* for 
at. the firft moment they thought he was a dead 
man. 

News of this was carried to the king at the 
hotel de Saint Pol, juft as he was going into bed. 
In much alarm, they faid, € Ah, fire ! we dare not 
conceal from you a fhocking event that has juft 
happened in Paris.* € What event?' afked the 
king. ' Your conftable, fir Oliver de Cliflbn* 

is murdered.* € Murdered!' repeated the king. 

' How ? 



c How ? .and who has done it ?' f Sire, that w£ 
do not know , but this misfortune has bclallea him 
hard by, in the great *ftreet of St. Catheriae/ 
c Come, quickly light torches, for J will go aod 
iee him/ replied the king. -• • 

The torches being ready, the varlets bore theip 
before j and the king threw only a cloak over kin, 
while the fhoes were putting on his feet. The m#i 
at arms and ulhers of the guard of the palace -tf- 
cortedhirn. ! 

Thofe who were gone to bed, oft healing wfeftt 
had paffed, inflandy drefied themfelve* to foUwr 
the king, who had left the h£tel de Saint PgMn 
foch hafte that fir Walter Martcl and fir jDhn.de 
Lignac were the only chamberlains that attended 
him, for he would not wait for others, and thus he 
walked at a good pace with torches before and be- 
hind him. • '• 

In this manner he arrived at the baker's (hop, 
which he entered ; but the chamberlains, with 
many torches, ftaid without. 

The king found his conftable nearly in the ftate 
he had heard him to be in, except that he was not 
dead ; for his fervants had ftript him to fee if he 
had received many wounds, and where they had 
been given. The firft words the king faid, were, 
c Conftable, how fares it with you ?' ' Dear fire/ 
replied he, c but fo fo, and very weak.' c And 
who has put you in this ftate V € Sire, Peter dc 
Craon and his accomplices have traitoroufly, and 
without the fmalleft Jbfpicion, attacked me/ 
* Conftable/ faid the king, € nothing fttali ever 

B b 2 be 



be more Severely pumlhed thin this Crime, not 
can any fufferings make amends for it : run quickly,* 
added the king, ' for doftors and fifrgeons/ Thefc 
-were before fent for s and they arrived from alL 
quarters, particularly thofe attached to the king's, 
jierfon. On their arrival, the king was well pleafed, 
and faid, — ( Attend well to my coftftable, and tell 
me what ftate he is in j for I am forely grieved at 
kis misfortune/ 



The do&ors, having declared they would, exa- 
mined him all over, the king being prefent, who 
Was greatly angered at this event : he a(ked, ' if 
'there were any danger of death ?* The doctors 
unaniraoufly replied,—' Sire, certainly not 5 and, 
within fifteen days, we will reftore him to you 
well enough to ride on horfeback/ 
- This anfwer pleafed the king, who faid, € God 
be praifed, this is excellent news/ Then, ad- 
dreffing himielf to the conftable, added * c Take 
care of yourfeif, and do not think of this or 
other bufinefs : no crime (hall be more rigoroufly 
puniflied than that of thefe traitors: they fhall 
pay for it as if it were done to myfelf/ The con* 
ftable faintly anfwered, € May God repay you aH, 
and for your kindnefs in this vifit/ 

On this, the king took leave and returned to his 
palace, and fent for the provoft of Paris, who made 
no long delay before he arrived, for it was now 
quite day. When the provoft entered, the king 
fiid,— € Take with you a body of armed men, and 
purfue that traitor, Peter de Craon, who has trea- 
cherously affaflinated, and nearly murdered, our 

conftable. 
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conftable. You cannot dots a more agreeable 
fervice than to take him and bring him before us/ 
The provoft replied i c Sire, I will do every thing 
in my power* but what road do you fuppofc he 
may have taken ?' c Inquire, and make good dili- 
gence/ faid the king. At that time, the four 
principal gates pf Paris were always open night 
and day : this regulation had been obferved from 
tHe time the king returned from Flanders, after de- 
feating the Flemings at the batde of Rofebecque, 
and when the Parifians, fhewjng fymptoms of re- 
bellion, had their mallets taken from them. In 
order the more cafily to chaftife the Parifians, 
fir Oliver de Clifibn had advifed the chains to be 
taken from acrofs the ltreets, and the gates off 
their hipges* i^hich hfld been done ; and the gates 
had been, for thffe laft ten years, lying againft the 
walls, fo th^t any ogc might enter, or go out of 
Paris, at aU hours* No^ obfervc how the feafons 
repay, fix Oliver reaped what he had fown himfelf : 
had the gates 3nd chains remained, fir Peter de 
Craon would not have dared to commit this out- 
rage* for he could never have got out of Paris, 
but, knowing he coul4 fet off at any hour, he was 
encouraged thus to difgrace himfelf. _ When he left 
the conftable, he concluded, he was dead, or at leaft 
that he would never recover i but it was not fo, as 
you have heard, to his gi£^t mortification* He 
quitted Paris by S ; t. Anthony's gate, about one 
o'clock in the mo^niog^ $nd, as fome fey* crofled 
^he Seine at the bridge of Charenton, and con- 
tinued his road to Chartres -> but, according to 
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others, after going oift of Paris, he returned by the 
gate of St. Honore, under. Montmartre, and 
crofled the Seine at Ponthon*. Whichever way 
he paffed the river, he arrived at Chartres at eight 
o'clock in the morning, with fomc of the beft 
mounted of his accomplices. All did not follow* 
but took different routes, and in fmall companies, 
to avoid being taken in the purfuit. 

On his way to Paris, he had ordered twenty 
liorfes to be in waiting for him, at the houfe of a 
canon, who was his friend, and had ferved him ;< 
but it would have been better for him never to 
have known him, although the canon was ignorant 
of the crime he had committed. Sir Peter, de 
Craon, on his arrival at Chartres, drank fome wine 
and changed horfes, and then inftantly departed, 
taking the road for Maine. He continued his 
journey, until he came to a ftrong caftle he ftill 
poflefled, called Sable, where he flopped and re- 
frefh^d himfelf, and faid he would not go further* 
but wait there until he heard fome intelligence of 
the conftable. * 

On the Friday, the day following this aflafli- 
nation, it was all the news of Paris, and trtry 
one greatly blamed fir Peter de Craon. The lord 
de Coucy was no fooner informed of it, than he 
mounted his horfe, attended by only feven perfons, 
and rode to the conftable *s hotel, behind the Tem- 
ple, whither he had been carried \ for they mu- 
tually loved each other, ftiling themfelves bro- 
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there and companions in afms. * This ihtervi£# 
with the lord de Coucy was of fervicc to the con* 
ftablc ; and he was viiited by all the other lords of 
the court. • T 

The duke of Touraine accompanied the king 
in his next vifit: the two brothers were verjF 
^roth, and faid fir Peter de Craon had committed 
{his crime in fpite of them ; and that it was a 
plot- formed by traitors to throw the kingdom intqj 
confufion. The duke of Berry, who was at the 
time in Paris, diflembled his fentiments, and 
feemed to make light of what had pafled. I, thfe 
author of this hiftory, was then informed, that, if 
he had pleafed, this accident would not have hap- 
pened, for it was in his power to have prevented 
it, and I will tell you how. 

The day of the feaft of the holy facrament," a 
clerk, who was one of the familiars of fir Peter 
de Craon, came to the duke of Berry, and faidi 
f My lord, I would willingly open my mind to 
you, refpefting fome improper conduft that is 
going forward, which is illegal, and may end un- 
fortunately, for you are more able than any othet 
to put a ftop to it.' € What is it ?' alked thfc 
duke. € My lord, I muft firft infift that you 
promife my name lhall never be brought into 
queftion; for, to prevent great mifchief being 
done, and the peril that may enfue in the matter, 
I am come to difcover the whole to you/ c Speak 
put then,* boldly/ replied the duke : c I will bear 
you through it.' 

' « My lord/ iaid the cleric, € I very much fuf- 

pc& 
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pe& that fir Peter de Craon intend* murdering the 
conftablc -, for he has colle&ed, within his hotels 
in the church-yard of St, John, a number of com- 
panions, whom he has fecretly kept there, ever 
fincc Whitfuntide. Should he accomplifh his pur- 
pofc, the king will be exceedingly vexed, and 
eonfufion enfue to the kingdom. It is for this I 
difclofe it to you, my lord ; for, although I aai fe-> 
cretary to my lord of Craon^ and have fwop* fide-% 
lity to him, I cannot fuffcr fuch an outrage to be 
committed. If you do not take meafures to pre- 
vent this, none other will, at this moment, and I 
beg you will remember what I have now told you, 
at a proper opportunity} for, fince I find fi? 
Peter de Craon is determined to perfevere in this 
bufinefs, I muft fly, and never again return tq hi* 
fcrvicc/ 

The di&e of Berry perfe&ly well comprehended 
all the clerk had told. He faid to him ; c Remain 
with me to-day, and to-morrow; mprning I will 
inform my lord of this plou It; is now. too l*te, 
and I wifh not to trouble the kingj on fuch a day - 
as this, but, to-morrow, I wiU not fail dping it j 
and we will provide a remedy, fince fir Peter de 
Craon is in the town, which I was ignorant of.' 
Thus,, by the delay and negligence of thp *duk$ 
of Berry^ did the mifchief happen, a$ I have; re? 
lated. 

The provofl; of Paris, witfy upwards of fixty 
horfc, iffued out at the gate of St. Honore, on 
the traces of fir Peter de Craon. When he cam? 

to Pontoifc, to crofc the Seine* he afked the 
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t>rldge-keeper, if any one had paitTed that morn- 
ing ? He anfwered, c Yes, my lord, a company 
of about twelve horfemen ; but I did not fee any 
knight or perfon whom I knew.' c And what 
road did they take?* demanded the provofh 
* That leading to Vannes/ faid the bridge-mafter. 
c Ah/ replied the provoft, c it may very pro- 
bably be they, who are making for Cherbourg/ 
He then quitted the road to Chartres, following 
that to Cherbourg, and thus loft all traces of them; 
When they had rode on the road to Vannes till it 
was dinner-time, they met a knight of that coun- 
try hare-hunting ; and, making inquiry from him, 
he faid, that he had feen in the morning about 
fifteen horfemen riding over the fields; and he 
thought they were going to Chartres. Upon this, 
the proyoft again changed his road, and, arriving 
in the evening at Chartres, learnt that fir Peter de 
Craon had been at the canon's houfe about eight 
o'clock, where he had difarmed himfelf and 
changed horfes. He now faw that all further 
purfuit would be vain, as fir Peter liad got Co 
much before him, and returned to Paris on the 
Saturday: 

The king of France and the duke of Touraine 
.tvere very anxious to lay hands on fir Peter de 
Craon ; and, as it was uncertain what road he had 
taken, they ordered fir John le Barrois, with fixty 
horfe, after him by the gate of Saint Anthony. 
Sir John' crofied the Seine and Marne at the 
bridge of Charenton, and fcoured the whole 
country as far as Eftampes, On Saturday he ar- 
rived 
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ivc4 tp dinner at Cbartrcs. where he heard the 
truth of his efcape, and concluded it would be 
fhiitlefs to follow him, as he muft be at too great 
g diftance. He returned to Paris on the Sunday, 
and related to the king the country he had been 
over, with the fame ill fuccefs as the provoft had 
before complained of. 

, On the Saturday-morning, the officers of jufticei 
who had been fearching all the villages round 
Paris* difcovered, in a hamlet feven leagues from 
Paris, two men at arms, fquires to fir Peter de 
Craon, and his page, who had (lopped in this 
village from inability or unwillingnefs to proceed 
farther. They were arretted by the officers, 
brought back to Paris, and executed on the Mon- 
day following. They were, however, firft led to 
the place where the crime had been committed^ 
and each had his hand cut off at the wrift ; they 
were then beheaded in the market-place, and their 
bodies hung on a gibbet. 

On the Wednefday following, fir Peter's houfe- 
flcward was executed; but many faid, this was 
unjuftly done, while others replied, that he fu£ 
fered for not having revealed the arrival of fir 
Peter de Craon at Paris. The canon of Chartres, 
at whofe houfc fir Peter had flopped t<* refrefh 
faimfelf and change horfes, was arretted and con- 
fined in the bifliop's prifon. Every thing he pof- 
iefled was confifcated,' and himfelf condemned to 
perpetual imprifbnment on bread and water : no 
excufes he could plead for his innocence in thu 
matter were ?f (be finallcft^avail, though he 

bore 
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Sir Pete? de Craon wai exceedingly Vexed; 
when he heard for certain, at his caftle of Sable, 
whither he had retired, that the conftable was not 
dead, and had not received any wounds that, m 
fix weeks time, could prevent him mounting his 
horfc. He confidered that he would not be fafc 
in this caftle when it fhould be known where lie 
was, and that he would bee too elofely furrounded 
to quit it when he pkafed. He, in confequence, 
gave the charge of it to feme of his people, and 
left it fecredy, taking the road towards Brittany, 
where he arrived without flopping, and found the 
duke at Sufmet*. 

The duke, who had already heard the iflue of 
the aflaffination, and that the conftable was not 
dead, faid, on receiving fir Peter de Craon, 
c You are a poor creature^ who cannot flay a man 
when you have him in your power/ c My lord,' 
replied Sir Peter, c it was a damnable bufinefs. 
I believe all the devils in hell, to whom he be- 
longs, defended him, and preferred him from 
mine and my mens blows. There were upwards 
of fixty thurfts and cuts made at him with 
fwords and cutlalTes ; and when he was knocked 
off his horfe, in good truth, I thought he was 
dead ; byt his good fortune made him fall againft 
the hatch of a baker's fhop, that was half 
* iii .i I., ■ ..I ... 1 — ^— 1, , 

• Au Sufmet, Q^Succinio, which was a refidence of the 
duke of Brittany. 
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•pen, by which means he rolled into the fhop* 
Had he fallen in the ftreet, we would have 
Killed him and trampled him under our horfes 
feet" # 

c Well/ faid the duke, c it cannot be other- 
wife at prefcnt. ' I an fure it will not be long be- 
fore I hear from the king of France, and fliall 
incur as much hatred as yourfelf. Keep quiet 
near me ; for I am convinced ihings will not re-> 
mam as they now are^ but that the king and 
conftable will wage a ferious war againft me. 
However, fince I promifed you prote&ion, I will 
Keep my word/ 
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